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Letter From the Editor 


Nineteen ninety-two marks th 


Dolphins’ perfect season. In 4972, the Dolphins 


fe 20th anniversary of the Miami 


became the 


first team in NEL history to 9° through the regular schedule ant 
corded their 47th victory 


playoffs undefeated and untied. They re! 


by beating the Washington Redskins, 44-7, in Super 
That undefeated Miami team. coached by 


four future Hall ‘of Famers in quarterback Bob 


injured in Game 5 and replaced by 
fullback Larry Csonka, wide receiver Paul 
Langer and the “No Name” defense. 


In the past 20 years, 4 number of teams have 
ecord have all been imper- 


Super Bowl titles with 2 38-16 victory over Miami be! 
Montana. They had only one blemish on their season, 


back to the New Orleans Saints. 


The following year. while the 49ers wer 
Chicago Bears won their first 12 games en 
Bowl championship. But ina memorable 
December, they suffered their ‘only loss 


Marino and the Dolphins. 
A year 290, the Washington Re 
with a resounding 45-0 victory 


with a flourish, beating Detroit, 41-10, in the NEC title gar 
Buffalo Bills, 38-17, in Super Bowl XXVI. Along the way, they out- 
0 points. The Redskins did 


scored their opponents by well over 201 
lose twice, to division rivals Dallas an 


Bowl Vil. 


Don Shula, featured 


Griese (who was 


the capable Earl Morrall), 


| Warfield, and center Jim 


Gibbs's Redskins are to join the 4988-89 49er: 


champions since tt 


he 1978-79 Pittsburgh 


Monday night game in 


edskins started on a high note. 
over the Detroit Lions, and ended 


me and the 


s as the only repeat 


Steelers, they must first 


survive the NFC East, the league's toughest division a year ago. 


The New York Giants switched coac'! 
10 500 a year after their second Super Bowl title. The 


dropped t 
Cowboys climbed from the bottom of 


hes and quarterbacks but 


the NFL all the way to the 


playoffs in two years, @ remarkable rebuilding 
my Johnson. Philadelphia, too, changed coac! 


Cunningham, its quarterback, 
carried the Eagles. The gers lost Mont 


finished with six victories inarow, including 2 52-14 fins 
Bears. A healthy Montana should carry San i 

roving Atlanta Falcons and New Orleans Sain 
and all the way toa bid for an unprecedented fifth Supe! 


Representing the American. Conf 
two Super Bowls. That is still only hi 


Elway is its quarterback. Only fou 
for the Super Bowl: Houston, 


Make that three after Warren Moon takes i! 


where he engineered the University 
upset over Michigan in 1978, and tri 
game winning streak. 


effort by coach Jim- 
hes and lost Randall 


in the opening game. but defense 


ir the season yet they 
ale over the 
the im- 


of Washington's Rose Bowl 


nap the NFC's eight- 
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You've always 
known what you wanted to do. 


*19 48 
Now it’s time 
for your career to take off. 
You were always talented. A few lines, a few folds, pays over $5,000 toward your college expenses, 
and you made a plain piece of paper soar. Too bad credits through the Community College of the Air 
you couldn't fly out the classroom window on it. Force, and training that gives you plenty of time to 
So you finished school. And you're ready to study. Choose one from hundreds of career positions, 


see your career take off. Youcan doit all: work with from pilot, to engineer, to medical technician. Serve 
and around aircraft, and get the training youneed, — your country, and share the camaraderie, world-wide 


in the Air Force Reserve. travel, and adventure. 

Take advantage of programs that can put Don’t give up the dreams of childhood, Make 
your career in high gear. Harn income and receive them work for you, and America, in the Air Force 
educational benefits, including the GI Bill that Reserve. For information, call 1-800-257-1212. 


AIR FORCE RESERVE 


A GREAT WAY TO SERVE 


Baseball 
mms | really enjoy reading Street & Smith's 
Baseball, but | found this year's issue to be 
different from last year's. | searched through- 
out the magazine and found no NCAA statis- 
tics or articles. Like some people, | like to 
keep up with everything on the. baseball 
scene, and that includes college baseball as 
well as professional and the minors. 

dustin Stewart Asheville, NC 


m™m| just purchased the Street & Smith's 
Baseball issue. | enjoy the magazine but won- 
der why you continue to make mistakes on the 
Hitters’ Targets. A prime example is with the 
home runs. Ryne Sandberg qualifies to be on 
the list, but he has been left out. This year the 
listing goes as low as 179 home runs but does 
not include Sandberg at 205. It would seem 
not to be that difficult to get it right. 

Dous Skemp Dallas, TX 


= What baseball fans like to see are hits and 
tuns. In “Matters of Opinion,” Glen Macnow 
talks about whether the DH is to keep Jack 
Clark's career alive. At least the No. 8 hitter in 
the American League doesn't get a chicken- 
hearted walk as often as in the National 
League. Not all DHs are washed up as far as 
defensive play. A team gets a couple of run- 
ners on base in the National League, and what 
usually happens? The pitcher, 90 percent of 
the time, is the inning-ender. 
| agree with Macnow on the “Deshaies 
Rule,” which will be renamed the “Sutcliffe 
Rule” should Deshaies leave baseball. Wood- 
€n, not aluminum, bats should be used in col- 
lege. And baseball writers as official scorers? 
What a joke! They're hometown writers (home. 
team is a better description). 
Your magazine is a good one and I've en- 
joyed it for several years. 
Ken CaPLener Mesa, AZ 


m= | agree with Glen Macnow that baseball 
needs a lot of changes. It needs a commis- 
sioner who will take charge. As for high sala- 
ries, some players are worth what they get, 
some are not. | see no way a mediocre player 
should be getting megabucks. I'm all for a 
salary cap and doing away with the DH. 

Games are too long. Why do relief pitchers 
get another five minutes of warmup after they 
have already warmed up in the bullpen. 

What else could we eliminate? All the dumb 
mascots. And if “unexpansion" is such a good 
idea, what not eliminate some of the perennial 
non-contenders? Let's ban aluminum bats, 
even in Little League. And let's stop the ballot- 
box stuffing for the All-Stars by letting the 
sportswriters pick them. Let's put Roger Maris 
in the Hall of Fame and do away with the 
Abner Doubleday myth for all time. | also feel 
there is enough doubt about the guilt of the 
“Black Sox” that they should be returned to 
good standing. 

And talk about giants of the sport (Abbott, 
Johnson, Puckett, Reynolds, Ripken, and 
Ryan)! If all players were like them, what bet- 
ter recommendation for baseball as America’s 
greatest sport. 
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Whatever baseball changes or doesn't 
change, it's all in fun, including my sugges- 
tions. | say “Hurray” for the best game of all. 

Gorpbon HeGcenes Seattle, WA 


mm | am a baseball fan and have the Street & 
Smith's Baseball issue for many years, but | 
would like to get a baseball encyclopedia. 
Could you please tell me if you are editing one 
or where | could get one. 

Gites Drouin Thetford Mines, Quebec 
The Baseball Encyclopedia is published by 
Macmillan (866 Third Avenue, New York, NY 
10022). 


mm | look forward to your baseball magazine 
hitting the stands every year. Being a Cubs 
fan, | guess every spring brings about the an- 
ticipation for your magazine and the hope that 
the Cubs will make it to the Series. 

You have a quality magazine; it is very thor- 
ough. My one suggestion to make it better 
would be to include more statistics from the 
minor leagues. Perhaps you could include the 
final standings from the previous season and 
Possibly the stats from the AAA teams. 

Jim JOHANNS Cottage Grove, WI 


Basketball 

™™™ | have been a long-time buyer of your 
basketball magazines, and | have two sug- 
gestions for features that would be of interest 
in your College/Prep edition: 

1. Provide a summary of the prior year's 
NCAA tournament. | refer to the old issues 
occasionally, and | would like to be able to see 
who went to the tourney and how they did. 

2. You list hundreds of prep stars each year, 
and this is a great feature. | think it would be 
interesting, in the next issue, to see where 
they ended up. | realize that you have this 
feature, but you only list the top players. Gen- 
erally, most fans already know where these 
superstars are going. It would be nice to see 
where the hundreds of others actually went. 

Roserr Anastasio Carmel, NY 


‘™™ It was a great honor to be included on the 
list of High Honorable Mention Underclass- 
men in the 1991 Street & Smith's College/Prep 
Basketball. It has brought attention to me as a 
player. However, the greatest effect has been 
the attention it brought to my team. | attend a 
new high school and we have no senior class. 
Without seniors, no one would have expected 
us to do well, and we would have been ig- 
nored. When scouts, the media, and others 
come because they are curious about me, 
they have seen that we have a good team with 
more than just one good player. | and my team 
appreciate the honor you have given us. 
Benuamin B. Baum Aurora, CO 


umm | am a fan of Duke. Is there an address 
where | could write to my favorite players? 
Rosin Hatt Franklin, IN 
Write to the players clo Duke University, 115 
Cameron IndoorStadium, Durham, NC 27706. 


"=m | am writing to tell you how much I enjoy 
your College and Pro Basketball previews. | 
liked your articles on “Point Guards” and the 
“NBA's Best,” but you should have included 


Tim Hardaway of Golden State. His statistics 
are better than Magic Johnson's and Isiah 
Thomas's, both of whom have led their teams 
to championships, and | think Tim will, too, in 
the future. You also should have listed Shawn 
Kemp of Seattle among the second-best play- 
ers. | think these two are going to be the play- 
ers of the ‘90s. 

Kim Sanpers Barrington, IL 


™™m | always purchase your College/Prep 
Basketball issue and was wondering if you 
had the addresses of the college and pro 
teams. Also, whatever happened to Anderson 
Hunt, who played for UNLV. 

Reio Stewaat Calgary, Alberta 
Write to the NBA (645 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022) for information about pro teams 
and to the NCAA (6201 College Blvd., Over- 
land Park, KS 66211-2422) for college infor- 
mation. Anderson Hunt forfeited his final year 
of college eligibility to enter last year’s NBA 
draft, and then he was not drafted. 


Football 


== | am writing with the hope that you may be 
able to resolve a dispute. | am the commis- 
sioner of a Fantasy Football League. We have 
voted Street & Smith's Pro Football the author- 
ity on players’ positions, and are therefore 
bound by what is printed about a player. The 
dispute concems Rod Bemstine, a running 
back for the San Diego Chargers. Rod came 
into the NFL as a tight end, and still wears a 
tight end’s number [82], but he starts and 
Plays exclusively as a running back, All other 
magazines we referenced list Ron as a run- 
ning back and have for the past couple of 
seasons. This causes quite a controversy for 
our league, since one team is allowed to start 
a tight end who plays running back. 

I would ask that you please investigate what 
is a somewhat minor detail for your average 
reader but of major importance to all of your 
Fantasy Football readers. Street & Smith's has 
been our trusted authority since our league 
began in 1980. 

MICHAEL MANGANIELLO Everett, WA 
The San Diego Chargers list Rod Bernstine as 
TERE on their 1992 roster. 


Cover Subjects 
™ | am writing about the 50th anniversary 
covers of the College Football and Baseball 
issues. | would like to know how | may obtain a 
copy of these covers. | have been reading 
Street & Smith's publications since 1959. 
They're the best around. 

Bosey D. Jovy, Whitmire, SC 


mm | have all the issues of Street & Smith's 
Baseball, Pro Football, and College Football, 
but not all the covers. Could you please send 
me a list of the covers for all three sports. 
Thank you for your fine publication. 

THOMAS HeINz, Brookfield, WI 
For a complete list of cover subjects, send a 
postage-paid return envelope. 


Correspondence should be addressed to 
The Editor, Street & Smith’s 
304 East 45th Street, New York, NY 10017 
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REFRESHING SEAGRAM’S GIN HAS HIDDEN PLEASURE. 
WELCOME INTO THE FOLD, 


(© 1 Jeph Saga Sr NAY Seager Ge 10 Ne Sots Dated Fon Gn A AP OP) 


Lots of people can explain what has al- 

ready happened. They'll sit there with 
mountains of stats and boxcars of videotape 
and bore you with intricate details of how and 
why they knew the Giants would collapse, the 
Lions would roar, and Thurman Thomas would 
lose his helmet at the Super Bowl. Hey, we 
know that stuff already. What about the future? 
Who's going to move up, fall down, or be left 
out in 1992? 

We don't presume to be experts, but as Ter- 
ty Bradshaw once said about football: “It isn't 
nuclear physics. It's a game. How smart do 
you really have to be?" We'll not try to answer 
that question. But keeping Bradshaw's dis- 
claimer in mind, we approached players, 
coaches, and front-office types with 20 ques- 
tions about the upcoming season: 


1, Who's the comeback quarterback 
of 1992? 
There are three main candidates: 

The 49ers' Joe Montana missed 1991 after 
surgery to reattach a torn ligament in his right 
elbow, and likens this season to “coming out 
of retirement.” Can he do it? On the down 
side, Joe Cool is 36 years old, has nothing left 
to prove, and is seeking to return from an inju- 
ty that could recur at any point. On the up 
side—this is Joe Montana. Remember the 
back injury that was supposed to end his ca- 
reer in 1988? How can you count him out? 

Timm Rosenbach missed the entire season 
with shredded ligaments in his right knee. The 
recovery has been judged successful, al- 
though Rosenbach wasn't expected to begin 
working out with the Cardinals until mid-July. 
At 25, he's a fine prospect with a great arm, 
but sitting out 1991 slowed his development. 

Randall Cunningham showed up two days 
after ligament surgery on his left knee last fall 
wearing a cap inscribed, “I'll be back— 
scrambling.” How dedicated was the Eagles’ 
quarterback to a big-time recovery? In the 
‘Spring he spent $30,000 to fly four teammates 
¢ toLas Vegas to work out with him. It says here 
that he's not just comeback player of the 
year, he'll also be the MVP. 


2, Who is pro football's 
next superstar? 
We asked this question of more 
than a dozen coaches and GMs 
as they meandered down the 
fairways—oops, as they crammed 
for the work sessions at the league 
meetings in Phoenix last March. 
Broncos’ linebacker Mike Croel 
and Seahawks’ defensive end 
Cortez Kennedy were regarded by 
some as the next dominant players 
‘on defense. Patriots’ running back 
Leonard Russell, Raiders’ quarterback 
Todd Marinovich, and Bucs’ wideout 
Lawrence Dawsey got votes on offense, 
as did Michigan wide receiver 
Desmond Howard, who was taken by the 
Redskins with the fourth overall 
pick in the dratt 


PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 


But the guy most mentioned was Ricky Er- 
vins, the Redskins’ second-year tailback. Er- 
vins gained 680 yards as a part-time player in 
1991 and had the highest yards-per-carry av- 
erage (4.7) of any NFC player with 100 or 
more rushes. At 5-foot-7 and 200 pounds, Er- 
vins doesn't run down the field so much as roll 
like a bowling ball. The tape measure may 
suggest “tubby guy,” but in reality this model 
is just built low (for aerodynamics) and wide 
(for momentum) 

Remind you of anyone else? “He's Barry 
Sanders all over again,” said Cardinals coach 
Joe Bugel. “Same shape, same speed. And, 
like Barry, he's got a chance to be great.” 


3. Who is the worst interview 

in the NFL? 

Browns coach Bill Belichick, If grunts were 
poetic, he'd be Robert Frost. First runner-up. 
goes to Giants coach Ray Handley, who has 
been known to stalk out of his own news con- 
ferences. Is it a coincidence that both men 
were assistants under Bill Parcells? We don't 
know and, quite frankly, we're afraid to ask, 


4, What great idea will never gain 
a foothold in the NFL? 
We long ago gave up any real hope for the 
two-point conversion. So now we'll endorse an 
idea from New Orleans Saints president Jim 
Finks, who heads the league's Competition 
Committee: cutting the rosters from 45 to 40. 
“The point is to get rid of the specialists and 
one-dimensional players," said Finks. "We're 
now like a baseball team with 15 pitchers and 
designated fielders and batters. Let's give the 
game back to complete players." 
Raiders owner Al Davis's response? "I think 
Finks would bring back the leather helmet if he 
could.” Not to mention the drop kick. 


5. What Plan B free agent will have 
the biggest impact this season? 

That's a bit like asking whether Bosnia or An- 
dorra had a bigger impact on World War II. 
Mostly, Plan Bioring) has been too much 
noise about overpaid backups, mediocre 
‘special teamers, has-beens and never-weres. 

Still, the system did move Ronnie Lott to the 
Raiders last season, And the Redskins did get 
to the Super Bow! with six Plan B types roving 
on defense. With that in mind, here are two 
men who could mean a lot to their new clubs: 

A) Drew Hill goes to the Falcons to rejoin his 
former coach Jerry Glanville. The Oilers fig- 
ured no one would bite at Hill because of his 
age (35) and salary ($1.05 million). But who 
can argue with the numbers: 90 catches in 
1991 and four years of 1,000-plus yards? In 
Atlanta, Hill will be part of a receivers rotation 
that could add years to his career. 

B) Steve Christie leaves Tampa Bay for Buf- 
falo. Sure, a kicker is just a kicker. But if the 
Bills had Christie all along, they might have 
won at least one of the last two Super Bowls. 


continued 
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With his hands on the ball, greatness can happen 
And it usually does. Last season, Jim Kelly's arm 
launched more TDs than anyone's. So you know 

he doesn’t clown around. 

But he still likes clowns, He even collects them. 
Atthe heart of his collection is another great 
Kelly—-Emmet. And while both give people plenty 
to smile about, that’s where the similarity ends. 
Because Jim Kelly is dead serious about football. 
That includes the clothes he wears on the field. 

NFL Pro Line™ Authentic NFL clothing from 
coaches’ jackets, shirts and hats to players’ 
jerseys, sweats, warmups and equipment that you 
can wear, too, Each designed to meet the stan- 
dards of the people who set the standards in the 


NEL. People like Jim Kelly. 


MANN + PINE HOSIERY + RIDDELL*+ ROSSMOR 


6. Where are the Redskins headed? 
Probably down a notch. The Skins were terrific 
in 1991, but they were also lucky. They had no 
key injuries and a few times played an oppo- 
nent when that team’s best player was hurt 
Washington is getting a bit old, especially on 
the offensive line. Several coaches say that 
quarterback Mark Rypien’s great season 
stemmed from his having ample time to throw. 
Rush Rypien, they claim, and he panics. 

“They were so focused last year,” said 
Phoenix Cardinals coach Joe Bugel. “Now, 
they've got 10 or 11 unsigned guys. It's tough 
to keep that momentum for two straight years. 
On the other hand, how can anyone bet 
against Joe Gibbs?" 


2. Who is the toughest player 
in the NFL? 

I's difficult to argue against safeties Lott of the 
Raiders or Steve Atwater of the Broncos. And 
you have to respect the opinion of Seahawks 
coach Tom Flores, who votes for the Eagles’ 
Reggie White. "Reggie beats up the other 
team like no one else in football,” said Flores. 
“He plays every down like it's the deciding 
play of the Super Bowl.” 

Still, our choice is Brian Jordan, Atlanta's 
other two-sport athlete. Jordan, the Falcons’ 
strong-side safety and an outfielder in the St. 
Louis Cardinals organization, may not know 
everything that Bo knows or have any flashy 
nicknames like “Prime Time.” But according 
to Rams’ quarterback Jim Everett, “He has 
probably knocked out more teeth than anyone 
in the league.” How tough is he? Consider that 
even though Jordan's just 6-foot-1 and 205 
pounds, Glanville sometimes pl: 
fensive tackle on punting plays. “Ain't nobody 
gonna get by him no how,” said Glanville 
that noted linguist. ! 


&.Which team reaches respectability 
first—the 1-15 Indianapolis Colts 

or the 2-14 Tampa Bay Buccaneers? 
Both should be better in ‘92, just by virtue of 
playing the NFL's notoriously easy last-place 
schedules. Still, don't book any Super Bow! 
teservations yet. 

The Colts have a fine young quarterback in 
Jeff George. Presumably, they will be helped 
by first-round picks Steve Emtman and Quen- 
tin Coryatt. Of course, a decade ago, the Colts 
had two first-round picks and selected wash- 
‘outs Johnnie Cooks and Art Schlichter, which 
shows how things go for this organization. 
Come November, new coach Ted Marchi- 
broda may wish he were still in Buffalo—a 
unique yearning, to be sure. The “no-huddle” 
offense works far less effectively behind line- 
men who have heretofore employed the “no- 
block” technique. 

Meanwhile, Tampa Bay's young defense 
(11th in the NFL in 1991) has a chance to 
become one of the best. The question is 
whether new coach Sam Wyche can break 
frugal owner Hugh Culverhouse of his habit of 
cultivating young talent and then shipping it to 
other teams. Our money is on Sam. Other- 
wise, the key is quarterback Vinny Testa- 
verde, a career flop. If anyone can resurrect 
Testaverde, it's probably Wyche, who had a 
key role in developing passers Joe Montana, 
Steve DeBerg, and Boomer Esiason. 

“| still think the guy's got the potential,” said 
Wyche. “Sometimes it’s just, ‘Hey, you realize 
this is your last shot at it, big boy. We're going 
to give you every chance to be a star.” 


9. What's the secret worry of every 
coach in the NFL? 

AIDS. After Magic Johnson, the fear is that an 
epidemic among professional athletes— 
many of whom lead promiscuous lifestyles—is 
set to explode. 

“You talk to players about that stuff and 
hope it sinks through,” said Chiefs coach 
Marty Schottenheimer, “but too many of these 
kids think they're indestructible.” 


10. If football had baseball's 

system of free agency, who would be 
this year’s Bobby Bonilla? 

Going by baseball's rules, a player must play 
six full seasons before hitting the open mar- 
ket. That eliminates the NFL's young stars: 
Barry Sanders, Derrick Thomas, Thurman 
Thomas, Emmitt Smith, Rypien. Beyond that, 
figure that some of pro football's best players 
are a bit too old to attract a Brinks-like long- 
term deal. So knock out Montana, Art Monk, 
Warren Moon, and Lawrence Taylor. 

That leaves a group of players in their early 
30s. Certainly, the bidding would be intense 
for Jerry Rice, Reggie White, and Pat Swilling 
under a real system of free agency. But the 
biggest bucks would go to the quarterbacks. 
So whom do you prefer: Dan Marino or Jim 
Kelly? We'll take Kelly. Under baseball's sys- 
tem, he'd command an annual salary ap- 
proaching $7 million, For now, he'll have to 
struggle by on the $3 million the Bills pay him. 


I. What's going to happen this year 
for the first time since 1985? 
Simple, the Jets will finish with the better re- 


cord in New Jersey. The Meadowlands two 
clubs are headed in opposite directions. The 


Giants are old and poorly coached and 
still paying for the sin of dumping Phil 
Simms as their No. 1 quarterback. Plus, 
they play in the NFL's toughest division. 
The Jets, on the other hand, 
could be the league's next elite team. 
Remember, they lost one game in 
overtime last season and four more by 
three or fewer points. “Their coach 
[Bruce Coslet] is smart, their defense is 
young and tough, and they have a promis- 
ing young quarterback in Browning 
Nagle,” said Bills coach Marv Levy. 
They will definitely contend this season.” 
One more factor: The Jets will play the 
NFL's third-easiest schedule, based 

‘on their opponents’ records last season 

Both Gotham clubs went 8-8 in 1991 
In this case, one glass was half full 
and the other was half empty. 


12. Who's the most exciting player 

in pro football? 

You can make a case for Thurman Thomas, 
who created drama just trying to make it onto 
the field at the Super Bowl. And you could 
argue for triple-threat Cunningham—remem- 
ber his 91-yard punt at the Meadowlands a 
few years back? But the guy other players 
would pay to see (keep in mind athletes are 
notorious cheapskates) is 5-foot-8 running 
back Barry Sanders of the Detroit Lions. 

“That guy should have an ‘S’ on his chest. 
He's Superman,” said Colts’ wide receiver 
Jessie Hester. 

“He's like OJ. Simpson," said Cowboys 
coach Jimmy Johnson. “He runs into a pile 
and you think the play is over. Then he just 
pops out the other side of the pile.” 

‘One heretic even compared Sanders to the 
all-time-leading ground gainer, saying, “He's 
going to make people forget Walter Payton.” 

The speaker? Walter Payton. 


13. Who needs to make sure 

their insurance premiums are paid up 
this year? 

Kickers. If 1990 was the year of the run-and- 
shoot and 1991 the year of the no-huddle, this 
could be the year of the blocked kick. 

“We all learned something from Dallas last 
season,” said Glanville, referring to the four 
punts the Cowboys blocked in their final three 
games. "What we learned is that you can grab 
and tackle the offensive linemen to get to the 
punter. It's illegal but near impossible for the 
refs to detect.” 

This season? “Everyone will be doing it,” 
predicts Glanville. “It's going to be open sea- 
son on kickers.” 


14. So who's going to hire Buddy Ryan 
already? 
Nine clubs changed coaches after last sea- 
son, and Ryan was nobody's Buddy. Never 
mind that the Eagles’ 31-17 record during his 
final three seasons was among the NFL's 
best. If this fanny-kicking, cuss-spouting, 
leathernecked 58-year-old couldn't get a job 
this year, it sure seems that his career is over. 
Think about this: What NFL head-coaching 
job figures to open up any time soon? After the 
postseason firing flurry, everyone left seems 
pretty secure. Except, maybe, Handley. If the 
Giants keep sliding this season, might man- 
agement admit its mistake and let Handley 
go? And if so, would the Giants possibly pur- 
sue the coach who made a career out of hu- 
miliating them? Nah. Still, it sure would be fun 
to see Buddy back in Veterans Stadium—this 
lime leading the gang in blue and red. 
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15. Who deservesabreak? ‘ 
Certainly Bernie Kosar. With apologies to 
Moon and Cunningham, Kosar has probably 
had the best career of any active quarterback 
never to go to the Super Bowl. And as long as 
he stays with the Browns, he’s unlikely to get 
there. Kosar’s NFL-record streak of 308 
passes without an interception is a tribute to 
both his toughness and his intelligence. Play- 
ing behind Cleveland's offensive line, he has 
taken hits that would have kayoed Rocky Bal- 
boa. And consider this quote from Eagles’ de- 
fensive back Rich Miano: “He's as smart as 
there is among quarterbacks.” Hmmm, is that 
meant as a compliment? 

Kosar turns 29 this season, and with bad 
knees and a bum elbow, he probably doesn't 
have many good years left. It would be nice to 
see him back on a contender. 


16, What's the surest thing in 
pro football? 
That most of the 11 owners who voted to kill 
instant replay will change their minds by mid- 
season. Sure, no one was really satisfied with 
replay, but think about what's going to hap- 
pen this year every time the TV replays 
show—again and again and in excruciating 
slow motion—that the ref blew the call. “Last 
season that one would have been reversed,” 
will opine Dan and Giff and John. “But, of 
course, the NFL owners 

The public backlash will be overwhelming. 
By October, the owners will try to find a grace- 
ful way to reverse their previous call without 
giving the impression of instant remorse. May- 
be they'll just declare their old vote “dead 
upon contact.” 


17, Who's the worst boss in the NFL? 
Because you never know whom you may 
someday work for, no one likes to answer this 
question. Privately, however, NFL insiders 
sneer at the mention of Cardinals owner Bill 
Bidwill, who has employed seven head 
coaches and 52 assistants since 1973. The 
Cardinals are among nine clubs that have 
never gone to the Super Bowl. “As long as 
Bidwill owns the franchise, they'll never get 
there,” said one NFL coach. 

Bidwill is also a real treat for fans. Once, 
when criticized for exorbitant ticket prices at 
Sun Devil Stadium, he replied: “Hey, there are 
plenty of $25 seats in the end zone.” 


18. What do opposing players 
really say to each other on the field? 
Lots of nasty stuff that can't be printed here. 
Rest assured that NFL players, presumably 
mature men with college educations, really do 
talk trash about each other's mothers, sisters, 
anatomy, and sexuality. The NFL's All-Trash 
team? There are plenty of gutter mouths, in- 
cluding defensive tackle Jerome Brown and 
safety Andre Waters of the Eagles, linebacker 
Pepper Johnson of the Giants, wide receiver 
Eric Martin of the Saints, and linebacker Tim 
Harris of the 49ers. But the Most Voluble Play- 
er award goes to Falcons’ cornerback Tim 
Mckyer, who's so obnoxious that even his 
‘own teammates tell him to shut up. 


19. Do coaches ever lie? 
Listen to these draft-day statements: 

“We were thrilled that he was still on the 
board,” said Raiders coach Art Shell of sec- 
ond-round pick Greg Skrepenak. 

“We didn't expect Alonzo to be there. He 
was the best player available by far,” said 
Bears coach Mike Ditka of first-rounder 
Alonzo Spellman. 

“| was thrilled he was still there. What a 
shock!" said Eagles coach Rich Kotite of 
fourth-rounder Tony Brooks. 

Do coaches ever lie? Nah. 


20, What's the nuttiest thing anyone 
said since the end of last season? 
We'll go with commissioner Paul Tagliabue's 
crowing remarks at the annual meetings in 
Phoenix: “It's great to live at a time when Com- 
munism is dead and the only global expan- 
sionism the world is facing is from the National 
Football League.” 

Yo, Paul, what does one thing have to do 
with the other? 

Oops. Guess that counts as question 21. 01 
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Big Talent 
From Small 


Schools 


by DONALD HUNT 


14 


A recent study by the National Football 

League showed that the University of 
Southern California has produced more cur- 
rent NFL players (37) than any other school. 
Miami was next (33), followed by UCLA (30), 
Penn State (26), Pittsburgh (25), Tennessee 
(24), Notre Dame (23), Auburn and Washing- 
ton (22 each), and Arizona State, Florida, and 
Texas A&M (20 each)—perennial training 
grounds all for professional talent. A total of 
239 colleges were represented among the 
1,260 players on opening-day rosters last fall 

Not every NFL player, however, came from 
@ college football powerhouse. Take Jerry 
Rice and John Taylor of the 49ers. Please, say 
their NFC West opponents. 

San Francisco drafted Rice of Mississippi 
Valley State in 1985 and Taylor of Delaware 
State the following year, and the two have 
formed one of the most dangerous pass-re- 
ceiving combinations in the game. Rice and 
Taylor came into prominence in Super Bowl 
XXII when San Francisco defeated Cincin- 
nati, 20-16. Rice was named the game's Most 
Valuable Player, but it was Taylor who caught 
the winning touchdown pass from Joe Mon- 
tana in the closing moments. 

“Obviously, Jerry and John were talented 
enough to play for a lot of bigger schools but 
were overlooked,” said 49ers head coach 
George Seifert. “It may have taken them a 
year or two to develop in college, but playing 
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for the smaller schools really helped them be- 
cause they were allowed to do more. For ex- 
ample, John can return punts and kickoffs be- 
sides play wide receiver. Furthermore, | have 
to give credit to our scouting department for 
recommending them. | don't think either play- 
er received a lot of national exposure." 

Andre Waters, the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
safety, played his college football at Cheyney 
University, where he was an all-purpose man 
and one of the top players in the Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference. But Waters never 
played on a winning team during his under- 
graduate days. And he received virtually no 
media exposure. Nevertheless, he was invited 
to the Eagles’ camp as a free agent in 1984 
Eight years later, he has developed a reputa- 
tion as one of the NFL's toughest players. 

“| always had a lot of confidence in myself," 
Waters said. "I didn't get a lot of publicity at 
Cheyney, but they gave me an opportunity to 
play. And that's all | wanted the Eagles to do. | 
made the team as a special-teams player. | 
was very aggressive. | remember coming in 
and hitting everything that moved on the field. 
You have to get an edge coming from a small 
college. | didn’t have a guaranteed contract, 
but | had plenty of determination. 

“Division II has been prolific over the years 
—the PSAC has given the NFL Andre Reed 
[Kutztown State and the Buffalo Bills], one of 
the league's best receivers. | don't think peo- 
ple realize how small-college football can be.” 

The Washington Redskins do. The Super 
Bowl champions’ roster included eight start- 
ers and 14 players from the ranks of Division |- 
AA or lower. 

Gary Clark caught 155 passes during his 
stay at James Madison University, where he 
also returned punts. He played a year with 
Jacksonville in the United States Football 
League and joined the Redskins as a free 
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agent in 1985. Since then he has made three 
trips to the Pro Bowl and surpassed 1,000 
yards in receptions four times, including a ca- 
reer-high 1,340 yards on 70 catches in '91. 

“| never stopped working as a player,” 
Clark said. "James Madison has a good pro- 
gram. It's just not on national television every 
week. | think most players who come from I- 
AA and small-college programs are usually 
very hungry. | know | wanted to play in the 
NFL. So | worked extremely hard in the USFL.” 

Ricky Sanders, a product of Southwest Tex- 
as State, teams with Clark and Art Monk to 
form the Redskins’ “Posse.” Sanders made 
his mark in Super Bowl XXII with nine catches 
for 193 yards and two touchdowns. 

Darrell Green, Washington's No. 1 pick, out 
of Texas A&il, in the 1983 draft, remains one of 
the premier cornerbacks in the league. A five- 
time Pro Bowl selection, Green believes the 
smaller colleges allow players to do more. 

“| think versatility is the key to success,” 
Green said. "The smaller schools don't have 
the depth of the big-time college programs. 
Therefore, a coach may ask you to play safety 
and return punts, That gives you a chance to 
learn two positions. | also believe the NFL is 
doing a better job of scouting, You can't afford 
to overlook someone from Division I-AA, Il, or 
Ill because there are so many great players 
from these schools in the league.” 

Defensive end Charles Mann of Nevada- 
Reno, taken in the third round in '83, led the 
Redskins with 11 sacks a year ago and went 
to his fourth Pro Bowl, where (offensive) line 
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mate Mark Schlereth, of Idaho, made his first 
appearance. 

‘Over the last 10 years, the list of small-col- 
lege players seems to have expanded, with 
such names as Kansas City’s Christian Okoye 
(Azusa Pacific) and Dave Krieg (Milton), the 
New York Giants’ Phil Simms (Morehead 
State), Chicago's Richard Dent (Tennessee 
State), Pittsburgh's Eric Green (Liberty), San 
Francisco's Charles Haley (James Madison), 
the New York Jets’ Ken O'Brien (UC Davis), 
Philadelphia's Clyde Simmons (Western Car- 
olina), and the Los Angeles Raiders’ Howie 
Long (Villanova). 

‘Coach Jim Mora of the New Orleans Saints 
traces what he perceives as a reduction in the 
number of "sleepers" in the draft to improved 
scouting by the NFL. 

“We have scouts that go everywhere,” he 
said. "You just can't scout according to na- 
tional television. So, the fact that you're get- 
ting tapes, reports, and other information on 
players across the country means that there's 
very little chance of a player getting over- 
looked—although every now and then some- 
body will fall through the cracks. Hey, the 
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Saints have some great small-college players, 
like Vince Buck (Central State), Gene Atkins 
(Florida A&M), and Sam Mills (Montclair 
State). And people should understand that 
one of the greatest running backs in the histo- 
ry of the NFL is Walter Payton. He certainly 
played for a small college (Jackson State}.” 

The Pittsburgh Steelers’ Greg Lloyd, a sixth- 
round pick out of Fort Valley State three years 
ago, has become one of the most dangerous 
linebackers and pass rushers in the league. 
He's one of the bright new stars in the NFL. 

"Small-college players are well-represent- 
ed throughout the league,” said Lloyd. “All 
you have to do is look on the rosters of most 
teams and you'll find players from I-AA, Divi- 
sion ll, Ill, and the NAIA. There's a big advan- 
tage playing for a smaller school because you 
can always get lost in the shuffle at a big 
school, And let's face it, if you don't play well 
your first two years at a major Division |, then 
they just recruit over you. As a result, you have 
a lot of players going to small schools. | don’t 
think you lose anything playing for a smaller 
program. | wasn't in awe of the competition. | 
just went out and showed the Steelers that you 
don't have to be from a big school to make it in 
the National Football League.” 

Dave Meggett took that same approach. He 
wanted to show Bill Parcells and Ray Handley 
of the Giants how well a 5-foot-7, 180-pound 
rusher can play, Meggett, a fifth-round pick 
from Towson State, captured the attention of 
the players and staff immediately. 

“Dave sent everybody a message,” said 
Lewis Tillman, New York's special-teams 
standout who played his college ball at Jack- 
son State. "We came into training camp at the 
same time, and he was ready to play. Every- 
body was impressed with hirn. Dave returned 
punts, caught passes out of the backfield, 
and picked up a lot of yards on the ground. 


RICHARD DENT 


Big Talent 
From Small 
ools 


There weren't too many People who had 
known about him. But after watching him play 
in practice and in the preseason, the coaches 
knew they had a player.” 

In 1990, Meggett went to the Pro Bowl as a 
Punt returner. Afterwards, he remembers talk- 
ing to some of his friends at Towson State. 

“| told them there was a little pressure on 
me to perform,” Meggett said. “But the main 
thing is to go out and play hard every day. 
When you're a fifth-round pick, you've got to 
show what you can do right away. | took ad- 
vantage of the playing time. | made some 
things happen on the field. Then, everything 
Started to evolve for me. All of a sudden, | was 
a contributor. As far as making the Pro Bowl, 
that was a great accomplishment. I'm sure 
there are a lot of small-college players looking 
forward to that honor." 

Jim Jensen has spent 12 years in the NFL 
without attaining all-pro status, The Miami Dol- 
phins' man for all reasons was an 11th-round 
draftee out of Boston University, not exactly a 
football power. Still, he has carved out his own 
niche as a utility man 

“I've done so many things for this team," 
Jensen said. “! told [coach] Don Shula | would 
be willing to play just about anywhere. Fortu- 
nately, | was talented enough to play quarter- 
back, receiver, and special teams. | played 
fairly well in college, but | wasn't a household 
name. | just knew | wanted to play pro ball and 
contribute somewhere.” 

“Jim is one of those talented small-college 
guys who has the fundamentals and a great 


knowledge of the game," said Shula. "He just 
has a lot of determination to succeed on and 


CHRISTIAN OKOYE 


Mitchell 8 Rites 


off the field. Jim has given us quite a lift over 
the last few years as a receiver. Actually, all of 
his hard work has landed him a pretty signifi- 
cant spot in our offense.” 

Issiac Holt and Nate Newton made signifi- 
cant contributions in Dallas's drive to the play- 
offs. Holt, from Alcorn State, was regarded as 
the best cornerback in the Southwestern Ath- 
letic Conference. A third-round draft choice of 
the Minnesota Vikings in 1985, he was sent to 
the Cowboys four years later in the Herschel 
Walker deal and has become one of the finest 
defensive backs in the NFC. He claims he 
always had confidence in his play. 

“I had to cover Jerry Rice in college," Holt 
said. "| figured if | could stick him, then | could 
stick anybody. The SWAC has a lot of great 
athletes—| bet you our conference has more 
players in the NFL than some of the larger I-A 
conferences. You don't have to be from a big 
School to make it in professional sports. All 
you have to do is look around the league, Nate 
and | talk about this all the time.” 

Newton, a 6-foot-3, 322-pound guard, was 
a sensational player for the Florida A&M Rat- 
tlers in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
before signing with Dallas as a free agent. "| 
think most players from I-AA, II, and small 
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schools realize they're not going to be high 
draft picks. We're pretty much relegated to 
being low-round choices and free agents." 

Newton, however, envisions a brighter fu- 
ture for those players in the NFL. “If the small 
colleges can get a little more exposure from 
the sports media, things will certainly get a lot 
better," he said. “That's basically all we need 
because the track record is already in place. 
We've got all the stars.” 

Most NFL coaches, personnel directors, 
and scouts usually attend the college all-star 
games after the season. The Blue-Gray Clas- 
sic and the Hula and Senior Bowls attract 
many of the best players in the country. But 
very few of them are from small schools. 

“You can always find one or two players in 
the all-star games," said Al LoCasale, execu- 
tive assistant with the Los Angeles Raiders. 
“But most of those players you've already 
seen on television during the regular season, 
In order to find that hidden talent, you've gotto 
scout these [small-school] kids.” He believes 
the Raiders’ biggest find has been 10th-round 
pick Andrew Glover of Grambling. 

“We always watch [Grambling head coach] 
Eddie Robinson's teams play," said LoCa- 
sale. “Of course, [Hall of Famer] Willie Brown 
is from Grambling. He played a long time for 
us. Andrew has a chance to be a fine tight 
end. The thing about him is that he didn't re- 
ceive a lot of recognition like some of the 
Grambling players of the past. That's why 
you've got to have a good eye for talent. When 
it comes to small-college players, you have to 
keep your eyes and ears open all the time.” 

And an open mind. 


DAVE MEGGETT 
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Evolution 
of the Linebacker 


The defense never rests for these highly developed players. 


r yaa Mackey finally made it into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame this summer after a 
15-year wait. The reason for the delay? Some 
of the electors might not have comprehended 
that Mackey was the embodiment of a classic 
model. He was one of those traditional tight 
ends who reached their zenith in the 1960s, 
then chugged their way to obsolescence, like 
the old Volkswagen Bugs. 

When Clark Shaughnessy, the nutty profes- 
sor of football strategy, conceived the modern 
tight end for the Los Angeles Rams in the late 
"40s, he envisioned a super athlete who could 
perform the physical chores of a tackle and 
the lyrical work of a graceful wide receiver. 
Shaughnessy's prototype tight end for the 
Rams was Bob Shaw, a 6-foot-6, 230-pounder 
who had been a two-sport All-America (foot- 
ball and basketball) at Ohio State. Shaw was 
the perfect balance to a Rams offense that 
included two Hall of Fame quarterbacks, Bob 
Waterfield and Norm Van Brocklin, as well as 
@ pair of Hall of Fame wide receivers, Tom 
Fears and Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch. 

Imitation is widespread in football, but com- 
mitment to total imitation takes time among 
coaches who are cautious by nature. It wasn't 
until the early '60s that Shaughnessy’s idea 
was completely accepted. 

The smartest football people went after the 
premier athlete to play the position. George 
Halas of the Chicago Bears selected Mike 
Ditka, a basketball player as well as an all- 
found footballer who also did the punting at 
Pitt. It was prophetic that some pro scouts had 
projected Ditka as a linebacker. Weeb Ew- 
bank of Baltimore picked Mackey, who did 
just about everything at Syracuse University, 
where he played the backfield as well as end, 
then filled in on the basketball squad. Vince 
Lombardi’s man was Ron Kramer, who had 
terrorized the Big Ten for Michigan in football 
and basketball. The Cardinals took Jackie 
Smith, a track star and a football player at 
Northwestern Louisiana. Detroit's Charlie 
Sanders played basketball and football at the 
University of Minnesota. 

It was two-for-the-price-of-one time. Their 
teams not only received spectacular additions 
to their passing game, but also acquired 
crushing and mobile blockers for the running 
attack. Speed was an essential, even in the 
primitive era of tight ends. In fact, the use of 
the super tight ends' speed brought about the 
proliferation of zone defenses in the NFL. 
‘Those players were so athletic that they could 
escape linebackers who tried to jam them at 
the line of scrimmage, close quickly on a safe- 
ty and then outmanuever him in a one-on-one 
situation. The defense for Ditka, Mackey, 
Smith et al was a more sophisticated zone 

The only problem was that the super tight 
ends burned out relatively soon. The blocking, 
piled upon all that running of pass patterns, 
deep as well as medium, plus the wear of the 
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extra running in practice each day was just 
too much. Ditka had four fabulous seasons, a 
few more good ones, then slid into average 
seasons. Mackey had a half dozen peak 
years. So did Smith. The super tight end went 
the way of the mastodon. And he, too, was 
more appreciated after he was gone. It took 
three men—the blocker, the deep receiver, 
and the utility man—to replace him in the con- 
temporary NFL. 

What happened to the linear descendants 
of those super athletes was that they were, in 
a football sense, reincarnated. The innovative 
coaches of the latter part of the century brain- 
stormed defensive schemes and decided the 
exceptional players belonged on the other 
side of the ball. That's how the NFL came to 
super linebackers. Just as the great tight ends 
of the past were so difficult to cover in a pass 
route because of their extraordinary athletic 
ability, these linebackers are a load to block 
because of their great speed and overall 
skills. A tackle or a back attempting to block a 
great pass-rushing linebacker is at just as 
much of a disadvantage as the safety, sad- 
dled with one-on-one coverage responsibility, 
was a quarter of a century ago. The bonus for 
the defense lucky enough to have such great 
athletes is that the super linebackers are 
equipped to deal with the roughest of the 
rough stuff as well. They also last longer than 
their football ancestors. 


LAWRENCE TAYLOR 
Itdoesn't require an archaeologist to trace the 
connection between the old tight ends and 
the current linebackers. Just go back to the 
strike-torn season of 1987, when the first of the 
super linebackers, Lawrence Taylor of the 
New York Giants, found it necessary to cross 
his teammates’ picket line in order to protect 
his huge salary. That was the year the NFL 
Players’ Association went on strike after the 
second game of the season. After a week of 
no football, the owners bought in “replace- 
ment” squads, known more familiarly as 
“scabs.” For the most part, the pseudo teams 
were a collection of the lame and the halt. 
There were NFL players, motivated by their 
Paychecks, who crossed the line and then 
merely went through the motions in the com- 
pany of “teammates” they little respected. 
Taylor was incapable of such chicanery. He is 
such a dedicated player that his inner motor 
drove him just as fiercely in the pretend com- 
Petition as it always did in actual NFL games. 
The Giants played a final scab game in Buf- 
falo as the strike was winding down. Coach 
Bill Parcells, whose heart decidedly was not in 
it, put together a miserable replacement 
squad. It had been buried by Washington and 
San Francisco in its first two games. The third 
game was different, mostly because of Taylor. 
Not only did he play linebacker as he normally 
did, but he doubled as a tight end. He 
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blocked fiercely, ran precise routes, made 
fine catches. Before the Bills mercifully ended 
it in overtime to win, 6-3, the Giants’ last 
chance ended with L.T. diving, his arms 
stretched to his physical limit, attempting to 
grab an overthrown pass. Anyone who saw 
Taylor play that game could easily recall the 
past and envision him ranking with the Ditkas 
and the Mackeys. 


CORNELIUS BENNETT 

Ray Perkins was Taylor's first pro coach, and it 
was Perkins, after leaving the Giants to coach 
the University of Alabama, who first identified 
Cornelius Bennett of the Tide as “the next 
Lawrence Taylor.” There may never be a 
“next Lawrence Taylor,” but Bennett has giv- 
ena respectable impersonation. Like L.T. and 
all the other supers, Bennett is used primarily 
as an outside backer, where his speed can be 


Cornelius Bennett 
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employed best for his most devastating duty: 
pass-rushing. Quicker and faster than most 
tight ends in the current NFL, Bennett 

made his pro debut in 1987, two weeks after 
Taylor's experience at tight end. 
Buffalo had just completed the bomb- 
shell, three-team trade that sent Eric 
Dickerson from the Los Angeles 
Rams to Indianapolis, with Bennett's 
r rights moving from the Colts to the 
Bills. After just a few days of prac- 

tice, Bennett, equipped basically 
with just his natural athleticism, 
was turned loose on Denver's 
defending AFC champions. It was 
clear on his first blitz that natural 
ability, at least for a while, would 
be enough. The shocked look on 
quarterback John Elway's face as 
Bennett rocketed upon him was 
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confirmation. In the last game of that season, 
the Bills lost at Philadelphia but Bennett made 
it his own signature game, sacking Randall 
Cunningham four times and making 17 tack- 
les. Bennett blossomed fully in 1991, when 
ace defensive end Bruce Smith was forced to 
miss a dozen games. Walt Corey, the Bills 
defensive coordinator, had to improvise, 
again employing Bennett's superb athletic 
abilities. Bennett was sometimes used in his 
normal outside linebacker position, some- 
times as a down lineman to rush the passer, 
and other times as an inside linebacker. 

“With Bruce out of the lineup,” explained 
Corey, “we had to get Cornelius into the action 
as much as possible. At inside linebacker, he 
couldn't be shut out from the play completely. 
His quickness allowed him to roam from side 
to side. As a change of pace we played a‘sic- 
‘em’ defense. We just let Bennett go get em.” 
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of the Linebacker 


Those who have watched Bennett intercept 
@ pass or run with the ball after he picked up a 
fumble or blocked a punt, could imagine him 
as a tight end in the National Football League 
of the ‘60s. In fact, he caught 12 touchdown 
passes in his senior year as a high school tight 
end in Birmingham 


Before Bennett's big move last season, Der- 
rick Thomas of Kansas City was considered 
the rightful heir to Taylor's title as king of the 
super linebackers. Two years ago, Thomas 
said, “In five or six years, | want to be the best 
linebacker the game has ever seen.” Thomas, 
faster than any Kansas City back, still has 
time. Jim Kelly, the Bills’ quarterback, was 
teady to vouch for his arrival last October, 
when Thomas descended upon him as quick- 
ly as a blink to record four sacks in the Chiefs 
one-sided victory over Buffalo in a Monday 
night game. "He's the fastest linebacker I've 
been around,” says his coach, Marty Schot- 
tenheimer. “The thing is, not only does he 
have great speed, but he plays at that speed 

Jonathan Hayes, a tight end himself with 
Kansas City, says that Thomas uses his 
speed like a receiver. “He knows when to 
burst on a guy and when to settle,” said 
Hayes. “He'll give a little ground, but as soon 
as he feels a back, he'll release the blocker 
and explode into the runner. 


New Orleans's Pat Swilling was compared to 
L.T, for the first time early last season after 
Wade Wilson virtually wore him as the streak- 
ing Saints shut out Minnesota 26-0. It was 
Wilson who made the comparison. 

“I've played my whole career in a small me- 
dia market” said Swilling, “and people just 
don't know much about Pat Swilling. | think 
I've been at that caliber for a while.” Swilling is 
ahard guy to miss at 6-foot-3 and 242 
pounds, which are close to Mackey’s 
dimensions when he played 


for Baltimore. 
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Denver's Simon Fletcher, at 6-foot-6 and over 
240 pounds, is a bigger man than any of the 
great tight ends of the '60s, yet he has the lithe 
Movements, quickness, and body control that 
would have allowed him to excel at the posi- 
tion. Like Swilling, he plays in a small media 
market and carries the extra burden of Den- 
ver's failures in Super Bowls past. Neverthe- 
less, Wade Phillips, the Broncos defensive 
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coordinator, maintains that Fletcher is better 
than Cornelius Bennett. “Bennett got some 
recognition on TV, so he started talking about 
how great he was, controlling the game and 
all that stuff," said Phillips. In the AFC champi- 
onship game at Buffalo, Fletcher backed up 
. Phillips's words, playing at least even with 
the Buffalo star in the Bills’ 10-7 victory. 
Fletcher performed a key role in the de- 
fensive scheme that frustrated Kelly and 
stopped Thurman Thomas's running, 


At age 30, Wilber Marshall usually isn't 
grouped with the super linebackers any 
longer. Washington doesn't use him as he 
once was used by Buddy Ryan in Chicago. 
But every now and then, the Redskins alter 
their disciplined defensive style to make use of 
Marshall's skills, still fined-tuned after all these 
seasons. Ithappened in the 1991 playoffs and 
then against Buffalo in Super Bowl XXVI 

Richie Petitbon, the Redskins’ defensive co- 
ordinator, unleashes Marshall in selected situ- 
ations. Finding a way to stop the Bills’ high- 
scoring no-huddle offense was an example. 
When the Redskins beat the Bills in the final 

regular-season game in 1990, Marshall 
played a major role with a key sack and two 
forced fumbles on a day when Buffalo, which 
already had clinched the home-field advan- 
tage in the AFC playoffs, didn’t use a great 
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deal of no-huddle. In the Super Bowl, with the 
no-huddle in high gear a necessity for Buffalo, 
Pelitbon’s game plan used more blitzing than 
had been seen from a Washington team in 
memory. Thurman Thomas, assigned to block 
Marshall, couldn't even find him 


If there is one linebacker today who most re- 
sembles Ron Kramer, the most underrated of 
the old tight ends, it is Greg Lloyd of Pitts- 
burgh, whose slam-bang style is one of the 
Steelers’ main assets. Lloyd's speed when 
closing on a quarterback or a potential inter- 
ception is impressive. But it's a combination of 
his speed and his attitude that sets him apart. 
He plays angrily. He even wears a T-shirt that 
proclaims, "I wasn't hired for my disposition.” 

Lloyd was probably the best player not vot- 
ed to the Pro Bow! last year. His performance 
in the Steelers’ 33-27 overtime victory against 
Cincinnati was evidence of his true value. He 
made eight tackles, including two sacks, and 
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forced a pair of fumbles. Lloyd also made the 
play of the game. He fought off the block of a 
tight end, forcing Ickey Woods to cut inside, 
swatted the ball out of Woods's grasp, picked 
it up, and returned it 19 yards. That set up 
Pittsburgh's winning touchdown. 

It must have made Lloyd's football ances- 
tors proud, 
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Just when the Buffalo Bills thought they 

were performing a civic duty by pulling 
their city up by the bootstraps, they get kicked 
in the rear. For their sake, the Super Bowl 
should be a double-elimination affair. After 
consecutive losses, a team should be re- 
quired to take a year's leave of absence to 
restore lost dignity. By 1993, Thurman Thom- 
as will have found his helmet. A year away 
from center stage might also shrink his head 
enough to fit it 

Giving Buffalo a year off to lick its wounds is 
the No. 1 suggestion to improve the 1992 NFL 
season. Since odds are it won't be adopted by 
the cruel powers that be, we submit a variety 
of predictions and lists guaranteed either to 
happen or to make you wish they would. If 
some seem far-fetched or flights of fancy, we 
also offer lists of things that actually did hap- 
pen as a reminder that nothing is beyond the 
realm of possibility in the NFL. 

Yes, it is true, Thurman Thomas really did 
lose his helmet at the Super Bowl. It must have 
occurred sometime during the national an- 
them, shortly after “Oh, say, can you see?” 
Poor Thurman will be reminded of this over- 
sight often in the coming year and will no 
doubt get weary of the lack of respect. To his 
credit, he pulled a helmet from behind a podi- 
um in an early offseason appearance to dem- 
onstrate that good humor is usually the best 
way to deflect bad criticism 

It won't be easy for Buffalo to laugh off last 
season. Who says second-place is forgotten? 
The Bills only wish it were so. Ask the Denver 
Broncos or the Minnesota Vikings. In the Su- 
per Bowl, second best is a euphemism for 
last. The 26 teams who failed to make it 
couldn't do worse. The Indianapolis Colts won 
one game and lost 15, but at least they weren't 
humiliated in the Super Bow 
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Other Suggestions 

2. Trade Eric Dickerson for Herschel Walk- 
er. Think about it. Walker would flourish in Indi- 
anapolis, a bastion for amateur sports. Dicker- 
son would provide the one missing ingredient 
the Vikings need to get to the Super Bow! 

3. Ban cheerleaders. If Hammer can't 
dance on the sideline of the Atlanta Falcons 
and Ickey Woods can't dance in the end zone 
on the few occasions he reaches it, why are 
cheerleaders allowed to dance at all? 

4. Limit substitution. The Washington Red- 
skins were the best team in football. Quickly 
now, name six of their 22 starters. On defense, 
they were known to substitute all 11 players on 
occasion, depending on down and distance. 

“| feel the unlimited substitution is detract- 
ing from our game,” said New Orleans Saints 
president Jim Finks. “The average fan can't 
identify with who is on the field and what he's 
supposed to do.” 

As chairman of the Competition Committee, 
Finks is so serious about this that he intro- 
duced a proposal to limit the number of play- 
ers a team could dress to 40. He admitted it 
would go over like a Garo Yepremian spiral. 
For Finks, the suggestion represents a signifi- 
cant savings in payroll, so his motive is two- 
fold, but his point is well-taken, Football was 
‘once a game of great individual matchups— 
studied, anticipated, and understood by the 
fan. Now, it has evolved into a game of 
schemes and strategy, combination defenses 
and false looks designed to confuse oppo- 
nents. It confuses fans, too. 
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Look for This 

1, Steve Largent's name to be erased from 
the record books. It's not that the former Seat- 
tle Seahawks’ receiver was caught up in a 
scandal: it’s just that time has quickly caught 
up with three of his records. Before the year is 
out, Art Monk will surpass his 819 catches, 
Jerry Rice will overtake Largent’s 100 touch- 
down catches, and James Lofton will surpass 
his 13,089 yards. At least it took three guys to 
catch Largent 

2. Emmitt Smith of the Dallas Cowboys will 
be called the “best all-round back" in football 
and he won't complain about it, 

3, Mike Ditka will get a new hairdo, 

4, Detroit will not win 12. games. 

5. The NFC will win the Super Bowl 


Awards for 1992 

1. Most Valuable Player—Barry Sanders. 
You can imagine any team without any player 
until you get to the Detroit Lions. 

2, Best Athlete—Deion Sanders. Can foot- 
ball keep him? Doubt it 
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3. Best Lifetime Achievement—Lawrence 
Taylor. It's getting near the end, Better give 
him his due as a player who not only redefined 
the position of linebacker but changed the 
way football is played. 

4. The Julius Erving Farewell Tour Award— 
Mike Singletary. This is the final go-around for 
one of the last middle linebackers. 

5. The Best Linebacker on the New Orleans 
Saints—Sam Mills. Mills, Vaughan Johnson, 
and Pat Swilling all made the Pro Bowl. Rickey 
Jackson should have. Swilling led the league 
in sacks. But the 5-foot-9 Mills remains the 
best of the bunch. 


Smart Moves 

1. Thumbs Up. Mike Utley's spontaneous 
gesture from a stretcher inspired his Detroit 
teammates and served as an enduring sym- 
bol for the human spirit as well as for the 1991 
season. The image will linger long in the 
minds of all who watched the Lions’ improba- 
ble drive to their first home playoff appear- 
ance since 1957. Utley's struggle with paraly- 
sis touched athletes everywhere. 

“We dedicated this game to Mike. We all felt 
the impact of the tragedy,” said Rypien follow- 
ing the Super Bowl 

2. Any move Barry Sanders makes is smart- 
er than most. 

3. Mark Rypien’s decision to go for broke on 
a one-year contract. It was the kind of gamble 
even straight-laced Redskins coach Joe 
Gibbs admired. 

4, Relaxing the in-the-grasp rule. By simply 
reverting to common sense, the controversial 
in-the-grasp whistle was blown only four times 
last season, down from 20 the year before. No 
complaints and no harm. 

5. Tampa Bay hiring Sam Wyche. If Sam 
can't do it, nobody can. Shape up Vinny Tes- 
taverde, that is. There is legitimate concern 
over whether Testaverde even wants to be a 
professional quarterback anymore. Who 
could blame him if he turned his attention to 
deep-sea fishing? Sam has the knack to get 
whatever is left out of nice-guy Vinny. 

6. The Raiders protecting Ronnie Lott. A 
Plan B signee a year ago, Lott responded by 
leading the league in interceptions again 


Dumb Moves 

1. Mike Lynn leaving the Vikings. Who is left 
to blame? Wherever he lands, Minnesotans 
want him to send for Herschel 

2. US. bobsled team. It believed Walker 


when he said he was the world’s greatest sled 
pusher. At Albertville, Walker had to be re- 
placed after he screwed up and forgot how to 
get into the sled, 


continued 


3. John Robinson giving up on Gaston 
Green. Green's development in Denver re- 
vived the Broncos and hastened Robinson's 
departure from the Rams, where they found 
themselves in desperate need of a running 
back after drafting Green No. 1 

4. Bobby Humphrey walking away from 
Broncos. Anybody can be replaced. Denver's 
offensive coach, Mike Shanahan, discovered 
this when head coach Dan Reeves dismissed 
him for concealing his play-scripting in ca- 
hoots with quarterback John Elway. 

5. The Raiders starting Todd Marinovich in 
the playoffs. Strange timing. The Raiders sim- 
ply used the playoffs as a head start for the 
1992 preseason. Their fans deserved more. 
Say goodbye to Jay Schroeder. 


Gusto, Interviews, 
lemorable Personalities 

1, “I guess we have two Michael Jordans on 
this team."—Thurman Thomas, after finding 
out assistant coach Ted Marchibroda called 
Jim Kelly the Michael Jordan of the Bills. 

2. "I didn't feel comfortable with the situa- 
tion." —Tampa Bay owner Hugh Culverhouse, 
turning down Bill Parcells with the same words 
that Parcells used to turn down Culverhouse a 
week earlier. 

3. "Jacoby is a Neanderthal. He slobbers a 
lot. He probably kicks dogs in his neighbor- 
hood.""—Chuck Dickerson, Buffalo line coach, 
joking about Washington's Hogs. The Hogs 
weren't chuckling with Chuck. The week after 
the Super Bowl, the Bills chucked Chuck, 
blaming his loose tongue for the loss 


4. "We will structure, when we go back into 
camp, a method of discipline.”—Marv Levy, 
Buffalo coach. 

5. Deion Sanders, the only two-sport star 
left, said he wanted to be a three-sport star. “| 
want to be the first black dude to host one of 
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B those fishing shows.” The setting, he said, 
would not be a fancy resort. “Maybe a ditch,” 
he suggested. 

6. "First of all, the word genius isn't applica- 
ble in football. A genius was Norman Ein- 
stein." —Joe Theismann, genius commentator 
for ESPN. 

7. An advertising executive said Rypien 
was average-looking, had a terrible haircut, 
and no charisma. “Two of three are right. | do 
have a terrible haircut, but | think | have a little 
charisma," Rypien said. That was before the 
Super Bowl, when Rypien cashed in on talent. 


Indispensable 

1. Joe Montana and Randall Cunningham. 
The NFL welcomes back two of the most excit- 
ing players in the league for a 1992 season 
that promises to be far more interesting than 
1991 just by their presence. 

2. John Madden and Pat Summerall. The 
best thing to happen to football since Mon- 
tana and Cunningham. 

3. Richie Petitbon. Joe Gibbs's defensive 
coach has been to five Super Bowls with the 
Redskins (counting the first as a player). His 
defenses nearly wiped the run-and-shoot of- 
fense off the NFL map in 1991. Yet Petitbon 
professes no genius in his methods. He said 
the blitz at the start of the second half of the 
Super Bowl that resulted in an interception 
that broke Buffalo's back was put into the 
game plan at half time following a suggestion 
by linebacker coach Larry Peccatiello on the 
bus coming to the game. Had Petitbon 
bragged that he structured the blitz after 
weeks of analyzing computer breakdowns of 
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opponents’ tendencies on game video, he 
might have been interviewed for a head- 
coaching job someplace 


Expendable 

1. The huddle. The no-huddle appeals to 
the video generation. It's like watching a 
game on fast-forward. 

2. Steve Young. The need for backup quar- 
terbacks is apparent; the need for a $2 million 
backup is dwindling. Young can thank Steve 
Bono for that 

3. 2 Legit 2 Quit. Hammer's rap hit blared in 
the Atlanta Falcons’ locker room even after 
their embarrassing playoff loss to the Red- 
skins. “See,” said Deion Sanders, “It's just like 
we won.” continued 
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A) BOMB JACKET by Apex One. Exact jacket worn 
on NFL sidelines. Features quilt lining for added 
warmth, embroidered logo on left chest. Embroidered 
applique team name on back with zipper front & de- 
tachable hood. BEARS, BILLS, BENGALS, 49ers, 
BROWNS, CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, 
EAGLES, FALCONS, GIANTS, LIONS, PACKERS, 
RAIDERS, REDSKINS, STEELERS. Item FBK 
S(36), M(38-40), L(42-44),XL(46-48) $109.95 


B) OFFICIAL NFL PARKA by Starter. Thisis the 
parka worn on the sidelines. Quilt lining, team logo on 
front & team name on back. Full zipper front with snaps 
and bottom side zippers. Drawstring hood. Authentic 
Pro Line Quality. Most teams in stock for NFL-MLB- 
NHL-NCAA-NBA. Item FPA: S,M,L,XL $119.95; XXL 
$129.95. Childs (NFL only): S(8), M(12). L(16), XL(20) $89.95 
BLACK PRO LINE PARKA with Back Patch Same 
features as above, with large team logo on back. BILLS, 
CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, EAGLES, 49ers, 
FALCONS, GIANTS, OILERS, PACKERS, RAIDERS, 
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D) AUTHENTIC NFL GAME JERSEY 


1 PRO LINE 
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F) PROLINE SWEATSHIRT by Russell. This 


Wear what the Pro NFL Players wear. 
Pre-numbered and cut large for use over 
shoulder pads. When ordering specify team 
color or white. All teams in stock! Sizes: 
M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46) $79.95; 
XXL, $84.95. Item FPJ. Have your jersey 
customized exactly as the Pros with any 
name onname plate. Add $16.95. Allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, customized 
items are not returnable. 

£) PRO STARTER JACKET Durable 
STARTER satin twill with quilted lining and 
snap front. A favorite among NFL coaches 


for years. All teams in stock for all sports. 


|, L, XL: $84.95 (49ers $109.95; in- 
cludes team name across back). Item FPK. 
‘Team name on back of any jacket, add $28. 
Add $10 for any name embroidered in 
scripton frontleft chest. 
Sorry, customized items are not returnable. 


REDSKINS. Item FBP. S, M, L, XL.$129.95. (No Childs) 
C) AUTHENTIC NFL HELMET by Riddell can now 
be yours! Identical to the ones worn by the Pros. All 
teams available - size Large only. $189.95. Item FPH. 
C1) REPLICA NFLHELMET $74.95 lem FRH. 


* Use this form or one of your own 


heavy-duty sweatshirt will give you the same high 
performance as it does the Pros. Cowboys, 49ers, 
Bears, Browns, Dolphins, Eagles, Giants, Falcons, 
Packers, Raiders, Redskins, Saints, Steelers. 
Sizes: M, L, XL $32.95; XXL $39.95; Item FRS 


G) PRO LINE T-SHIRT by Bike. Same heavy 
weight t-shirt the Pros wear. All NFL teams! 
Sizes: M, L, XL $16.95; XXL$21.95. Item FPT 


1) PRO LINE NFL CAP 100% Wool cap has 

team name & logo embroidered on front. 

Adjustable. $19.95 each, Item FPC. 

2) COTTON TWILL Cap $12.95, Item FCC; 

3) NFL WOOL STARTER CAP $17.95, Item FWC; 

4) BLACK ZUBAZ CAP $14.95, Item FBZ; 

5) NEWERA NAL CAP $17.95, Item FLC. 
AllCaps Adjustable. 


Dept. SSF92 


CHARGE IT! Phone: 1-800-PRO-TEAM 


Payagbyeneck or [ITEM # | DESCRIPTION | TEAM ory 
*1-2 week delivery on most orders Mail your order to: 
(4-5 weeks on personal checks, MANNY'S BASEBALL LAND. 
4-6 weeks on customized items). Dept, SSF92 

*Postage: $5.95 shipping within the U.S. [2848 SE Suzanne Dr. 

$9.95 19 APO EO Canada, AK.) Paybr: Check (Money Order QVISA CMC CIDISCOVER CAE Sub total] 
Yourname, | oa Postage| 
address & Total enclosed| 


Size (PRICE [TOTAL] 


phone #: 


Credit Card #: 


Exp. 
STREET &SMITH'S FOOTBALL, 1992 


Annoying 

1. Instant Replay. The NFL agreed and got 
tid of it to aid officiating 

2. The idea of an 18-week season with two 
byes. The NFL agreed and kept the season at 
17 weeks as a favor to TV networks that 
couldn't sell advertising 

3. Any athlete who refers to himself in the 
third person 


Satisfying 

1. The best teams almost always win. See 
Washington Redskins. 

2. A domed team never has made it to the 
Super Bowl and never will in a million years 


3, Mud. There is still at least one gras 
field lett in every division. 

4, Old coaches. New England's DickMac’ 
Pherson, 61, showed more enthusiasm than 
coaches half his age, convincing owners that 
age is no barrier. The Rams hired Chuck 
Knox, 60; the Colts hired Ted Marchibroda, 
61; the Seahawks hired Tom Flores, 55; the 
Chargers hired Bobby Ross, 55, who hired Bill 
Amsparger, 65, as defensive coordinator. 


On the Spot in 1992 

1. The Bills. No team has returned to a third 
consecutive Super Bowl after losing two in a 
row. The only team to attend three in a row 
was the 1970-72 Miami Dolphins, who won 
the last two. 

2. Jim Shofner. The new Bills quarterback 
coach, who replaced Ted Marchibroda, must 
learn to get along with Jim Kelly, who rarely 
finished a sentence without mentioning Mar- 
chibroda at least once. 

3. Bruce Smith. Is he or isn’t he the real 
Bruce Smith? 

4, Herschel Walker. Wherever he is, what- 
ever he's doing, Herschel's deeds must live 
up to Herschel's words. 


26 ‘Bob Rosato 


‘ojeso4 908 


5. Eric Dickerson. This is Dickerson’s last 
chance to prove he can make a run at Walter 
Payton's record. He has to average 90 yards a 
game for three more years to do it. For nine 
years, Dickerson has averaged 98.7, but in 
the last four years, his yearly average has tum- 
bled from 103.7 to 87.4 to 61.5 to 53.6 

6. Randall Cunningham. Will the new knee 
keep Cunningham a step ahead of his pursuit, 
including impatient Philly fans who have yet to 
witness Cunningham throw a touchdown pass 
ina playoff game? 

7. Warren Moon. Time is running out on the 
Houston Oilers. 


On the Rise 

1. Dallas Cowboys. Jimmy Johnson and 
Jerry Jones definitely know what they're do- 
ing. Two years after finishing 1-15, this team 
was disappointed that it failed by one game 


to get to the NFC 


championship. 
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2. San Francisco 49ers. With Joe Montana 
back, look for the 49ers to be playing late into 
January again. They might have been the sec- 
ond-best team in football when their season 
ended prematurely after a 52-14 conquest of 
the Bears. 

3. Hugh Millen. The Patriots’ quarterback 
threw twice as many interceptions (18) as 
touchdown passes (9), but you have to root for 
@ guy who admits a mistake and then quotes 
Theodore Roosevelt. 


Hard to Believe 

1. The Vikings led the NFC in rushing last 
year. Yes, there was a Herschel, after all 

2. The great quarterback class of 1983 is 
0-7 in Super Bowls. John Elway is 0-3, Jim 
Kelly is 0-2, and Dan Marino and Tony Eason 
are each 0-1. Ken O'Brien and Todd Black- 
ledge are 0-0. 

3. Al Davis is in the Hall of Fame. 

4. John Mackey is in the Hall of Fame. 

5, Buddy Ryan didn't get a job 

6. Bill Walsh is coaching at Stanford. 

7. Chuck Noll isn't coaching anymore. 


Questions for 1992 

1. Are Mike Holmgren and Lindy Infante 
the same person? 

2. Is David Shula a chip off the old block 
and tackle? 

3. Is Bill Parcells happy and healthy? 

4, Can you name Chuck Noll's replace- 
ment? 

5. Will Bill Walsh recruit? 

6. Will Phil Simms have to sit on the bench 
again? 

7. Will Joe Gibbs and Jerry Glanville settle 
this once and for all on a drag strip some rainy 
night in Georgia? 

8. Is Bill Belichick real? 

9. Which NFC East team will win the Super 
Bowl this year? oO 
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J) NELTURTLENECK The Pros stay warm 
right up to their chins with this classic. Also 
great for skiing or ‘layering’ on winter days. 
50/50 cotton/poly, Machine washable. All 
NFL and most MLB & NHL teams in stock. 
S,M,L,XL $34.95; XXL $39.95 each. Item FTN 


K) NELSTRIPED JERSEY 50/50 poly/cotton 
heavyweight knit jersey in team colors feature 
sewn in contrasting sleeve stripes. ALLNFL 
TEAMS! Sizes: S,M, L, XL $19.95 each. Item FSJ 


ZUBAZ PANTS (not shown) Authentic Pro 

Line, as seen on NFL sidelines. Elastic waist 

with drawstring and pockets. BEARS, 

BENGALS, CHIEFS, EAGLES, FALCONS, 

LIONS, SAINTS, STEELERS. Sizes: S,M,L,XL 

ZUBAZ PANTS $35.95, Item FZP; 

ZUBAZ SHORTS $30.95, Item FZS; 

BLACK ZUBAZ CAP (Most Teams Available): 
14.95, Item a 


L) THEAWARD JACKET by DeLong. Body is 
constructed of the finest 24 oz. wool with 
leather sleeves and pocket trim. Heavy weight 
uilted lining, official chenille emblems on 
chest, back, and championship patch on left 
sleeves. An official NFL classic. Allteams, 
Allsports available! Item FAK Sizes: S(36), 
M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46-48) $244.95 each; 
XXL (50-52) $264.95; 3XL(54-56) $284.95; 
4XL(58-60) $304.95 each. 


M) REPLICA NFL JERSEYS Wear the mesh 
replica jersey of your favorite team! Styled 
after the Pro Jersey with a popular player's 
number on front and back. All NFL teams in 
stock! M,L, XL, XXL $29.95 ea.; Item FRU 


N) COACHES SHIRT Same shirt as NFL 
coaches wear onthe sidelines. Combining 
casual style and comfort, this versatile short- 
sleeve top can be worn almost anywhere. 
With official team logo directly embroidered 
on chest, 3-button placket and rib-knit collar, 
this shirt is destined to be a favorite. 
Machine washable, All NFL & MLB teams in 
stock! S,M,L, XL $34.95 each, Item FPS 


NFL T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS (Not shown). 
Made by America’s finest athletic companies 
with official team logo printed on front chest. 
ALLTEAMS AND SPORTS IN STOCK! 
T-SHIRT, Item FTS: S, M, L, XL $12.95 
XXL, 3XL, 4XL $19.95 ea. (NFL & MLB only) 


i PRO LINE 


O) THROWBACK T-SHIRTS & 

THROWBACK SWEATSHIRTS The most 
comfortable shirts we've found! Through 
special processing, they have been 
‘weathered’ to look & feel as if they were 
pre-worn, Old grid-iron graphics are 
proudly displayed on front. Machine wash 
BEARS, BILLS, BROWNS, COWBOYS, 
EAGLES, 49ers, GIANTS, LIONS, PACK- 
ERS, RAIDERS, REDSKINS, STEELERS. 
T-SHIRT (100% Cotton) $23.95, Item TWT; 
SWEATSHIRT (9 0z.: 80 cotton/20 poly) 

48.95, Item TWS. Size Large or XLonly. 

P) NFLTHROWBACK CAPS 100% woo! 
caps with embroidered team logos. 


Adjustable back, $21.95 each, Item TFC. 
‘54 BROWNS. ‘S8COLTS ‘68JETS 
‘27BULLDOGS 'S3LIONS — ‘46DONS 
‘A7CARDINALS '67RAIDERS ‘40 BEARS 
‘4O0DODGERS '36REDSKINS. 
‘25PANTHERS = ‘63N.Y. GIANTS 

‘61 PACKERS '27 N.Y. YANKEES. 


SWEATSHIRT, Item FSS: S, M, L, XL $24.95, 
XXL, 3XL, 4XL $32.95 ea. (NFL,MLB only) 


* Use this form or one of your own. 


CHARGE IT! Phone: 


Dept. SSF92 


1-800-PRO-TEAM 


RI PRICE! 7 Faveg by shack [ITEM # 7 DESCRIPTION. TEAM Size JOTY | PRICE | TOTAL 
*1-2 week delivery on most orders ve Mall your order to: 
(4-5 weeks on personal checks, MANNY'S BASEBALL LAND 
4-6 weeks on customized items) Dept. ssF92 

*Postage: $5.95 shipping within the U. S. gee St Sucaneie Ot 

$9.95 to APO / FPO, Canada, AK, : Sub total 

PR, Hi: (Money Orders inU.S.$ only). Payby:CCheck OMoney Order CIVISA CIMC CIDISCOVER DAE P 
Yourname, ‘ostage| 
acess g Total enclosed| 
phone #: Credit Card Ep. 
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4 falented 
young cast of 
NFL players is 


victories foday 
and records 


by Bick Gosselim 


DALLAS MORNING NEWS 


Football labels them as runners. 
History labels them as sprinters. 
Barry Sanders, Emmitt Smith, and 
Thurman Thomas are halfbacks in a 
hurry. Give them the ball and de- 
fenses, not to mention NFL records, 
are in jeopardy. The league has not 
seen a trio of buzz saw halfbacks of this 
caliber since the early 1980s, when Tony Dor- 
sett, Walter Payton, and Billy Sims were spit- 
ting 100-yard games and 1,000-yard seasons 
at stacked defenses. 
Sanders and Smith each won an NFL rush- 
ing championship in his second season. Pay- 
ton didn't win one until his third year, O.J. 
Simpson his fourth, and Tony Dorsett. . . never. 
Thomas has not won an NFL rushing crown 
yet, but he has lost out twice on the final day of 
the season. Sanders topped him in 1990 and 
Smith in 1991, forcing Thomas to settle for the 
AFC crown both years, But he has led the NFL 
in yards from scrimmage the last three sea- 
sons—the first time anyone has done that 
since Jim Brown in the early 1960s. 
Sanders and Smith hit the 500-career carry 
mark at the budding age of 22 and Thomas at 
23. The only player in pro football to reach that 
checkpoint faster was Payton, who beat 
Sanders there by less than two weeks. Fast 
feet have put Sanders, Smith, and Thomas in 
fast company. And the company figures to get 
faster. Smith is still only 23, Sanders 24, and 
Thomas 26, and already they are sprinting to- 
ward the historical class of Brown, Payton, 
and Simpson 
“My class?" Payton says with a smile. “I'm 
trying to get in their class. | was just a fast guy 
who worked hard. Those guys are Holly- 
wood—lots of flash.” 
Those three runners head a talented young 
cast of NFL fast starters who are chasing vic- 
tories today and records tomorrow. 
Kansas City linebacker Derrick Thomas has 
racked up 43% sacks in his first three sea- 
sons. Lawrence Taylor, the NFL record hold- 
er, didn’t pick up his 40th sack until his fifth 
year. Atlanta wide receiver Andre Rison has 
‘caught 215 passes in his first three seasons. 
Steve Largent, the NFL career leader, didn't 
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catch his 200th pass until his fourth year 
Washington place-kicker Chip Lohmiller has 
109 field goals in his first four seasons. That's 
one more than Jan Stenerud, the all-time 
record holder, managed in his first four years. 

But it's not how you start, it's how you finish 
George Rogers led the NFL in rushing as a 
rookie with 1,674 yards for the New Orleans 
Saints in 1981. But he never came within 450 
yards of that again and was out of the league 
after seven years. Conversely, Eric Dickerson 
continued to fuel his early charge. He also led 
the NFL in rushing as a rookie, gaining 1,808 
yards for the Los Angeles Rams in 1983. But 
he has topped that twice since then, won 
three more rushing crowns, and now ranks 
third on the all-time rushing list. He needs 301 
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more yards to overtake Dorsett for the No. 2 
spot and 4,287 yards to catch Payton on top. 

Wide receiver Sammy White hit Minnesota 
like a blizzard in 1976, catching an NFC-lead- 
ing 10 touchdown passes in his rookie sea- 
son. He followed that up with nine touch- 
downs in 1977 and nine more in 1978, both 
times leading the conference. But his hands 
overheated. He caught only 22 more TD 
passes in his final seven seasons. Jerry Rice, 
‘on the other hand, continues to sizzle for the 
San Francisco 49ers. He caught 15 touch- 
down passes in his second season and 22 in 
his third. He has been in double figures three 
times since then and now has 93 touchdowns 
in his seven-year career, just seven short of 
Largent’s NFL record. 

Only one rookie quarterback ever passed 
for more yards than the 2,507 by Bufialo’s 
Dennis Shaw in 1970. But Shaw fell off to 
1,800 yards in his second season and 1,600 in 
his third before losing his starting job to Joe 
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Ferguson. Shaw knocked around for four 
more seasons with three other teams before 
fading away, never fulilling his early promise. 
Then there’s Dan Marino, who passed for 
2,210 yards in his rookie year. But he 
slammed his career into overdrive in his sec- 
ond season, amassing an NFL-record 5,084 
yards. Marino has been over 4,000 yards 
three times since then and now ranks fourth 
on the all-time list, with 35,386 yards. 

The historical footnote for greatness is con- 
sistency. Do it once. . .then do it again and 
again. That's the challenge facing Lohmiller, 
Rison, Sanders, Smith, and the two Thomases 
as they approach their primes. All have had 
great seasons. But a few seasons do not 
make a career. 


. 

“When they place the names of the greatest 
linebackers ever to play the game on the mar- 
que,” Derrick Thomas said, "I hope my name 
is up there.” He already knows his barometer 
for greatness. “L.T. is the guy,” Thomas said. 
“No matter who you are or what you do, until 
you exceed what he's done, they'll always 
say, ‘He played like L.T. If you can't get to his 
plateau, you can never go beyond him.” 

Thomas has gone to the Pro Bow! in each of 
his first three seasons. But so did Taylor—and 
he didn’t stop at three. “When I'm in my 10th 
year and I've gone to 10 Pro Bowls like Law- 
rence Taylor did, then | can say I'm at the 
point he was at,” Thomas said 

Thomas has already taken bold strides to 
place himself on the same track with Taylor. 
He hit double figures in sacks as a rookie, with 
10. It took Taylor four years before he hit dou- 
ble figures. Thomas hit the 20-sack level as a 
pro sophomore. It took Taylor six years before 
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he registered his only 20-sack season. Thom- 
as also has had a seven-sack game. No one, 
not even L.T., has ever done that. Only Phila- 
delphia defensive end Reggie White is aver- 
aging a sack per game for his NFL career. But 
Thomas is just off the pace with 43% in 47 
games. At just 25 years of age, Thomas feels 
his best is yet to come. So do the Chiefs. 

“Derrick’s got the athletic ability to do the 
things that Lawrence has done,” Kansas City 
coach Marty Schottenheimer said. "Barring 
injury, if we continue to do the things we need 
to do as a team and create the situations 
where Derrick can get his rushes, he can post 
some pretty significant sack numbers.” 


Like Thomas, Rison need not look to the 
record book for his barometer of greatness 
He need only look onto the field. Playing in the 
NFC West, Rison gets to see the magical 
hands and strides of Jerry Rice twice a year. 

“I've been classified as the second- or 
third-best receiver in the game,” Rison said 
“But I'm still young [25]. For me to be classi- 
fied with the best, | know | have to accept the 
challenge of being compared to Jerry.” 

And Rison likes those comparisons. He al- 
ready has more catches than Rice at the same 
stage in his career. In fact, no player in pro 
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football history had more receptions than Ri- 
son after three seasons. 

“When | hear about the records Jerry has 
broken or is in the process of breaking," Rison 
said, “I think, If he’s on a pace to break Lar- 
gent's records and I'm on a pace to break 
his . . . Where is that going to put me?" 

Rison caught 52 passes as a rookie for Indi- 
anapolis, then was traded to the Falcons in a 
deal that sent the Colts the first overall pick of 
the 1990 draft (Jeff George). Jerry Glanville 
arrived in Atlanta at the same time and in- 
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fast Company 


stalled his Red Gun offense, a variation of the 
Run & Shoot. The Falcons became a pass- 
Conscious team and Rison has benefited, 
ringing up 82 receptions and 10 touchdowns 
in 1990 and 81 catches and 12 scores in '91 

“I'm still learning about the game,” Rison 
said. “If | stay healthy and the good Lord is 
willing, hopefully | can finish at the top. At the 
pace I'm going, | will end up on top.” 


Sanders 


The top is a familiar domain for Sanders. He 
won the Heisman Trophy at Oklahoma State in 
1988 when he set NCAA records with his 
2,628 rushing yards and 39 touchdowns. He 
chose to skip his senior year to play in the NFL 
and won the NFC rushing title as a rookie. 
Then he won his NFL title. Last season he 
finished 15 yards behind Smith for both the 
NFC and NFL crowns—and he played one 
fewer game. Sanders is one of only seven run- 
ning backs in history to rush for 1,000 yards in 
each of his first three NFL seasons. Dickerson 
and Dorsett are also on that list. Payton and 
Simpson are not. 

“Sanders is unbelievable,” Dorsett said. “I 
think I've seen more of him than most de- 
fenses do. It's going to be hard to find a better 
‘one than him.” 

What makes Sanders so unbelievable is his 
combination of speed—he runs a 4.3 40-yard 
dash—and his paralyzing ability to stop-and- 
start. That forces defenders to stop along with 
him, and none can match his first-step burst 
when he redirects. Few even lay a hand on 
him. Detroit running backs coach Billie Mat- 
thews says that's a skill Sanders polished long 
before he came to the Lions. Long before he 
arrived at Oklahoma State, in fact. 

“He learned that as a youngster playing 
touch football,” Matthews said. “You run for- 
ever to keep a guy from touching you. You 
make moves, go back and forth, juke guys. 
You run backwards, sideways, any which way 
to keep the guy from touching you. That's the 
style Barry uses today. A lot of guys barely 
touch him, especially the first guy. I've seen 
Barry make runs where there were four or five 
guys left on the ground, guys who were trying 
to tackle him but couldn't even touch him.” 


LZnumitt Sraith 

Smith is longer on flash than he is on dash. 
Even though he lacks the game-breaker 
speed of a Sanders, Smith still scored 11 
touchdowns as a rookie and 13 last season. 
He also shared the NFL lead for 100-yard 
Tushing games, with eight, and now has 80 in 
his 119-game football career dating back to 
high school. His teams are 70-10 when he 
rushes for 100. 

“Emmitt is prolific at what he does,” Dallas 
running backs coach Joe Brodsky said. “The 
Control of his feet and his hips just sets him 
apart. | hate to say Payton, because it's awful- 
ly early in Emmitt’s career, but | can't compare 
him to a bunch of those other guys because 
most of them had blazing speed. Payton 
didn't—but he was a long-term guy. He was a 
tough guy who played and practiced with 
nicks, That's Emmitt.” 

The Cowboys apparently want to find out 
just how tough Smith is. He led the NFL with 
365 carries last season. That's more than 
Brown, Franco Harris, or Simpson ever car- 
tied the ball in a single season. Smith became 
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the youngest player in history ever to rush the 
ball 350 times in a season and also the small- 
est (5-9, 203 pounds). He set a club record 
with his 34 carries in a game against Washing- 
ton and had four other 30-carry games last 
year. Dorsett, the franchise's all-time rushing 
leader, did not carry the ball 30 times in a 
game until his fifth NFL season. He wound up 
playing 12 years. 

“All | can do is use Earl Campbell as an 
example,” Smith said. “At this pace, | might 
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be out of gas by the time I'm 27 or 28. | want to 
keep up my performance—but if | carry the 
ball 300 times every year, | can't sit here and 
tell you I'll be in the league a long time.” 


Thurman Thomas 

The Bills have found a way to spread out the 
workload for their star running back, Thurman 
Thomas. They remove him from the traffic flow 
and eliminate some of the big hits by isolating 
him one-on-one in the passing game. Thomas 
carried the ball only 288 times last season, but 
he led the NFL running backs with his 62 
catches. Those 631 receiving yards on top of 
his 1,407 rushing yards gave Thomas his first 
2,000-yard season. That softened the blow of 
not winning the rushing crown despite his 
career-high rushing total. 

“When you look at all the great running 
backs and how few rushing titles they won, it’s 
really not that important to me,” Thomas said. 
“Only a handful [11] have ever gotten 2,000 
yards in a season. | can live with that. | don't 
want to be just a running back. | want to be the 
Most complete back ever to play in the Nation- 
al Football League.” 

Thomas displayed his completeness in a 
game against the Miami Dolphins last season 
when he rushed 25 times for 165 yards and 
caught eight passes for 103 yards. He be- 
came the first player in Buffalo history to man- 
age that double. Now Thomas wants another 
double—1,000 yards rushing and receiving in 
the same season. Only one player has ever 
done it. San Francisco's Roger Craig rushed 
for 1,050 yards on 214 carries and caught 92 
passes for 1,016 yards in 1985. 

“That would be a major accomplishment,” 
Thomas said. “That's something | want.” 


The potential challenge bubbling from Loh- 
miller does not come as a surprise to Sten- 
erud. Back in the spring of 1988, Stenerud 
received a phone call from Bobby Beathard, 
who was the general manager of the Wash- 
ington Redskins at the time. Beathard had 
been a scout for the Kansas City Chiefs in the 
1960s and was instrumental in Stenerud’s 
signing with the AFL team during the bidding 


war between the two leagues. Dave Black 
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“Bobby said he scouted a guy who remind- 
ed him of me, a guy by the name of Chip 
Lohmiller,” Stenerud said. "He said he was 
the best talent he'd seen since | came along.” 

Beathard’s talk translated into action that 
April. The Redskins selected Lohmiller, the 
University of Minnesota's all-time leading 
scorer, in the second round of the draft. It was 
the highest the Redskins had taken a kicker 
since 1966, when they drafted Charlie Gogo- 
lak in the first round. 

“We'd never usually think of taking a kicker 
that high,” Beathard said. “But there was 
something about this guy that made us think 
he'd be a real weapon. In our discussions 
there was never any of that, ‘Oh my gosh, a 
kicker...’ Everyone had strong feelings about 
him. We felt if we didn't take him there, we 
wouldn't get him.” 

Lohmiller has been everything that Beath- 
ard and the Redskins expected of him. He has 
played four NFL seasons and every one has 
been better than the last. He kicked 19 field 
goals and scored 97 points as a rookie. He 
followed that up with 29 field goals and 128 
points in 1989, 30 field goals and 131 points in 
1990, and 31 field goals and 149 points on his 
way to his first Pro Bowl in 1991. Lohmiller is 
averaging 27.3 field goals and 126.3 points 
per year. At that pace, he would overtake 
Stenerud in both career field goals and points 
(Stenerud ranks No. 2 all-time, with 1,699) in 
his 14th season. It took Stenerud 19 years to 
amass his records 

“Jan was the best I had ever seen,” Beath- 
ard said. “He had such a great leg, a real 
whip. Consistency, accuracy. . .Chip hasa lot 
of the same qualities. He's the only guy I've 
seen close to Jan.” | 
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S¢1 appreciate FOOTBALL 
NEWS and the information it 
contains. | have been an avid 
reader for 20 years, and time 
has notdiminished my enthusi- 
asm when | receive it.?? 

—tLou Holtz, 
Notre Dame coach 


£61 turn to the FOOTBALL 
NEWS for up-to-date facts and 
figures on college and pro foot- 
ball. Statistics, scouting reports, 
previews — FOOTBALL 
NEWS is the most comprehen- 
sive publication of its kind.?? 
—Dennis Erickson, 
University of Miami coach 
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Pe e 


to know about college and pro football is in each issue. Our NFL Preview edition will 
be out in mid-July, followed by our College Preview edition in August and then 18 
weekly issues beginning in September which will take you through the Bowl Games 


and the Super Bowl in January. 


As a SPECIAL BONUS all paid orders will receive a FREE copy of the 1992 FN 
Preseason Football Guide as our way of saying thanks for your order. This handy 
pocket guide has a value of $3.95 and is chock full of NFL and college rosters, 


schedules, results and preseason predictions. 


This is a NO-RISK offer. If you are not completely satisfied we'll refund your money 
or you can mark “Please Cancel” on your first invoice and you'll owe nothing. 
Call 1-800-521-8808 to JOIN THE FOOTBALL EXPERTS and get your FREE copy | Jiliil 


of the 1992 FN Preseason Football Guide. 


Act Now and Receive a 
FREE FN Football Guide! 


+ Draft Recap 
FREE WITH YOUR PAID ORDER Jj 
A $3.95 VALUE! I 


Name. 
Address 


City 


0 

SPECIAL BONUS! | Football News—America’s #1 Grid Weekly 
I 17820 E. Warren Ave., Detroit, Mi 48224 
1 [Enclosed is $27.50. | save 53% and get a FREE copy of the FN Football Guide. 


* 1992 Schedules I O Check enclosed O Charge my creditcard: Visa O M/C O Amex 
+ Preseason Previews I Acct # Expire Date. 

* Numerical Rosters F 

“TV Listings I Bill me later for $29.95. Send my FREE FN Football Guide O6L 


when | pay my first invoice. 


1-800-521-8808 


St. __Zip 


NFC dominance has become a Na- 

tional plot with headquarters in the 
nation's capital. The AFC should investi- 
gate before it's too late and the NFC wins a 
ninth consecutive Super Bowl. 

The draft is Exhibit A. The AFC should pro- 
test. The Washington Redskins win the Super 
Bowl easily to culminate one of the great sea- 
sons in NFL history. Then they draft higher 
than any Super Bowl! winner in history. They 
lead the league in scoring and wind up with 
the most exciting and productive offensive 
Player in college, Heisman Trophy-winning 
receiver Desmond Howard of Michigan. 

This is not how the NFL system of checks 
and balances is supposed to work. The Red- 
skins already have the Posse of Art Monk, 
Gary Clark, and Ricky Sanders to catch 
passes from Mark Rypien. Now they add an- 
‘other game-breaking receiver and kick return- 
er who will need about 15 minutes of indoctri- 
nation before fitting into coach Joe Gibbs's 
offensive plans. Unlike last year's third-round 
steal, running back Ricky Ervins, Howard will 
not need to learn the plays and intricate ad- 
justments of the one-back offense. Howard 
was the one blue-chip offensive prospect in 
the draft capable of making an instant differ- 
ence. The Green Bay Packers planned to 
draft him with the fifth pick, but the Redskins 
found out and pulled a trade with the Cincin- 
nati Bengals to jump ahead of the Pack, 

Ahead of the pack is where the Redskins 
find themselves after a rare season. They be- 
came only the ninth team in NFL history to 
outscore opponents by 200 points and win a 
title. The point margin represents a true test of 
season-long dominance offensively and de- 
fensively. The accomplishment guaranteed 
the Redskins a special place among the list of 
outstanding teams. What it doesn't guarantee 
are back-to-back titles. The 1988-89 San 
Francisco 49ers are the only repeat champi- 
ons since the 1978-79 Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Getting out of the tough NFC East Division 
will be challenge enough for Gibbs and his 
Redskins. The New York Giants are out to 
prove they are better than a .500 team. The 
Philadelphia Eagles get quarterback Randall 
Cunningham back. The Dallas Cowboys 
knocked on the door last year and are adding 
young prospects at a record rate thanks to the 
Herschel Walker trade that never dies. Add 
the return of Joe Montana to the 49ers after a 
year away to heal a sore elbow and the NFC is 
as strong as ever in 1992. Two of the top four 
passers in the league last year according to 
the passer-efficiency rating played for the 
49ers and neither was named Montana. Steve 
Young beat out Rypien and Steve Bono was 
fourth, behind Buffalo's Jim Kelly. 

Expansion and realignment have been 
Pushed back at least until 1995, with no guar- 
antee they will happen then. When and if they 
do, some NFC teams will be happy to break 


34 


a 
oon oa 
Ywesnigeniees aha doen rrane 


by DON PIERSON 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


old ties and jump into the AFC to create a new 
balance of power. Dominance is supposed to 
go in cycles, but the AFC is running in place. 
If the Redskins and 49ers were lonesome at 
the top of the NFC heap, the AFC could take 
heart. But a look around reveals many of the 
best young teams also residing in the NFC. 
The Cowboys bounced from, 1-15 to the play- 
offs in two years. The New Orleans Saints cel- 
ebrated their silver anniversary season by 
winning their first NFC West title. The Atlanta 
Falcons have more No. 1 draft choices than 
any other team and beat the 49ers twice and 
the Saints twice, including a playoff game. 
The Detroit Lions won the NFC Central Divi- 
sion title and hosted their first playoff game 
since 1957. 


the standings in overall defense (yards al- 
lowed): 1. Eagles 2. Saints 3. Redskins 4 
Bears (5. Broncos) 6. 49ers 7. Giants. Most of 
the top individual stars played in the NFC 
Emmitt Smith of the Cowboys and Barry Sand- 
ers of the Lions finished 1-2 in rushing. Steve 
Young of the 49ers and Mark Rypien of the 
Redskins were 1-2 in passing. Michael Irvin of 
the Cowboys, Gary Clark of the Redskins, and 
Jerry Rice of the 49ers were 1-2-3 in receiving 
yards. Mel Gray of the Lions, Brian Mitchell of 
the Redskins, and Kelvin Martin of the Cow- 
boys were 1-2-3 in punt returns. Gray was first 
in kickoff returns. Chip Lohmiller of the Red- 
skins led the league in scoring and Sanders, 
Rice, and Smith were 1-2-3 in scoring among 
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non-kickers. Pat Swilling of the Saints led the 
league in sacks with Reggie White of the 
Eagles tied for second. 

Many of the youngest stars in the NFL play 
in the NFC. Rushers Smith, Sanders, Ervins, 
and Rodney Hampton of the Giants are all 
younger than Buffalo's Thurman Thomas. 
Passers Rypien, Troy Aikman of the Cowboys, 
and Chris Miller of the Falcons are younger 
than AFC quarterbacks Kelly, Bernie Kosar, 
Dan Marino, Warren Moon, and John Elway. 
Not everyone in the NFC is young. This could 
be the final hurrah for Lawrence Taylor of the 
Giants and Mike Singletary of the Bears, line- 
backers of the '80s. Montana is 36 and Phil 
‘Simms of the Giants will be 37 before season's 
end, The incomparable Jerry Rice will turn 30. 
So will Chicago's Refrigerator, William Perry, 
whose wonderful rookie season of 1985 didn't 
seem that long ago. 


EASTERN DIVISION 

Unquestionably the toughest division in 
football, four of the last six Super Bowl winners 
have come from here: the Giants of 1986 and 
4990 and the Redskins of 1987 and 1991. The 
Cowboys and Eagles both are good enough 
to win it this year with some health and luck, 
Only the lowly Cardinals are hopelessly out of 
it, eagerly awaiting realignment. Owner Bill 
Bidwill didn't move his team to Phoenix think- 
ing it was East. 

The Redskins will be difficult to unseat for 
‘one reason: stability at quarterback. Rypien’s 
development gives Joe Gibbs a luxury he has 
not enjoyed in other years. In the past, the 
Redskins were switching from Joe Theismann 
to Jay Schroeder to Doug Williams to Rypien 
to Stan Humphries to Rypien while the Giants 
were beating them with Simms and the Eagles 
were scaring them with Cunningham. "| hope 
now we're the ones who have a stable quarter- 
back situation,” Gibbs said, “| hope the other 
guys are sweating over there about who is 
playing quarterback,” 

The Cowboys beat the Redskins in RFK and 
beat the Bears in Chicago in the playoffs be- 
fore losing to the Lions in Detroit one game 
before the NEC championship. Whether they 
are ready to take the logical next step de- 
pends mostly on the health of quarterback 
Troy Aikman, For two seasons in a row, injury 
has slowed or knocked out Aikman by the end 
of the year, 

The Eagles are counting on a big come- 
back from Randall Cunningham, the once in- 
destructible rubber quarterback who got 
knocked out of last season in the first game 
with a knee injury. While battle-scarred veter- 
an Jim McMahon led a valiant charge be- 
tween injuries of his own, the Eagles fell short 
of the playoffs in their first shot without coach 
Buddy Ryan. The defense under new coordi- 
nator Bud Carson was as awesome as it can 
get, finishing first in total yards allowed and 
first against the run and pass, the first such 
triple crown since the 1975 Minnesota Vikings. 

The Giants fell to 8-8 on merit. They showed 
inexperience at the top and frays around the 
edges. Coach Ray Handley promises to run 
his own ship rather than try to follow the rules 
that worked for Bill Parcells. Super Bow! quar- 
terbacks Jeff Hostetler and Phil Simms looked 
like an unfair advantage last year. Now there 
is concern over how much is left in either. The 
offense remains stuffy and the defense can no 
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longer stuff. Lawrence Taylor is on his last 
legs with no one in sight to take up the slack. 
The Giants are big, but not fast. Who is going 
to cover Desmond Howard or chase Emmitt 
Smith and Randall Cunningham? 

The Cardinals are banking on the return of 
Timm Rosenbach from a knee injury that 
knocked him out last season just when it was 
beginning to look like he was figuring things out. 


CENTRAL DIVISION 

The Bears got too comfortable last season 
and had their rug pulled out from under them 
by the Lions. This is the worst division in foot- 
ball, featuring three of the four new coaches 
hired in the NFC. All three—Tampa Bay's Sam 
Wyche, Minnesota's Dennis Green, and 
Green Bay's Mike Holmgren—have roots to 
Bill Walsh and the San Francisco 49ers. All 
were hired after the Bears were pummeled by 
the 49ers, 52-14, on the final Monday night 
telecast of the regular season, a game no 
doubt viewed by the owners of the Bucs, Vi- 
kings, and Packers. The Bears need to finish 
as strongly as they start in order to get out of a 
rut that haunts them when playoffs near. They 
have lost four of their last six playoff games in 
Soldier Field, including last year's first-round 
knockout by a young visiting team from Dallas. 

The Lions surprised themselves by winning 
12 games despite a spate of injuries and bad 
luck, including the tragic paralysis of guard 
Mike Utley. Erik Kramer, once a third-string 
quarterback, directed an offense that revolves 
around the most feared runner in football, Bar- 
ry Sanders. Rodney Peete is expected back 
from an Achilles injury that ended his season 
al the midway point. 

The Packers, Bucs, and Vikings remain 
also-rans as new coaching staffs rebuild and 
retool failed regimes. Holmgren’s offensive 
philosophy is supposed to emphasize the run- 
ning game more than predecessor Lindy In- 
fante's philosophy. Yet the Packers have no 


proven running backs and nothing but ques- 
tion marks at quarterback. 

Wyche faces a big challenge in molding 
Vinny Testaverde into the quarterback he is 
supposed to become. Wyche realizes the task 
at hand and signed Steve DeBerg from Plan B 
before drafting young quarterbacks Craig 
Erickson and Mike Pawlawski. Erickson threw 
for two fewer yards at Miami than Testaverde 
after succeeding the Heisman Trophy winner, 
Erickson was drafted by Philadelphia last year 
and sat out unsigned with a knee injury, 

Green has the biggest challenge of all in 
Minnesota, where the underachieving Vikings 
are still paying dearly for their ill-fated trade to 
obtain Herschel Walker, leaving them bereft of 
draft choices, 


WESTERN DIVISION 

Although the Saints won their first division 
crown, the Falcons were the team to beat by 
the end of last season. They toppled the 
Saints twice in the last six weeks inside the 
New Orleans Superdome, including a wild- 
card playoff game. Speed and depth in the 
secondary remain big questions for the 
Saints, who may have progressed as far as 
their talent can take them. A healthy Bobby 
Hebert at quarterback will help. He nursed a 
shoulder problem for most of last season. 
Rookie Vaughn Dunbar will need to contribute 
immediately at running back, The linebacking 
corps of Sam Mills, Vaughan Johnson, Pat 
Swilling, and Rickey Jackson remains the best 
in the league. 

The Falcons also beat the 49ers twice and 
added a running back, Southern Mississippi's 
Tony Smith, for immediate help on an offense 
full of fleet receivers and an improving quar- 
terback, Chris Miller. Coach Jerry Glanville's 
biggest problem may be getting baseball 
players Deion Sanders and Brian Jordan back 
into his secondary. 

A healthy Montana could put the 49ers into 
another Super Bowl if a shaky running game 
holds up and rookie safety Dana Hall can take 
up the slack in the secondary. Any team with 
Montana and Rice intact is dangerous. 

The Rams under new coach Chuck Knox 
are similar to the Rams when Knox first took 
them over in 1973. They have lost their way 
and are in need of the kind of quick rebuilding 
for which Knox is famous. Bul injuries and per- 
sonnel deficiencies on defense make it unlike- 
ly that Knox can repeat the five consecutive 
division titles he won during his first L.A. ten- 
ure. Too many other teams have grown up 
since then. 


1992 ALL-NFC TEAM 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 
WR. JerryRice, 49ers E Clyde Simmons, Eagles 
Michael Irvin, Cowboys: Reggie White, Eagles 
TE Steve Jordan, Vikings T Pierce Holt, 49ers. 
T  JimLachey, Redskins Frank Warren, Saints 
Mike Kenn, Falcons Jerry Ball, Lions 
G Mark Schlereth, Redskins OLB Wilber Marshall, Redskins 
William Roberts, Giants Seth Joyner, Eagles 
c Mark Stepnoski, Cowboys ILB Sam\Mills, Saints 
QB. Joe Montana, 49ers Vaughan Johnson, Saints: 
RB Barry Sanders, Lions CB Darrell Green, Redskins 
‘Emmitt Smith, Cowboys: Tim Mckyer, Falcons 
PK Chip Lohmiller, Redskins $ — Mark Carrier, Bears 
Brad Edwards, Redskins 
P Sean Landeta, Giants 
RS Mel Gray, Lions 
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BEARS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Butler, 89 points on 32 extra points and 19 field 
goals... .10th 

RUSHING—Anderson, 747 yards on 210 cates, 36 avg, 6 
TOs... 7th 

PASSING—Harbaugh, 275 0f 478 attempts for 3,121 yards and 15 
TOs... 11th 

RECEIVING —Davis, 61 receptions for 945 yards, 155 avg 
610s, ..THth 

INTERCEPTIONS —Stinson, 4 for 69 yards, 143 avg,, 1 
1D... Tard 


PUNTING—Butord, 69 puns, 408 ag. longest 6$ yards. .Stn 
PUNT RETURNS —Baley, 36 for 281 yards. 7.8 average 13th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Balley, 16 for 311 yards, 194 avr 
age... unranked 

SACKS —Dent, 10.5 sacks. 6th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

‘August 10 NEW ORLEANS (N) 
45 ALPhoenix (N) 
23 PITTSBURGH (N) 


29 AtDallas(N) 
1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
September 6 DETROIT. 20-40 
43. AtNew Orleans 20-17 
21 NEW YORK GIANTS (Ni. 20-17 
27 ATLANTA = 
October 4 AL Minnesota, 347 
11 OPEN DATE. = 
18 TAMPA BAY, 20 
25. At Green Bay, 100 
November 2 MINNESOTA (N) 106 
8 CINCINNATI (N) = 
45 ALTampa Bay 21-20 
22 GREEN BAY, 243 
29 AtCleveland. - 
December 7. AtHouston (N), = 
| 13. PITTSBURGH - 
20. ALDetot 616 
27 ADalas 
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CHICAGO BEARS 
After ruling the NFC Central Division for six out 
of seven years, the Bears thought they had 
established squatter's rights. Last year, they 
fell on their rear ends and watched the Lions 
Pass them up. When the Bears needed a vic- 
tory in their final game to clinch another title 
and gain home-field advantage, they failed 
miserably in San Francisco, losing to the 
49ers 52—14 

They followed that humiliation by losing to 
the Cowboys in Chicago in the opening play- 
off game, opening the door to second-guess- 
es and apprehension for the coming season. 
Traditionally, the Bears start fast. Just as tradi- 
tionally, they have developed a habit of finish- 
ing slow. Over the last five years, they have 
won 83 percent of their games in September 
and only 36 percent after December, includ- 
ing playoffs. They have lost four of their last six 
playoff games held in Soldier Field. 

Another better than average team awaits 
coach Mike Ditka in 1992, but Chicagoans 
aren't going to pay much attention until 1993 
when the playoffs start. Since they won the 
Super Bowl in 1985, Ditka and Bears’ fans 
have agreed that most of their shortcomings 
have revolved around injured quarterbacks. 
But last year, that excuse went by the wayside 
when Jim Harbaugh became the first Bears’ 
quarterback to start every game of a season 
since 1981 

“Maybe we are a step away. Maybe we 
don't belong up there with the other people 
right now. We have some overachievers, and 
sometimes you need people who are alittle bit 
better than overachievers," Ditka said. 

To bring things down to earth, the Bears 
hope to re-establish a running game that fell 
from second to ninth last season because of 
nagging injuries to Neal Anderson and Brad 
Muster. Harbaugh set club records for pass 
attempts and completions and even though 
the passing game improved from dead last to 
13th, passing is not Bear football when it is 
achieved at the expense of running 
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Harbaugh’s passer rating slipped from 81.9 
to 73.3 because he threw more interceptions 
(16) than touchdown passes (15). But he so- 
lidified his hold on the job by making big 
plays. There is virtually no experience behind 
him in Peter Tom Willis and fourth-round pick 
Will Furrer of Virginia Tech. 

Anderson and Muster rarely were healthy at 
the same time and the results were painfully 
obvious. Both suffered from recurring ham- 
string injuries that affected the entire offense. 
They complement each other so well in block- 
ing, running, and receiving that it was difficult 
for the Bears to adjust without them, They dis- 
covered rookie Darren Lewis too late, but 
Lewis figures to get more work this season. 
Mark Green and James Rouse are backups. 

The wide-receiver position, once thought 
below par, developed into a strength with the 
emergence of a healthy Wendell Davis and 
the surprising development of Tom Waddle. 
Davis started every game for the first time and 
his 61 receptions for 945 yards were 21-year 
club highs. Waddle, filling in for the injured 
Ron Morris, became the only Bear to catch a 
pass in every game. Released three times by 
the Bears, Waddle proved a charming addi- 


tion and established himself as a favorite 
third-down target. 

Morris is expected back, but the improve- 
ment of speedy second-year man Anthony 
Morgan could keep Morris in the background 
Third-down specialist Dennis Gentry is 33 and 
slowing down. Glen Kozlowski is a special- 
teams mainstay. At tight end, Ditka was frus- 
trated by the loss of Cap Boso and Jim Thorn- 
ton to injuries, leaving him with the untested 
Keith Jennings. Boso is gone, so Thornton 
and Jennings must carry the load, backed by 
fifth-rounder Todd Harrison. Ex-defensive 
player Eric Kumerow will be tried at tight end 

The loss of left tackle Jim Covert presents a 
problem for an offensive line that had been 
intact since 1985 until Covert's injury last sea- 
son. John Wojciechowski filled in admirably 
for Covert after rookie Stan Thomas had a 
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chance. Thomas lost weight and is back for 
another try on the left side. The Bears drafted 
Troy Auzenne in the second-round to push 
Thomas. Veteran Ron Mattes also plays the 
left side. An abdomen injury shelved left 
guard Mark Bortz last season. If it lingers, the 
Bears will use Jerry Fontenot again in place of 
the Pro Bowler, although Fontenot is being 
groomed to succeed center Jay Hilgenberg. 
Right guard Tom Thayer and right tackle Keith 
Van Home are set. Bortz, Hilgenberg, Thayer, 
and Van Horne are all over 31. Mark Roden- 
hauser rejoins the club from San Diego's Plan 
Blist for long snaps. 

In only two games did the Bears give up 
over 20 points. The rout in San Francisco was 
atypical Still, the Bears spent their No. 1 draft 
choice on a defensive lineman, Alonzo Spell- 
man. Age and uncertainty up front is a con- 
cer for coordinator Vince Tobin. Big-play 
right end Richard Dent will be 32 by season's 
end. Left tackle Steve McMichael will be 35. 
Even right tackle William Perry will be 30, al- 
though age is not the primary number that 
worries the Bears. Perry weighed an unbeliev- 
able 390 pounds by the end of last season 
and Ditka again vowed to get rid of him if he 
can't contro! his eating. Behind the tackles, 
second-year man Chris Zorich gained weight 
and is now 285. Left end Trace Armstrong, 
coming off ankle surgery, will be pushed by 
Spellman. Armstrong moves inside in the 
nickel rush to make room for linebacker John 
Roper. The Bears hope Tim Ryan and sec- 
‘ond-year giant James Williams develop. 

This is expected to be the final season for 
the heart of a perennially good defense: line- 
backer Mike Singletary. “Outside of the first 
three games when he was hurt last year [an- 
kle], he probably played as well as he played 
the last four years,” Ditka said. Singletary is 
flanked by Roper and Jim Morrissey, although 
the Bears hope Ron Cox is finally recovered 
from knee problems and can provide the kind 


of impact Roper provided last season when 
he trailed Dent and McMichael with eight 
sacks. Morrissey and former starter Ron Rive- 
ra are valuable and Singletary is backed up 
by Dante Jones and Michael Stonebreaker 
The Bears want third-rounder Jeremy Lin- 
coln and sixth-rounder Mark Berry to chal- 
lenge right cornerback Lemuel Stinson. Don- 
nell Woolford is solid at left comerback. John 


Mangum and James Lott are nickel types with 
Maurice Douglass able to fill in at all four 
backfield spots and contribute on special 
teams. Shaun Gayle and Mark Cartier are two 
of the best safeties in the business when 
healthy. With Markus Paul and David Tate be- 
hind them, the Bears have depth. 

Kevin Butler is coming off an injury that limit- 
ed his place-kicking; Maury Buford is the 
punter. The loss of Johnny Bailey to. Plan B 
leaves the return jobs open. 


BEARS VETERAN ROSTER 
0. name pos ht wt age college 


35 Andason, Neal...RB 5-11 210 28° Florida 


93 Anmstrong, Trave.....DE 6-4 259 27 Florida 

98 Backes, Tom......OUDL 64 273 24 

82 Bot Math cnnoneB 66 272 31 love 

8 Buford, Maury. P 60 198 32 Teas Tech 

6 Butler, Kevin. K 61 190 30 Georgia 

20 Cartier, Mark, S 61 180 24 Southem Cal 

54 Cox, Ron LB 62 242 24 Fresno Stale 

B Davis, Wendel)... WR 5-11 188 28 LSU 

95 Dent, Richard... DE 6-5 268 31 Tennessee Stale 

37 Douglass, Maurice....B 5-11 200 28 Ivoky. 
Fain, Richard. CB 5-11 183 24 Florida 

67 Fonlenatdey......0L 63 272 25 Teas ARM 

17 Gardocki, Chvis.......P/ 6-1 194 22 Clemson 

23. Gayle, Staun. S S11 194 30 Ohio Stale 

23 Gentry, Dennis WR 5-8 180 33 lor 

3) Green, Mark, HB 5-11 164 25 Notre Dame 

4 Fataugh J... 0B 63 220 28 Michigan 

63 Higenterg. ay... 0 63 260 32 lova 

89 thnat, Eric. TE 6-4 245 24 Marshall 

85 Jennings, Keith,......TE G4 251 26 Clemson 

53. Jones, Dante... 1B 6-1 236 27 

11 Justin, Paul, OB 6-4 202 24 Arizona State 

88 Kozlowski, Glen... WR 61 190 30 BYU 

70. Kumerow, Eric. DE 6-7 260 27 Ohio State 

33 Lewis, Daten... RB 5-10 219 24 Teas ABM 

46 Lot, James. CB 5-9 181 25 Clemson 

26 Mangum, John. CB 5-10 173 25 Alabama 

75, Mattes, Aon .. wT 6-6 300 29° Virginia 

78 McMichael, Steve... 6-2 268. 34 Teas 

81 Moigan, Anthony... WR 6-1 195 25 Tennessee 

BA Mortis, ROW wu WR 6-1 195 26 SMU 

5) Morisset .u.:A8 63 27 30. Michigan Sle 

25 Mustel, Brad, oo FB 6-3 231 27 Stantord: 

35 Pall Matis......8 62 199 28. Syracuse 

72 Pay, Wiigm......,0T 62 350. 29 Clomson 

‘59 Rivera, Ron, 1B 63 240 30 Callornia 
Rodenhauser, Mark.....C 6 263. 31 illinais State 

$5, oper, Jono LB 61 228, 27 Teas ABM 

30 Rouse, James. FB 6-0 220 26 Aransas 

96 FAN, Tesco DT G4 268) 25 Southam Cal 

50. Singletary, Mike. 1B 6-0 230 34 Baylor 

82 Stinson, Lemuel... CB 6-9 189 26 Texas Tech 

58 Slonebraker, MictelL8 6-0 205 25 Note Dame 

49 Tale DAV. DB 60 177 28. Colorado 

57 Thayer, Tom. G 64 270 31 Nom Dane 

60 Thomas, San. wT 65 M2 24 

80 Thomo, James... TE, 6-2 242 27. Cal-Fuleton 

78. Van Home, Keith...” 6-6 283 35. Southem Cal 

87 Waddle, Tom. WR 6-0 181 25 Boston College 

71 Wiliams, James... OE 6-7 305 24 Cheyney St 

10 Wills, Peter Tom ...08 6-2 200 25 Florida S. 

73. Wojdiechowski, John OL 6-4 270 29 Michigan State 

21, Woollord, Donnell....CB 5-9 187 26 Clemson’ 

BB Wight Bi... WR 60 197 23. StphenF Austin 

‘97 Zovich, Chris. DT 6-1 285 23° Notre Dame: 

d_pame pos ht _wt_college 

1 Spellman, Alonzo... DE 6-5 280 Ohio State 

2 Augenne; Troy... 07 §7 282 Calomia 

3. Lincoln, Jeremy,....... DB 5-10 180 Tennessee 

4 Forres, Will Q8 6&3 208 Virginia Tech 

5 Harrison, Tood. TE 6-4 260 NC. Stale 

6 Benry, Mark. DB 5-17 180 Texas 

7 Brown, John WR 6-1 199 Houston 

9 Surkavic, Mirko. «G 6-3 283 Nove Dame 

40, Fier, NB SA. 227 Vira 

11 Age, Louis. OT 67 340 SW Louisiana 

12. Wilson, Chris, LB 61 227 Oklahoma. 
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DETROIT LIONS 

The Lions are trying to forget their memorable 
12-4 season and proceed with business as 
usual. Not that they weren't ecstatic to ad- 
vance into the NFC championship game, but 
their 41-10 loss to the Redskins underscored 
just how far they have yet to go. 

"A very leamed coach in this league told 
me, ‘Boy did you make a mistake. You should 
have gone 8-8 or 9-7,’" Lions coach Wayne 
Fontes said. 

Expectations following a surprise 12-4 
showing often exceed reality. So the Lions got 
busy in offseason changes and acquisitions 
just as if they had finished .500. One of Fontes’ 
first moves was to hire offensive coordinator 
Dan Henning to inject more old-fashioned 
bulk into the offense. Say good-by to the run- 
and-shoot, or Silver Stretch, as Mouse Davis's 
old formations used to be called. 

Already potent by the mere presence of 
Barry Sanders, the offense needs more diver- 
sity. Henning was an architect of the one-back 
offense employed by the Redskins, utilizing 
multiple wide receivers yet not ignoring the 
tight ends, or H-backs, Fontes wants to keep 
the four-wide-receiver sets that were exploit- 
ed so well last season by former third-string 
quarterback Erik Kramer, but he wants to give 
Sanders help in the backfield at times and 
allow his team the alternative of grinding out 
short yardage when necessary. 

“We need to get more balance in this of- 
fense, more running. When we got close to the 
goal line, we were rejected many times," 
Fontes said. 


‘MEL GRAY 
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Furthermore, the Lions went all out to try to 
land Saints’ pass rusher Pat Swilling as a re- 
stricted free agent. When the Saints matched 
the offer, the Lions got lucky in the 26th spot of 
the draft by landing first defensive tackle Rob- 
ert Porcher of South Carolina State and then 
linebacker Tracy Scroggins of Tulsa in the 
second round. Both deserved higher atten- 
tion, according to the Lions’ grades. For a de- 
fense crying for pass-rush help, it seemed a 
dual gift. 

Kramer was outstanding in relief of the in- 
jured Rodney Peete last year and if Pete's 
Achilles injury or contract negotiations delay 
his return, Kramer will have the inside track 
again. Both Peete and Kramer seem capable 
of keeping Andre Ware on the bench for the 
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BARRY SANDERS 


thitd season, but the Lions insist they want 
Ware around to develop. Chuck Long also re- 
mained on the roster as emergency help. 

The receiving corps is changing faces with 
the departure of Robert Clark and the arrival of 
six tight ends to a roster that once boasted of 
none. Washington's Jimmie Johnson was a 
Plan B addition with H-back experience. The 
Lions discovered the unheralded Tom McLe- 
more of Southern University in the draft and 
have more plans for Derek Tennell. Former 


1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Sandets, 102 points on 16 TO runs and 1 TD recens 
ion. 5th 
Leelee Senders, 1,548 yards on 342 carries, 45 avg, 16 

2nd 


eshte: 436 of 265 attempls for 1,635 yards and 14 
13h 

PEEP ‘52 recepions for 668 yards, 12.8 avg 

HTeaCERONS cst, 8 lor 141 yards, 285 avg, 1 

1D,..Tist 


PUNTING—Amnold, 75 puns, 41.2 avg, longest 63 yards. 8th 
PUNT RETURNS —Gray, 25 lor 385 yards, 154 avg, 11D. . tat 
KICKOFF RETURNS ~Gray, 36 for 929 yards, 258 averaga...1st 
‘SACKS —Huer, 6.0 sacks, 13th 
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great tight end and now receivers coach 
Charlie Sanders will finally have players with 
whom he can relate. 

Said Henning, former San Diego coach: 
“Wayne wanted to power the ball, not just fi- 
nesse run it all the time. It kind of fit with what | 
wanted to do.” 

The development of wideouts Willie Green 
and Herman Moore excites Fontes. They are 
big, outside targets who can clear out and 
allow the smaller inside receivers like Brett 
Perriman and Mike Farr to operate. Reggie 
Barrett is another big, second-year man like 
Moore who spent most of last season on in- 
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jured reserve and is ready to make a move. 
Aubrey Matthews and Jeff Campbell also will 
compete for playing time. 

The offensive line expects the return of right 
tackle Eric Sanders from a knee injury, al- 
though second-year man Scott Conover will 
provide a fight after gaining valuable experi- 
ence as a rookie. Left tackle Lomas Brown 
remains one of the best in the business and 
tight guard Ken Dallafior filled in well for the 
tragically injured Mike Utley, who remains an 
inspiration for the whole team. Center Kevin 
Glover and left guard Eric Andolsek are solid 
and underrated, but the line depth is suspect 
with only Bubba Paris, Shawn Bouwens, and 
rookie Larry Tharpe as backups. 

Barry Sanders is the best in the business, 
capable of disrupting any defensive scheme 
stacked against him. Exploiting his talent 
more is Henning's challenge. With D.J. Dozier 
playing baseball in the New York Mets organi- 
zation, there is virtually no experience behind 
Sanders, and none needed. 

The addition of Porcher and Scroggins and 
the return from injury of Jerry Ball has defen- 
sive coordinator Woody Widenhoier thinking 
four-man front again. He tried it last year in the 
season opener and dumped the idea after the 
Redskins won 45-0. 

If last year’s first-round pick Kelvin Pritchett 
can develop and sturdy ends Marc Spindler 
and Dan Owens continue to improve, the Li- 
‘ons could have more good linemen than line- 
backers. Porcher has the size and pass-rush 
ability to play inside or outside in a four-man 
front. Ball has the talent to play anywhere. 
Generally considered the league's best nose 
tackle, he could adapt to a four-man line. Law- 
rence Pete played nose tackle in Ball's ab- 
sence and Darryl Milburn and Jeff Hunter are 
in the picture. 

At linebacker, the health of Mike Cofer re- 
mains a concern, although delayed offseason 
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knee surgery may finally correct a problem 
that plagued him all year. Cofer once was one 
of the league's most feared pass rushers. In 
his absence, Tracy Hayworth showed consid- 
erable talent, but he also is rehabbing from a 
knee injury. Scroggins will get a long look and 
George Jamison, outstanding as the nickel 
linebacker and starter on the left side, may get 
added responsibility in the pass-rush depart- 
ment. Inside, Chris Spielman makes big plays 
against the run and is an inspiring leader. 
Dennis Gibson is reliable beside him. Victor 
Jones and Toby Caston are backups 


The secondary was outstanding, especially 
considering it was working behind an ordinary 
pass rush. Left cornerback Ray Crockett tied 
for the NFC interception lead, with six, and 
Melvin Jenkins was more than adequate on 
the other corner. Free safety Bennie Blades 
lived up to his potential by making the Pro 
Bowl despite only one interception. He is 
learning to control the deep middle. With Ball, 
Spielman, and Blades, the Lions have the nu- 


cleus of a defense that can dominate. Strong 
safety William White also is solid and probably 
the team's best tackler. Sheldon White, Herb 
Welch, Plan B addition Harry Colon from New 
England, and rookie Willie Clay will compete 
for backup spots. 

The Lions drafted Jason Hanson, the best 
place-kicker in college, and said good-by to 
long-time friend Eddie Murray. Jim Arnold is 
the punter. Mel Gray is the best kick and punt 
returner in the league by far. 

Anything less than a second NFC Central 
Division title will disappoint Detroit fans, who 
saw their first home playoff game since 1957. 
But Fontes knows a repeat performance will 
not be easy. “I think we were ahead of sched- 
ule. It was something we were looking at five 
years down the road when we started, and it 
happened in three years,” he said. 
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Ford Dany 225 25 New Mexico St 
‘Gon, Denis 243 28 iowa State 
‘Biove, Kevin 282 29 Mayfand 
Gay, Ma... 162 31 Puce 
Gree, Wie. 52 179 26 Missisipn 
Gin, Wile, 63 286 26 Nebraska 
Holioston Stedon....T 65 315 24 Tes A&l 
Heywath, Tray 63 260 25 Tennessee 
7 Hunter, Je. 65 285 25 Albany Sue 
58 Jenison, Geoige 61 228 30 Cincinal 
24, Jenkins, Metvin...CB 5-10 173. 30 Cincinali 
48. Johnson Jimmie. 62.248 26 Howard 
44 doves, Greg... 62 208. 25 West Virginia 
57. Jones, Vier. 2 250 26 Virginia Tech 
42 krame, Erk. 195 
72. inn, Jack 55 278 25. West Virginia 
89, Lite, Dai... 52 226 31 Midd Tem. S. 
16 Long, Chuck OB 64 217 
Matters, Aubrey... WR 5-7 165. 30. Delta Sate 
ium, Dany. 63 260 24 Grambling 
‘Moore, Rerman.. 63 25 2 Viginia 
Maray, Eadie 510 180 36 Tune 
‘Ovens, Dan 63 280 25 Souter Cal 
Pais, Bobba....T 68 315 32. Michigan 
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Periman, et. 59 180 27 Mani 
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DRAFTEES 
1d_name pos ht_wt college 
J Porcher, Robet.....DT 6-4 283, South Carolina St 


2 Scroggins Tray.....1B 63 255 Tusa 
2 Hanson, Jason ....PK 5-11 183. Washington St. 


6 Thape.lary......OT 65 209 Tennessee St 
8 Clay, Wilie......0B 5-11 183, Georga Teoh 
11 Tilson, 3. FB 60 225 NWMissouF St 
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 

Bring your old, your tired, your lame, your re- 
cycled, your young, and Tampa Bay will give 
them jobs. “This team was too young,” said 
coach Sam Wyche after bringing in several 
veterans, including 38-year-old quarterback 
Steve DeBerg for his second tour of Bucca- 
neer duty. Wyche himself is recycled from the 
Cincinnati Bengals, but at least he is someone 
with a familiar name and a disarming way with 
fans who are getting fed up. 

“Llike his brains,” said owner Hugh Culver- 
house. Wyche had the good sense to take the 
job and keep it after Bill Parcells took the job 
and shoved it. One of Wyche's first pranks 
was to set up an April Fool's walkout with local 
television stations. It might not seem so funny 
unless Wyche can turn some of his amateur 
magic tricks into real professional change. 
Vinny Testaverde is first on the agenda 
Wyche is the third head coach to try to pull a 
quarterback out of Testaverde's head. 

Already, Wyche has taken steps toward his 
goal. He hired Turk Schonert to tutor Vinny. 
Then he signed DeBerg off Kansas City’s Plan 
B list to go over the ropes that DeBerg ex- 
plained as the Buccaneer quarterback in Tes- 
taverde's rookie season of 1987. Next, Wyche 
drafted Craig Erickson, who threw for two few- 
er yards at Miami as Testaverde's successor. 
Erickson was drafted in 1991 by Philadelphia 
and sat out unsigned while rehabilitating a 
knee injury. Finally, the Bucs drafted Cal's 
Mike Pawlawski, a fiery kid who will agree to 
cover kicks if he isn't starting. 

The Bucs signed 10 Plan B players and lost 
10. If they could just win as many games as 
they lose, it would be a decided improvement. 
\f Testaverde could throw as many touchdown 
passes as interceptions, it would be a first 
The Bucs finished 28th in passing last season, 
Testaverde's fifth in the league. Impatience 
turned to imprudence and then to embarrass- 
ment when the Bucs gave up their No. 1 draft 
pick to the Indianapolis Colts to land quarter- 
back Chris Chandler, who started a few 
games and was released. Testaverde will get 
plenty to think about in Wyche’s sometimes 
confusing, often no-huddle offense. It worked 
in Cincinnati with Boomer Esiason and if it 
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Soren 67 points on 22 extra points and 15 feld 
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goal 
Aisin 752 yaids on 196 caries, 38 avg, 7 


FaSSNG Tener 166 of 326 attempts for 1,894 yards and 8 
TDs... .17th 


RECEIVING —Dawsey, 55 receptions for 818 yards, 14.9 avg., 3 
TOs. . 714th 

PISS TIONS Covina 3 for 21 yards, 7.0 aver- 
age. .T4th 

PUNTING—I oo 84 punts, 40.3 average, longest 56 
yards. ..11th 

PUNT RETURNS —Dremay, 38 for 360 yards, 9.5 aerage...Sth 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Anderson, 34 for 643 yards, 18.9 aver- 


age. 10th 
SACKS—Thomas, 11.0 sacks, ..TSth 
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doesn't work quickly with Testaverde, there 
will be no more reprieves. DeBerg will take 
over until Erickson or somebody else can fig- 
ure it out. The Bucs used their No. 2 draft pick, 
their first of the day, to land Michigan State 
receiver Courtney Hawkins as a concession to 
Testaverde that he needs more help. The 
Bucs were the only NFC Central Division team 
to draft on offense with their initial pick. 

Hawkins will join last year's draft steal, Law- 
rence Dawsey, plus trade acquisition Ricky 
Nattiel from Denver and holdover Mark Carrier 
to give Testaverde the targets he may have 
lacked, Assuming Wyche can find a better 
way to’utilize the considerable talents of un- 
sung tight end Ron Hall, Testaverde should 
have few excuses on the receiving end. Tyji 
Armstrong is a big, third-round tight end pros- 
Pect from Mississippi who will back up Hall 
Although the group lacks burning speed, 
Dawsey was the most productive rookie re- 
ceiver in the league last year and is a fearless 
fighter for the ball. With the addition of Nattiel 
and Hawkins, last year's third receiver, Willie 
Drewrey, will be pressed for work 

Wyche also should be able to find a place 
for running back/receiver Gary Anderson, the 
man with no position. A James Brooks-type 
fole seems best suited for the elusive Ander- 
son, who still possesses moves that turn 
heads. Reggie Cobb emerged as the No. 1 
tailback with 553 yards in the final eight 
games. Only Barry Sanders, Emmitt Smith, 
and Thurman Thomas outrushed Cobb over 
that period. He also is the Bucs’ leading scor- 
ing threat and should thrive in a Wyche of- 
fense that is partial to runners. Robert Wilson 
was promising as a rookie fullback, and if 
Wyche can get anything out of reclamation 
Project Alonzo Highsmith, it will be an unex- 
pected bonus. Up front, Testaverde is as- 
sured of better protection with the signing of 
Plan B guard Bruce Reimers from Cincinnati 
Reimers will line up next to Paul Gruber on the 
left side, where Gruber has yet to miss a sin- 
gle play in four years in the league. 

\flast year's No. 1 draft choice, Charles 
McRae, is ready to take over at right tackle, it 
will allow veteran tackle Rob Taylor to move to 
fight guard. McRae started as a rookie but 
had to be replaced by Taylor, who wound up 
being voted an offensive co-captain by team- 
mates. Reimers and Taylor would supplant 
last year's guards, Tom McHale and lan 
Beckles. Tony Mayberry is the center. Scott 


Dill is a backup at all positions and Tim Ryan 
can play center and guard. The addition of 6- 
8, 300-pound John Hunter from Atlanta on 
Plan B helps the average size. Wyche got the 
job when he agreed to keep Floyd Peters as 
defensive coordinator, thus saving the players 
from learning under a fourth defensive coordi- 
nator in four years. Under Peters’ system, the 
Bucs improved from 24th to 11th in overall 
defense but still couldn't stop the run well 
enough to win. Third-round draft choice Mark 
Wheeler from Texas A&M will have an instant 
starting job if he shows any talent as a run- 
stuffer inside. 

The conversion of Keith McCants to a down 
lineman worked well for a first year. He had 
five sacks before suffering a shoulder injury 
that required surgery and will keep him away 
from contact an undetermined time. Peters 
needs him and so does right outside lineback- 
er Broderick Thomas. Tim Newton and Rhett 
Hall are holdovers at tackle and Ray Seals 
proved an adequate left end, but upgrading 
on the defensive line is a priority the Bucs 
were unable to address satisfactorily in either 
Plan B or the draft. The return of Reuben Davis 
from a knee injury would be welcome and fifth- 
rounder Santana Dotson of Baylor will get ev- 
ery chance to play. Jesse Solomon arrived 
just in time to plug the middle for Peters’ line- 
backing corps between Thomas and Kevin 
Murphy, who will be challenged by Minnesota 
trade acquisition Jimmy Williams. Thomas 
was outstanding, finishing with 11 sacks and 
leading the team in tackles, tackles for loss, 
and fumbles forced. He backs up his big talk 
and will only get better with help. Plan B addi- 
tions Ed Brady and Reggie Burnette replaced 
Plan B deletions Eugene Marve and Sam 
Anno. New Orleans Plan B addition Milton 
Mack will get a shot to start at right comer- 
back opposite unsung left corner Ricky Reyn- 


BRODERICK 
THOMAS 


olds. Rookies Tony Covington and Marty Car- 
ter started at safety and will be helped by Plan 
B additions Joe King from Cleveland and 
Sammy Lilly from the Rams. Darrell Fullington, 
William Frizzell, and rookie Rogerick Green of 
Kansas State will get looks as backups. 

Wyche's first crisis was losing place-kicker 
Steve Christie to the Buffalo Bills. The Bucs 
turned around and stole Ken Willis from Dal- 
las, They also signed punter Dan Stryzinski 
from Pittsburgh to replace Mark Royals, who 
went to the Steelers. 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 

Starting from scratch is something the Pack- 
ers do well because they have done it so of- 
ten. With the rebuilding plans of Tom Braatz 
and Lindy Infante headed in the wrong direc- 
tion, the Packers did what any major Ameri- 
can corporation would do these days: They 
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hired a management consultant, Sibson and 
Company, to tell them what to do. The advice 
came from corporate headquarters in Chica- 
go, which should make Packer fans a little 
suspicious. But at least the Bears provided a 
good role model in the ‘80s. 

New general manager Ron Wolf has more 
power than anyone in Green Bay since Vince 
Lombardi. New coach Mike Holmgren is ac- 
countable to Wolf and is different from Infante. 
The Packers had to explain the difference be- 
cause both Infante and Holmgren know how 
to coach the passing game. The difference, 
Wolf said, is Holmgren's offenses in San Fran- 
cisco always included a healthy dose of run. 

Lombardi made running to daylight both 
useful and legendary. But gradually, the 
Packers have been»cree 

and "Holman va 
teceranee Comberdinas hed 4 ‘progressive- 
ly worse record, from Phil Bengtson to Dan 
Devine to Bart Starr to Forrest Gregg 
to Infante. Wolf, who built his 
reputation by scouting 


ing 


DON MAJKOWSKI 


for the Raiders, believes the demise of the 
organization is simple to analyze. "We only 
won four games, so what does that tell you 
about our talent level?” he asked 

One of the first things Wolf and Holmgren 
agreed upon was the need for a quarterback. 
The next thing they agreed upon was Brett 
Favre. They had scouted him before the 1991 
draft at the same time while working for differ- 
ent teams. Both came away impressed, so 
they wasted no time in getting a deal done 
with the Falcons to land Favre as a “future 
prospect.” The future is just as soon as Favre 
figures out the snap count, unless Don Maj- 
kowski somehow bounces back from two 
years of shoulder problems. 


The other significant move by Holmgren 
was the hiring of Sherman Lewis as offensive 
coordinator and Ray Rhodes as defensive co- 
ordinator. The two assistants were respected 
members of the 49er staff and give the Pack- 
ers the first pair of African-American coordina- 
tors in the NFL. Ina town where African-Ameri- 
can players often have discovered difficulties 
in adjusting, Holmgren's decision could have 
far-reaching implications. 

The Packers are the league leader in Plan B 
signees in the four-year history of the free 
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agency grab bag. Wolf added 10 bodies, one 
or two of which are expected to challenge for 
starting jobs. 

There will be a short honeymoon for the new 
regime. Packer backers lobbied for Heisman 
Trophy winner Desmond Howard in the draft, 
and after the Redskins jumped over the Pack- 
ers with a trade to take Howard, Wolf ignored 
Wisconsin comerback Troy Vincent in favor of 
Florida State comerback Terrell Buckley, It 
was a bold decision and Buckley is the brash, 
finger-pointing type to make fans remember if 
itwas a mistake, Fans also will remember they 
are paying $5 more a seat this year. 

Holmgren could have had the 49ers’ Steve 
Young if he had pushed a trade with Wolf. 
Instead, the Packers chose to start over with 
Favre, take a chance on Majkowski, and take 
a flyer in the ninth round on 1990 Heisman 
Trophy winner Ty Detmer of Brigham Young. 
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After all, if Majkowski turned out so well as a 
10th-rounder, why can't Detmer make it? Then 
there is reliable Mike Tomezak, who usually 
gets the job done when nobody else does. 
Getting receiving help for Sterling Sharpe is 
another mandate the Packers tried to satisfy 
by signing San Francisco's Sanjay Beach in 
Plan B. Only people who watched 49er prac- 
tices had heard of Beach, who is penciled in 


as a starter ahead of veteran Perry Kemp. San 
Diego's Kitrick Taylor also joined via Plan B 
and the Packers drafted three wideouts to 
challenge Charles Wilson for depth, starting 
with third-rounder Robert Brooks. Ed West 
and Jackie Harris both figure to get time in an 
offense that utilizes the tight end. 

Revamping the offensive line began with 
the acquisition of right tackle Tootie Robbins 
from Phoenix, which means the famous and 
expensive Tony Mandarich probably will end 
up at right guard. The Packers are counting 


on the return of Ken Ruettgers at left tackle 
and the continued development of left guard 
Rich Moran and center James Campen. Plan 
B pickups Frank Winters of Kansas City and 
Dave Viaene of New England also figure. Re- 
turning from injured reserve are Joe Garten 
and Rapier Porter, Reggie Singletary and Lou- 
is Cheek provide veteran reserve help 

Who will run the football is an ongoing di- 
lemma for which there is no obvious answer 
Volunteers are welcome. Darrell Thompson 
was the first candidate to play halfback in 
Holmgren's two-back attack, But when the 
Packers came up with no veteran fullbacks, 
Thompson was changed to fullback. Halfback 


— 


Keith Woodside was traded, leaving the spot 
open to former Raider Marcus Wilson, Vince 
Workman, or fourth-rounder Edgar Bennett 
Fifth-rounder Dexter McNabb is a fullback- 
type. Walter Dean and Allen Rice are hold- 
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overs, Workman is a valuable third-down back 
who led the club in touchdowns, but he does 
not appear suited to full-time duty. 

The defense of the fired Hank Bullough was 
better than the sum of its parts, finishing 10th 
with glue, mirrors, and unpredictability. Buck- 
ley will solidify a secondary that includes last 
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year's No. 1 pick, Vinnie Clark, and the 1990 
No. 2 pick, LeRoy Butler. Buckley will allow 
Butler to move to strong safety, where he will 
challenge Mark Murphy and Plan B addition 
Adrian White of the Giants, Free safety Chuck 
Cecil and Plan B pickups Charles Washington 
of the Colts and Lewis Billups of the Bengals, 
along with holdovers Jerry Holmes, Roland 
Mitchell, and Joe Fuller, give Rhodes all kinds 
of combinations. 

The front seven needs similar retooling. Left 
end Matt Brock, nose tackle Esera Tuaolo, 
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‘29. NEW ENGLAND at Milwaukee, WI (N) 


September 6. Minnesota, 
43 At Tampa Bay... 
20° CINGINNAT... 

27 PITTSBURGH 

October 4A Allanta 
{1 OPEN DATE. 

18 AtClevoand, 
2% CHICAGO, 

November 1 ALD@tait 

8 AL New York Giants 

15. PHILADELPHIA at Milvaukos 

22 NGhicago. 
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6 DETROIT at Miiwaukee, 
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December 


and right end Robert Brown had 10 sacks, not 
bad for a three-man front. Shawn Patterson is 
coming off a knee injury. Big Frank Conover is 
a Plan B addition from Cleveland. Don Davey, 
John Jurkovic, and Lester Archambeau need 
to step up. 

Tony Bennett led the club with 13 sacks 
from the weak-side linebacker spot and Bryce 
Paup emerged with 7% before getting hurt 
Second-round pick Mark D'Onofrio will chal- 
Jenge Johnny Holland inside next to Brian No- 
ble, with Scott Stephen at left outside. Burnell 
Dent and Pittsburgh Plan B addition Jeff Bra- 
dy are backups. 

Chris Jacke and Paul McJulien are the kick- 
ers and Buckley and Brooks promise rookie 
excitement in the return department. 
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VIKINGS 

Still reeling from what is now widely accepted 
as the worst trade in NFL history, the Vikings 
are rebuilding. It won't be around Herschel 
Walker. Instead, new coach Dennis Green is 
prepared to plug Roger Craig into Walker's 
slot even though Craig is 32 years old, two 
years older than Walker. Such is the despera- 
tion of a good team gone bad. 

Green is a tough guy with a mandate to 
shake up a team that now belongs to Roger 
Headrick, who replaced top man Mike Lynn, 
the GM who made the trade he will never live 
down. Green accepted the challenge of reju- 
venating a group of athletes who are sitting on 
fat wallets and resting on laurels they never 
achieved, Some of them, most notably safety 
Joey Browner, was sitting on his own fat as 
well as his thick wallet. Once the best safety in 
the league, Browner slipped last season with 
the suddenness of a lumberjack falling off a 
log. Overweight and undermotivated, 
Browner perplexed one of his greatest admir- 
ers and supporters in departed coach Jerry 
Burns. Browner was the only unexcused ab- 
sence at Green's first minicamp, getting off to 
a shaky start in the new regime. 

Once, Browner was the glue in a defense 
that had few weaknesses. Now, Green's first 
priority is not with Walker and the offense but 
with defense. To recoup partially the ava- 
lanche of draft choices lost in the Walker deal, 
the Vikings traded injured defensive tackle 
Keith Millard to Seattle for a No. 2 choice. To 
underscore their desperation, they selected 
Southern University's Robert Harris, a medical 
risk himself because of a neck injury that 
caused some teams to reject him. 

With Walker out of Green's plans, the brunt 
of the running load will be handled by Terry 
Allen, who gained 563 yards last season when 
the Vikings, believe it or not, led the NFC in 
rushing. Walker had 825 yards and scored 10 
touchdowns, not bad for an athlete who has 
fallen out of favor. Allen is quicker and demon- 
Strated in his first season that he is recovered 
from a knee injury that shelved him as a ninth- 
round rookie in 1990. 

Green's selection of Jack Burns of the Red- 
skins as offensive coordinator indicates a 
move toward more one-back, multiple-receiv- 
er sets with an H-back or extra tight end in the 
mix. With Allen, Craig, third-down specialist 
Darrin Nelson, and holdovers Alfred Anderson 
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and Rick Fenney around, the stable is not 
bare. Sixth-rounder Mike Gaddis of Oklahoma 
also will get a look. 

At quarterback, the 


3 ings have one of the 
(Ty league's better runners in Rich Gannon, who 
has the inside track on Wade Wilson and Sean 
3 Salisbury, although the Vikings never seem 
feady to settle on one man, do or die. Gan- 
non's 81.5 passer rating placed him 11th in 
the league, ahead of playoif quarterbacks 
Chris Miller, Jim Harbaugh, and Erik Kramer, 
so he does more than run. How quickly he 
adapts to the new offense will be a key to his 
‘security in the job. 

In Cris Carter, Anthony Carter, and Hassan 
Jones, the Vikings are well-stocked at wide 
receiver. But none of them are burners and 
Jake Reed will have to step up after spending 
a fruitless rookie season that ended on IR. 
While both Anthony Carter and Jones are 
coming off less-than-average seasons for 
them, Cris Carter emerged as the team leader 
in all receiving categories, proving that the 
Eagles were premature in releasing him. 

Steve Jordan may be the best fight end in 
football. With the addition of Plan B free agent 
Mike Tice from Seattle, eighth-rounder Luke 
Fisher, and the continued development of 
Brent Novoselsky and Mike Jones, the Vikings 
have material for any offense featuring H- 
backs or tight ends. 

The offensive line is a strength, but thin. Left 
tackle Gary Zimmerman is a former Pro 
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Bowler and left guard Randall McDaniel is the 
reigning Pro Bowl guard. Center Kirk Lowder- 
milk and right tackle Tim Inwin are unsung and 
underrated starters. Brian Habib could push 
right guard Todd Kalis again for the starting 
job. There is not much depth after Habib, 
Adam Schreiber, and Mike Morris. 

On defense, there were six starters past the 
golden age of 30. Of the seven Plan B sig- 
nees, five play defense. While the defenses of 
former coordinator Floyd Peters were criti- 
cized for ignoring the run, they at least put 
pressure on the passer. Last year, their sack 
total dropped from 47 to 33 and they still 
couldn't stop the run. The Vikings also gave 
up 124 points in the fourth quarter, indicating 
that age is catching them. 

The truck already has been backed up with 
the departure of Millard and linebacker Jimmy 
Williams and the acquisition of middle line- 
backer Jack Del Rio on Plan B from the Cow- 
boys. Del Rio started in Dallas and will not only 
start in Minnesota, he will allow Green to shift 
middle linebacker Ray Berry to the weak-side 
spot and move Mike Merriweather to the 
strong side, where Williams toiled, 

Up front, end John Randle will be shifted to 
fight tackle to replace Millard. A relentless 
pass rusher who led the club with 9% sacks, 
Randle has the build to shift inside where he is 
Closer to the action. If Randle can do it, Henry 
Thomas can move back to left tackle, which 
was basically the nose spot in a front that new 
defensive coordinator Tony Dungy is likely to 
favor. The Vikings must get more than seven 
Sacks out of right end Chris Doleman, who 
missed Millard. !t would also help if somebody 
emerged at left end. The candidates are rook- 
ie Harris, holdover Al Noga, fourth-round pick 
Roy Barker, and Plan B pickups Lorenzo Free- 
man from the Giants and Skip McClendon 
from San Diego. Ken Clarke, Thomas 
Strauthers, and Mike Teeter are backups in 
the line with fifth-rounder Ed McDaniel, Mark 
Dusbabek, Ivan Caesar, Carlos Jenkins, and 
Greg Manusky backups at linebacker. 

If last year's seventh-round draft choice, 
Tripp Welborne, has recovered from major 
knee surgery well enough to compete at safe- 
ty, Green's secondary problems will wane in a 
hurry. Plan B acquisition Vencie Glenn from 


New Orleans is penciled in at free safety, 
where Felix Wright played last year. Solomon 
Wilcots backed up Browner and backup cor- 
nerback Todd Scott is being moved to strong 
safety. Green hopes Audray McMillian or Plan 
B addition Anthony Parker from Kansas City 
can challenge Reggie Rutland at right corner 
opposite Carl Lee. 

Punter Harry Newsome led the NFC last 
year and place-kicker Fuad Reveiz proved 
adequate. With Leo Lewis no longer returning 
Punts, that job is open. Darrin Nelson can re- 
turn kickoffs, 
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no, name pos hi wt age college 
72. Adams, Sot, G 65 285 25 Geonia 
21 Allen, Terry. RB 5-10. 189 24 Clemson 
46 Anderson, Aled... RB 64 21931. Baylor 
52 Bava, David... kB 6-0 235 25 Syracuse 
SO. BRAY, RAY ed 62 207 20) Baylor 
AF Browne, ey n.us.$ 62 231 32 Southen Cal 
53 CaES NB ons.nu4B 64 225 25 Baston College 
BY Cater, Anhony.... WR 511175. 32 Michigan 
80 Cate, OFis-u..WR 63 198 27 Ohio Sate 
Th Cah HER ns DT 62 279 38 Syracuse 
33. Craig, Roger. RB 6-0 225 32 Nebrasta 
55 Del fio,Jack.......l8 6-4 240 29 Southem Cal 
56 Oolonen, Chis....DE 65 265 31 Pitshugh 
59 Dushetiek Matk...LB 63 224 28 Minnesota 
31 Fenney, Rick. RB 6-1 253 28 Washington 
78 Freeman,loreno....D. 65 319 28 Pitstugh 
16 Gannon, Rich.....0B 63 203 27 Delanare 
86 Grif, Brent.......OT 66 275 23. MN-Duuth 
25 Glenn, Vencie.:.......$ 60 190 28 Indana Site 
7A Hebi, Ban n.-T 8-7 282 28 Washingion 
13 Hughes, Darren... WA 61 175 25 Carson-Newman 
78 Nevin Tit scgnns--T 6:7 B01 34. Temassee 
SY Jenkins, Calos.....1B 63 219 °24 Michigan St 
84 Jones, Hassan... WR 6-0 196 28 Florida Sale 
82 ones; Mike....1E 63 256 26 Teras ARM 
83 Jordan, Stove... B3 238 31 
69 Kals, Toda. G 65 265 27 AtzmnaSiae 
39 Lee, Cat. CB 5-11 182 31 Marshal 
83 Londen, Kirk... 6:3 270 20 Ohio Sete 
91 Menusty, Greg.....1B 6-1 236 26 Colgate 
23 Mayes, Mike........CB 510 179 26 LSU 
98 McClendon. Skip... DE 6-7 287 28 Aizona Sate 
64 McDaniel Randall..G 6:3 271 28 Avizona Stale 
26 MoMilian, Auday...B 6-0 190 30 Houston 
57 Mesriveater Mike...LB 62 226 32 Pactic 
88 Mors, Mike C 65 268 31 NE MissowiSt 
20, Nesom, Darin... RB. 5-9 180 33. Stanford 
18 Newsome, Harty....P 640 189 29 Wake Forest 
99 Noga Ala DE 61 264 27 Have 
85 Nowoselshy,Bret...TE 62 236 26 Pennsyhania 
89 Obes, Tey WR 510 190 4 Oregon 
42 Parker, Anhony.....0B 510 180 26 Arizona Sale 
$8 Randle, John.......DT 61 264 25 Texas Aal 
90 Reagan, Soot......DF 6-4 274 26 Humboldt Sale 
6 Peed ae...WR 63 214 25. Grambling 
7 Revee. Fuad. K 517 225 29 Tennessee 
48 Rusand, Regge.....CB 6-1 191 28 Georgia Tech 
12 Salis, Sean.....08 6-5 213 29 Soutem Cal 
‘60 ‘Soreiter, Adam... OL 64 280 30 Toas 
38 Soot, Tod CB 510 190 24 SW Lovisana 
17 Smith, Kendal... WR 510.189 27 Utsh State 
94 ‘Srauters, Thovas..DE 6-4 263 31 Jackson Sale 
BF Tes MitO nu DT 6:2 269 25: Michigan 
97 Thomas, Heny......DT 62 269. 27 
87 Tice, Mik. TE 67 27 % 
32 Webome, Trpp.......R 6&0 205 24 Michigan. 
6) Weel Erc.........0T 65 275 23 Nothwesem 
41 Wicols Solomon.....$ 5-11 200 24 Colorado 
Ai Wison Wage........08 63 205 $3 East Tes SL 
2 Wight, Felix S 62 197 33 Deke 
5 Gayn.T €6 286 31° Oregon 
fd name pos _wt collage 
2 Haris Rber........DE 64 285 Southem U, 
4 Barer, Roy. ‘OT 64 292 North Carolina 
5 MeDanial, Ed... LB 5-11 232° Clemson 
6 Gaddis, Mie... B60 217 Oklahoma, 
7 Wilson, Davia S S11 201 Caliomia 
8 Fister, Lke.....TE G2 235 East Carolina 
9 oteson, Brad... 6-4 218 Florida Sate 
9 West Ronnie.......WR 62 215 Pitsburgh 
10 Cubepper, Bred... T 6-1 267 Florida 
11 Evans, Chuok.....B 6-1 217 Clark-Atanta 
12 Randolph, doe.....WA 57 155° Elon 
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COWBOYS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Willis, 118 points on 37 extra points and 27 field 
goals, . 2nd 

RUSHING—Smith, 1,563 yards on 365 caries, 4.9 avg, 12 
Ts... 18h 

PASSING Aikman, 287 of 368 attempts fr 2,754 yards and 11 
TDs. Ath 

RECEIVING—Irvin, 93 receptions for 1,523 yards, 164 avg 
TDs, . Ast 

INTERCEPTIONS Hol, 4for2 yard, 05 average. 131d 
PUNTING-—Saxon, 57 punts, 42.6 avg, longest 64 yards. ..6th 
PUNT RETURNS—Martin, 21 for 244 yards, 11.6 avg, 1 


1D... 3d 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Wright, 21 for 514 yards, 24:5 avg., 1 
TO. ..2nd 

SACKS —Tolbert, 7.0 sacks. THTth 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 1--Hovston at Toyo, Japan (N} 
7 AtMiami (N) 
45. HOUSTON () 
22 DENVER (N) 
28 CHICAGO (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 
September ‘WASHINGTON (N) 
A New Yor Giants 
20 PHOENIX 
27 OPEN DATE 
October 5A Philadephia (N. 
{1 SEATTLE 


1B KANSAS CITY neces 
25 AtLos Angeles Raiders... — 
4 PHILADELPHIA... 

8 ALDetat.. 

5 LOS ANGELES 


November 


Seas = 
22 APhoenix.... . 
26 NEW YORK GIANTS. 21-16 
December 6 At Denver. — 
43. AtWashington 24-24 
21 Atalanta (N) 31-27 
27 CHICAGO snare = 


DALLAS COWBOYS 

After falling one game short of the NFC cham- 
pionship contest, the Dallas Cowboys contin- 
ued their rapid resurgence by adding 15 draft 
choices. Eight of them arrived courtesy of the 
Herschel Walker trade and its spinoffs. Alas, 
the contributions of Walker to Dallas are finally 
exhausted. 

Addressing their concerns in the second- 
ary, the Cowboys drafted seven defensive 
backs. They figured such saturation bombing 
is bound to provide better results than the 
bombs that flew over their heads last season 
when the run-and-shoot offense of the Lions 
embarrassed the Cowboys in the playoffs. 
They finished 23rd in pass defense. 

But this is nit-picking. The Cowboys are a 
remarkable story, bouncing from 1-15 to 7-9 
to 11-5 in three quick seasons under coach 
Jimmy Johnson and owner Jerry Jones. An 
ordinary 9-7 mark in '92 could be excused, 
even expected. After all, this isn’t Dynasty yet. 


Johnson will have none of the slow-down talk. 
He's ready for the NFC title game. 

The Cowboys got close last year without 
franchise quarterback Troy Aikman. That they 
beat the Bears in Chicago with Steve Beuer- 
lein was a great tribute to their maturity and 
talent. Never before had one NFL team boast- 
ed the top runner and top receiver (in yards) in 
‘one season until Emmitt Smith and Michael 
Irvin pulled it off in 1991. 

In the NFC Central, the Cowboys would be 
runaway favorites. They would have won the 
West last year. In the East, they are just anoth- 
er good team. How good? The ttle things tell: 
They were the least penalized team in the 
NEC. They coughed up the ball only 24 times, 
behind only Kansas City (22), Washington 
and the Giants (both 23). They beat good 
teams on the road (Washington, Philadelphia 
and Chicago). They allowed just one sack in 
games against Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
and Chicago. 
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The return of Aikman from a knee injury for 
his fourth season gives the Cowboys reason 
for great optimism. That Aikman has missed 
the end of the last two seasons gives them 
reason for caution. Aikman could have played 
in the playoffs, but Beuerlein was so effective 
that Johnson wisely left him in, providing valu- 
able lessons for all his young players that-no 
One man is indispensable and that every man 
must carry his weight. It was a decision that 
could pay huge dividends. Although Beuer- 
lein was effective in leading the Cowboys to 
four straight victories to end the season, there 
is no quarterback controversy in Dallas. Aik- 
man led the NFC in passer rating before his 
injury and finished atop the NFC in completion 
percentage at 65.3. 

Irvin and rookie Alvin Harper both averaged 
more than 16 yards per catch in the Dallas 
offense designed by Norv Turner. Irvin's 93 
catches were second only to Houston's 
Haywood Jeffires (100). Irvin's 1,523 yards 
were nearly 200 more than runner-up Gary 
Clark of the Redskins (1,340). 

Tight end Jay Novacek joined Irvin, Smith, 
and Aikman at the Pro Bowl on the strength of 
59 catches. That helped take the pressure off 
Irvin, Harper had 20 catches and the receiv- 
ing corps should get immediate help from 
second-round draft pick Jimmy Smith of Jack- 
son State. Smith will push speedy Alexander 
Wright and punt returner Kelvin Martin for the 
third receiver spot. The Cowboys also added 
Gerald Alphin from the Canadian Football 
League. At tight end, big blocker Alfredo Rob- 
erts is a nice complement to Novacek. 

Smith is a franchise back, sneaking past 
both Barry Sanders of Detroit and Thurman 
Thomas of Buffalo to win the rushing title with 


1,563 yards, 40 yards more than Irvin's total 
in a perfectly balanced attack. Smith also 
Caught 49 passes for an additional 258 yards. 
‘Smith's 365 rushes led the league. He carried 
on 84 percent of Dallas running plays. Full- 
back Daryl Johnston carried only 17 times. If 
Smith gets help, it will come from World 
League refugee Ricky Blake, who broke a hip 
last November after leaving a big impression 
with his 244 pounds. He gained 80 yards in 
only 15 carries before his injury. Tommie Agee 
is the backup fullback and Curvin Richards 
returns from a shoulder injury that knocked 
him out last season. 

The offensive line performed better than ex- 
Pected and deserves credit for the perfor- 
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mances of Smith, Irvin, and Aikman. Center 
Mark Stepnoski and 332-pound right tackle 
Nate Newton are knocking on the Pro Bowl 
door while guards Kevin Gogan and John Ge- 
sek and left tackle Mark Tuinei were more than 
adequate. Second-year tackle Erik Williams 
will push Tuinei for a starting job this year and 
third-round draft pick James Brown of Virginia 
State may surprise at guard. The Cowboys 
drafted three other guards to battle veteran 
Alan Veingrad and Plan B pickup Frank Cor- 
nish from San Diego for backup help. 

The Cowboys will look for talent anywhere 
they can getit. The last job for Chad Hennings 
was flying A-10 fighter missions to help the 
Kurds in the {raq war. An 11th-round draft 
choice of the Cowboys in 1988, Hennings won 
the Outland Trophy at Air Force and is ready 
to become the Roger Staubach of the ‘90s. 
The Cowboys got lucky with Navy's Staubach, 
and the 6-6, 270-pound Hennings will get a 
chance to rush the passer. 

A more productive pass rush would im- 
prove the secondary. Last year's No. 1 draft 
choice, Russell Maryland, came on with 4% 
sacks in six starts. Tony Casillas was rejuve- 
nated after arriving from Atlanta. Ends Tony 
Tolbert and Jim Jeffcoat will be pushed by 
Jimmie Jones, Tony Hill, and Kevin Harris. A 
fourth-round draft choice last season, Harris 
sat out with a knee injury, He will also push 
Dale Hellestrae as the team's long-snapper. 
Second-year man Leon Lett and holdover 
Danny Noonan also are in a picture too crowd- 
ed for the Cowboys to add draft choices. 

The linebacker lineup will change dramati- 
cally with the departure of Jack Del Rio and 
the arrival of first-round draft choice Robert 
Jones. If Jones can handle the middle as ex- 
pected, strong-side starter Ken Norton dr. 
could shift to the weak side and trade spots 
with Vinson Smith. Second-year men Dixon 
Edwards and Reggie Cooper also figure and 
Bernard Clark, a Plan B pickup from Cincin- 
nati, will provide insurance for Jones. Mickey 
Pruitt and Godfrey Myles also are outside 
backers and special-teams contributors. 

Left cornerback Issiac Holt might be the 
only holdover in the secondary. No. 1 pick 
Kevin Smith will challenge Larry Brown at right 
corner with trade acquisition Garry Lewis of 
the Raiders and Plan B addition Brian Mitchell 
of Atlanta backing up. Third-round pick Clay- 
ton Holmes will also push. At safety, Ray Hor- 
ton and James Washington will have to fight to 
Survive the influx of second-round pick Darren 


Woodson, later picks Greg Briggs, Nate Kirt- 
man, Chris Hall, and Don Harris, the return 
from injury of Vince Albritton and Michael 
Brooks, and the shifting of cornerbacks Ken- 
neth Gant and Robert Williams to safety. 

The Cowboys hope Plan B addition Brad 
Daluiso from the Buffalo Bills can replace 
place-kicker Ken Willis, lost to Tampa Bay. 
Mike Saxon is the punter. Wright and Martin 
are the return specialists. 


0. ame ot age _ college. 
Ages, Tome ‘5 2B Aubun 
Akan, Troy. 222 28 UCLA 
36 Albion, Vince 216 20. Washingon 
85. Aphin, Gerla, 20 28 Kansas Sate 
40 Bats... 205.31. Tennessee 
7 Beveren, Steve 20227 ‘Nate Dane 
46, Bid, Foy... 244 25 Alabama A&M, 
43, Boles, Toy... 496 25 Michigan 
32 Brooks, Micoe 109 25. NC Stale 
24 Brom, Lary . 182 23 TOU 
75, Casitas, Tory. 277 29 Ovahoma 
$9. Clk Berar, 248 25. Miami 
3 Cooper, Regge, 215 24 Nebraska 
65 Comish Frank 25 25 UOLA 
50, Crum, Mauri 220 23. Mami 
$5 Dalis0, Brad nue 62 207 25 UCLA 
58 Edvard, Dion 6} 224 24 Nichigan Sate 
29 Gant Kemeth....0B S11 188 25. Abany S. 
AY, Gat $800.8 G2 195 26 Princeton 
63 Geek Not 6 65 279 29. Sacramento S 
4? Gham, Loveuo....,AB 5-11 200 27 Livingston 
88, Gogan, Keven G7 317 28) Washingon 
80 Hamper Abin. WRB 203 25. Temessee 
94 Hanis Kevin.......DE 65 251 23. Teas Soubem 
70, Helse, Dale.....OL 65 285 30° SMU 
Hennings, Chad... 66 270 25 Ai Force 
90. Hl, Tony DE 66 242 24. UT-Chattanooga 
BD HONS ono 68 B2 20) 30- Alco Site 
20 Hort Rajon Sef 190 32 Washi 
88 vin, Michadl.... WR G2 199. 26 Mimi 
TP Se Jhon DE 65 274 31 Arizona Stata 
48 ahr, Dayhen.fB 62 236 28 Space 
97 Jones, imme. DL 64 278 26. Mam 
9 Kip, Caig.......08 64-215 25. PadticLutwen 
7B Let. Lem,. OL 66 287 24 Emporia Sale 
2 UWS Gan OB S11. 185. 25. Alco Sto 
83 Marin Kelvin .....WR 59 182 27 Boston Colege 
87 Mayfand, Fossa... 64 277 23° Miami 
25 tical Ban....0B 53 164 24 BYU 
88 Myles, Godtey....lB 6:1 281 24 Flo 
‘51 Newon, Nit. 63 332 31 Floida ABM 
73. Noon Dancy 8-4 275. 27 Nebraska 
51 Non Kt ncenAB 62 238.26 UCLA 
BA NORE Beno TE 64 231 30 Wyoming 
$52 Prt Midk...n.0B Gt 218 27 Colorado 
27 ‘loka, Cardin... RB 59 195 24 Pitsbutgh 
87 Roberts, Aledo... TE 63.252 27 Mi 
4 Son, MikennsewP 63 202 30, San Diega St 
2 Shepard, Derick... WR 5-10. 183. 28 
22 Sih Gent... AB $9 208 23° Floids 
SF Smith VREON ot 62.281 27 Fast Carona 
$5 Stepnoski Mark 2.289 25. Pitebusgh 
$2 ober, Tory. 65 285.25. UTEP 
71 Tue, Mat. 65 0 3 
78 Veingrad, A......OL 5 280 20. East Tors St 
37 Westingon, $ 64 197 27 UCLA 
28 Weaterspoon, 57 229 24 Houston 
79 Wilans, 65 $19.24 Cerra St (OH) 
23, Wiliams, 5-10 190 30 Bayior 
‘Woodside, Keith. 60 217 28 Teas ABM 
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dare. 
1 Smith Kevin. 

4 Jones, Robert... 

2 Smith Jimmy. 

2 Woodson, Daren 

3 Holmes, Clayton 

3 Brown, James. 

4 Mysinsti, Tom... 

§ Briggs, Greg... oS 

5 Milsead, Rodenck..G 62 293 Detavare St: 

6 Wacesey Fallon....TE 87 281 Tulsa 

9 Kitman, Nao ‘S64 186 Pomona Pier 
9 Hall Ohris.......8 62 184 East Carolina 
40 Teny, dota. OL 64 292 Livi 

4. Danie, Tin WR 5-11 184 Floris ABM 
12 Haris, Don SB 185 Tetas Tech 
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WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

An encore for one of the great seasons in NFL 
history will not be easy. The Redskins were a 
dominating Super Bowl team, not just an ordi- 
nary NFC powerhouse. They crushed teams 
‘on the way to becoming only the ninth cham- 
pionship club to outscore opponents by 200 
points. That statistic indicated a superiority on 
offense and defense that will be difficult to 
duplicate even under the best of circum- 
stances. Coach Joe Gibbs still has a strong 
team in all phases, but a season like 1991 is a 
combination of skill and good luck. A little bad 
luck by opponents helps, too. 

Quarterback Mark Rypien enjoyed a career 
year and now has nothing to prove to anyone 
but himself. He has vowed to try to put togeth- 
er “another three, four, five years of consisten- 
cy. If | could do that down the road, maybe [I 
could] become a quarterback like Terry Brad- 
shaw or Joe Montana, guys who have been 
able to do it on a consistent basis.” Gibbs's 
system offered Rypien maximum protection 
and minimum risk in an age when too many 
quarterbacks are hung out to dry. Not mobile 


RICKY ERVINS 


‘or quick, Rypien had the luxury to stand back 
and find receivers Art Monk, Gary Clark, and 
Ricky Sanders without fear for his life. 

To further take pressure off Rypien, the 
Redskins pulled the coup of the draft by land- 
ing Heisman Trophy winner Desmond Howard 
of Michigan, the most exciting offensive pros- 
pect to join the NFL since Barry Sanders. 
Rarely does a Heisman Trophy winner get to 
play for such a good pro team. Tony Dorsett 
and Roger Staubach both played for the Dal- 
las Cowboys when they went to Super Bowls, 
but only after the Cowboys, like the Redskins, 
outmaneuvered other teams to land them. 

In Howard, the Redskins have the one play- 
er in the draft capable of making an instant 
contribution to a world championship team 
that is hardly in need of a boost. While other 
rookies have to wait their turn and learn, How- 
ard, if nothing else, can return kicks and pro- 
vide an immediate impact. Gibbs usually is 
cautious with rookies, but last year’s experi- 
ence with Ricky Ervins may encourage the 
coach to force-feed Howard into the offense 
sooner. It is an offense that already led the 
league in scoring at 30 points per game, the 
most since the 1985 Dolphins. They needed 
Howard like a crown needs another jewel. 

“Usually, if you give us enough time, we'll 
find a hole in anyone,” Gibbs said. “We found 
none in Howard.” 
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REDSKINS 1991 NFC RANKINGS: 

‘SCORING—Lohmiller, 148 points on 56 extra points and 31 feld 
Rishi Byner, 1,048 yards. on 274 carries, 3.8 avg, 5 
PSSiE ypien, 249 of 424 afiempts for 3.564 yards and 28 
ENE 7% receptions for 1,049 yards, 148 average, 
IEE sat 5 for 75 yards, 150 avg, 1 


— Green, 5 for 47 yards, 9.4 average. 
FUNTING asada) “52 punts, 38.8 avg, ioe 61 


aids 

mT TUN —Mteet 45 for 600 yards, 133 avg, 2 
2nd 

NO RETURNS —Mitchell, 29 for $83 yards, 20.1 aver- 

age... &th 

‘SACKS Mann, 11.5:saoks..T4th 
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To accommodate Howard, the Redskins will 
look at some four-wide-receiver formations 
similar to the variations of the run-and-shoot 
employed by the Falcons, Oilers, and Lions 
But after beating those three teams a total of 
five times last season, Gibbs is not about to 


adopt their entire offensive philsophies. The 
Redskins still base their attack around tight 
ends or H-backs such as Don Warren, Ron 
Middleton, and Terry Orr, who provide Rypien 
that extra measure of protection, give Earnest 
Byner and Ervins that extra block in the run- 
ning game, and occasionally sneak out for 
enough passes to keep defenses honest, The 
Redskins added Atlanta’s end Gary Wilkins off 
Plan B, since the Falcons don't need tight 
ends at all. He'll compete with James Jenkins 
for playing time behind Warren, Middleton, 
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and Orr. Another backup, John Brandes, is a 
long snapper and special-teams ace. 

Rypien's 28 touchdown passes trailed only 
Buffalo's Jim Kelly. His passer rating of 97.9 
trailed only San Francisco's Steve Young. The 
confidence he gained for himself and earned 
from his teammates will pay lifetime divi- 
dends. Assuming Rypien’s contract is in or- 
der, Gibbs goes into a season absolutely set 
at quarterback for the first time in years. But 
taking no chances, the Redskins drafted Chris 
Hakel in the fourth round to learn behind veter- 
an Jeff Rutledge and young Cary Conklin, 
since one-time starting candidate Stan 
Humphries fell out of favor. 

Monk will pass Steve Largent's all-time re- 
ception record of 819 on his 19th catch. Clark 
is coming off a career-high 19.1-yard aver- 
age. Sanders had a four-year-low total of 45 
feceptions. Stephen Hobbs is the fifth man, 
with a chance to make it on special teams. 

Byner gained 1,048 yards and Ervins 680 
as a rookie. Gibbs is likely to continue his rota- 
tion to give defenses different problems, but 
Ervins will no doubt get more than nine carries 
a game. John Settle returns from injury and 
could push short-yardage specialist Gerald 
Riggs for time. 

The line that allowed only nine sacks re- 
mains outstanding and could be awesome 
with the return of Ed Simmons from a knee 
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injury. Simmons opened the season at right 
tackle with Joe Jacoby at left guard. Jacoby 
finished at right tackle with Raleigh McKenzie 
at left guard. A left side of the 315-pound Ja- 
coby and perennial all-pro tackle Jim Lachey 
is unmatched. Center Jeff Bostic gets better 
with age and right guard Mark Schlereth 
eared his first Pro Bowl trip. Mark Adickes 
and Ray Brown are backups along with third- 
rounder Paul Siever with Mo Elewonibi a pos- 
sibility if he shakes his injuries. 

Coordinator Richie Petitbon’s defense 
melded from a makeshift Plan B bunch into a 
stifling unit that finished behind only the Ea- 
gles and Saints in yardage allowed and only 
behind the Saints in points allowed. Few 
coaches use more parts to better advantage 
than Petitbon, who was known to substitute all 
11 players at once on occasion, giving of- 
fenses fits in figuring matchups. 

To replace retired end Markus Koch, the 
Redskins drafted Arizona State's Shane Col- 
lins in the second round. Charles Mann is 31, 
but recorded 111% sacks, second-best in his 
career. Second-year man Bobby Wilson is ex- 
pected to push tackles Eric Williams and Tim 
Johnson for playing time. Pass-rush specialist 
Jumpy Geathers was outstanding, although 
his knees don't allow him extended action. 
Right end Fred Stokes also improved as a 
starter and finished behind only Mann and 
Geathers in quarterback hurries. The Red- 
skins added Keith Willis of Pittsburgh and 
George Hinkle of San Diego off Plan B and 
have Jason Buck as a reserve rusher. 

Outside linebackers Wilber Marshall and 
Andre Collins compare to any two in the 
league. Marshall had by far his best season in 
Washington and finished second (to Collins) 
in tackles, third in sacks, fourth in quarterback 
hurries, first in interceptions, first in forced 
fumbles, and third in recovered fumbles as 
the Redskins led the league in turnover ratio. 


Monte Coleman continues to impress as a 
valuable third-down linebacker and the mid- 
die is patrolled by Matt Millen and Kurt Gou- 
veia. Ravin Caldwell is another backup 

At cornerback, the Redskins drafted Calvin 
Holmes in the seventh round to help AJ 
Johnson and Sidney Johnson back up start- 
ers Darrell Green and Martin Mayhew. At 32, 
Green remains a key to Petitbon’s schemes 


by covering the opposition's best receiver all 
over the field. Plan B additions Danny Cope- 
land and Brad Edwards played so well at the 
Safety spots last year that Kansas City and 
Minnesota, the teams that let them go, were 
embarrassed. Alvoid Mays and Terry Hoage 
are valuable nickel performers and backups 
who will be helped by the return from injury of 
Alvin Walton and Clarence Vaughn. 

Howard will help Brian Mitchell return kicks. 
Kelly Goodbum is the punter and Chip Loh- 
miller is coming off a great year for a place- 
kicker, hitting a league-leading 12 field goals 
from beyond 40 yards. 
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TDs. ..110th 
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PUNTING—Feagles, 87 puns, 41.8 avg. longest 77 yards. 7h 
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 

For a 10-6 team that missed the playoffs for 
the first time since 1987, the Eagles enter 
4992 with considerable confidence. If you be- 
lieve that defense wins championships, it's 
easy to see why the Eagles are so high. 

“If we get Randall back at full speed, | think 
we'll win the Super Bowl,” said defensive end 
Reggie White. 

“| guarantee it,” said safety Andre Waters 

Randall Cunningham returns after injuring 
his knee in the opening game of a season. 
Defense carried the Eagles. Under new coor- 
dinator Bud Carson, the defense was statisti- 
cally better than it ever was under Buddy 
Ryan. It finished first in overall yardage, first 
against the run, and first against the pass. Not 
since the 1975 Vikings had a defense been 
No. 1 in all three categories, Five starters 
made the Pro Bowl and three of them—Reg- 
gie White, Jerome Brown, and Clyde Sim- 
mons—play on the front four where it all starts. 
The Eagles tied for the league lead in take- 
aways with 48 and set a modern-era record by 
allowing only 71 yards per game rushing 

“We have the best defense I've ever seen,” 
coach Rich Kotite said. 

So what did the Eagles do with their second 
pick in the draft? In the third round, they took a 
defensive tackle, Tommy Jeter of Texas. “We 
can't let injuries take away from our effective- 
ness on defense,” Kotite said. 

Injuries at quarterback haunted Kotite so 
much that he is seriously thinking about keep- 
ing four quarterbacks on his roster. As luxuri- 
‘ous as that may seem, it would be one fewer 


than he needed last year, when Cunningham 
was followed by Jim McMahon, Pat Ryan, 
Brad Goebel, and Jeff Kemp. The Eagles 
added David Archer, drafted Casey Weldon 
of Florida State in the fourth round, and signed 
free agent Peter Graham. All but Ryan were on 
the preseason roster. 

Cunningham will take it easy in the presea- 
son until the Eagles are convinced he is fully 
recovered from the injury that required sur- 
gery on September 4 for repair of the medial 
collateral and posterior cruciate ligaments in 
his left knee. Ordinary quarterbacks would be 
less affected than Cunningham, who is the 
leading rusher among active quarterbacks. 
Even at full strength, Cunningham has lost the 
cloak of invincibility that shrouded him 
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through his first six seasons as a daredevil 
scrambler. Healthy, he alone has the ability to 
provide the offensive boost to get the Eagles 
‘over the top. McMahon, although sometimes 
brilliant in relief, underwent elbow and knee 
surgery in the offseason and also suffered 
broken ribs in the course of posting an 8-3 
record as a starter. That's why finding a com- 
Peient third quarterback is so important. 

Without Cunningham, the Eagles fell from 
first in rushing to 2ist and are eager to find 
more running backs. Their first draft choice, 
second-rounder Siran Stacy of Alabama, will 
get every opportunity to play beside all-pur- 
pose back Keith Byars, the Eagles’ version of 
an H-back/tight end/fullback/wide receiver. 
Byars rushed for a modest 383 yards, but his 
4.1 average and his 564 yards receiving 
again made him one of the most productive 
weapons in the league. Rookie James Joseph 
came through with a team-leading 440 yards 
and will be a bigger factor this year. But Kotite 
needs more speed: He hopes Thomas Sand- 
ers can return from an ankle injury and Heath 
‘Sherman is in better shape than he was a year 
ago. Notre Dame's fourth-rounder Tony 
Brooks will get a look. The Eagles added Plan 
Brunner Don Overton from the Lions. 

Fred Barnett and Calvin Williams have de- 
veloped into a more than adequate pair of 
young receivers and veteran Roy Green is still 
effective as a speedy and savvy third receiv- 
er. Added speed is a priority, so the Eagles 
signed Floyd Dixon from Atlanta's Plan B list 
and drafted little Jeff Sydner of Hawaii, who 
has to be fast because he's only 5-6. De- 
scribed as a “Dave Meggett-type,” Sydner 
could help on third downs and in returns. Ken- 
ny Jackson and Rod Harris are backups 

Tight end Keith Jackson caught a career- 
low 48 passes and was a victim of the quarter- 
back derby. Jackson had a special rapport 
with Cunningham that the two hope to re-es- 
tablish. He's backed by Maurice Johnson, 
with veteran Mickey Shuler questionable be- 
cause of a back injury. 

Kotite let two offensive-line coaches go and 
hired Bill Muir with orders to produce a more 
aggressive approach. “We want these guys to 
have the temperament that our defense has; 
we don't want to be a finesse offense,” Kotite 
said. Better protection for the quarterbacks is 
crucial. The only set positions are right tackle 
Antone Davis and center David Alexander. 
Davis will start his second season lighter and 
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wiser after struggling through rookie mistakes. 
Left tackle Ron Heller is a battler who might be 
pushed by Daryle Smith or by San Diego Plan 
B addition Eric Floyd. The guard spots are 
wide open, with second-year man Rob Selby 
slated to replace Dennis McKnight on the left 
and Tampa Bay Plan B pickup John Bruhin 
penciled in for the departed Ron Solt on the 
right. Cecil Gray and Mike Schad are return- 
ing from injury and John Hudson is a backup 
at guard and center along with Plan B pickup 
Guy Bingham of Atlanta 

The defense is practically a pat hand, with 
injured comerback Ben Smith the only ques- 
tion mark. He is not scheduled to return until 
October, so Izel Jenkins and Otis Smith will 
have to fill in, with converted safety John Boo- 
ty and fifth-rounder Corey Barlow in reserve. 
They will play opposite Pro Bowler Eric Allen, 
whom Kotite calls the best corner he's ever 
been around. Safeties Andre Waters and Wes 
Hopkins also enjoyed good years, but could 
be pushed by Jesse Campbell. The: entire 
secondary benefits immensely from a front 
seven unmatched in football. 

White had 15 sacks, Simmons 13, and 
Brown 9. There is argument in Philly over 
whether White, Brown, or linebacker Seth 
Joyner is most valuable. Joyner had a sensa- 
tional year that catapulted him into the 
league's elite. Middle linebacker Byron Evans 
is underrated and on the verge of the Pro 
Bowl, Kotite thinks. Rookie William Thomas 
defied experts who thought he was too small 
by playing the right-linebacker spot with 
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aplomb. Mike Pitts is the fourth starter up front 
and is merely a former No. 1 draft choice who 
was in on 100 tackles. Mike Golic had similar 
Statistics as the swing tackle and Andy Har- 
mon is pushing for more time. Mike Flores is a 
backup. At linebacker, the reserves are Britt 
Hager, Ken Rose, and Scott Kowalkowski. 

The rookie Sydner and Plan B addition Vai 
Sikahema from Green Bay should bolster the 
retum phase of special teams. Punter Jeff 
Feagles will get a challenge from 11th-round- 
er Pumpy Tudors of the all-name team. Roger 
Ruzek is the place-kicker, 
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NEW YORK GIANTS 

Doomed by a late start in his initial season, 
Giants coach Ray Handley vows to do things 
his way the second time around. Predecessor 
Bill Parcells did the club no favors by hanging 
‘on until his May 15 resignation last year, but 
he was obviously concerned about a heart 
condition that didn't allow for clear plans. Or- 
derly transition is tough enough; untimely 
change is a blueprint for mediocrity, which the 
Giants perfectly achieved with an 8-8 record 
in a failed attempt to defend their Super Bow! 
championship. 

Handley switched offensive and defensive 
coordinators as soon after the season as he 
could, hiring Rod Rust for his defense and 
promoting quarterbacks coach Jim Fassel on 
offense. General manager George Young 
signed five Plan B prospects, more than ever. 
Come draft day, the Giants paid a great trib- 
ute to departed tight end Mark Bavaro by se- 
lecting not one replacement but two, tabbing 
Notre Dame's Derek Brown No. 1 and Wash- 
ington's Aaron Pierce No. 3. Bavaro came as 
an unheralded fourth-rounder in 1984 out of 
Notre Dame and left two Super Bowls and one 
battered body later. He was missed last sea- 
son more than quarterbacks Jeff Hostetler or 
Phil Simms could imagine. 


Handley barely survived the New York me- 
dia glare, walking out on a quarterback ques- 
tion in December he had heard too often. Re- 
alizing he is unlikely to outlast that question, 
Handley promised a different approach this 
year. Hostetler remains his quarterback and 
Handley will take charge in more areas. 

“If | made a mistake, | took this job and 
maybe looked at myself as a caretaker,” 
Handley said. “Maybe | tried to take Bill Par- 
cells's team and coach it as Ray Handley. In 
the future, a team coached by Ray Handley 
will be a Ray Handley team.” 

The Giants are still a fairly solid team, which 
is not always good enough in the tough NFC 
East. Age is creeping around the edges and 
‘speed is a luxury the Giants see others have. 
The Redskins drafted receiver Desmond 
Howard, The Cowboys drafted cornerback 
Kevin Smith. 

Hostetler should benefit from an offense 
Fassel promises to open up from the grind-it- 
‘out days, but with a big, strong offensive line, 
the addition of young tight ends, and the 
emergence of Rodney Hampton as a premier 
running back, it may be more practical to stay 
close to the vest. Hostetler's 62.8 percent 
completion rate was a club record; he also 
had the longest touchdown run of the year, 47 
yards, living up to the reputation that enabled 
him to beat out, Simms, who was productive 
after Hostetler went out with a back injury. In 
141 attempts, Simms threw eight touchdown 
passes. Hostetler threw five TDs in 285 at- 
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tempts. Unless Plan B addition Jeff Carlson 
develops in a hurry, Simms appears destined 
to finish his career with the Giants, even 
though he would prefer a chance to play 
somewhere else. 

Receiver Mark Ingram surpassed his four- 
year yardage total in one season, missing the 
1,000-yard mark by two yards. His 51 catches 
nearly matched his four-year total of 58 as he 
emerged as Hostetler's No. 1 target. Stephen 
Baker, the Touchdown Maker, led the club 
with four scoring catches as the Giants fin- 
ished 19th in points, Ingram, Baker, and the 
promising second-year prospect Ed McCaf- 
frey will be joined by Plan B additions Chris 
Calloway from Pittsburgh and Millard Hamil- 
ton from New England. The addition of Brown 
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and Pierce could push starting tight end How- 
ard Cross out of a job or at least improve the 
Production at a position that is vital to both the 
passing and running game. 

Hampton appears ready to join the elite 
backs in his third season. After missing two 
games with a shoulder injury, he wound up 
with 1,059 yards last year and an additional 
283 as the team’s No. 3 receiver. For his ef- 
forts, Hampton will no longer have to return 
kickoffs. Lewis Tillman averaged a very re- 
spectable 4.4 yards as Hampton's backup, 
making Ottis Anderson's annual battle to wina 
spot on the team that much tougher. David 
Meggett is one of the league's best third- 


sack was a disappointment. McGhee appears 
too big to play linebacker, so will get a shot at 
a down position. Marshall had 11 sacks in his 
ninth season. 

Linebacker Lawrence Taylor admits he's 
thinking more about golf than about football. 
The play of rookie Corey Miller in Taylor's ab- 
sence was encouraging as Miller got 2% 
sacks in the final two games. Carl Banks starts 
his ninth season at left linebacker. Pepper 
Johnson is the team's leading tackler from 
one inside linebacker spot, which he could 
handle alone in a 4-3. Gary Reasons, Steve 
DeOssie, and Plan B addition Ed Reynolds 
from New England are also inside pluggers. 


down specialists. He averaged 5.3 yards on 
29 rushes and 8.2 yards on 50 catches. The 
Giants bid farewell to fullback Maurice 
Carthon to make room for second-year player 
Jarrod Bunch, who will be backed up by Plan 
B addition Greg Amsler from Phoenix. 

The offensive line is a team strength, with 
John Elliott, William Roberts, Bart Oates, Eric 
Moore, and Doug Riesenberg back for anoth- 
er campaign. Although the group didn’t have 
its best season, it is still one of the league's 
premier units. Oates will be 35 and is coming 
off a Pro Bowl at center. Former No. 1 pick 
Brian Williams is supposed to beat him out 
every year and can't do it. Tackles Elliott and 
Riesenberg are backed up by another young 
prospect, Clarence Jones, last year's fourth- 
round pick. Bob Kratch pushes guards Rob- 
erts and Moore. Roberts is coming off a partic- 
ularly consistent year, 

Handley has plans to spend more time with 
his defense this year. Rust is contemplating 
changes that may include some 4-3 fronts, 
almost unheard of with the Giants. If fourth- 
round defensive lineman Keith Hamilton of Pitt 
and last year’s second-round pick Kanavis 
McGhee show enough to warrant playing 
time, Rust could move end Mike Fox inside 
with nose tackle Erik Howard and backup 
John Washington and let Hamilton and 
McGhee battle it out with left end Eric Dorsey 
opposite Leonard Marshall. Dorsey's one-half 
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DAVE ‘Reynolds, Ed... AB 65 242 31 Virginia 
72 Riesenberg, Doug......T 65 275 27 Calitomia 
MEGGETT 8 Robes Willam......T 65 260 30. Ohio Sie 
‘14. Simms, Phil. QB 6-3 214 37 Morehead State 
88. Smith, Jory... WR 5-10 177 23 Louisville 
‘56. Taylor, Lawrence.....LB 6-3 243 33. North Carolina 
34 Tillman, Lewis... RB 6-0 195. 26 Jackson Stale 
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hontai ‘ DRAFTEES 
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where last year's starters, Greg Jackson and 
Myron Guyton, had disappointing perfor- 
mances. Second-year man Lamar McGriggs 
and Thom Kaumeyer also figure in the safety 
rotation and former starting cornerback Perry 
Williams, third-year corner Roger Brown, and 
special-teams ace Reyna Thompson are 
backups 

Meggett, Thompson, punter Sean Landeta, 
and place-kicker Matt Bahr are the nucleus of 
a solid special-teams group. 


1 Brown, Derek......TE 65 255) Note Dame 
2 Spars, Phill... CB 5-11 195 Arianna St 


41 Singleton, Nate... WR 6-0 189 Grambling 
12 Swann, Charles... WR 60. 189. Indiana St 
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PHOENIX CARDINALS 

Things are looking down for the hapless Car- 
dinals. From 7-9 to 5-11 to 5-11 to 4-12, the 
Cardinals are sinking in the NFC East. Phoe- 
nix is in ashes, but there is always a sunny 
side in this town. Owner Billy Bidwill did two 
things in the offseason: He eliminated seats 
with an obstructed view and he allowed the 
sale of beer throughout Sun Devil Stadium 
Maybe the combination will make the Cardi- 
nals look better than they are 

Never renowned for their drafting prowess, 
the Cards traded out of the first round when 
they obtained receiver Randal Hill from Miami 
last season. The timing was strange. Hill is a 
speedy player with a promising future. But the 
Cardinals made the deal after their quarter- 
back Timm Rosenbach went out for the sea- 
son. Hill, the 23rd pick in a so-so 1991 draft, 
was traded for what turned out to be the sev- 
enth pick in the loaded 1992 draft. The Cards 
are convinced they did the right thing. Just for 
the sake of future argument among Phoenix 
fans, the seventh pick this year was Wisconsin 
cornerback Troy Vincent. 

The Cardinals still can’t run or stop the run, 
the two most basic fundamentals of success- 
ful football. Sometimes, teams can get by with 
one and not the other, but the inability to do 
either spells certain doom. The 1-15 Indianap- 
olis Colts, for example, were dead last in both 
categories last season. 

The draft yielded virtually no promise of im- 
mediate help. Top pick Tony Sacca of Penn 
State will be a third-string quarterback. Third- 
rounder Ed Cunningham of Washington will 


be a_second-string center. Fourth-rounder 
Jeff Christy of Pitt thought he was a sixth- 
founder but could wind up starting at offen- 
sive tackle. All five Plan B additions—tackle 
Mark May, linebacker Jessie Small, safety Pat 
Eilers, tight end Butch Rolle, and running 
back-retumer Johnny Bailey—could vie for 
‘starting jobs. 

The Cardinals finished last season with an 
eight-game losing streak. Their main hope is 
the healthy return of Rosenbach, who is 
ahead of schedule in knee rehab. Rosenbach 
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CARDINALS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Davis, €2 points on 19 extra points and 21 field 
goals... 13th 

RUSHING—Johnson, 686 yards on 196 caries, 3,4 avg., 4 
TDs... 40th 

PASSING—Tupa, 165 of 315 attempts for 2,053 yards and 6 
TDs. ..15th 

RECEIVING—Jones, 61 receptions for 957 yards, 15,7 avg, 4 
TDs... Titth 

INTERCEPTIONS —Wilams, 6 for 60 yards, 10.0 average... T1st 
PUNTING=Camaritlo, 76 punts, 45.3 avg., longest 60 
yards. .2nd 

PUNT RETURNS —Jackson, 31 for 244 yards, 7.9 average. ..11th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Cenlers, 16 for 330 yards, 20.6 aver- 
age... unranked 

SACKS —Harvey, 9.0 sacks. th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 8 SANDIEGO (N) 
45 CHICAGO (N) 
22. ASeatte (N) 
28 _AtDenver (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 

September ‘A Tampa Bay 

13. PHILADELPHIA (t).. 

20 AtDalas = 

27 OPEN DATE. 
WASHINGTON. 

11 ALNew York Giants 

18 NEW ORLEANS, 

At Philadelphia. 

SAN FRANCISCO. 

“At Los Angeles Rams. 

A Aliant. 

DALLAS. 

‘At Washington, 

‘SAN DIEGO, 

[NEW YORK GIANTS. 

A Indianapolis. 

TAMPA BAY... 
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is a fiery team leader who was ready to make 
a move when he was hurt in a freak practice 
incident. If the new knee prevents him from 
scrambling, Rosenbach will probably invent 
another way to compete. The addition of Chris 
Chandler gave the Cards an experienced 
backup if Rosenbach is not ready. The draft- 
ing of Sacca indicates they don't want to take 
any chances, 

The only receiver in this year’s draft to com- 
pare to Hill was Desmond Howard, so the 
Cards invested a year early in the deep threat 
they have missed since Roy Green left. “He 
has to be on the field,” said coach Joe Bugel. 
With possession receiver Ricky Proehl and 
physical Ernie Jones to complement Hill, the 
Cards think they are set at the wideouts. An- 
thony Edwards and John Jackson are back- 
ups. Bugel thinks Walter Reeves is among the 
best blocking tight ends in football. The addi- 
tion of seventh-rounder Derek Ware is inter- 
esting because Ware never met a fight he 
didn't like. 

Bugel promises to get more involved on an 
offensive line that needs retooling. Tootie 
Robbins was traded to Green Bay and Luis 
Sharpe fell out of favor, leaving the Cards 
without their bookend tackles for the first time 
in 10 years. The acquisition of veterans Mark 
May and Danny Villa gives Bugel some versa- 
tility at guard or tackle, where some combina- 
tion of Joe Wolf, Vernice Smith, Lance Smith, 
and Willie Williams will emerge. Williams 
backed up at every spot on the line, including 
tight end. The only certain starter is center Bill 
Lewis, whose back problem forced the draft- 
ing of Cunningham. Kani Kauahi is the best 
long snapper in the league, Bugel thinks. 

At running back, the Cardinals could have a 
problem if Johnny Johnson has contract trou- 
ble again and Anthony Thompson doesn't get 
any faster. The addition of tight end Butch 
Rolle as the Cards’ first natural H-back in Bu- 
gel's one-back attack may help both the run 
and the pass. Tim Jorden is more of a backup 
tight end than an H-back, Depth at running 
back is a concern with Ivory Lee Brown, Larry 
Centers, and Plan B addition Johnny Bailey 
from Chicago the only candidates on the early 
roster. Brown was one of the top rushers in the 
World League. Bailey is a nifty runner who 
could help on third down. 

The defense showed improvement under 
new coordinator Fritz Shurmur, who changed 
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seven positions and still is far from satisfied. 
The continued development of Eric Swann is 
paramount if the Cards are to take another 
step up. Swann slimmed down from 338 to 
310 and can be a force anywhere Shurmur 
puts him. He played both ends and the nose, 
although right end appears to be his spot in 
the base 3-4 front. The development of sec- 
ond-year man Mike Jones also is vital. He 
must push 305-pound Jeff Faulkner on the 
other end or force someone to move inside, 
where Jim Wahler is willing but light at 275. 
Craig Patterson, at 317, could give the Cards 
three 300-pounders on the line 

The linebackers are the strength of the 
team, with Freddie Joe Nunn and Ken Harvey 


CARDINALS VETERAN ROSTER 
0. name pos _ ht wt age college 
20. Bailey, Jonny... 58 160 25 Teas AS! 
‘54 Broton, Oavid.......B 62 230 27 Wake Forest 
% Brown. Edde........WR 5-11 192 23 Lousiana Tech 
33 Brown, troy Lee...RB 6-2 230 23 Ark-Pine Blut 
16 Camano, Fich......P 5-11 196-33. Washi 
37 Confers, Lary ....RB 6-0 200 24 Stephen F, Austin. 
17 Chander, Chyis.....08 G4 220 27 Washington 
$8 Coleman, Sidney....B 6:2 250 28 Southern Miss 
21 Davis, Dedter....0CB S10 190 2 Clemson 
5 Davis, Greg. K 60 200 27 Citadel 
22 Duerson, Dave.........S 6-1 208 32 Nove Dame 
81 Exnards, Anthony ...WA_ 5-9 190. 25 NM. Highlands 
24 Eilers, Pat. S 5-11 195. 25 Nowe Dame 
4 Faulhnes, Jet DE 64 3S 2 SouhenU, 
6 Harvey, 1B 6-3 230 27 Calilomia 
$B Hi, EFC nmnnestB 6-2 250 25 LSU 
81. Hil, Randal... WR S10 17 23 Miami 
ST Hythe SVE ut 6-2 226. 29 Livingston 
20 Jackson, Jofin,.....WR 6-0 183 25. Southem Cal 
53. AG Gat oven 8-3 240 29 Florida State 
139 Johnson, Johnny... RB 63 220. 24 San Jose St 
86, Jones, Eig... WR 6-0 200 28 Indiana 
55. Jones, Jock AB 6:2 227 24 Vitginia Tech 
75. Jones, MIKE...» DL 6-4 285 23 North Carina St 
85. Jorden, Tim TE 63 235 2% indore 
57 Kauai, Ka © 63 275 33 Hawaii 
51 Lewis, Bil. C 66 20 2 Nebase 
28 Lotion, Steve. CB 5-9 180 74 Teas ARM 
29 Lynch, Lorenao CB. 5-10 200, 29° Sacramento St 
40 Massey, Rober ....B 5-10 185 25 NC. Cental 
73 Nay, Mark 1 66 2 2 
46 McDonald, Tim......SS_ 62 215 27 Southem Cal 
Th Nord, Mike, T 67 20 2% North Alabama 
50 Nunn, Freckle Joe, B4 250 30 Mississippi 
76, Patterson, Cra. 64 317 2 BYU 
87 Prost, Richy... WR 6-0 190 24 Wake Forest 
89 Reeves, Walter......TE 6:3 286 27 Aub 
64 Richards, James... 6-4 289 23. Caltomia 
82. Rolle, Buch. HB 64 245 28 Michigan State 
 Rosentach, Tinm....0B 6-1 210° 25 Washingion St 
‘87 Sharp, Luis. J 65 295 32 UCLA 
52 Sal, Jessie LB 63 240 26 Eastem Kentucty 
61, Smith, Lance, G 63 20 2 LSU 
69 Smith, Venice... OL 6:3 298. 27° Florida ABM 
980 Stowe, Tyronné......LB 6-1 249 27 Rutgers 
98 Swann, Bric: DL 6-4 310 22° No College 
27 Taylor an snon CB 5-10 175 25 San Jose St 
24 Thompson, AB 6-0 210 25. Indara 
74 Vila, Danny on. 65 305 28 Arizona Sete 
(86 Wahler, Jim. NG 6-4 275 26 UCLA 
35 Willams, Aeneas... CB 5-10 187 23 Souther U. 
60 Wiliams, Willé.......T 68 300 2 LSU 
‘68. Woll, Jor G 66 25 26 Boston College 
92 Wight. Wille... LB 4 239 24 i 
98 Zowtich, Micuel.....FS 6-1 200 29 Penn Sate 

DRAFTEES 
Td_name pos ht _wt_ college 
2 Sacca, Tony ........0B 65 234 Penn Site 
3 Cunningham, Ed... &3 289 Washingion 
4 Christy, Jet ....0L 63 204 Pitsbuigh 
4 Bankston, Michael... 6-1! 285 Sam Houston St. 
6 Braunings, Bran,....0T 65 278 
7 Ware, Derk. TE 62 245 Centr St (OK) 
8 Blount Er, WR 59 192 Noth Carolina 
9 Henson, David... NT 62 280 Aransas Central 
9 Willams, Tyrone,....WR 65 207 Western Ontario 
10 Yarbrough, Reggie... FB 6-1 215: Fulleron State 
1), Baty, Robet.....0T 65 285 loa 
12 Wison, Lance......NT 6-2 265 Texas 


providing as good a pair outside as any team 
in the league. Both are rangy, explosive, ev- 
ery-down players who can rush and drop. To- 
gether, they had 32 of the team's 46 quarter- 
back hurries. Inside, Eric Hill led the team in 
tackles and is a nasty dominating force who 
has been complemented by Tyronne Stowe, 
such a big hitter that any resounding tackle is 
now nicknamed "a Stowe.” The addition of 
Plan B linebacker Jessie Small from Philadel- 
phia helps the depth that includes Jock 
Jones, Sidney Coleman, and bulked-up for- 
mer World League terror Steve Hyche. 

Cornerback Aeneas Williams tied for the 
NFC lead in interceptions with six in a brilliant 
rookie year. With Robert Massey returning af- 
ter a bout with hepatitis to play the right side, 
Shurmur has a talented pair of starters. Lor- 
enzo Lynch is a hard-hitting valuable backup 
with experience. Steve Lofton is fast. Jay Tay- 
lor is a nickel corner. In the middle, the return 
of Tim McDonald at strong safety will solidify 
the secondary. McDonald missed the last four 
games with a broken leg and still was voted to 
the Pro Bowl. Plan B pickup Pat Eilers from 
Minnesota will push Michael Zordich at free 
safety. Veteran Dave Duerson was an invalu- 
able replacement for McDonald and Dexter 
Davis is a physical second-year prospect. 

Punter Rich Camarillo and place-kicker 
Greg Davis are the best combination in the 
league in Bugel's estimation. He would just 
like to see a little less of both of them. Bailey 
could boost the return game if he learns to 
catch better than he did in Chicago. Rookie 
Eric Blount is a return specialist and Randal 
Hill is there to help out. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 
When Joe Montana first tested his surgical 
throwing elbow in public before the draft in 
April, 38 reporters and a photographer from 
Japan watched. Montana's elbow is the most 
important joint in San Francisco. Without it, the 
49er faithful were unable to raise toasts to last 
year's team, which failed to make the playoffs 
for the first time since 1982, 

Despite other injuries and unrest, the 49ers 
finished fast, winning their last six, including a 
resounding 52—14 victory over the playoff- 
bound Bears. The string included victories 
‘over two other playoff teams, the Saints and 
Chiefs. The cost was steep. Coach George 
Seifert lost offensive coordinator Mike Holm- 
gren to the Green Bay Packers and Holmgren 
took assistants Sherman Lewis and Ray 
Rhodes with him. The second-round draft 
Choice the 49ers extracted from the Packers 
cannot coach. The resulting shuffle among of- 
fensive assistants means only line coach 
Bobb McKittrick will have the same responsi- 
bilities as last year. Seifert brought in Mike 
Shanahan from Denver to run an offense that 
Montana and backups Steve Young and 
Steve Bono know like the palms of their hands. 

Itis a system that requires little revamping, 
In Montana's absence, Young and Bono fin- 
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ished first and fourth, respectively, among 
league passers, a tribute to the offense. If 
Montana is healthy, the 49ers will challenge 
for another Super Bowl trip. At 36, he has 
missed 33 starts since 1986 because of injury. 
But he remains without peer when he's on the 
field. Considering his past experience with 
bouncing back strong from injury, Montana is 
no doubt poised for another memorable sea- 
son. Taking no chances, the 49ers refused to 
ship out Young during the draft despite the 
surprising performance of Bono and the 
promise of young Bill Musgrave. Instead, they 
will wait until they are certain their own cup- 
board is full at the most important position 
The quarterbacks still have the best tandem 
of wide receivers in football in Jerry Rice and 
John Taylor, the best friends of any offensive 
system. Rice is a lock to become the all-time 
leading scorer among wide receivers this sea- 
son. He has 93 touchdown catches to trail 
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FORTY-NINERS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Coler, 91 points on 49 extra points and 14 field 


goals. .8h 
RUSHING—Henderson, 561 yards'on 197 caries, 4.1 avg, 
24Ds. 12th 

PASSING —Young, 180 of 279 atempts for 2.517 yards and 17 $ 
TDs _.tst 

RECENVING—Rice, 60 receptions for 1,206 yards, 15:1 avg, 14 
Tos, . 131d 

INTERCEPTIONS —Waymer, 4 ot 77 yards, 19:3 average. Tord 
PUNTING—Prokop, 40 punts, 38.5 avo. longest 58 yards, 13h 
PUNT RETURNS —Taylor, 31 for 267 yards, 86 average, . 8th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Cater, 37 for 839 yards, 227 avg, 1 
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only Steve Largent (100) and Don Hutson 
(99). Only an off year would prevent his as- 
cension to the top. Taylor remains the greatest 
“second fiddle" since John Stallworth, a pri- 
mary target in his own right. Taylor is more 
dangerous than Rice after the catch. Mike 
Sherrard is the third receiver and the 49ers 
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welcome the return of Ron Lewis from injured 
feserve and the addition of Odessa Turner 
from the Giants’ Plan B roster. At tight end, 
Brent Jones is the primary receiver and Jamie 
Williams the primary blocker. 

Replacing running back Roger Craig and 
‘safety Ronnie Lott is an ongoing project for the 
49ers, as their draft of Washington safety 
Dana Hail in the first round and Florida State 
runner Amp Lee in the second indicates. 

Lee will get a good chance to start at run- 
ning back, where small Dexter Carter starts 
and injury-riddied Keith Henderson led the 
club with 561 yards. Between them, Carter 
and Henderson lost an unacceptable eight 
fumbles, so last year's injured rookies, Ricky 
Watters and Sheldon Canley, plus Plan B 
pickup Marc Logan from Miami, all will get a 
shot to start. At fullback Tom Rathman is the 
top blocker, but he averaged only 2.9 yards 
per rush, perhaps because no one returned 
the favor. Harry Sydney is a reliable backup. 

(On the offensive line, the 49ers are danger- 
ously thin at tackle, where Steve Wallace and 
Harris Barton are backed by Harry Boatswain, 
who spent his rookie season on IR with a back 
injury, and guard-tackle Tom Neville. Guards 
Guy McIntyre and Roy Foster will get help 
from Plan B addition Ralph Tamm from Cincin- 
nati and third-round draft choice Brian Bol- 
linger, who could eventually push the veteran 
Foster out of a job. Jesse Sapolu is the center, 
with Tamm slated to compete with backup 
Chuck Thomas. 

Replacing Lott at safety became an even 
greater priority than replacing Craig at run- 


ning back after the 49ers lost Dave Waymer 
‘on Plan B to the Raiders. Unhappy with starter 
Todd Bowles and backups Johnny Jackson 
and David Whitmore, the 49ers may have all 
new faces in the middle of the secondary. Hall 
is a big hitter who played cornerback, but he 
is expected to push Bowles out at free safety. 
Waymer's replacement is Plan B acquisition 
Thane Gash from Cleveland, another big hitter 
who is recovering from a freak neck injury suf- 
fered in the Browns’ weight room. The 49ers 
also landed Derrick Crudup from the Raiders 
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on Plan B. He could compete for playing time 
at Lott's old position. The situation is so shaky 
at safety that the 49ers traded up in the sixth 
round of the draft just to land another body, 
Pitt's Damien Russell. 

At cornerback, right-side starter Don Griffin 
is the only solid returner on the team. Darryl 
Pollard and Eric Davis are coming back from 
injuries that knocked them out of last season 
to challenge Merton Hanks on the right side. 
Manny Hendrix is a Plan B pickup from Dallas 
and Kevin Lewis is a third-year prospect. 

The front seven is slightly more settled, but 
not as solid as a defense ranked sixth in the 
league might seem. Pass-rush specialists 
Charles Haley and Tim Harris are both enter- 
ing uncertain years. Haley is coming off rota- 
tor cuff surgery that will keep him out of action 
for some time. Harris is coming off a battle 
with alcohol abuse that may result in a sus- 
pension. Kevin Fagan retums from a knee 
problem that ended his season prematurely. 
He and Pierce Holt are the starting ends who 
do double duty against the run and pass. 
Nose tackle Michael Carter is back and rela- 
tively healthy. Larry Roberts is the pass-rush 
end and Dennis Brown and Ted Washington 
are 300-pound additions to the rotation that 
gives coordinator Bill McPherson a fresh 
change of pace. The 49ers collect defensive 
linemen to fit their frequent-substitution 
scheme. This year's addition is Mark Thomas, 
a fourth-rounder. 

The 49ers need either Haley or Harris or 
both healthy and available to mount the kind 
of consistent pass rush required of any con- 
tender. Inside linebackers Steve DeLong and 
Mike Walter get help from Plan B addition 
Mike Reichenbach from Miami. The 49ers are 
also high on Darvin Jordan and have Mitch 
Donahue back for his second season inside. 
Right-side backer Bill Romanowski finished 
second to Waymer in tackles last year after 
leading the club the year before. 

Mike Cofer had a bad year in the place- 
kicking department, connecting on just half of 
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his 28 field-goal attempts. Yet the club took no 
steps to replace him. Punter Joe Prokop is a 
well-traveled free agent. The 49ers drafted 
Colorado quarterback Darian Hagan to help 
Dexter Carter return kickoffs in the absence of 
Plan B defector Spencer Tillman. Taylor 
wouldn't mind more help in returning punts. 


“49ERS 
orate os ht wt age college 
$9 ASTER SCTE G4 245 23 West Chester 
73 Barton, Haris... OL 64 280-28. Nod Carona 
65 Bodovain Hany....T 6-4 296 23 New Hen 
13 Bono, Seve. 08 4 215 30) UCLA 
22 Bowes, Todd........S 62 205 20 Temple 
9% 810mm, Demis.....DE. 6-4 290.25. Washington 
BF But Jim NT G1 270 33 Mia 
2 Caney, Sheldon... RB 59.195 24 San Jose Sie 
% Cate, Oates... 52 170 25 Florida Sete 
95 Cates, Mitael. NT 62 285 32 SMU 
8 Cole, Mew nk B41 160 28 NC. Sele 
71 Gran, Deck... 63 219 27 Oahoma 
2 Davis, Ec (B 5-11 178 24 Jecsomvile St 
59. Delong Keith... B2 285 25 Tennesse 
5 DidsonJoe...DE 63 280 25 Calla 
54 Dorahue, Mich LB 62 254 24 Woring 
75 fag, Kein... DE 63 28) 29 Mani 
67 Fost Ray... G84 20 32 Soutem Ca 
31 Gash Tare S511 18 2 E TemesseeSt 
98 Goss, Anonio....1B 6-4 228 26. Nort Cacina 
2 Gin, Do. (CB 6-0 176 28 Middle Tem. St. 
8 Heggins,Odsll...NT 62 275 25 lvida Soho 
94 Hey, Chass... LBDE 65 280 28 Janes Madison 
63 Harel, Dean... DE 63 281 31 Tusa 
36 Hanks Meton....0B 62 185 24 lova 
2 Haris Tim.....LB-DE 68 258 28 Memphis Sale 
56 Harison Marin....1B 65 240. 25. Washingion 
§ Halder Dale... 62 280 29 Glangon 
30 Henderson, Keith....FB 6-4 220 25 Geoma, 
437 Hewat Manny... 0B S10 188 28. Uh 
7B Holt Pewe........DE 6-4 280 3) Angelo Sate 
40 Jetson. dohnnie.S 6-1 204 25. Houston 
$5 JONSON JOR LB 83-290 24. Clemson 
A Jones, Bet 54 20 2 Soa Cian 
90 Jorn, Dafn....B 62 245 28 Nothesseen 
40 Keen Robbie....P-K 6-4 225 24 Califia 
2 Kyles, Toy: WR 641 185: 24 Howard 
45 Lows. Kerin.....0B. 5-11 175 25 NWLa 
83 Lewis. Aon WR S41 173 24 Florida Ste 
48 Logan Mac... RB 6-0 212 27 Kentucky 
2 Motive, Guy..-G 83 285 31 Geog 
16 Moriana,Joe.......08- 62 195 36 Note Dane 
14 Musge Bil.....0B 62 196 25 Oregon 
63 Neill Tom... 65 8 31 Fresno Sale 
25 Poles, Dany......08 5-11 187 23 Weber Stale 
4 Prokop doe..P 62 25 32 Cal Pohy-Pomora 
44 Raman Ton... 64 22 90 
52 Recentach Mio...1B 62 28 31 East Stoutsbug 
89 Rena, MIE. DE 84 270 25 
BO ce, ery. WR 62 200 30 Miss Valey St 
91 Roberts Lany......DE 63 275 29 
2 Romanos Bil. 6-4 231 26 Boston College 
2 Snfaelo, Mike. .DE 84 285 24 N.Arigona 
BL Sapolu dessa. 64 250 31 Hava 
88 Stora Mie.....WR 62 187 29 UCLA 
BB Sige Rey... -6 6-6 295 26 San Jose Sate 
24 Syney, Hay...FB 6-0 217° 33 Kansas 
(64 Tarim, Rab. DL 6-4 280 26 West Chester 
82 Taye, om 1 185 30 Oeavare Sate 
6) Thomas Chuck... 63 280 32 Okehora 
2 Thomas, Rodney.....CB 5-11 185 27 
38 Toney, Anhony.....RB 6:0 233 3) ToasABM 
22 Ture, Ooessa.....WR 6-3 215 28 NWLa 
28 Weller, Adam,...-RB 6-1 210,24. Pitsourph 
74 Walice Seve... 65 276 28. Aubum 
89 Wal, Wesey.... TE 65 246. 25 Mississippi 
99 Wales, Mile..-..LB- 63-238 32 Oregon 
97. Washington Ted... OL 6-4 299° 24 Louivile 
2 Waters Pik... RB- B41 212 23 Note Dame 
41 Woitroe, Oaid......S 60 205 25 Stephen F Austin 
48 Wiboun, Stawn....CB 63. 210 25 Long Beach Sate 
81 Wiliams, Jamib....7E 64 285 32 
8 Yang, Seve.......08 62 20 31 BYU 
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= ATLANTA FALCONS 


Coach Jerry Glanville collects old cars and 
No. 1 draft choices. At the end of the latest 
draft, the Falcons had 15 No. 1 picks on their 
roster, more than any other team. On offense, 
Glanville had 10 No. 1 draftees, more than 
enough to reload the Red Gun. With three 
wide receivers, three tackles, a guard, a quar- 
terback, and two running backs all No. 1 draft 
choices, the Falcons have assembled an em- 
barrassment of offensive riches for coordina- 
tor June Jones. Already the fifth-highest scor- 
ing team in the league, the Falcons are sub- 
scribing to the theory that the best defense is 
a good offense. With two No. 1 choices in the 
last draft, the Falcons ignored an obvious 
need on defense to take tackle Bob Whitfield 
and running back Tony Smith. The defense, 
24th overall and 23rd against the run, will have 
to wait its turn. 

Although the future of his own race-driving 
career is suspect, Glanville appears to have 
his club on the right track. On the road, they 
were particularly impressive last season, 
beating every NFC West Division rival at their 
home parks. Glanville knows the key to con- 
trolling any division is winning on the road. 
While the Falcons fell short of the Western title, 
they beat division winner New Orleans twice 


in the Superdome within six weeks, including 
the playoff opener. 

The newfound confidence on the road will 
be supplemented this year when the Falcons 
Move into their new home, the Georgia Dome. 
The memory of losing in the mud and rain to 
the Redskins in Washington's RFK Stadium in 
the NFC divisional playoffs will be incentive 
enough to gain home-field advantage this 
time around. 

Quarterback Chris Miller enjoyed his best 
season and is surrounded with talent again, 
including a running back in Smith, who is ex- 
pected to carry the load. Former No. 1 pick 
Steve Broussard has not been healthy enough 
to become a workhorse, Second-year man Er- 
ric Pegram needs more experience in picking 
up blitzes and injured retumee Keith Jones 
remains a factor. Miller came into his own by 
throwing 20 touchdown passes and only six 
interceptions over the final nine games for a 
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FALCONS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Jofnson, 95 pois on 38 extra points and 19 field 
7 


goals... 7 
RUSHING—Broussard, 449 yards on 99 caries, 45 avg, 4 
TDs..1ah 
PASSING—Miller, 220 of 413 atlempts for 3:103 yatds and 26 
TDs...7h 


RECEIVING—Rison, 81 receptions for 976 yards, 120 avg., 

121s. 2nd 

INTERCEPTIONS —Metyer, 6 for 24 yards, 4.0 average. ..Tist 
—Sanders, 6 for 119 yards, 198 avg. 1 
1D...Tist 

‘PUNTING—Fulhage, 81 punts, 428 ag. longest 6D yards. Sth 

PUNT RETURNS —Sanders,21 for 170 yards, 8.1 average...10th 

KICKOFF RETURNS —Sanders, 25 for 576 yards, 222 avp, 1 

1D. 5h 


SACKS — Green, 50 sacks. .T15th 


August 8B At Cleveland (N) 
15 AtTampa Bay 
23 PHILADELPHIA 
28 BUFFALO (N) 

1982 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 

September 6 NEW YORK.ETS, aed 
43 AL Washington... 17-56, 
20 NEWORLEANS 627, 
27 AtChicago. _— 

October 4 GREEN BAY. er) 
1 Miami. 3 
1B ALSan Francise0 nnn 9-94 
255 OPEN DATE encisennenso ert — 

November 1 LOS ANGELES RAMS. 3-14 
9. SAN FRANCISCO (N).... 74 
15 PHOENK, son IG 
22 NButfalo See 
22 NEWENGLAND. Sore ap 

December 3 ALNew Orleans (No 2820. 
8 48-7 
2 231 
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passer rating of 103.7. In seven straight 
games he threw at least two touchdown 
passes. His improvement was attributed in 
part to the coaching of Jones, who has more 
experience in various forms of the run-and- 
shoot offense than any other assistant in foot- 
ball. Billy Joe Tolliver played well enough in a 
reserve role to convince the Falcons to trade 
away young Brett Favre to the Packers. A 
training camp will help Tolliver pick up nu- 
ances of the Red Gun. 

The Falcons are so loaded at receiver they 
have many options in stocking up for future 
drafts. Top threat Andre Rison caught 81 
passes and set a league record for most re- 
ceptions by a wide receiver in his first three 
years: 215. But Michael Haynes came into his 


in sacks with five on the lightest front in the 
league. Left end Mike Gann is recovering from 
disk surgery and was replaced by Rick Bryan, 
like Green a former No. 1 pick. Rookie Moe 
Gardner led the club in quarterback hurries 
after beating out Tory Epps. Oliver Barnett 
needs to step up in his third season, but he 
has only one sack in his first two on a defense 
desperate for pass rushers. 

If improvement in the rush comes, it will 
have to be from the linebacking corps. The 
Falcons brought in rush specialist Brett Faryn- 
iarz from the Rams’ Plan B list and signed 
Brian Forde from New Orleans, where he was 
frustrated playing behind Pro Bowlers. The 
Falcons protected only two of their four line- 
backer starters: right outside Darion Conner 


‘own with a league-leading average per catch and left inside Jessie Tuggle. According to Tle 

of 22.4 yards. Rookie Mike Pritchard matched Falcon statistics, Tuggle has led the league in & tran Mein 
Haynes's 50 catches. Rison and Pritchard are tackles for two years and also plays in nickel 34 Broussard, Steve... RB 
No. 1 picks and former No. 1 pick Shawn Cot coverages. Third-round draft pick Howard 7 Bren, Rh 

lins can't find an opening. Speedy George Dinkins will get a chance to start along with ane 
Thomas got plenty of competition when the Smith, who will push left linebacker Robert 25 Case Scot. S 


Falcons raided the Plan B market and landed 
Houston receivers Drew Hill and Tony Jones 


Lyles. Michael Reid is also a factor outside if 
he recovers from a serious knee injury. Con- 


and regained James Milling from the Giants. 

The offensive line includes No. 1 tackles 
Mike Kenn and Chris Hinton and No. 1 guard 
Bill Fralic. Whitfield is the heir apparent to 
Kenn, who is 36 and keeps getting better. Left 
guard Houston Hoover and Fralic both have 
shaky knees, so the Falcons added Roman 
Fortin from Detroit's Plan B list to compete with 
Reggie Redding, Mike Ruether, and Joe Sims 
at the backup spots. Jamie Dukes is develop- 
ing into one of the best centers in the league. 

On defense, the Falcons are casting wary 
eyes at baseball and the uncertain futures of 
cornerback Deion Sanders and safety Brian 
Jordan. Both were starting outfielders on the 
Braves and Cardinals, respectively, when the 
Falcons drafted. But the Falcons waited until 
the fourth round to take a backup, Baylor's 
Frankie Smith. 

The question marks in the secondary are 
vital because the Falcons need help in the 
front seven in order to become serious con- 
tenders. Tennessee linebacker Chuck Smith, 
a second-rounder, will find immediate em- 
ployment if he can rush the passer the way he 
did in college. The Falcons managed only 29 
sacks last season and finally gave up on their 
1988 No. 1 draft choice, Aundray Bruce. Right 
end and nickel tackle Tim Green led the team 


ner could be moved inside to take advantage 
of his strength. He had only three sacks last 
year and 14 quarterback pressures. 
Cornerbacks Sanders and Tim McKyer 
gave the Falcons the most dangerous pair of 
coverage men in the league. But even though 
they shared the NFC lead with six intercep- 
tions apiece, the Falcons gave up a league- 
high 28 touchdown passes, proving that a 
good secondary is not always enough. Bruce 
Pickens, like Sanders a No. 1, is expected to 
produce after a washout rookie year as the 
last first-rounder to sign. Bobby Butler, anoth- 
er former No. 1, may prove too valuable to 
ignore if Sanders stays with baseball. 
McKyer's contribution is obvious: The 49ers, 
Dolphins, and Falcons all made the playoffs 


with him, failed to make the playoffs without 
him. Elbert Shelley could compete at the nick- 
el corner spot. Inside, Jordan proved tough at 
strong safety and Scott Case was adequate at 
free safety. Case and Jordan were 2-3 in tack- 


eee 
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les but were burned in deep middle cover- Fa ps hs WT Doe 
ages and must improve. Jeff Donaldson and ee OO a i 
Tracey Eaton are backups. Becerra Mar a elk 
Place-kicker Norm Johnson joined the club 3 Dinkins, Howard.......B 6-1 223. Florida State 
from Seattle and came through on 19 of 23 4 Smith Franke... 0B 59 177 
field goals, including all 13 under 40 yards. He a Sa pee oe are 
will enjoy the indoors. The punter is Scott Ful- 5 Mone Dende. RB 64) 207 NE Okshoma 
hage and Sanders retums punts and kickotis 8 Dwight Regge... TE 6-4 266 Troy Sate 
when opposing teams have the guts to kick to Fd ahs ie Le oh bed 
him. The Falcons’ main concern is that Sand- FF ee SESE 9 be tie 


ers retums, period. 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
Never a franchise in a hurry, the Saints seem 
stuck in neutral again. For 20 years, they nev- 
er made the playoffs. For the last five, they 
made them three times but haven't won a 
game. Getting from one level to the next takes 
inordinate time for this team. No sooner had 
they celebrated their silver anniversary with 
their first NFC West championship than the 
party was ruined by the archrival Falcons, 
who ousted them in the Superdome in the 
wild-card opener. 

Losing twice to the Falcons at home in the 
final six weeks is a memory the Saints cannot 
easily cast aside. Until coach Jim Mora can 
coax the first playoff victory from this team, the 
question remains whether he and his compe- 
tent staff have taken the Saints’ talent as far as 
it can go. The answer awaits with all due 
speed, and speed is the one missing ingredi- 
ent in any comparison with the Falcons. The 
Saints are not a fast team. Despite their title, 
they seem to be chasing the runner-up. 


STEVE WALSH 


Uratting Indiana running back Vaughn Dun- 
bar No. 1 filled a big need in a vital area, 
Everything the Saints do on offense and much 
of their defensive success stems from a solid 
and effective running game. Battered by inju- 
ty, defection, and suspension, the tunning 
game has suffered the last two years. Dunbar 
will provide an instant boost. Reliable and du- 
rable, he lacks only breakaway speed. 

Injuries limited the Saints last season and 
Contributed to a roller-coaster experience. Af- 
ter a 9-1 start, the Saints lost four in a row 
before rallying to win the division, only to lose 
to the Falcons, At least half a dozen starters, 
including both cornerbacks, finished the year 
on the injured reserve list, and quarterback 
Bobby Hebert was playing with a throwing 
shoulder so sore he could barely practice. 
Considering the adversity, the Saints had 
good reason to celebrate. Still, the long-suf- 
fering fans want more. 

Hebert's return after a year off in a contract 
dispute produced a record of 9-2 when he 
was able to start. The Saints were 2-3 with 
Steve Walsh starting, but Walsh has proved a 
valuable backup despite limitations in arm 
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strength. His 11 touchdown passes were two 
more than Hebert threw. Third-stringer Mike 
Buck is promising but still untested. At 32, 
Hebert remains the key to the future. 

Dunbar must solidify a running game that 
often was up in the air, After the one-year re- 
tirement of Rueben Mayes, who was shipped 
to Seattle during the draft, and the knee injury 
to Dalton Hilliard, the Saints were left with lron- 
head Heyward and Gill Fenerty. After Hey- 
ward went down and was later suspended, 
rookie Fred McAfee was thrown into the fire. 
He performed well except for some untimely 
fumbles. Heyward's future will remain in doubt 
until he can control his weight (around 300) 
and prove dependable. Spectacular when 
he's healthy and happy, he is the best lead 


‘SAINTS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKING: 
SCORING—Andorsen, 113 points on 38 extra points and 26 field 


goals. 3rd 
RUSHINGMeAlee, 494 yards ‘on 109 caries, 45 avg, 2 
TOs...13th 

PASSING—\ 


‘41 of 256 attempls for 1,638 yards and 11 

TDs. Sth 

REEIVING—Nartin, 66 receptions for 803 yards, 12:2 avg, 4 
8th 


TDs, 

INTERCEPTIONS —Atkins, 5 for 198 yards, 39.6 average, .Tand. 
— Buc, 5 for 12 yards, 2.4 average... .T2nd 

PUNTING—Barnhardt, 86 punts, 43.5 avg,, longest 61 

yards, id 

PUNT RETURNS ~Buck 31 for260 yard, 84 average, 9h 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Alkins, 20 for 368 yards, 184 avor~ 

age. 1th 

SACKS —Swilling, 12.0 sacks, 1st 
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17 PITTSBURGH (\) 

22 HOUSTON 

27 Miami at Batimore, MO (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 
September 


August 


AL Philadelphia 
CHICAGO, 
A Allania. ur 
‘SAN FRANCISCO (Q).. 
ALDotot 


LOS ANGELES RAMS (N\) 
At 
November 
‘Nt San Franiso, 
WASHINGTON (Ni)... 
MIAMI... 
December } 


AtLos Angeles Rams... 
‘BUFFALO. vs 
ALNew York Jets, 


blocker in football and fast enough to be a 
feature back. The Saints traded to acquire Al- 
len Pinkett from the Oilers and veteran full- 
back Buford Jordan remains on the roster. 

At receiver, the development of Floyd 
Tuer was a pleasant surprise. His eight 
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Satuts “fans... 
We've got you covered! 


There’s a brand new 
publication in town devoted 
exclusively to bringing Saints 
fans the inside story on their 
team. It’s Saints Digest, the 
Official Publication of the New 
Orleans Saints. Published 
weekly August through Janu- 
ary and four times during the 
off-season, you get 26 big 
issues in all. Subscribe today 
and follow the Saints in the 
most complete news package 
available on your team — 
Saints Digest. 


EVERY ISSUE BRINGS YOU: 


e Game Coverage eAction Photos e Top Columnists 
e Previews & Rosters e Player Features & Much More 
Plus, you'll get a regular column from former Saints 
quarterback Archie Manning! 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE 1-800-334-4005 


eo Sey 
FREE G ] FT! 1 ves! Enter my subscription to Saints Digest forthe term indicated below. 
Hy > Ihave enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card) | 
: . : A Stackers Shoak one I 
Subscribe to Saints Digest before Sept. J 1-year (26issues|—s32.95* C1 | enclose payment with order I 
15, 1992 and you'll receive a FREE 1! Hee Neste ea eee aes: Disa Cc Camex Cloiscover | 
copy of the official New Orleans Saints | Fis otdohtw edu bi%eosiettas, Ete: Oste ! 
1992 Media Guide. In it you'll find: J] Phone Ne Card No. I 
5 DD send my subscription 1st Class Mail 
e Player profiles & photos. | Tveenclosedan additional §35.00per year. | 
e Complete individual and team | eos I 
records. Pc ADOHESE 1 
ai ITY/STATE/ZI 
e Franchise history. | SPlease add 62.00 per year for postage and handling of Media Guide { 
. . Send it to: 
@ 1991 season in review and a J} Saints Digest, P.O. Box 50677, New Orleans, LA 70150-0877 I 
4 review. CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-334-4005 
Pp 8 


Deteoeeei I eel 
NOTE: Canadian & Mexican subscribers please add $6.00 & pay in U.S. funds 


e Player, team statistics and more! 


touchdowns doubled everyone else on the 
team and his 64 catches were only two short 
of perennial team leader Eric Martin. Quinn 
Early proved a capable contributor when 
healthy and second-year man Wesley Carroll 
should add quickness with experience, Pat- 
rick Newman and fifth-rounder Torrance Small 
are reserves. Tight ends Hoby Brenner and 
John Tice, backed by Greg Scales and Frank 
Wainright, are primarily third tackles who con- 
tribute more to the running attack than to the 
passing game. 

The return of injured guards Derek Kennard 
and Steve Trapilo and injured tackle Kevin 
Haverdink will bolster the offensive line. Ha- 
verdink was replaced by Richard Cooper, 
who will probably stay at the position unless 
there is no room at left guard for ex-tackle Jim 
Dombrowski. Right guard Chris Port played 
so well in the absence of Trapilo and Kennard 
that he could end up at tackle. Right tackle 


Stan Brock is the team's elder statesman, 
Starting his 14th season. Mike Keim is a back- 
up tackle. Center Joel Hilgenberg gets broth- 
er Jay's Pro Bowl vote every year, even 
though the Bears' Jay gets the trip. The Saints 
drafted Notre Dame center Gene McGuire to 
compete. Plan B pickup Paul Jetton of Cincin- 
nati can play guard or center. 

Coordinator Steve Sidwell's defense fin- 
ished second to the Eagles in the big three 
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statistics: overall yardage, passing yardage, 
and rushing yardage. But the Saints led the 
league in the most important defensive cate- 
gory: points allowed. They gave up only 211, 
but even that impressive number is mislead- 
ing. Except for a season-opening win against 
Seattle, the Saints led every opponent going 
into the fourth quarter and blew leads in the 
last minutes in losses to Chicago, Atlanta, and 
San Diego, They gave up more points in the 
fourth quarter than in any other, a disturbing 
development that reflected on the inability of 


both the offense and defense to make big 
plays when they were most needed. 

Pat Swilling led the league in sacks with 17 
and was voted the top defensive player by 
some, although in New Orleans he didn't get 
any more accolades than fellow outside line- 
backer Rickey Jackson or inside linebackers 
Sam Mills and Vaughan Johnson. Of the four, 
only Jackson failed to make the Pro Bowl, an 
oversight by the voters. Jackson had 11% 
sacks, ninth in the league, Mills led the club in 
tackles and Johnson is an every-down player 
when healthy, They begin their sixth season 
intact after the Saints matched Detroit's free- 
agent offer to Swilling 

Swilling's year was aided considerably by 
the performance of right end Frank Warren, 
who had seven sacks after coming back from 
@ year's absence on a Grug suspension. His 
return did for the defense what Hebert did for 
the offense. Left end Wayne Martin continues 
to develop and nose tackle Jim Wilks defies 
the odds by playing well despite age (34) and 
unusual height (6-5) for a nose tackle. Ren- 
aldo Turnbull didn't get much action in his 
second season and hopes to push for more. 
Les Miller and Pig Goff are reserves in the line 
and James Williams, Joel Smeenge, and De- 
Mond Winston back up the linebackers. 

The health of cornerback Vince Buck is a 
concern, He is coming off a neck injury. Toi 
Cook returns from a broken arm and Reggie 
Jones is a capable nickel back. Third-round 
draft choice Tyrone Legette is needed. Safe- 
ties Brett Maxie and Gene Atkins both enjoyed 
fine seasons and Atkins showed versatility by 
filling in at cornerback. Keith Taylor is a Plan B 
addition from Indianapolis who will lend depth 
with fourth-rounder Sean Lumpkin. 

Place-kicker Morten Andersen's kickoffs 
are so consistently nonreturnable that the 
Saints were shocked last season when two 
were returned for touchdowns. Tommy Barn- 
hardt's 43.5-yard punting average was a ca- 
reer high. The Saints hope McAfee can help 
them forget the loss of Mel Gray to Plan B 
three years ago. 
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LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Chuck Knox is a‘new coach again. The Rams 
are his old team. If Knox can pull off the same 
trick he accomplished in 1973 with the Rams, 
or later with the Bills and Seahawks, he should 
go directly to the Hall of Fame. Knox took over 
the Rams first in 1973 and led them to five 
straight NFC West titles. But this team is in 
worse shape than that one. John Robinson left 
with a record 10 straight losses, and for the 
first time in their history, the Rams were left 
without a single Pro Bowl player on the roster. 

Knox usually runs out of trouble. He didn't 
earn the nickname “Ground Chuck” by throw- 
ing indiscriminately. So who will run the foot- 
ball is the most compelling mystery in LA. 
since Perry Mason was a skinny teen-ager. 
Four years have passed since Eric Dickerson 
left. He returns to the Raiders on the other side 
of town with the Rams ranked 27th in rushing. 
Fortunately for the Rams, they can point to the 
last-place rushing team, Dickerson’s old Indi- 
anapolis Colts. 

The Rams had to wait until the draft to deter- 
mine what kind of defense they would play. It 
will be the fourth change in six seasons. At 
least top choice Sean Gilbert and third-round- 
er Marc Boutte give Knox two linemen from 


AARON COX 


which to start and second-rounder Steve Isra- 
el gives him a cornerback to pair with last 
year’s No. 1 pick, Todd Lyght. Clearly, this is a 
team in need of major rebuilding. While the 
Rams weren't looking, both the Saints and the 
Falcons passed them in the chase to catch 
the 49ers. 

Quarterback Jim Everett's statistics have 
ined steadily in the last three years, but 
impossible to blame him given the deterio- 
ration around him. His passer rating has 
slipped from 90.6 to 79.3 to 68.9, but the run- 
ning game has dropped from 13th to 20th to 
27th and the defense has fallen from 21st to 
23rd over the same time period. To correct 
some of Everett's mechanical flaws, Knox 
hired Ted Tollner as quarterback coach, But 
Everett remains the man in charge if the Rams 
are to improve. He has started every game for 
four years. Mike Pagel is the backup 

Everett's starting wide receivers, Henry El- 
lard and Willie Anderson, got into the end 
zone only four times between them. Ellard is 
31 and has led the club for eight years in 
receptions. How long can he go? Anderson 
missed four games with a back injury and fin- 
ished with a 16.7-yard average, his first sea- 
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son under 21 in four. Yet the development of 
Aaron Cox remains slow and Vernon Turner is 
only in his second year. Knox brought Jeff 
Chadwick with him from Seattle on Plan B and 
added Todd Kinchen in the third round for 
competition. The return of Jim Price from inju- 
ry will help a tight-end corps that kept the 
passing game respectable. 

Unappreciated Robert Delpino led the club 
with 688 yards rushing, topping his three-year 
totals in taking over for Cleveland Gary early. 
But Delpino is not an every-down back, 
coaches say. He is more valuable as a third- 
down or spot performer. His 3.2-yard average 


was tied for lowest in the league among backs 
who gained 400 yards or more. The back he 
tied? Dickerson. Gary was released by base- 
ball, so maybe will concentrate on his life’s 
work. The Marcus Dupree experiment is alive, 
but not yet well. Maybe second-year backs 
David Lang or Emie Thompson will surprise 


Knox, who also added Seattle's Derek Loville 
off Plan B. Sixth-rounder Joe Campbell will get 
a chance. Buford McGee is a reliable blocker 
at fullback. 

Left tackle Gerald Perry's return from a knee 
Problem and his continued good behavior is 
crucial to the success of the offensive line. 
Robert Jenkins started in Perry's place after 
the Rams let Irv Pankey go to Indianapolis, 


Center Tom Newberry and left guard Bern 
Brostek will switch positions after a failed ex- 
periment that limited both. Joe Milinichik must 
come back from a shoulder injury to replace 
the departed Duval Love at right guard, So 
that leaves 38-year-old right tackle Jackie 
Slater as the only healthy holdover. To protect 
for the future, the Rams selected Shawn 
Harper in the fourth round, Darryl Ashmore in 
the seventh, and Kelvin Harris in the 12th. Jeff 
Pahukoa is a second-year reserve. Blair Bush 
rejoins Knox from Green Bay's Plan B list as 
the long snapper and backup center, 

Injuries hit the Rams so hard last season 
they were forced to use 12 different players on 
the defensive line. The result was chaos, as 
the team finished 23rd in overall defense, last 
in take-aways, and 25th in points allowed 

Gilbert, Israel, and Boutte have instant start- 
ing jobs unless they arrive late or crippled. 
Gilbert and Boutte could be the starting tack- 
les if the Rams go to a 4-3 or either could play 


A new season is about to begin 
and some unknowns will be answered. 
Can Joe return to All-Pro form? Who 
will become the primary Force in the 
secondary? Can the 49ers regain the 
dominance they possessed in the '80s? 
‘These and all your questions will be 
answered as the season unfolds, how- 
ever, you can get an edge like you never 
had before, 

With a paid subscription to 49ers 
Report you will receive inside informa- 
tion no where else available, PLUS you 
willreceive aFREE 1992 Official 49ers 
Media Guide. Valued at $10, this is the 
same guide members of the media use 
each game. At 250-plus pagesit'spacked 
with every 
statistic ever 
compiled by 
the 49ers, 
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end. Second-year right end Robert Young 
was as consistent as any of last year's players 
and Knox brought pass rusher Jim Skow from 
Seattle's Plan B list. Karl Wilson and Bill Haw- 
kins are penciled in at left end, where line- 
backer Kevin Greene toiled unsuccessfully 
last season. Tackle Alvin Wright is a run-stop- 
per in the middle and second-year man David 


CLEVELAND GARY 


Rocker and Mike Piel are backup tackles, 
Gerald Robinson is a reserve pass rusher. 
Greene will move back to linebacker, where 
he once was one of the league's best pass 
rushers. He had only three sacks last year and 
seemed on the decline at age 30 whether he 
played the line or linebacker. His versatility 
and the Rams’ ineptitude have been deter- 
rents to his career because coaches have 
needed him in too many places at once. Fred 
Strickland is the most talented linebacker on 
the team if he can stay healthy. He can play 


RAMS 1991 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 

SCORING—Zendejas, 76 points on 25 extra points and 17 field 
Is... 15th 

RUSHING—Delpino, 68 yards on 214 carries, 32 avg, 9 


TDs. th 

PASSING—Everet, 277 of 490 attempts for 3,438 yards and 11 
ath 

REGEIVING—Ellard, 64 receptions for 1,052 yards, 164 avg, 

31Ds.. 79th 


INTERCEPTIONS —Gray, 3 for 83 yards, 27.7 avg, 170. ..T4th 
Henley, 3 for 2 yards, 73 average. ..Téth 

PUNTING—Halcher, 63 punts, 38.1 avg., longest 52 

ds. 14th 

PUNT RETURNS —Turer, 23 for 201 yards, 8.7 average. 7h 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Tumar, 24 for 487 yards, 190 aver~ 

age, ath 

‘SACKS —Greene, 20 sacks... 19th 

Robinson, 3.0 sacs. .T19th 
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inside or outside and give the Rams pass- 
tush or run-stuffing capability. But he has nev- 
er finished a complete season as a starter. 
Second-year man Roman Phifer is another 
prospect returning from injury. Before he 
broke his leg, he showed the speed and abili- 
ty to challenge for a starting job. Larry Kelm 
led the team in tackles and is a heady signal- 
caller, but he will be challenged by Frank 
Stams, another injury victim. Backup Glenell 
Sanders is a special-teams standout. 

In the secondary, the addition of Israel is 
designed to allow the Rams a better chance 
against the tough receivers in the NFC West, 
The Rams just don't match up well against the 
Jerry Rices and John Taylors and Eric Martins 
and Andre Risons of their division. Lyght was 
slow to develop but should improve in his sec- 
ond year at left comer. Darryl Henley is small 
and more suited to a nickel back than a regu- 
lar at right corner. Anthony Newman has the 
ability to play comer and might be moved 
there from strong safety. Second-year man 
Robert Bailey is another possibility at corner. 
The Rams had a league-low 11 interceptions, 
so they are looking for answers everywhere. 
Strong safety Michael Stewart and free safety 
Pat Terrell are primarily run-stoppers who 
need to improve in deep middle pass cover- 
age. They had only three interceptions be- 
tween them. Fifth-rounder Chris Crooms is a 
possibility in an area that is thin. 

Vernon Turner provided moments of excite- 
ment as a punt and kick returner, Tony Zende- 
jas won the place-kicking job in perfect 17-for- 
17 fashion, Barry Helton is the punter. 
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Three of them were mavericks who 
marched to the beat of a different drum- 
mer and one of them was a smooth operator 
who might have played the drum. He could do 
everything else 
The 1992 Pro Football Hall of Fame class 
includes three controversial figures in Al Da- 
vis, John Mackey, and John Riggins and one 
friendly fellow, Lem Barney. They were among 
the best ever at their professions and they will 
be honored in induction ceremonies at their 
sport's showcase in Canton, Ohio this August. 
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LEM BARNEY 
The mention of Lem Barney brings big plays 
to mind. A classic cornerback for the Detroit 
Lions, he replaced another Hall of Famer, 
Dick “Night Train" Lane, and the Lions never 
missed a beat in their defensive backfield 
Bamey could beat you by blanking your re- 
ceivers, shaking the ball loose from runners 
who strayed his way, or returning intercep- 
tions, punts, and kickoffs for long runs and 
sometimes touchdowns. He was a defensive 
player who was always on the offensive. Bar- 


JOHN RIGGINS 


ney was also a backup punter. They called 
him “The Supernatural.” 

Lions’ coach Joe Schmidt, himself a Hall of 
Famer, felt Barney could have been a star on 
either side of the ball. “The best athletes on 
the team play at cornerback,” said Schmidt, a 
former Lions’ linebacker. “You either make the 
play or you don't. It's that simple. Barney 
made the plays because of his speed, his 
quickness, his reactions, his senses.” 

He was a six-foot, 190-pound bullet of a ball 
player from Jackson State. Scouts still had 
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questions about prospects from small schools 
like Jackson State back in the 60s, but Barney 
quickly quieted any critics about his selection 
in the second round of the 1967 draft. The 
Lions opened with the Super Bowl champion 
Green Bay Packers that year, and Bart Starr, 
smart quarterback that he was, went the way 
of Barney early, testing the rookie left corner- 
back, Barney intercepted the first pass thrown 
his way ina regular-season contest, did a sen- 
sational somersault, regained his footing, and 
tiptoed 24 yards for a touchdown. He finished 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


up that season on a similar high note, inter- 
cepting three passes in one quarter against 
the Minnesota Vikings, returning one of them 
71 yards for a touchdown. In between, Barney 
was superb and was a runaway choice in the 
Associated Press Rookie of the Year balloting. 
Barney hit the big-time in a big way. 

While Barney called cornerback "the lone- 
somest spot in the world,” he was in the mid- 
dle of everything. He excelled in the Lions’ 
lineup for 11 seasons, playing in seven Pro 
Bowls. He scored 11 touchdowns, seven on 
interceptions, two on punt returns, one on a 
kickoff return, and one on a blocked field-goal 
return. His longest touchdown came on a 98- 
yard kickoff return and seven of his defensive 
touchdowns came on plays of 40 yards or 


AL DAVIS 


more. With the interceptions and returns, he 
accumulated 3,972 yards. He had 56 inter- 
ceptions, tied for No. 11 in NFL history, for 
1,079 yards. His 143 punt returns were good 
for 1,312 yards and he returned 50 kickoffs for 
1,274 yards. Veteran Detroit Free Press 
sportswriter George Puscas labeled Barney 
“the most electrifying defensive ball player” in 
the Lions’ 58-year-old history. 

“| never had a chance to be a champion in 
football or basketball, from the sandlots to col- 
lege and on to the pros,” said Barney, who is 


now a public-relations counselor for Michigan 
Consolidated Gas in the Detroit area, when he 
learned of his election to the Pro Footballl Hall of 
Fame. “Now | feel like a champion." 


JOHN RIGGINS 

John Riggins, at 6-2 and 240 pounds, was a 
throwback to another era, a fullback who ran 
up the middle of the field with a football in 
bulldozer fashion. Off the field, Riggins ran on 
the edge, with wild haircuts, clothes of a differ- 
ent cut, and ideas that drove his coaches cra- 
zy. A formidable figure in either respect, he 
smiled and shrugged off defenders and critics 
alike and went his own way. No one, however, 
could question his effort or effectiveness. 

Riggins was the No. 1 pick of the New York 
Jets and the sixth player taken in the 1971 
draft. He had been an All-America running 
back at Kansas, where he eclipsed most of 
the rushing records established by the great 
Gale Sayers. Even so, he was insecure about 
his chances of joining the Jets. "| wasn'ta very 
good player in college, to tell you the truth,” he 
said. “I thought | might be the first No. 1 draft 
choice to be cut. I'd seen a few big names flop 
just ahead of me.” 

Riggins was for real. He starred for the Jets 
for five seasons and for nine more with the 
Washington Redskins. He rushed for 11,352 
yards, the sixth-highest total of all time; his 
13,435 overall yards is the ninth-best figure in 
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that category, Riggins ran for over 1,000 
yards in five different seasons. His 116 career 
touchdowns and 104 rushing touchdowns are 
both No. 3 in the NFL record book, 

Riggins was especially productive in the 
Playoffs and championship games. The best 
memory of him at work comes from Super 
Bow! XVII at the end of the 1982 season. Rig- 
gins rushed 38 times for a then-record 166 
yards to lead the Redskins to victory over the 
Miami Dolphins. The Redskins had trailed 17— 
13 in the fourth quarter. On fourth-and-one at 
the Miami 43, Riggins ripped off left tackle and 
bolted 43 yards for the winning touchdown. 

Riggins followed his 1982 playoff success 
with his finest season in 1983, when he rushed 
for a career-high 1,347 yards and an NFL- 
record 24 touchdowns. He scored at least one 
touchdown in a record-tying 13 straight 
games and fumbled only three times in 468 
carries. He was an all-NFL choice and was 
named Player of the Year by the prestigious 
Maxwell Club. 

He retired from the NFL on three occasions, 
‘once to get away from the Jets, who weren't 
winning enough to suit him, and twice from the 
Redskins. He returned to the Redskins after 
spending a year on his farm in Kansas, and 
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had his best years, a five-year stretch that 
Paved the way for his induction into the Hall of 
Fame. “I'm bored, I'm broke, and I'm back,” 
remarked Riggins when he accepted an invi- 
tation from Joe Gibbs to get back in uniform. It 
was a good move for both. 


AL DAVIS 

Darth Vader. The Prince of Darkness. The Bad 
Boy from Brooklyn. The mysterious, marvel- 
‘ous, and mischievous man who always wears 
black and silver, gray and white in his role as 
the devil's advocate of pro football. 

That's Al Davis, love him or hate him, but 
respect him. Davis has always done it his way, 
driving Pete Rozelle and Paul Tagliabue and 
everybody else in a position of power and re- 
sponsibility a little crazy along the way. Davis 
has done it all, almost anyhow, in his long and 
storied career, first in college and then with 
the American Football League and the Nation- 
al Football League. He is the only person to 
have served pro football in the positions of 
personnel assistant and scout, assistant 
coach, head coach, GM, league commission- 
er, owner, and chief executive officer. 

Davis and the Raiders are synonymous, 
whether they are playing in Oakland or Los 
Angeles, or in the playoffs and Super Bowls, 
"You're here to win, win, win!" he once told his 
players, He set the tone for his team in so 
many ways, with mottoes like “Just Win, 
Baby" and “Pride and Poise" and the club's 
“Commitment to Excellence" program, 

During the Davis era, a 29-year span be- 
tween 1963 and 1991, the Raiders had higher 
than a .670 winning percentage, the best rec- 
‘ord in any professional sport in that period. 
His Raiders played in four Super Bowls and 
won three of them. They are the only original 
AFL team to win a Super Bowl since 1970 and 
the only AFC team to win a Super Bow! in the 
1980s. Davis believes his club endured long- 
er than the Pittsburgh Steelers, their archrivals 
when both were at their all-time best, 

He was only 33 when he was named the 
head coach and general manager of the Oak- 
land Raiders in 1963. Some said he was a 
genius. Davis did not disagree with that as- 
sessment. When the AFL was formed in 1960, 
Sid Gillman hired him as an offensive coach 
for the Los Angeles Chargers. "He thinks he is 
the smartest guy in football," Gillman said, 
“He's not now, but he's going to be.” 

Davis warred with anyone who got in his 
way. He was a zealot and took some unpopu- 
lar stands, Others blasted his methods, his 
win-at-all-cost philosophy, but his players 
supported him. He paid them well, praised 
them a lot, and treated them like kings if they 
contributed to his sucess. He took on players 
nobody else wanted to deal with. He was a 
maverick among mavericks, He didn’t miss 
any steps when he assumed his position at 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He had been 
there numerous times before to present many 
of his great players for induction. This summer 
he assumes his rightful place among them. 


JOHN MACKEY 

John Mackey combined the best and worst of 
John Riggins and Al Davis to make his mark in 
the National Football League. He was a full- 
back as bruising as Riggins, only he played 
tight end. He did it in the fashion of one of his 
favorites, Mike Ditka ("| wanted to be just like 
Mike"), and nobody wanted to mess with 
Mackey when he grabbed a football and got 
up a head of steam, 

Like Davis, he took a lot of unpopular posi- 
tions with the powers that be in the National 
Football League. As president of the Players 
Association, he was outspoken on behalf of 
freedom for the players and took the league to 
court seeking to eliminate the reserve-clause 
system. Smart and willful, Mackey was a 
tough man to deal with, whether he was in 
uniform or a business suit, He commanded 
respect wherever he went and offended a 
few, including some sportswriters who sided 
with the establishment. His nickname was 
“Mack Truck." Mackey liked to say, "I ran over 
a lot of guys." He thought of himself as “a 
lineman who could run and catch the ball." 

It took Mackey the maximum 15 years to 
find favor with enough voters to gain entry to 
the Hall of Fame. Yet this was a man who knew 
that the shortest distance to the goal line was 
straight ahead, and he was faster than most at 
getting from here to there. 

A 6-2, 224-pound graduate of Syracuse 
University, where he had roomed with the 
great Ernie Davis, Mackey was a standout for 
the Baltimore Colts from 1963 to 1971. He is 
remembered as the first Colts’ rookie to turn 
up for contract talks with a lawyer in tow. That 
should have been a warning to everyone that 
he meant business, and that he'd be different. 
Today, not surprisingly, he runs an agency 
called "Athletes in Motion" in Beverly Hills. 

“Most of all," Mackey has said on more than 
‘one occasion, “you've got to have the desire 
to play, You have to be aggressive, you've got 
to want to succeed," 

He was a prototype modern-era tight end 
who was a bruising blocker. He could catch 
the ball and he had breakway speed. In 1966, 
for instance, six of his nine touchdown recep- 
tions came on plays of 51, 57, 64, 79, 83, and 
89 yards. In Super Bow! V against the Dallas 
Cowboys, he caught a deflected pass from 
Johnny Unitas and tured it into a 75-yard 
touchdown that tied the game the Colts even- 
tually won. In 10 seasons, Mackey had 331 
pass receptions for 5,236 yards and 38 touch- 
downs. He also rushed, many of them on his 
favorite end-around play, for 127 yards 

Colts receivers coach Dick Bielski had said 
of Mackey, “Once he catches the ball, the 
great adventure begins. Those people on de- 
fense climb all over him. The lucky defenders 
fall off and the others get trampled.” o 


Jim O'Brien has written about pro football for 
25 years, and is the author of two books about 
the glory days of the Steelers, Doing It Right 
(1991) and Whatever It Takes (1992). 
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Please tell us about yourself... 


6-1 
rom time to time we at STREET & SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL have questions ie 
we'd like to ask our readers. Today we need help from many of you—even those 
who don’t often answer questionnaires. We won't take much of your time, and who 

knows, you may even win a compact disc player, a video cassette recorder or a stereo TV. 
Just fill in this brief questionnaire and mail the form as soon as possible. Thank you! 


4. Which of these other STREET & SMITH'S SPORTS MAGAZINES do you read? (Please check as many as apply.) 


Baseball Qe-+ College Football Q -2 Pro Basketball Qs College Basketball Q« 
2. How long have you been reading STREET & SMITH’S Pro Football? 
NewreaderQs1 2 YearsQ-3 4 Years Qs 6-9 YearsQ7 
4 Year Q-2 3 Years Q-4 SYearsQ-s © 10 Years or MoreQ)-s 
3. How much of this book would you say you have read? Allor Practically All 104 About 3/45 
About 1/2 Q.2 41/4 or less). 
4, nan average week during the season about how often do you refer to the Pro Football Issue? 
times. #2: 
5. Not including yourself, how many other friends or farnily members will look through your copy of 
STREET & SMITH’S Pro Football? re iz 
Number of Males____»«. Number of Females_____6- 
6. a) Did you buy either of the following sports books last year? 
Don Heinrich’s Pro Preview Yes Qi7.1 NoQ2z 
Sporting News Pro Football Yearbook = Yes Q)1e+ Nog 
) Please indicate how often you read each of the following publications. 
Read Read Hardly Never 
Regularly Occasionally Ever Read Read 
Inside Sports Q Qa Q Qs 
Sport Q Q Q Q2 
Sports illustrated a 4 a Oz 
The Sporting News Q Q Q Qu. 
7. Iman average week what percentage of your television viewing time is spent watching college and professional 
sports events? Less than 25% Q2s-1 25%-49%Q.2 50%-74%O3 75%-100% Q.« 
8. Do you ever take a radio or television with you when attending sports events? Yes Q24+ Nog 
PASSENGER CARS 


9, a) HOW many passenger cars, including station wagons, are currently owned by all the people in your household? 


Number of Cars____— 2.  NoneQ.o 


For each car currently owned, please indicate: 1st Car 2nd Car 3rd Car 

b) Make (i.e., Okismobile, Mercury, BMW, Toyota) 26- 31 36 

©) Model (ie, Toronado, Cougar, 318, Celica) z = a 

d) Year Model iad 5a me 

e) Was it bought new or used?: NewQs1UsedQ.2 NewQss1UsedQ-2 NewQ1UsedQ).2 
40. a) Do you or any member of your household plan to buy a car in the next 2 years? Yes Qa NoQ2 

b) IF yes, will it be a: Domestic Car Q42-1 Imported Car Q-2 Not Sure Qs 
CAR MAINTENANCE 


41. a) Do you ever do your own car maintenance work? YesQs-1 = NoQ2 
b) If so, which of the following do you do? (Please check as many as apply.) 
Replace Tires a1 Change OilO-s Change Oil Filter O-s 
Change Air Filter Q-2 Tune-UpsQ-s —_ Replace Windshield Wipers Q- 
TRUCKS, MINI-VANS, VANS & SPORT/UTILITY (OFFROAD) VEHICLES 
42. a)Do you or any member of your household currently own any pick-up trucks, mini-vans, vans or sports utility 
(offroad) vehicles used partly or entirely for personal or recreational uses? YesQs1 = NOQ2 
b) If so, which of the following? 
Compact/Mid-Sized Pickup Qs1  FullSizePick-upQs = Mini-van vans 


Sport/Utility (offroad) Q.2 . 
Please continue... 


Please tell us alittle more... 


BEVERAGES 
13. Please “x” those beverages that you personally drink or serve at home or away from home. If you have mixed 
rinks, such as whiskey sours, check the type of liquor they contain 
Domestic Whiskies Qe7-1 ‘Scotch/Canadian/Irish Whisky 0-5 Vodka/RunV/Gin/Tequila Qe 
Brandy/CognacQ 2 Cordials/Liqueurs Q-s Wine/Champagne/Vermouth O-s 
SchnappsQ = Domestic Beer -7 Imported Beers Q)-0 
Bottled Spring or Mineral WaterQ Tonic Water/Club Soda/Ginger Ale etc. Q-x 
bb. If you drink/serve beer, do you ever buy it by the case? Yess Noo2 
C. nan average month, approximately how often do you entertain at home?_ = 
MEN'S TOILETRIES & GROOMING AIDS 
14. Which of the following men's toiletries or grooming aids do you use? (Please check as many as apply.) 
Pre-shave Lotion Qs1-+ Disposable Shaver Q« Hair Grooming Products 0.7 
Shaving Cream or Gel -2 After-shave Lotion -s Cologne Q-8 
Blade Shaver Q -s Electric Razor O-s 
‘SPORTS PARTICIPATION 
15. Do you yourself actively participate in any sports activity? Yes Qs21 NoQ2 
a) IF so, which activities?. = 
b) In the past year have you purchased any running/athletic shoes? Yes Oss NoQz 
HOME ELECTRONICS 
16. Do you or any member of your household own a video cassette recorder? Yes s+ NoQ2 
a) If so, approximately how many blank and/or pre-recorded tapes have you purchased in the past year? 
Blank Tapes__ z Pre-recorded Tapes___ 3 
b) Do you tape televised sports events? Yes Qer-1 NoO2 
©) Do you or any member of your household own: 
A Compact Disc Player? Yes Qe24 NoQ2 
ACamcorder? Yes Qas-+ NoQz 
CHARACTERISTICS 
17. Are you: Male Qe+ Female Q2 


418. Your age: Under 18 Qes-1 25-2903 35-3905 8645-4997 «655-5905 §«©— 6S orvercox 
18-240 2 30-3404 40-4496 50-5403 60-6400 
19. What is your marital status? Single Qe-1 Married Q2 Widowed, Divorced, Separated Q-3 
20. Are you: White O61 Black Q.2 Hispanic Q3 Oriental Q-« Other Q-s 
21. Which of the following best describes your present employment status? 
Employed Full-Time Qie-+ Employed Part-Time Q.2 Not Employed Q-3 
!F employed full or part time: a) What is your particular job called? 69. 
b) Does the job have a title? What is it? aa 
©) Please indicate below the annual income you personally get from your job before taxes: 
Less than $10,007 — $15,000-$19,999-s  $25,000-$34,9990.s  $50,0000r MoreQ7 
$10,000-$14,999 2 — $20,000-$24,999Q — $35,000-S49,999 Qe 
What is the highest level you completed in school? 
‘Some High School or Less 74-1 Attended College 1-3 Years Q. 


High School GraduateQ 2 ‘ College Graduate Qs 
Attended College Less Than 1 YearQ 3 Professional or Graduate School After 4 Years of College Os 


23. Whats the total combined annual income before taxes of all members of your household including yourself, that is, 
income from jobs as well as other sources? 


Less than $15,000 7s: $20,000-$24,999 0s $30,000-$34,999-s $40,000-$49,9997 $75,000 & Overs 
$15,000-$19,999 2 $25,000-§29,999.« $35,000-539.999.< §50,000-574.999 Os 


2. 


S 


Thank you for your help. OPTIONAL: If you wish to be entered in the sweepstakes, please fill in your 


name, address, phone number, prize preference and retum by Sept: 30,1992, 


Please mail to: NAME 
John Seney ADDRESS. 
Street & Smith's Sports Group CITY, STATE, ZIP. 
360 Madison Avenue PHONE. 
New York, New York 10017 PRIZE PREFERENCE: 
Compact Disc Player Q Video Cassette Recorder Q, StereoTVQ 


1991 NFL 

FINAL STANDINGS 
AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division W LT Pct PF PA 
Butfalo 13 3 0 813 458 318 
NY. Jets. 8 8 0 500 314 293 
MiaMin..cnnrnnnne 8 8 O 500 343 349 
New England... 6 10 0 .375 211 305 
Indianapolis. 115 0 .063 143 381 
Central Division 
Houston . 11 5 0 .688 386 251 
Pittsburgh 7 9 0 .438 292 344 
Cleveland 6 10 0 .375 293 298 
Cincinns 13 0 188 263 435 
Western Division 
Denver. 12 4 0 .750 304 235 
Kansas City... 10 6 0 .625 322 252 
LA. Raiders. .9 7 0 .563 298 297 
Seattle...... 7 9 0 438 276 261 
San Diego.. 412 0 250 274 342 
NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division Ww LT Pot PF PA 
Washington....... 14 2 0 875 485 224 
Dallas... 11 5 0 688 342 310 
Philadelphia.. 10 6 O 625 285 244 
NY. Giants... B 8 0 500 261 207 
Phoenix ween 4 12 0 250 196 344 
Central Division 
DetVOit .acacanenne 12 4 0 .750 339 295 
Chicago......... 11 5 0 .688 299 269 
Minnesota 8 8 0 500 301 306 
Green Bay 4 12 0 250 273 313 
Tampa Bay. 3 13 0 188 199 365 
Western Division 
New Orleans. 11. 5 0 .688 341 211 
Atlanta wen 10 6 0 .625 361 338 


San Francisco. 10 6 0 .625 393 239 
LA. Rams 3.13 0 188 234 390 


NFC FIRST ROUND 
Dallas. 10... One Teer O —17 
Chicago Ques Bose Bane 7 1B 


First Quarter 

Dallas: FG Willis 27, 7:55 

Dallas: E. Smith 1 run (Willis kick), 12:10 

Second Quarter 

Chicago: FG Butler 19, 14:45 

Third Quarter 

Chicago: FG Butler 43, 6:34 

Dallas: Novacek 3 pass from Beuerlein (Willis 
kick), 14:37 

Fourth Quarter 

Chicago: Waddle 6 pass from Harbaugh 
(Butler kick), 12:18 

Attendance: 62,594 


Team Statistics 

Dallas Chicago 
First downs 15. 26 
Rushes-yards ----30-108. 34-150 
Passing yards... VBO..rvreenes 222 
Return yards 7. 5 
‘Comp-Att-Int. 9-18-0. 23-45-2 
Sacked yards lost. 0-0. 341 
Punts. 3-45. 1-0 
Fumbles-lost 2-0. 11 
Penalties-yards 216. 4-16 
Time of possession.......22:31 37:29 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Dallas, E. Smith 26-105, Beuerlein 4- 
3; Chicago, Lewis 9-65, Anderson 13-34, 
Harbaugh 7-26, Muster 5-25 

Passing: Dallas, Beueriein 9-18-0-180; 
Chicago, Harbaugh 22-44-2-218, Buford 1- 
1-0-15 

Receiving: Dallas, Irvin 4-83, Harper 3-88, 
Johnston 1-6, Novacek 1-3; Chicago, 
Waddle 9-104, Davis 7-79, Anderson 3-5, 
Lewis 2-18, Rivera 1-15, Thornton 1-12 

Missed Field Goals: Dalias, Willis 39, 47 


NFC FIRST ROUND 

Atlanta 0... 10..... 7. 10 —27 
New Orleans eee Tove Brseee Ones 7 20 
First Quarter 


New Orleans: Turner 26 pass from Hebert 
(Andersen kick), 6:03 

Second Quarter 

New Orleans: FG Andersen 45, 3:23 

Atlanta: Rison 24 pass from Miller (Johnson 
kick), 9:34 

Atlanta: FG Johnson 45, 14:23 

New Orleans: FG Andersen 35, 14:57 

Third Quarter 

Allanta: Haynes 20 pass from Miller (Johnson 
kick), 5:01 

Fourth Quarter 

New Orleans: Hilliard 1 run (Andersen kick). 
50 

Atlanta: FG Johnson 36, 7:17 

Atlanta: Haynes 61 pass from Miller (Johnson 
kick), 12:19 

Attendance: 68,794 


Team Statistics * 

Atlanta New Orleans 
First downs +20, seg" 
Pushes-yards «cece 22-T9.enrennees 22-65 
Passing Yard... 1rnn+ 255.oreesnerer 265 
Retum yards 53. 0 
Comp-Att-int. 18-30-1 26-44-2 
Sacked-yards lost. 5-36, 18 
Punts eee) 354 
Fumbles-ost....... 34 sel 
Penalties-yatds 1x4 BABercnnnenen SAAD 
Time of possession .....-26:52. rene 38-08 
Individual Statistics 
Rushing: Atlanta, Rozier 7-35, Pegram 11-26, 


Miller 4-18; New Orleans, McAfee 14-49, 
Hebert 1-9, Hilliard 4-5, Jordan 3-2 

Passing: Atlanta, Miller 18-30-1-291; New 
Orleans, Hebert 26-44-2273 

Receiving: Atlanta, Haynes 6-144, Pritchard 5- 
63, Rison 4-56, Thomas 1-19, Pegram 1-5, 
Dixon 1-4; New Orleans, E. Martin 7-83, 

iliard 5-33, Carroll 
2-23, Tice 1-13, Jordan 1-5 

Missed Field Goals: None 


SSeS 
AFC FIRST ROUN! 

N.Y. Jets. senor Oise 10se1eiOsece 0 =10 
Houston Poo, Torsee Orenee  =17 


First Quarter 

Houston: Givins 5 pass from Moon (Del Greco 
kick), 9:19 

Second Quarter 

New York: Toon 10 pass from O'Brien (Allegre 
kick), 2:44 

Houston: Givins 20 pass from Moon (Del 
Greco kick), 11:04 

New York: FG Allegre 33, 14:56 

Fourth Quarter 

Houston: FG Del Greco 53, 1:31 

Attendance: 61,485 


‘Team Statistics 
New York Houston 
First downs 18. 
Rushes-yards 23-71 
Passing yards 
Return yards 
Comp-Att-Int.. 


Sacked-yards lost 
Punts... 7 
Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Time of possession 


7 


see 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: New York, Hector 12-46, Baxter 5- 
14, O'Brien 2-10, McNeil 4-1; Houston, 
White 17-65, Moon 3-6 

Passing: New York, O'Brien 21-31-3-221; 
Houston, Moon 28-40-1-271 

Receiving: New York, Toon 8-96, Moore 4-70, 
McNeil 4-23, Boyer 3-20, Mathis 2-12; 
Houston, Hill 9-77, Givins 6-83, Jeffires 4- 
49, White 4-31, Duncan 4-24, Harris 1-7 

Missed Field Goal: Houston, Del Greco 46 


SaaS Sea 
AFC FIRST ROUND 

LA. Raiders....... Deis Bas Bree O — 6 
Kansas City....... Ores. Fosse Ove 3 —10 
‘Second Quarter 


Kansas City: F. Jones 11 pass from DeBerg 
(Lowery kick), 9:53 

Los Angeles: FG Jaeger 32, 14:34 

Third Quarter 

Los Angeles: FG Jaeger 26, 6:41 

Fourth Quarter 

Kansas City: FG Lowery 18, 4:34 

Attendance: 75,827 


Team Statistics 
Los Angeles 


Kansas City 


First downs .... 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Return yards... 
Comp-Att-Int... 
Sacked-yards lOSt. ssn 
Punts... 
Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Time of possession. 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Los Angeles, Bell 20-107, Allen 7-39, 
S. Smith 3-6; Kansas City, Word 33-130, H. 
Williams 2-4, Okoye 1-2, DeBerg 3-(-5) 

Passing: Los Angeles, Marinovich 12-23-4- 
140; Kansas City, DeBerg 9-14-1-89 

Receiving: Los Angeles, T. Brown 4-45, 
Horton 3-59, Fernandez 2-12, Gault 1-11, S. 
Smith 1-9, Allen 1-4; Kansas City, R. 
Thomas 3-18, B. Jones 2-25, F, Jones 2-20, 
Birden 1-18, Word 1-8 

Missed Field Goals: Kansas City, 


Lowery 33, 47 
—SSSSSeeaeaaaey 
NFC SECOND ROUND 

Atlanta sibiersanes Olea Pests Onn iDieme 7 
Washington. O14. Ba 7 24 
Second Quarter 


Washington: Ervins 17 run (Lohmiller kick), 
2:24 

Washington: Riggs 2 run (Lohmiller kick), 5:35 

Atlanta: T, Johnson 1 run (N. Johnson kick), 
14:03 

Third Quarter 

Washington: FG Lohmiller 24, 8:06 

Fourth Quarter 

Washington: Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick), 8:28 

Attendance: 55,181 
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Team Statistics 
Atlanta Washington 

First downs mecanteat Sy 

Rushes-yards 14-43. 

Passing yards 150. 

Return Yards ocsennreese 1B. 

Comp-Att-Int. 17-32-4. 


Sacked-yards lost. 
Punts... 
Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Time of possession. .23:52.. 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Atlanta, T. Johnson 8-33, Chatfey 3- 
8, Pegram 3-2; Washington, Ervins 23-104, 
Byner 14-57, Riggs 4-7, Monk 1-(-2), Rypien 
34-4) 

Passing: Atlanta, Miller 17-2-4-178; 
Washington, Rypien 14-29-1-170 

Receiving: Atlanta, Rison 7-62, Pritchard 5-56, 
Dixon 2-19, Thomas 1-15, Haynes 1-15, 
Phillips 1-11; Washington, Clark 6-64, Monk 
3-45, Evins 3-24, Sanders 1-26, Byner 1-11 

Missed Field Goals: Atlanta, N. Johnson 45; 
Washington, Lohmiller 47, 37, 44 


NFC SECOND ROUND 

Dallas... Fic Oi Oe 36 

Detroit. 71D... 14, 

First Quarter 

Detroit: Green 31 pass from Kramer (Murray 
kick), 3:31 

Dallas: FG Willis 28, 14:50 

Second Quarter 

Detroit: Jenkins 41 interception return (Murray 
kick), 8:10 


Dallas: FG Willis 28, 12:02 

Detroit: FG Murray 36, 14:33 

Third Quarter 

Detroit: Green 9 pass from Kramer (Murray 
kick), 13:41 

Detroit: Moore 7 pass from Kramer (Murray 
kick), 14:46 

Fourth Quarter 

Detroit: Sanders 47 run (Murray kick), 7:04 

Attendance: 79,835 


‘Team Statistics 


First downs 
Rushes-yards 
Passing yards. 
Return yards 
Comp-Att-Int. 
Sacked-yards lost. 
Punts. 
Fumbles-lost * 
Penalties-yards.. 319, 4-39 
Time of possession.........30:21 29:39 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Dallas, E. Smith 15-80, Agee 3-12, 
Johnston 1-3, Beuerlein 1-2, Aikman 2-0; 
Detroit, Sanders 12-69, Overton 3-17, Ware 
1-(-2) 

Passing: Dallas, Beueriein 7-13-1-91, Aikman 
14-16-1-114; Detroit, Kramer 29-38-0-341, 
Ware 0-0-0-0 

Receiving: Dallas, Irvin 5-84, Harper 4-56, 
Novacek 4-55, Wright 1-7, Johnston 1-3, 
Await 1-2, , Smith 1-2, Agee 1-(-4); Detroit, 
Green 8-115, Moore 6-87, Farr 5-62, 
Sanders 5-30, Perriman 3-18, Clark 2-29 

Missed Field Goals: None 


aaa eae 
AFC SECOND ROUND 

Houston .. Msc Teves: One 8 24 
Denver. 3. 


First Quarter 

Houston: Jeffires 15 pass from Moon (Del 
Greco kick), 1:46 

Houston: Hill 9 pass from Moon (Del Greco 
kick), 9:44 

Denver: V. Johnson 10 pass from Elway (kick 
failed), 13:43 

‘Second Quarter 

Houston: Duncan 6 pass from Moon (Del 
Greco kick), 4:05 

Denver: Lewis 1 run (Treadwell kick), 14:21 

Third Quarter 

Denver: FG Treadwell 49, 13:02 

Fourth Quarter 

Houston: FG Del Greco 25, 1:35 

Denver: Lewis 1 run (Treadwell kick), 8:07 

Denver: FG Treadwell 28, 14:44 

Attendance—75,301 


Team Statistics 

Houston Denver 
FRISt DOWNS ss escsittvnsnnsi BBriseepereee BB 
Rushes-yards .... AV-IT senses ASA 
Passing yard... 325. sn 267 
Return yards onc sunns25. Geo 
Comp-Att-Int 27-36-1 20-34-1 
Sacked-yards lost 0-0. essere OHO 
Punts. is 1-44, 2-41 
Fumbles-lost seenO0. 3-0 
Penalties-yards.....0....13-85, 6-70 
Time of possession........30:26. 29:34 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Houston, White 17-79, Moon 2-18; 
Denver, Green 17-59, Sewell 4-48, Elway 6- 
39, Rivers 1-3, Lewis 3-2 

Passing: Houston, Moon 27-36-1-325; Denver, 
Elway 19-33-1-257, Sewell 1-1-0-10 

Receiving: Houston, Jettires 7-99, Givins 6- 
111, Duncan 6-40, White 5-35, Hill 2-21, T. 
Jones 1-19; Denver, V. Johnson 5-78, 
Young 4-85, Sewell 3-28, Sharpe 3-20, 
Nattie! 2-27, Russell 1-20, Kay 1-8, 
Green 1-1 
Missed Field Goals: Houston, Del Greco 33 


a) 
AFC SECOND ROUND 

Kansas City eat 
Buffalo 


First Quarter 

Buffalo: Reed 25 pass from Kelly (Norwood 
kick), 14:08 

Second Quarter 

Buffalo: Reed 53 pass from Kelly (Norwood 
kick), 4:25 

Buffalo: FG Norwood 33, 14:58 

Third Quarter 

Buffalo: Lofton 10 pass from Kelly (Norwood 
kick), 3:07 

Kansas City: Word 3 run (Lowery kick), 11:52 

Fourth Quarter 

Butfalo: FG Norwood 20, 4:06 

Buffalo: FG Norwood 47, 5:52 

Buffalo: Davis 5 run (Norwood kick), 10:03 

Kansas City: F. Jones 20 pass from Vlasic 
(Lowery kick), 12:53, 

Attendance: 80, 182 


7-14 
13 —37 


STREET ANO SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Team Statistics 

Kansas City 
First downs .... 
Rushes-yards 
Passing yards 


Sacked-yards lost.. 
Punts. 


Fumbies-lost 0-0 
Penalties-yards »..0.- 10-59, “6-40 
Time of possession.......25:51...-....-.. 34:09 


SSeS 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

Denver. 
Buffalo 


Third Quarter 

Buffalo: Bailey 11 interception return 
(Norwood kick), 9:32 

Fourth Quarter 

Buttalo: FG Norwood 44, 10:42 

Denver: Kubiak 3 run (Treadwell kick), 13:17 

Attendance: 80,272 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Kansas City, Word 15-50, H. 
Williams 8-24, McNair 1-3; Buffalo, T. 
‘Thomas 22-100, Davis 19-75, Reed 1-6, 
Kelly 1-2, Reich 3-(-3) 

Passing: Kansas City, DeBerg 5-9-0-22, Vlasic 
9-20-4-124; Buffalo, Kelly 23-35-3-273, 
Reich 0-0-0-0 

Receiving: Kansas City, McNair 5-52, F. Jones 
3-31, Birden 2-19, Hayes 1-21, Barnett 1-20, 
B. Jones 1-2, R. Thomas 1-1; Buffalo, 
Beebe 6-77, McKeller 5-34, Reed 4-100, T, 
Thomas 4-21, Lofton 3-34, Edwards 1-7 

Missed Field Goals: None 


= Sa Se) 
NFC CHAMPIONSHI 
Detroit 

Washington 


First Quarter 

Washington: Riggs 2 run (Lohmiller kick), 1:06 

Washington: FG Lohmiller 20, 4:02 

Second Quarter 

Detroit: Green 18 pass from Kramer (Murray 
kick), 2:25 

Washington: Riggs 3 run (Lohmiller kick), 7:16 

Detroit: FG Murray 30, 14:23 

Third Quarter 

Washington: FG Lohmiller 28, 3:08 

Washington: Clark 45 pass from Rypien 
(Lohmiller kick), 12:37 

Fourth Quarter 

Washington: Monk 21 pass from Rypien 
(Lohmiller kick), 4:15 

Washington: Green 32 interception return 
(Lohmiller kick), 4:49 

Attendance: 55,585 


10 ..0.-O..se6 010 
Ooseee Tei Wi 1441 


Team Statistics 

Detroit Washington 
First downs 7 
Rushes-yards 35-117 
Passing yards 228 
Return yards... 83 
Comp-At-int 12-17-0 
Sacked-yards lost. 0-0 
Punts. 3-36 
Fumbies-ost... 0-0 
Penalties-yards. 4-46 
Time of possession 28:36 


individual Statistics 

Rushing: Detroit, 8. Sanders 11-44, Ware 2- 
25, Kramer 4-4, Long 1-(-1); Washington, 
Byner 17-62, Ervins 13-53, Riggs 2-5 
Rypien 3+(-3) 

Passing: Detroit, Kramer 21-33-1-249, Ware 4- 
9-1-15; Washington, Rypien 12-17-0-228 

Receiving: Detroit, Farr 6-73, Perriman 5-43, 
Moore 4-69, W. Green 4-54, B, Sanders 4- 
15, Overton 2-10; Washington, Monk 5-94, 
Clark 4-77, R. Sanders 2-12, Orr 1-45 

Missed Field Goals: Detroit, Murray 44: 
Washington, Lohmilier 51 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


‘Team Statistics 
Buffalo 
fowate, 
35-104 


Passing yards..... 
Retum yards 
Comp-Att-int. 
Sacked-yards lost 
Punts. 
Fumbles-iost... 
Penalties-yards 
Time of possession... 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Denver, Green 19-53, Kubiak 3-22, 
Elway 4-10, Sewell 4-3, Johnson 2-(-7); 
Buffalo, Thomas 26-72, Reed 1-16, Kelly 2- 
9, Davis 6-7 

Passing: Denver, Elway 11-21-1-121, Kubiak 
11-12-0-136; Buffalo, Kelly 13-25-2-117 

Receiving: Denver, Johnson 8-104, Sewell 7- 
78, Sharpe 3-40, Young 3-25, Nattiel 1-10; 
Buffalo, McKeller 3-39, Thomas 3-15, Reed 
2-19, Davis 2-13, Metzelaars 1-14, Lofton 1- 
11, Beebe 1-6 

Missed Field Goals. 
Denver, Treadwell 47, 42, 37 


At Minneapolis, MN, January 26 


Washington... Ooo. Wee Wee B= 37 
Buffalo .. Ou... O.. 10... 1424 
‘Second Quarter 


Washington: FG Lotwmiller 34, 1:58 

Washington: Byner 10 pass from Rypien 
(Lohmilier kick), 5:06 

Washington: Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick), 7:43, 

Third Quarter 

Washington: Riggs 2 run (Lohmiller kick), :16 

Buffalo; FG Norwood 21, 3:01 

Buffalo: Thomas 1 run (Norwood kick), 9:02 

Washington: Clark 30 pass from Rypien 
(Lohmiller kick), 13:36 

Fourth Quarter 

Washington: FG Lohmiller 25, :06 

Washington: FG Lohmiller 39, 3:24 

Buffalo: Metzelaars 2 pass from Kelly 
(Norwood kick), 9.01 

Buffalo; Beebe 4 pass from Kelly (Norwood 
kick), 11:05 

Attendance: 63,130 


Team Statistics 


Washington 
First downs 
Rushes-yards 
Passing yards 
Return yards 
Comp-Att-Int. 
Sacked-yards los 
Punts. 
Fumbles-lost .. senues 
Penalties-yards.... 
Time of possession. 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Washington, Ervins 13-72, Byner 14- 
49, Riggs 5-7, Sanders 1-1, Rutledge 1-0, 
Rypien 6-(-4); Buffalo, Davis 4-17, Kelly 3- 
16, Thomas 10-13, Lofton 1-(-3) 

Passing: Washington, Rypien 18-33-1-292: 
Buffalo, Kelly 28-58-4-275, Reich 1-1-0-11 

Receiving: Washington, Clark 7-114, Monk 7- 
113, Byner 3-24, Sanders 1-41; Buffalo, 
Lofton 7-92, Reed 5-34, Beebe 4-61, Davis 
4-38, Thomas 4-27, McKeller 2-29, A. 
Edwards 1-11, Metzelaars 1-2, Kelly 1-(-8) 

Missed Field Goals: None 


PAST SUPER BOWLS 

Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10 
Green Bay 33, Oakland 14 
New York Jets 16, Baltimore 7 
Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7 
Baltimore 16, Dallas 13 

Dallas 24, Miami 3 

Miami 14, Washington 7 

Miami 24, Minnesota 7 
Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6 

- -Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17 

- Oakland 32, Minnesota 14 
Dallas 27, Denver 10 
Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31 
Pittsburgh 31, Los Angeles Rams 19 
- -Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10 
‘San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21 
Washington 27, Miami 17 
«Los Angeles Raiders 38, Washington 9 
San Francisco 38, Miami 16 
Chicago 46, New England 10 
New York Giants 39, Denver 20 
‘Washington 42, Denver 10 

San Francisco 20, Cincinnati 16 
-San Francisco 55, Denver 10 
New York Giants 20, Buffalo 19 
Washington 37, Butfalo 24 


SUPER BOWL MVPs 
Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 
-Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 
.Joe Namath, New York Jets 
Len Dawson, Kansas City Chiefs 
Chuck Howley, Dallas Cowboys 
Roger Staubach, Dallas Cowboys 
. Jake Scott, Miami Dolphins 
‘Larry Csonka, Miami Dolphins 
“Franco Harris, Pittsburgh Steelers 
. Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh Steelers 
. Fred Biletnikoff, Oakland Raiders 
. Randy White and Harvey Martin, 
Dallas Cowboys 
.. Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
<Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
.Jim Plunkett, Oakland Raiders 
. .Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
.John Riggins, Washington Redskins 
: Marcus Allen, Los Angeles Raiders 
.Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
. . .Richard Dent, Chicago Bears 
. . .Phil Simms, New York Giants 
. Doug Williams, Washington Redskins 
.Jerry Rice, San Francisco 49ers 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
- Ottis Anderson, New York Giants 
. .Mark Rypien, Washington Redskins 
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80 


Ken Anderson 
Sonny Jurgensen. 
John Brodie 


DeBERG, Steve, Buccaneers 

Norm Snead f 30,558 
Joe Ferguson 29,817 
SIMMS, Phil, Giants 29,512 
Roman Gabriel « 29,444 
Len Dawson... 28,711 
YA. Title... 28,339 
Ron Jaworski 28,190 
Terry Bradshaw... 27,989 
ELWAY, John, Broncos: 27,974 
Ken Stabler 27,938 
Craig Morton. i 27,908 
MOON, Warren, Oilers. 27,679 
Joe Namath... 

George Blanda 

Steve Grogan 

Bobby Layne -. 


Bore, Dave, Chicks 
MJoe TeismMaNnn sos 


Bob Griese 

Bart Starr . : Roan ‘ 
ESIASON, Boomer, Bengals 24,264 
O'BRIEN, Ken, Jets: 23,744 
Neil Loman 22,771 
Roger Staubach 22,700 
Danny WAG saeneeasenintrson 24,959 


RECEPTIONS TOUCHDOWN PASSES 

Steve Largent .. aig. | Fran Tarkenton gone 342 

MONK, Art, Redskins. eer. 801 Johnny Unitas -wer 290 

Charlie Joiner cesses snsente 750 MARINO, Dan. Dolphins 266 

LOFTON, James, Bills..c.sscceerser 699 Sonny Jurgensen.--- ‘ 255 

Ozzie Newsome «. ‘Dan Fouts -.. 

Charley Taylor... John Had! cto 

Don Maynard... MONTANA, Joe. 49ers 

Raymond Berry. Len Dawson. . 

Harold Carmichael George Blanda 

Fred Biletnikott John Brodie 

Harold Jackson Terry Bradshaw. 

Lionel Taylor... YA. Title 

Wes Chandler Jim Hatt. ” 

Stanley Morgan --»- Roman Gabriel 

GREEN, Roy, Eagles. Ken Anderson... 

UT. Smith sense “ Joe Ferguson. 

Lance Alworth. 42 | Bobby Layne 

Kellen Winslow »-rssrerer ane BAY ‘Norm Snead 

HILL, Drew, Falcons « secsggeneanrit 540 KRIEG, Dave Chiefs .... 

John Stallworth 537 Ken Stabler. 

RICE, Jerry, 49e'S..0 526 Bob Griese 

CRAIG, Roger, Vikings 525 | Sammy Baugh. z 

Bobby Mitchell. saan DeBERG, Steve. Buccaneer: 

Nat Moore. e 3 Graig MOFON.snvanenrnn 

CLAYTON, Mark, Dolphins, so BOT Steve Grogan 

Dwight Clark... veansieenee ques 506 Ron Jaworskt vss 

Billy Howton soveee 503 SIMMS; Phil, Giants 

Cliff Branch, Joe Namath 

“Fommy McDonald. —— 

Ahmad Rashad... danye 

Drew Pearson rs . 489 INTERCEPTIONS 

Don Hutson... 488, 

TOON, Al, Jets. aaa Aa8. | eat ratiaea Bt 

BARK, Gary, Redskins wes #86, | Emmien‘Tonnel 2 

ELLARD, Henry, Rams +» Deka ie 

Jackie Smith » Ken Filey ser 6 

er eadell Dave Brown 62 

Boyd Dower. : Dick LeBOA snesssssvnnsnnnn 62 

Boy Pe nickey, Eagles LOTT, Ronnie, Raiders 59 

Foy Jeers0n Emmitt Thomas ms 

Haven Moses Hed TOU snort 57 
Bobby Boyd seen 
Johnny Robinson. geesnnntten s7 
‘Lem Barney .. erent 56 
Pat Fischer von . 56 
Willie Brown «oss. oe 
WALLS, Everson, Giants... 
Jack Butler. 52 
Bobby Dillon... aocneeeet . 52 
Jim Patton e PR ise Be: 
‘Mel Rentro 62 
Larry Wilson. 


Bobby Bryant. 


Donnie Shell 


walter Payton 
Tony Dorsett eiaensinarins 
DICKERSON, Erie, Raiders 
Jim Brown ae 
Franco Harms: 
John Rigains.. 
‘Dade SIMPSON seer wie 
ANDERSON, Ottis, Giants 
Earl Campbell 5 

Jim Taylor. 
J 6 POrtY vse 
ALLEN, Marcus, Raiders» 
RIGGS, Gerald, Redskins 
Larry Csonka ik 
BROOKS, James, Browns 
MoNEIL, Freeman, Jets «- 
CRAIG, Roger, Vikings 
Mike Pruitt 

Leroy Kelly »» 

George Rogers. 

Curt Warner .. 

John Henry Johnson. 
‘Chuck Muncie 

Mark van EegheM sa 
Lawrence McCutcheon « 


Lydell Mitchell... 
Floyd Little .- 


George Blanda.. 
Jan Stenerud 
LEAHY, Pat, Jets. 
dim Turner 

Mark Moseley 
Jim Bakken 
Fred Cox 

Lou GrOZB wiser 
LOWERY, Nick, Chiets: 
Charis Baht scccescenie 
BREECH, Jim, Bengals. 
Gino Cappelli." 
Ray Wersching 

MURRAY, Eddie, LIONS 
Don Cockroft ..... 

Garo Yepremian 

BAHR, Matt, Giants. 
Bruce Gossett. f 
ANDERSON, Gary, Steelers 
‘Sam Baker... ; 
ANDERSEN, Morten, Saints. 
Ratael Septien 2, 
Lou Michaels : 
JOHNSON, Norm, Falcons 
Roy Gerela 
Bobby Walston 
Tony Franklin 
Pete Gogolak 
Errol Mann 
Don Hutson. 
Rich Karlis «. 
Mike Lansford 


Jim Brown 
Walter Payton. 
John Rigains: 
Lenny Moore. 
Don Hutson... 

Steve Largent 


Don Maynard 
Lance AlWarth ans 
ANDERSON, Ottis, Giants -» 
Paul Wartield i 
Tommy McDonald 
Pete Johnson 
‘Art POW!) nesses 
BROOKS, James, Browns 
Harold Carmichael 
CLAYTON, Matk, Dolphins « 
Frank Gifford... 
Fred Biletnikott... 
Steve Van Buren 
Earl Campbell... 
Harold Jackson 
Oud. SIMPSON «se 
Nat Moore 
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Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football's varied offense formations 
including full house backfield, 4 wide 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments. Strat-O- 
Matic actually combines unbelievable 
coaching strategy with the amazing talents 
of 1000 NFL football players who perform 
according to their actual abilities. Both the 
stars and second stringers from all 28 NFL 
teams will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you. 

Each player's strengths and 
weaknesses are measured in STRAT-O- 
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listings and a free brochure. New York 
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MATIC. For example, if you have a 
quarterback who can't “cut the mustard 
deep", but throws great short patterns to 
his backs, that's precisely the way he will 
react in Strat-O-Matic. If you have that big 
back on your team who has trouble running 
outside but is a powerhouse straight 
ahead, that's the way he will be in Strat-O- 
Matic. Receivers, who have limitations 
going deep but are excellent at catching 
short and medium passes, perform the 
same way in Strat-O-Matic. Defenses also 
will react precisely the same in Strat-O- 
Matic. Philadelphia, led by their All-Pro 
front four, will be devastating against both 
the run and the pass. 
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tules and game parts should satisfy your 
pro football craving 
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CAUGHT 
IN THE DRAFT 


A team-by-team look at the winners and losers 


by FRANK LITSRY wv v0 11s 


According to one student of sport, the 
National Football League draft consists 
of a five- or six-second announcement by the 
commissioner that some team had picked 
some player, followed by 15 minutes of 
screaming by analysts telling what a terrible 
pick it was. 

The description is not that wild because the 
draft is a haven for second-guessers. In 1992, 
it was also laden with intrigue. Some teams 
maneuvering for franchise players sent out 
false signals on whom they wanted, They con- 
fused the opposition and sometimes out- 
smarted themselves. Other teams, not sure 
which of two players to take, ended up 
with both of them 


Desmond 
Howard 


Michigan 


There was more 
intensity than usual. 
To start with, this was a 
strong draft, especially for 
defensive linemen and cornerbacks, two 
usually scarce commodi 
NFL teams feared that because of antitrust 
lawsuits by players, this would be the last 
draft ever. And many teams wanted 


Jet Carlo 


ies. In addition, the | 


tobe sure they could sign their draftees quick- 
ly rather than string out negotiations all sum- 
mer and have them miss training camp 
The Indianapolis Colts solved that signing 
problem neatly. Because their record was the 
worst in the NFL in 1991, they owned the first 
pick in this draft. Because they collected a 
first-round choice last year from the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers for Chris Chandler, a backup 
quarterback who did not last the season, they 
also owned the second pick. The Colts made 
it clear that their first pick would be Steve Emt- 
man, the 290-pound defensive tackle from the 
University of Washington. A week before the 
draft, their second pick seemed likely to be 
Desmond Howard, Michigan's wide receiver 
and Heisman Trophy winner. Then they 
changed signals and seemed to favor Sean 
Gilbert, a defensive end from Pittsburgh. The 
day before the draft began, Gilbert was dis- 
carded for Quentin Coryatt, a 
king-sized pass-rushing line- 
backer from Texas A&M 
That day, the Colts lightened 
their payroll by $2.3 million 
by trading their unhappy 
running back, Eric Dickerson, 
to the Los Angeles 
Raiders for fourth- and 
eighth-round choices. 
_—~ 


Then the Colts 
lined up four-year 
packages with both 
picks—$9.2 million 
for Emtmain and 
$8.8 million for Coryatt 
Each package 
included 
a signing 
bonus of 
$4,165,000. 
With so 
many good 
players available, 
there were 22 draft” 
day trades, a record. 
Those trades included 
seven in the first 
round alone. 
They paved the way for two 
surprise first-round picks: Howard 
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Bob Rosato 


Steve Emtman Washing! 


by the Washington Redskins with the fourth 
choice overall and quarterback David Klingler 
of Houston by the Cincinnati Bengals with the 
sixth, Four of the first five choices on the first 
round, including Howard, were juniors. The 28 
first-round choices included nine juniors and 
one sophomore, quarterback Tommy Maddox 
of UCLA. 

The best draft jobs? Five teams look like real 
winners: the Colts, the Redskins, the Dallas 
Cowboys, the Green Bay Packers, and the 
Miami Dolphins. The next-best group has nine 
teams: the Bengals, the Atlanta Falcons, the 
Detroit Lions, the Kansas City Chiefs, the Los 
Angeles Rams, the New England Patriots, the 
New Orleans Saints, the New York Giants, and 
the New York Jets. 

That makes winners of 14 of the 28 teams. 


Too many? Of course not. Nobody has lost a | 
game yet. Here is a look at each team’s draft | 


Success (or lack of): 


ATLANTA FALCONS 

Good job. They needed a power runner, 
young offensive linemen, and linebackers, 
and they got all three. They started with OT 
Bob Whitfield of Stanford (first round), a smart, 
overwhelming blocker who had not missed a 
play since his freshman year. He will take over 
for Mike Kenn, a 14-year fixture, and could 
become this generation's Anthony Munoz. 
Later in the first round, they got RB Tony Smith 
of Southern Mississippi, who is strong and flu- 
id. They passed on the more heralded RB 
Vaughn Dunbar of Indiana because they felt 
they had a similar runner in Steve Broussard. 
LB Chuck Smith of Tennessee (third round) is 
active and will help. Family note: In the first 
four rounds, the team owned by Rankin Smith 
Sr. and Jr. loaded up with Tony Smith, Chuck 
Smith, and DB Frankie Smith. continued 
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CAUGHT IN THE DRAFT_____ 


BUFFALO BILLS 

A decent draft, maybe, with a highly question- 
able start. They needed offensive linemen, as 
always, plus a tight end, defensive backs, and 
a defensive end. The first-round pick was baf- 
fling: OT John Fina of Arizona, rated a third- 
rounder by the scouting combines, He 
showed more promise in the classroom than 
On the field. Still, although he lacked strength, 
he played on goal-line defenses, which 
showed heart. DT James Patton of Texas 
(second round) is smallish at 276 pounds but 


Alonzo Spellman Ohio State 


quick, Third-round LB Keith Goganious of 
Penn State's linebacker factory is a steal. DE 
Frank Kmet of Purdue (fourth round) could 
help if Bruce Smith's surgical knee is still bad. 
They could have used a safety, but with Dana 
Hall and Dale Carter gone, they waited until 
the fifth round and took Matt Darby of UCLA. 


CHICAGO BEARS 

Not bad. They wanted youth for the offensive 
line plus a pass rusher, a tight end, and a big 
funning back, DE Alonzo Spellman of Ohio 
State (first round) is aggressive and has 
moves. He was an outside linebacker for two 
years, then a defensive end for two years, 
Some teams were wary of his dedication. If he 
becomes consistent, he can be the new Rich- 
ard Dent until the year 2000. OT Troy Auzenne 
of California (second round) is a sound 
blocker and can step in for the departed 
Jimbo Covert, CB Jeremy Lincoln of Tennes- 
see (third round) is a good cover man and a 
willing hitter. QB Will Furrer of Virginia Tech 
(fourth round) is a project with talent, and the 
Bears can wait for him to develop. 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 

A clever job of getting blue-ribbon prospects 
The prime needs were on defense: linemen, 
inside linebackers, and cornerbacks. But 
when they put QB David Klingler of Houston 
through a sensational workout, they were de- 
termined to get him at any cost and let him 
learn behind 31-year-old Boomer Esiason. So 
they put out a smoke screen that they really 
wanted CB Troy Vincent of Wisconsin, then 
traded down from fourth to sixth and got 
Klingler anyway. He was clearly the best quar- 
terback available, and the Chiefs and the Pa- 
triots, among others, coveted him. Not so 
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Esiason, who was hoping for defensive help 
and not a rival quarterback. “Can David rush 
the passer?” the Boomer asked sarcastically. 
CB Darryl Williams of Miami (last pick of first 
round) has speed. WR Carl Pickens of Ten- 
nessee (second round), with his speed and 
good hands, was a steal, 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 

Not bad. Help was needed almost every- 
where: defensive end, linebacker, corer- 
back, tight end, offensive line, and a next- 
generation quarterback. Coach Bill Belichick 
worked out more than 200 prospects himself. 
With all those needs, they made a surprising 
first-round choice of FB Tommy Vardell of 
Stanford, who is big (235 pounds), strong, fast 
enough, and bright. The Browns have lacked 
a horse like that. WR Patrick Rowe of San Die- 
go State (second round) is a speedster. DT 
Bill Johnson of Michigan State (third round) 
could be a steal. He might have been a first- 
rounder had he not hurt a knee when he fell on 
the stairs (official version) or got into a fight. 
WR Augustin Olobia of Washington State 
(11th round) beat Rocket Ismail for a 1991 
NCAA sprint title. 


DALLAS COWBOYS 

Excellent, and why not? They had the final 
pearls of the Herschel Walker trade to the Min- 
nesota Vikings: a first-, a second-, and a third- 
rounder. That gave them four of the first 37 
picks and six in the first three rounds, They 
sought help at defensive back, middle line- 
backer, defensive end, and in the offensive 
line. CB Kevin Smith of Texas A&M (first 
round) is a ball hawk who ranked right behind 
Terrell Buckley and Troy Vincent on most 
boards. ILB Robert Jones of North Carolina, 
although not huge at 6-2 and 236 pounds, is 
strong and intimidating. He should take over 
in the middle for Jack Del Rio and Darrick 
Brownlow, both Plan B defectors. WR Jimmy 
‘Smith of Jackson State (second round) is fast 
and smooth, Was DB Darren Woodson of Ari- 
zona State (second round) a reach? 


DENVER BRONCOS 

Puzzling and probably bad. Here was a team 
that almost made the Super Bowl and could 
contend again with a little immediate help. So 
what does it do? Instead of reaching for a 
defensive end or defensive back or offensive 
tackle or wide receiver, it spends its first- 
round pick on QB Tommy Maddox of UCLA, a 
sophomore with physical gifts but little experi- 
ence. Fortunately for him, he has time to learn 
while backing up John Elway. “This is definite- 
ly a pick for the future,” said coach Dan 
Reeves. “When you pick 25th, you have to 
take a shot." DE Shane Dronett of Texas (sec- 
ond round) can rush the passer and OG 
Chuck Johnson of Texas is a good drive 
blocker who may take time to develop. The 
Broncos unsuccessfully tried to trade unhap- 
py RB Bobby Humphrey for draft help. 


DETROIT LIONS 
Good draft with great potential, considering 
they had only seven picks. The big need was 
for a pass-fushing defensive end or lineback- 
er or both. Before the draft, they offered half of 
Detroit to sign OLB Pat Swilling of the Saints, a 


restricted free agent. When that failed, they 
tried to trade up to get a tight end for their new 
offense. When that failed, they used the 26th 
pick of the first round for DE Robert Porcher of 
South Carolina State, a pass rusher who some 
teams thought would last until the third round 
OLB Tracy Scroggins of Tulsa (second round) 
is another pass-rushing gem. With the last 
pick of the second round, they chose PK Ja- 
son Hanson of Washington State, and the next 
day Eddie Murray, their kicker for 12 years, 
cleared out his locker. A needed tight end, 
Thomas McLemore of Southern University, ar- 
rived on the third round. 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 

Intriguing and maybe excellent, even though 
they didn't get the wide receiver of their 
dreams, Desmond Howard, They needed a 
receiver, a running back, and a pass-rushing 
defensive end. When the Redskins traded up 
to the pick before them and took Howard, they 
settled for CB Terrell Buckley of Florida State, 
a small (5-9, 174) but great talent and a dash- 


okt 
David Klingler Houston 


ing punt returner. Then came four players who 
should contribute quickly; versatile LB Mark 
D'Onofrio of Penn State (second round), WR 
Robert Brooks of South Carolina (third round), 
RB Edgar Bennett of Florida State (fourth 
round), and WR Orlando McKay of Washing- 
ton (fifth round). Interesting pick: QB Ty 
Detmer of Brigham Young (ninth round), the 
1990 Heisman Trophy winner who is small (5- 
9, 174) and lacks a strong arm. 


dames 0. Smith 


HOUSTON OILERS 

Not inspiring. Three wide receivers, including 
the 35-year-old Drew Hill, were lost in Plan B, 
a bad deal for a run-and-shoot team that 
needs receivers by the carload, Besides, the 
first-round choice was traded to the Chargers 
a year ago for DE Lee Williams. The Oilers’ 
best picks were LB Eddie Robinson of Ala- 
bama State (second round), a dean's list stu- 
dent and run-stopper, and RB (who may be- 
come WR) Corey Harris of Vanderbilt (third 
round). Sleeper: LB Joe Bowden of Oklahoma 
(fifth round). Wide receivers: almost as after- 
thoughts, Mario Bailey, a 162-pound All- 
America from Washington (sixth round); Elbert 
Turner of Illinois (seventh round), and Dion 
Johnson of East Carolina (10th round). 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

Marvelous. They needed defensive linemen, 
defensive backs, a tight end, and help for a 
laggard running game. Most of all, they 
needed defense because the new coach, Ted 
Marchibroda, is bringing a no-huddle offense 
from the Bills, and a no-huddle without good 
defense is no good. With the first two picks of 
the draft, they took DT Steve Emtman of 
Washington, a marvelous inside pass rusher, 
and LB Quentin Coryatt of Texas A&M, who 
can handle blockers of all sizes. In the second 
round, they got CB Ashley Ambrose, a skinny 
but effective cover man from Mississippi 
Valley State, the school that produced Jerry 
Rice. For the offense, they added through 
subtraction by sending unhappy RB Eric 
Dickerson to the Raiders. 


CHIEFS 

‘A good show by a team that tried unsuccess- 
fully to trade up to get the quarterback it really 
wanted, David Klingler. In the second round, 
the Chiefs did trade up and grabbed 6-6 QB 
Matt Blundin of Virginia, one pick before the 
Giants might have taken him. Now Blundin, 
more experienced in basketball than in foot- 
ball, can learn while the 34-year-old Dave 
Krieg tries to hold the fort. They also wanted a 
wide receiver, offensive linemen, and defen- 
sive backs. They got S Dale Carter of Tennes- 
see (first round), who can play all four second- 
ary positions, and 25-year-old DT Mike Evans 
of Michigan (fourth round). Sleepers: WR Tony 
Smith of Notre Dame (sixth round), C Jay 
Leeuwenburg of Colorado (ninth round), and 
DB Corey Williams of Oklahoma State, a bas- 
ketballl player (12th round) 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 

Hard to figure, which is standard for an Al 
Davis draft. In Plan B, they addressed needs 
by signing linebackers Aundray Bruce and 
Anthony Bell. Before the draft, they tried to get 
QB Steve Young but wouldn't give up the draft 
choices the 49ers wanted. For reasons mortal 
men could not fathom, they dealt with the 
Colts for temperamental RB Eric Dickerson, a 
typical Raiders’ reclamation project. In the 
draft, they looked for defensive and offensive 
linemen and defensive backs. With only seven 
picks, they started with two monsters—335- 
pound DT Chester McGlockton of Clemson 


(first round) and 315-pound OT Greg Skre- 
penak of Michigan (second round) —both per- 
ceived to rely more on size than on effort. DB 
Derrick Hoskins of Southern Mississippi (fifth 
round) will help. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 

Neatly done, with slight reservations. They 
wanted pretty much everything: defensive 
linemen, linebackers, cornerbacks, running 
backs, and offensive linemen. With the third 
pick overall, they hoped DT Steve Emtman 
would slip down to them. When he didn't, they 
happily took DE Sean Gilbert of Pittsburgh a 
315-pounder who is tough to move, and DT 
Marc Boutte of Louisiana State (third round), a 
quick 298-pounder who can create havoc 
rushing up the middle. Some draftniks insist 
Gilbert is better than Emtman. CB Steve Israel 
of Pittsburgh (second round) has blazing 
speed (4.26 seconds for 40 yards), but he is 
inconsistent and the prognosis for him is 
boom or bust. WR Todd Kinchen of Louisiana 
State (third round) should help. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 

Great job. The needs were mostly on de- 
fense—linemen who could stop the run and 
cornerbacks who can cover—and the offense 
required a running back who could turn the 
corner. The defense is switching to a 4-3 and 
collected two first-round gems. First came CB 
Troy Vincent, a fast, sophisticated cover man 
and punt returner who had figured to go earli- 
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er. Then came DE/OLB Marco Coleman, a 
259-pound pass rusher with quickness but 
questionable speed. OG Eddie Blake of Au- 
burn (second round), a 321-pounder who 
tuns 40 yards in 5.08 seconds, will be tried at 
nose tackle. DT Larry Webster of Maryland 
(third round) is strong against the run. Four of 
the first five picks were on defense, and the 
fifth is Blake, who may end up there. A fast 
running back? Maybe next year. 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

Poor. They long ago surrendered the choices 
in the first, second, and third rounds for Her- 
schel Walker, who doesn't want to play for 
them and can't find a team that wants him. 
They needed a linebacker, a free safety, and 
offensive linemen, but their first pick was sup- 
posed to be 98th overalll. The night before the 
draft, they traded DT Keith Millard, coming off 
reconstructive knee surgery, to the Seahawks 
for a second-round choice (39th overall), They 


John Witiamson 


Joel Steed Colorado 


used it to get DT Robert Harris of Southern 
University, agile enough at 285 pounds to 
loop around the defensive end and get to the 
quarterback. Their next choice was DT Roy 
Barker of North Carolina. Sleeper: backup QB 
Brad Johnson of Florida State (ninth round) 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 

A productive draft, but you have to follow the 
bouncing ball. When their main target, QB Da- 
vid Klingler, was taken with the sixth pick over- 
all, they traded down from eighth to 19th on 
the first round and looked for an offensive line- 
man. When Bob Whitfield, Ray Roberts, and 
Leon Searcy went on the eighth, 10th, and 
11th picks, they traded up to 13th for OT (who 
may become OG) Eugene Chung of Virginia 
Tech, a fine blocker and a brown belt in judo. 
CB Rod Smith of Notre Dame (on a second- 
round trade-up) can play anywhere in the sec- 
ondary and fills a need. So does LB Todd 
Collins of Carson-Newman (third round), who 
may require seasoning. RB Kevin Turner of 
Alabama (third round) and LB Dwayne Sabb 
of New Hampshire (fifth round) should con- 
tribute. Everything but a quarterback 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
Good draft. The needs were wide receiver, 
tight end, running back, defensive backs, and 
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overall speed. Imagine their surprise when, on 
the 21st pick of the first round, they were able 
to get RB Vaughn Dunbar of Indiana, He had 
figured to be the first running back taken, but 
Tommy Vardell and Tony Smith were instead. 
Dunbar is stocky and quick and can break 
tackles. The secondary added Tyrone Leg- 
gete of Nebraska (third round), a small, ag- 
gressive cornerback who can cover, and 
Sean Lumpkin of Minnesota (fourth round), 
who has fine potential. Torrance Small of Al- 
com State (fifth round) was the best they 
could do at tight end, but they got help every- 
where else they looked. 


NEW YORK GIANTS 

Promising. They wanted a pass-rushing de- 
fensive end, a cornerback, an outside line- 
backer, a tight end, and maybe a quarterback 
and a wide receiver. Defense figured to be the 
first priority, but with Mark Bavaro's career 
over, they quickly took two tight ends: Derek 
Brown of Notre Dame (first round) and Aaron 
Pierce of Washington (third round), Both are 
big and can be useful receivers. CB Phillippi 
Sparks of Arizona State (second round) must 
prove he is fast enough. They took defensive 
linemen in the fourth, sixth, seventh, and 10th 
rounds, led by DE Keith Hamilton of Pitts- 
burgh (fourth round). If Hamilton matures on 
and off the field, he could be a star. When they 
missed QBs David Klingler on the first round 
and Matt Blundin on the second, they settled 
for Kent Graham of Ohio State on the eighth 


NEW YORK JETS 

Good to very good. They wanted a tight end, 
an offensive tackle, a pass-rushing defensive 
end or tackle, and an outside linebacker. They 
got all except the defensive lineman. One pick 
after the Giants took Derek Brown, the Jets 
took sophomore TE Johnny Mitchell of Ne- 
braska and said they had him rated ahead of 
Brown. Mitchell, a Keith Jackson type with 
sure hands who can run after the catch, is 
either a reach or a steal. New linebackers: 
Kurt Barber of Southern Cal (second round), a 
hitter who could start immediately on the 
strong side, and Keo Coleman of Mississippi 
State (fourth round). OT Siupeli Malamala of 
Washington (third round), a 315-pounder from 
Tonga, was expected to go higher. 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 

Fair at best. Last year, they traded their ‘92 
first-round choice to pick OT Antone Davis, 
who had a rocky year. This time, they needed 
a running back badly plus offensive linemen 
and linebackers. They made no secret that 
they wanted RB Amp Lee of Florida State, but 
the 49ers grabbed him on the second round, 
three picks before they would choose. So the 
Eagles took two running backs high: TB Siran 
Stacy of Alabama (second round), who lacks 
breakaway speed, and FB Tony Brooks of No- 
tre Dame (fourth round), who can play tall- 
back. DT Tommy Jeter of Texas (third round) 
is a good pass rusher for a team that has 
plenty of them. QB Casey Weldon of Florida 
State (fourth round) could help in a few years. 


PHOENIX CARDINALS 
Uninspiring. They shipped their first-round 
choice (which turned out to be the seventh 


Marco Coleman Georgia Tech 


overall) to the Dolphins last year for WR Ran- 
dal Hill, who will be good. They had to up- 
grade an aging line and find help for battered 
tunning backs and the starting quarterback. 
The quarterback help was essential because 
Timm Rosenbach is returning from knee sur- 
gery, Tom Tupa and Stan Gelbaugh left via 
Plan B, and newcomer Chris Chandler is no 
solution. The first player they took was QB 
Tony Sacca of Penn State (second round), who 
has size (6-5, 234), a good arm, erratic streaks, 
and mixed reviews, Offensive linemen came 
next; 289-pound C Ed Cunningham of Wash- 
ington (third round) and 294-pound OT Jeff 
Christy of Pittsburgh (fourth round). 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

Fair, nothing special. Bill Cowher, the new 
head coach, and Ron Erhardt, the new offen- 
sive coordinator, want big offensive linemen 
rather than the smaller trappers and pullers 
the Steelers have always had. They got a 
great beginning with OT Leon Searcy of Miami 
(first round), whose 295 pounds include size- 
17EEE feet. He looms as an immediate starter 
at right tackle. ILB Levon Kirkland of Clemson 
(second round) and NT Joel Steed of Colora- 
do (third round) could help quickly, but Kirk- 
land needs more bulk. They wanted a quarter- 
back but waited until the 12th round for Corne- 
lius Benton of Connecticut. They never found 
a back with verve, but if they get more size up 
front, they can get by with their power runners. 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 

Little immediate help. Last spring, they traded 
their 1992 first-round choice to the Redskins 
for a '91 second-round choice and took OG 
Eric Moten. The pick they gave up became 
the sixth overall, which meant they could have 
filled one of their cornerback holes with Troy 
Vincent or Kevin Smith. They also needed 
linebackers, offensive linemen, and wide re- 
ceivers. With a first-rounder they acquired in 
1991 for DE Lee Williams, they took DE Chris 
Mims of Tennessee, an inconsistent pass 
tusher who might have lasted later. FS Mar- 
quez Pope of Fresno State (second round) 
might have been a reach; he and WR Ray 
Ethridge of Pasadena City College (third 
round) will need time. Good name: DT Reggie 
White of North Carolina A&T (sixth round). 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Pretty good. They needed a running back and 
defensive backs and addressed that quickly. 
DB Dana Hall of Washington (first round), a 
college cornerback, is destined for safety, 
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Bob Rosato 


where the Raiders’ Plan B task force picked | 
off Ronnie Lott in 1991 and Dave Waymer in | 
1992. Hall is fast, rangy, and willing. RB Amp | 
Lee of Florida State (second round) is an elu- | 


sive runner without speed, but he produces. 
He is also a good receiver in the Roger Craig 
tradition. OG Brian Bollinger of North Carolina 
(third round) pulls well. Interesting: QB Darian 


| Hagan of Colorado, only 5-9, will be tried at | 


running back, wide receiver, and kick return- 
| er. They never found a PK to challenge Mike 
Cofer, who had an awful year in 1991. 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
Wait and see. They needed a breakaway run- 
ning back and offensive and defensive line- 


men. Before and during the draft, they traded | 


a second-round choice to the Vikings for DT 


Keith Millard and a fourth-rounder to the | 
Saints for RB Rueben Mayes. Neither played ! 


in 1991 because of bad knees, and both men 
are gambles. OT Ray Roberts of Virginia (first 
round) is a 304-pound drive blocker who did 
not enchant everyone. LB Bob Spitulski of 


Central Florida (third round) was a good | 


blitzer against small-time opponents. But 


Central Florida? And other draftees from Ap- 
palachian State (two of them), Tennessee- | 
Chattanooga, and Boise State? Nevertheless, | 
DB Gary Dandridge of Appalachian State | 


(fifth round) is a sleeper. 


‘TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
Fair to bad. Sam Wyche, the new coach, 


needed defensive linemen, comerbacks, and | 


a fast wide receiver. They were busy in Plan B, 
but they had to wait in the draft because their 
first-round choice—the second overall—was 
wasted in a trade last year for QB Chris Chan- 
dler. On the second round, with the 32nd pick 
overall, they wanted CBs Darryl Williams, Ash- 
ley Ambrose, Steve Israel, or WR Carl Pick- 
ens. Those four went on picks No. 28, 29, 30, 


and 31, so the haunted Bucs traded down. | 
They got promising WR Courtney Hawkins of | 


Michigan State (second round), NT Mark 


Wheeler of Texas A&M and TE Tyji Armstrong 


of Mississippi (third round), QB Craig Erick- 


son of Miami (fourth round), and DE Santana | 
Dotson of Baylor (fifth round). Erickson was ! 
drafted by the Eagles in 1991 but refused to | 


sign. All those high-round draftees may help, 
but how much and how soon? 


WASHINGTON 

A super draft for the Super Bowl champions. 
They wanted offensive and defensive line- 
men, defensive backs, linebackers, and, yes, 
even a fast wide receiver to join the aging 
Posse. The rich got richer as they traded up in 
the first round for WR Desmond Howard of 
Michigan, the runaway winner of the Heisman 
Trophy. He is a burner who also averaged 
27.9 yards on punt returns last year. If there is 
any consolation for division rivals, said Fred 
Bruney, the Giants secondary coach, “Atleast 
every time they throw to Howard is one time 
they can't throw to Gary Clark.” DL Shane Col- 
lins of Arizona State (second round), an NCAA 
shot-put champion, will help, and 293-pound 
OG Paul Siever of Penn State (third round) 
may. QB Chris Hakel of William and Mary 
(fourth round) will have time to develop. (1 
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Hf you live in a town fixe Lynchburg. drop us a line. We probably have alot in common, 


LYNCHBURG, TENNESSEE is a tiny litele 


town where things never change much. 


There’s a sidewalk bench where townsmen 
gather at the start of the day. A general store 
where Coke’ still costs a dime. Anda _ 
distillery where Jack Newton Daniel | 


made Tennessee Whiskey way back 


in 1866. Of course, we've spruced up 
the distillery since the days Mr. Jack 
worked here. But, true to the ways 


of Lynchburg, we've never changed 
the taste of his whiskey. 


SMOOTH SIPPIN’ 
TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


Rs, 3 Y 
== |b 
EAN DAN, i 

et 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352 
Placedin the National Register of Historic Places bythe United States Government. 
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by JIM CARLEY 


When the 1993 NFL draft kicks off in New 

York next April—providing there is a 
draft—quarterbacks are likely to be the hot- 
test commodity. Next year’s draft could be 
loaded with them, and three in particular 
could go high in the first round: Notre Dame's 
Rick Mirer, Miami's Gino Torretta, and Flori- 
da's Shane Matthews. 

Most pro scouts rate the three almost in a 
dead heat now. Which of them goes the high- 
est in the 1993 draft is still, of course, very 
much up in the air, and pro personnel men 
around the league aren't about to commit 
themselves this early and pick one. But Street 
& Smith's is going out on a limb to pick Mirer, 
the quarterback with everything going for him 
to top our 1993 Mock First Round NFL Draft 

Mirer is the most high-profile player on a 
team that will again have the national champi- 
onship in its sights. The Irish could have as 
many as four players go in the first round of 
the NFL draft, and if Mirer does what many 
scouts think he can do, he'll be at the top of 
the list. He also could have a Heisman Trophy 
under his arm before then. That would certain- 
ly elevate his status as a top pick. But most 
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K GINO TORRETTA 
Miami 
observers think Torretta and Matthews will be 
in the hunt for that same trophy and No. 1 draft 
spot. NFL scouts and personnel directors say 
it's too early to predict the 1993 draft and most 
wanted to remain anonymous in their discus- 
sions of next year's players. But it's obvious 
those three quarterbacks will be at the top of 
most wish lists next April 
“They've all had a lot of success,” one scout 
from the AFC said. “They've all shown strong 
leadership characteristics and they all will 
Probably be in the race for the Heisman. It 
probably will boil down to whichever one 
leads his team to the national championship 
That guy will probably take all the marbles.” 


DEMETRIUS DUBOSE Notre Dame 


Another NFL scout who covers all three 
teams said, “| haven't rated their arms yet, but 
they all three obviously are players who could 
go high in the first round. Torretta and Mat- 
thews have a little advantage in that they both 
play for pass-oriented teams. That gives them 
a head start on going to a pro offense. But | 
don't count Mirer out. If | had to pick one of 
them right now for my team, I'd go with Mirer. 
He's an intelligent guy, a good athlete with 
exceptional mobility. And most of all, the guy's 
a winner.” 

One NFC scout admitted he wasn't sure 
about Mirer yet. “He has a fairly good arm, 
and | know he is a pretty accurate passer. But 
I remember from watching him last year that 
when his receivers didn't catch the ball, it of- 
ten was because they were uncatchable 
passes. Of course, he has a season to go yet 
and we haven't put him through all of our tests. 
That could change. | still ike him a lot. | would 
say he'd be one of the guys who could be in 
line for the Heisman for sure.” 

Several scouts we contacted said the big 
question on Mirer in the past has been his 
ability to read coverages—an essential quality 
for a pro quarterback—but that the 6-foot-2, 
215-pounder improved dramatically in that 
area last year. "If he comes as far next sea- 
son, he'll be a super player,” one scout said. 
Most NFL people would take him right now 
anyway. “If he had come out after last sea- 
son,” said one general manager, "I think he 
could have started for a lot of teams in the 
league this year.” 

Last season, Mirer set the Notre Dame rec- 
ord for TD passes (18) and was eighth in the 
nation in passing efficiency, with a 149.2 rat- 
ing. He had only 10 interceptions in 234 pass 
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attempts and completed 56 percent of his 
passes for 2,116 yards. After only two sea- 
sons as a starter, Mirer has equaled former 
Irish star Joe Montana’s career passing totals 
(4,121 yards). Mirer not coincidentally wears 
the same number (3) that Montana wore at 
Notre Dame since the 49ers’ all-pro is one of 
his heroes. Montana sent Mirer a photo and 
note before his first start in 1990. 

In form, Mirer is most similar to Matthews. 
The Gator quarterback is mobile and rarely 
sacked. "He has a lot of running ability and 
can escape the pass rush," one AFC scout 
said. "He's a very good athlete and a very 
productive player." Matthews finished one 
step behind Mirer on the NCAA pass-efficien- 
cy list last year at 148.8, mostly due to a high- 
er number of interceptions (18), even though 
he threw much more often (361 times). A 6-3, 
192-pounder, he passed for 3,130 yards and 
28 touchdowns to lead Florida to the South- 
eastern Conference championship. 

Though Torretta's pass-efficiency rating 
wasn't as high as the other two, it was still 
strong (138.8) and he had fewer interceptions 
(8) while attempting more passes (371). And 
all Torretta did, of course, was lead the Hurri- 
canes to a share of the national championship 
and an unbeaten record. That counts a lot 
among the pro scouts. 


SHANE MATTHEWS Fiorida 
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“The other two guys are more apt to be run 
threats,” one scout said. “Torretta’s more of a 
pocket passer. He's got a very good arm and 
has some outstanding receivers to help him 
out. Last year, Miami had kind of a different 
year [the offense passed 48.4 percent of the 
time], but if they utilize those great receivers 
they have next year and if they go unbeaten 
again, I'd look for him to win the Heisman and 
end up the No. 1 pick.” 

At the school famous for producing pro 
quarterbacks (Jim Kelly, Bernie Kosar, Vinny 
Testaverde, Steve Walsh, et al), Torretta al- 
ready is sixth on the team list in career pass- 
ing yards (4,630), seventh in career TDs (28), 
and eighth in total offense (4,686 yards) in just 
16 games as a starter. He also has the top two 
single-game passing marks in school history 
(485 against San Diego State last year and 
468 vs. San Jose State in 1989). Furthermore, 
he threw for more yards last year (3,095 vs. 
2,557) than Testaverde did in his Heisman 
season. The pros scouts are impressed by his 
intelligence—Torretta already has a business 
management degree in just 3’ years of study 
and is currently taking graduate courses at 
the school. 

Of course, any prediction for the 1993 draft 
must come with the disclaimer that all bets are 
off in the event of injuries. And most pro 
scouts won't make predictions simply be- 
cause next season's results mean so much 
toward the next draft. “The truth is, it'll just be 
a question of how well they and their teams do 
next year,” an AFC GM said, “All three are 
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Mock First Round 1993 Draft 
Rick Mirer, QB, Notre Dame 

Robert O'Neal, S, Clemson 
Demetrius DuBose, LB, Notre Dame 
Gino Torretta, QB, Miami 

Russell White, RB, California 
*Marvin Jones, LB, Florida St. 
Shane Matthews, QB, Florida 

Tico Duckett, RB, Michigan St. 
“Jerome Bettis, FB, Notre Dame 

10. Glyn Milburn, RB, Stanford 

11. ‘Patrick Bates, DB, Texas A&M 

12. Sean LaChapelle, WR, UCLA 

13. Ryan McNeil, DB, Miami 

14. Lincoln Kennedy, OL, Washington 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


OCONAHAWNYS 


Carlton Gray, DB, UCLA 

Qadry Ismail, WR/KR, Syracuse 
Eric Castle, DB, Oregon 

19. Darrin Smith, LB, Miami 

20. Horace Copeland, WR, Miami 
21.0.J. McDuffie, WR, Penn St. 

22. John Copeland, DE, Alabama 
23. Will White, DB, Florida 

24. Travis Hill, OLB, Nebraska 

25. Wayne Simmons, LB, Clemson 
26, Tom Scott, OL, East Carolina 

27. Marcus Buckley, OLB, Texas A&M 
28. Tracy Saul, DB, Texas Tech 


Other Potential First-Rounders 
Jesse Armstead, LB, Miami 
Steve Carmer, SS, Nebraska 
Trevor Cobb, RB, Rice 

Ernest Dye, OL, South Carolina 
Elvis Grbac, QB, Michigan 
“Alan Kline, OL, Ohio St. 

Chris Slade, LB, Virginia 

Irv Smith, TE, Notre Dame 
Tommie Smith, DB, Washington 
Lamar Thomas, WR, Miami 
Kevin Williams, RB, UCLA 


Other High-Round Possibilities 
Amold Ale, OLB, UCLA 

Reggie Barnes, DE, Oklahoma 

Ray Buchanan, DB, Louisville 
Grady Cavness, DB, Texas 

Eric Curry, DE, Alabama 

Jerry Dillon, DE, East Carolina 
Steve Everitt, C, Michigan 

Derrick Frazier, DB, Texas A&M 
Fred Gilbert, WR, Houston 

Lance Gunn, DB, Texas 

Justin Hall, OL, Notre Dame 

Toby Heaton, OL, Michigan St. 
Greg Huntington, C, Penn State 
*Tyoka Jackson, DT, Penn State 
Shawn Jones, QB, Georgia Tech 
Devon McDonald, DE, Notre Dame 
Joey Mickey, TE, Oklahoma 

Barry Minter, LB, Tulsa 

Kenyon Rasheed, RB, Oklahoma 
Robert Stevenson, OT, Florida State 
Mark Szlachcic, WR, Bowling Green 
*Steve Tovar, LB, Ohio State 
Darnell Walker, DB, Oklahoma 
‘Junior 


Clarence Williams, TE, Washington St. 
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capable of winning the Heisman and leading 
their teams to unbeaten seasons, That will go 
along way toward how high they are drafted.” 

Another very high pick will be Clemson 
safety Robert O'Neal, the kind of fiery player 
every pro defensive coordinator would like to 
have on his team. He's a two-time all-ACC 
selection who has all the tools for the NFL. 

If there is a player who could turn the foot- 
ball world on its end, though, many pro scouts 
think it is Notre Dame linebacker Demetrius 
DuBose. If he has the year many expect of 
him, DuBose might end up in rare company as 
the top choice in the NFL draft. Only three 
other linebackers (Aundray Bruce in 1988, 
Tom Cousineau in 1979, and Tommy Nobis in 
1966) have ever been the No. 1 overall pick. 
But many scouts think DuBose may be that 
kind of player and end up with an even more 
uncommon honor—the Heisman—before he 
gets drafted No. 1. No linebacker has ever 
won that trophy. 

“He is such a big-time player,” one AFC 
scout said. “If a linebacker can win the Heis- 
man, he just might give ita run. He is a big, big 
leaguer. He's right up there with the very best 
of them. Mirer might get more national expo- 
sure, so he probably is the more likely Heis- 
man candidate. But DuBose is probably just 
as good, if not better." 

The Irish have several other possible high- 
found draft picks, including tight end Irv 
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Smith, offensive lineman Justin Hall, and de- 
fense end Devon McDonald. But one the pros 
don't want to discuss is fullback Jerome Bet- 
tis, only a junior this season. 

“I don't want to talk about any juniors,” 
Houston Oilers general manager Mike Holo- 
vak said. “I don't like to see them come out 
early. | think they should stay in school. | like it 
the way we used to have it.” 

“I won't talk about juniors,” said an NFC 
scout. "For one thing, | don't look at them, so | 
don't know them. We won't look at them until 
they declare." 

Nevertheless, plenty of juniors do come out 
and Bettis is probably a likely candidate to be 
one next spring. He is considered one of the 
best running backs ever to play at Notre 
Dame. One scout reluctantly admitted that, 
“He's a little bit in the Earl Campbell mode, a 
250-pound guy who makes big runs. | know 
he sure made a lot of 40-plus-yard runs last 


es 
7 he would have been'a high-round pick, 


year." Another acknowledged that if Bettis 
had come out after even his sophomore year, 


Three other juniors the scouts are reluctant 

to discuss but who likely won't make it to their 

*, senior years are linebackers Marvin Jones of 
Florida State and Steve Tovar of Ohio State 
and Texas A&M defensive back Patrick 
Bates. Jones was a consensus All-America 

as a sophomore and one of the most high- 
profile players in the country. Tovar has 
been all-Big Ten twice. Bates isn't so well 
known since he transferred from UCLA 
and only played for the first time last sea- 
son. But during the 1991 season, when 

the Aggies had the No, 2 pick in the 1992 
draft (linebacker Quentin Coryatt), one 
scout claimed you could never miss 
Bates on the A&M campus. “He obvi- 
ously was the most talented player on 
their team even last year,'the scout said. 


ee | 
REGGIE BARNES oklahoma 


The Aggies could have another first-round 
Pick in linebacker Marcus Buckley, a 6-4, 225- 
pounder who helped A&M lead the nation in 
total defense (an average of 222.4 yards per 
game). Buckley is a big guy who can run—he 
had 13 quarterback sacks last year. 

Miami will battle Notre Dame not only for the 
national title but also for the most high-round 
draft selections. In addition to Torretta, the 
Canes could place cornerback Ryan McNeil, 
wide receiver Horace Copeland, and line- 
backer Darrin Smith in the first round. McNeil 
led Miami in interceptions (five) and passes 
broken up (17) last year, and the pros like his 
intelligence as well as his physical attributes. 

Copeland is a big-play receiver who has 
size (6-3, 200) and burner speed (4.3). Seattle 
Seahawks assistant coach Bob Bratkowski, 
who was once offensive coordinator with the 
Hurricanes, said, “Horace could become one 
of the best receivers the school has ever pro- 
duced. He's not only a great deep threat, but 

continued 
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Wait Till Next Year 


he can catch the ball coming over the mid- 
dle.” One scout said, “Copeland is the jet, but 
he might not be any better than the other guy 
they have (Lamar Thomas). Both are out- 
standing players." 

Smith led Miami with 126 tackles last year 
and was a semifinalist for the Butkus Award. 
He and teammate Jesse Armstead both likely 
will go high despite being shorter (6-1) than 
most prototype NFL linebackers. 

“They're a couple of linebackers who can 
feally move," one scout said, “They're smaller 
kinds of players because Miami puts so much 
emphasis on speed. But that doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean they can't play in the pros. You 
just have to see what kind of growth potential 
they have. They are both big-time players." 

A familiar name in our mock first-round list is 
Ismail. He is Qadry Ismail, brother of Raghib 
(Rocket) Ismail, the 1991 Heisman runner-up 
from Notre Dame who would have been a first- 
rounder two drafts ago had he not signed with 
the Toronto Argonauts in the CFL. Qadry 
plays for Syracuse and, like his brother, not 
only was an excellent pass receiver but was 
11th in the nation in kickoff returns last year, 
with a 25-yard average. "He's the same style, 
the same size," said one NFL general manag- 
er. “I don't know if he'll be as good, but he'll 
get a lot of attention." 

Ismail is one of a bevy of superb receivers, 
including Miami's Copeland, Penn State's 
O.J. McDuffie (whose grandmother named 
him after O.J, Simpson), and UCLA's Sean 
LaChapelle, 

Though this likely won't be the year of the 
franchise running back, Cal's Russell White 
could be the cream of the crop. White report- 
edly had some thoughts of coming out after 
last year when he rushed for 1,177 yards. "If 
he had come out, he would have been a first- 
rounder then," said one scout. 

Another in the same situation was Michigan 
State's Tico Duckett, who had 1,204 yards 
and was tempted to come out. He and White 
will be the best pure running backs in next 
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year's draft, although Stanford's Glyn Milburn 
might be the best all-round player at the posi- 
tion, Last season, Milburn rushed for 598 
yards, caught 40 passes for 454, returned 20 
punts for 186 yards and 12 kickoffs for 276 in 
a display of versatility rare in the college or pro 
ranks. "He has tremendous speed and athlet- 
ic ability," one scout said. “You can’t go 
wrong with those kinds of players." 

O'Neal and McNeil might be the top defen- 
sive backs, but UCLA's Carlton Gray and Tex- 
as Tech's Tracy Saul may not be far behind. 
Gray was second in the nation with 10 inter- 
ceptions last year, returning one for a touch- 
down. Saul already has tied the Southwest 
Conference record for career interceptions 
(20) and is also on the verge of numerous 
SWC punt-return marks with a 10-yard per- 
return average. Will White of Florida was the 
only junior named to the coaches' all-SEC de- 
fense in '91. His next interception will set a 
‘school record. Two-time all-SWC strong safe- 
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ty Lance Gunn of Texas hits like a linebacker 
and has 10 career interceptions. 

While it appears to be an exceptional year 
for quarterbacks and linebackers and a very 
good one for wide receivers and defensive 
backs, this likely will not be a particularly 
‘strong year for offensive or defensive linemen. 
Several of the best of those came out early in 
the '92 draft (i,e., Washington's Steve Emtman 
and Stanford's Bob Whitfield) 

This year's best offensive linemen likely will 
be led by the presidentially named Lincoln 
Kennedy of Washington, Robert Stevenson of 
Florida State, and Tom Scott of East Carolina. 
Scott, known as "The Tominator” by his team- 
mates, has the kind of courage the pros like, if 
not the wisdom, Last season, he had the back 
of his head shaved before the Virginia Tech 
game in the shape of the score of the previous 
year's contest: 24-23 VPI. The 6-7, 338- 
pounder apparently helped motivate his team 
to a 24-17 victory with his heady message. 

Other potential first-round linemen include 
South Carolina's huge Ernest Dye (6-6, 335) 
and Ohio State's powerful Aaron Kline, A cou- 
ple of tight ends, Washington State's Clarence 
Williams and Notre Dame's Irv Smith, have 
already received some attention, 

Defensively, it could be even slimmer in the 
line, Alabama may have two of the finest in 
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bookends John Copeland and Eric Curry. Ju- 
nior Carl Simpson led Florida State with 11 
sacks, including three of Gino Torretta in the 
Seminoles’ 17-16 loss to Miami. Rusty Me- 
dearis had four sacks in the Hurricanes’ Or- 
ange Bowl victory over Nebraska. That raised 
his career total to 24 after just two years. Ja- 
son Gildon set an Oklahoma State standard 
with 16 sacks to lead the Big Eight last sea- 
son. Across the state, Oklahoma's Reggie 
Barnes had nine sacks and a team-high 75 
tackles for the nation’s No. 12 defense. Penn 
State tackle Tyoka Jackson paced the Nittany 
Lions with 91% sacks. Tyoka translates as “one 
who gives joy.” Opposing quarterbacks beg 
to differ. uo 
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Saluting 
those who excel 
on and off 


the field 


Warren Moon turns 36 in November, 
which means time is running out on the 
Houston quarterback's dream of playing in 
the Super Bowl. But the man who has enabled 
so many others to realize their dreams should 
make it all the way to Pasadena in January 
after he leads the Oilers to the AFC title. 

Only a handful of players in the National 
Football League earn more than Moon. But 
few are as giving of their money and their time. 
The NFL's Man of the Year in 1989, Moon is 
tireless in his efforts for (take a deep breath 
here) the March of Dimes, the United Negro 
College Fund, the Special Olympics, the Cys- 
tic Fibrosis Foundation, the American Heart 
Association, the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, 
the Urban League, Ronald McDonald House, 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, and 
Juvenile Diabetes. 

And, oh yes, in 1988 there was the Windsor 
Village Methodist Church in Houston that 
needed $200,000 to complete a community 
center. Moon decided to donate the entire 
amount. The center offers a food pantry for the 
homeless, drug counseling classes for kids, 
and aerobics for senior citizens. That same 
year, he created the Crescent Moon Founda- 
tion in Houston, a nonprofit corporation to help 
the underprivileged children in the area. 

“| don't do it for the attention," Moon has 
said. “I do it because | think it's important. 
There are so many bad influences out there. | 
don't care if a kid's rich or poor, if he lives ina 
million-dollar house or a ghetto, he is going to 
find some sick things on the street, and if we 
don't clean it up soon, we're all going to pay 
the price." 

“Warren's never seen himself as only an 
athlete,” said Moon's attorney, Leigh Stein- 
berg, whose 55 NFL clients all are contractu- 
ally bound to return something to their schools 
or communities. "He understands the concept 
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of role-modeling. In the offseason, he's got a 
schedule like the President or a senator, criss- 
crossing the country to speak, to set up pro- 
grams, and to work for charities.” 

Moon and his five sisters were raised by his 
mother in a lower-income Los Angeles neigh- 
borhood. By the time he was seven, his father 
was dead and Moon had become the man of 
the household. A career in athletics helped 
keep him out of trouble, but as a black quar- 
terback Moon was not heavily recruited. Even 
after he led the University of Washington to the 
Rose Bowl, the NFL looked the other way, and 
so Moon spent six years in Canada, where he 
took the Edmonton Eskimos to five Grey Cup 
championships. In 1984, the Oilers won a bid- 
ding war for his services and today the fran- 
chise has climbed near the top of the AFC. 
With Moon breaking virtually all of the club's 
passing records, Houston has made five 
‘straight trips to the playoffs, the longest streak 
in the NFL. Last season he completed an NFL- 
record 404 passes for a season-high 4,690 
yards en route to another Pro Bowl. 
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Warren Moon 


“| turned my obstacles into opportunities,” 
said Moon. “And if we're going to survive, 
that's what we're all going to have to do.” 

Steinberg hopes and believes there will be 
more Moons in the NFL's future. “Warren's ef- 
fect is not limited to the good he does in the 
community,” said Steinberg. “He's as strong a 
role model for athletes as I've ever seen, The 
young players watch him, and they want to 
have the same impact on and off the field. | 
would argue that the greatest impact he has is 
on the younger players.” 

Too often, all that is discussed about the 
game's so-called superstars off the field are 
their contract negotiations and their brushes 
with the law. 

“We live in an age where athletes will be 
held up and will trigger imitative behavior 
whether they want to or not,” said Steinberg 
“The definition of news is anything that's aber- 
rational. If an athlete gets up, goes to the ball- 
park, signs some autographs, gives peak per- 
formance in the game, answers questions in a 
dignified manner for reporters, signs some 
more autographs, drives home sober, and 
sleeps with his own wife, that's not news.” 

Here are some other NFL players who, well, 
don't always make news off the field. 
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BERNIE KOSAR 

Cleveland's Bernie Kosar did not go to the Pro 
Bowl last season, and some questioned why. 
He was fifth in the passer ratings in the NFL 
and second in the AFC. His interception per- 
centage (1.8) was the lowest in the confer- 
ence. Compare that with Super Bowl MVP 
Mark Rypien’s 2.6—and Kosar didn't have the 
benefit of going virtually untouched every 
week, as was the case with Rypien, who en- 
joyed maximum pass protection (Rypien was 
sacked seven times, Kosar 41). 

Kosar also removed Bart Starr from the NFL 
record book when he extended his streak of 
passes without an interception to 308. That's 
phenomenal in an era when blitzing defenses 
force quarterbacks to throw away the ball 
more than they would like. For critics of 
Kosar's streak, who suggest the Browns’ 
quarterback simply plays it safe too often by 
throwing unnecessary incompletions, it 
should be noted that he completed a higher 
percentage of passes during his streak of 308 
than Hall of Famer Starr did in his run of 294 
passes from 1964-65. 

“You like to see people like Kosar do well,” 
said Starr. “One of his strengths is his vision. 
He's done a great job." 

Kosar takes his achievements in stride; de- 
spite the almost frenzied nature of his popu- 
larity in Cleveland, he works to give something 
back to the community. He hosts a charity 
tournament for the March of Dimes, provides 
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for a scholarship to Youngstown State Univer- 
sity, his father's alma mater, and spends time 
talking to youth groups about the importance 
of academics. He was one of five finalists for 
the NFL's Man of the Year award. 

“I'm a quarterback in what most people 
deem a glamorous, publicity-filled position,” 
he said. "I don't particularly enjoy that. | would 
get more enjoyment out of just being able to 
blend in and be more a part of the team, a part 
of the community, and not such a focus of 
attention. Athletics is something great to do, 
but it doesn't last forever. If you have an edu- 
cation, it will always be there for you.” 

Said Cleveland mayor Michael White: “Yes, 
| want to go to the Super Bowl. | would like to 
go for the next 10 years. But | would rather see 
Bernie continue doing what he's doing for the 
community than win one Super Bowl.” 


ANTHONY MUNOZ & LOMAS BROWN 
Two of the game's outstanding tackles, ac- 
customed to accolades for the punishment 
they deliver on Sundays, were honored for the 
pleasure and the care they provide during the 
week. Cincinnati's Anthony Munoz, undoubt- 
edly the finest offensive lineman of the past 
decade, was celebrated as the NFL Man of 
the Year (chosen by a media panel from a 
group of 28 players—one per team—who ex- 
cel on and off the field) for the work he does at 
the Children's Hospital Medical Center of Cin- 
cinnati. Other charities that have benefited 
from Munoz's efforts include Athletes in Ac- 
tion, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the Unit- 
‘ed Appeal, and the Salvation Army. 

“As athletes we have many goals,” said Mu- 
noz. “But | think the challenge of any profes- 
sional community is to try to accomplish 
something else, something that's going to last 
longer than a football career. It's nice to win a 
game, but it's really nice to see the face of a 
youngster who has succeeded,” 

Detroit's Lomas Brown, who made his sec- 
‘ond Pro Bowl trip in January (nine short of 
Munoz’s record), received one of the league's 
“Extra Effort” awards for his work with 
children. A long-time volunteer in the Big 
Brothers/Big Sistérs organization, Brown has 
a foundation in the Detroit area that offers two 
annual college scholarships. His “75 for 75" 
program (he wears that number) takes 75 chil- 
dren from the Big Brothers/Big Sisters to a 
Lions game. 
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“Most of my efforts are directed toward 
helping children,” said Brown. “Kids hold a 
special place for me. They are a precious re- 
source. It's important for all of us to protect 
and help them any way we can.” 


SAM MILLS 

Like Houston's Moon, Sam Mills of the New 
Orleans Saints did not take a direct route to 
the NFL. Who, after all, was interested in a 5- 
foot-9 linebacker? Ten years ago, Mills was a 
high school photography teacher in New Jer- 
sey. But he persisted, paying his dues with the 
Toronto Argonauts of the CFL and then with 
the Philadelphia Stars of the United States 
Footbal League before Stars coach Jim Mora 
got the Saints job and brought Mills with him to 
New Orleans. 

That was six years ago, and Mills probably 
hasn't missed a tackle since. This past sea- 
son, he made his third Pro Bow! appearance, 
and there likely would have been more had he 
not at times been overshadowed by the other 
outstanding members of the Saints’ lineback- 
ing corps: Pat Swilling, Rickey Jackson, and 
Vaughan Johnson. On the field, Mills goes 
sideline to sideline in pursuit of the ball. Off the 
field, he regularly speaks to youth groups 
about work ethic, about overcoming the odds. 
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Mills was not aggressively pursued out of 
high school and attended Montclair State Col- 
lege, not exactly a football factory for the NFL. 
“| thought about quitting school,” he told a 
class of students seeking a high school equiv- 
alency degree at a New Orleans trade school, 
“but | persevered.” His message: “Don't let 
others decide what you can or cannot do.” At 
5-fo0t-9, you might even play linebacker in the 
National Football League 


MARTIN MAYHEW 
Last year was memorable for the Washington 
Redskins as they became the fourth team to 
win three Super Bowls. But it was special for 
some individuals even without the latest ring 
The Redskins boast a number of players who 
are as valuable to their communities as they 
are to team owner Jack Kent Cooke 

Perhaps most interesting among the Red- 
skins is Martin Mayhew. After playing in the 
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shadow of the more flamboyant Deion Sand- 
ers at Florida State, Mayhew has established 
himself as a solid cornerback opposite Darrell 
Green. Prior to Washington's championship 
season, Mayhew traveled to Africa to spend a 
week touring Senegal and Mali. The by-prod- 
uct of that trip was Mayhew's raising money 
for the construction of a deep-water well in 
northern Senegal. 

“It could make a big difference in lives over 
there for a long time,” said Mayhew. “We've 
had running water here for so long that we 
forget what it's like not to have it. You have 
women over there who have to walk two hours 
to get water for the day's cooking or washing. 
It's backbreaking work. A well is also a safe- 
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guard against droughts, which are devastat- 
ing to those villages. A drought will break up a 
family and leave only a few people in what had 
been a village of 100 or 200. Droughts are a 
way of life, and there's a bad one every three 
or four years over there. Africare is trying to 
educate people about irrigation and how to 
raise their crops more efficiently. But that's 
where the wells are needed. That's where we 
can do some good.” 

Perennial all-pro teammate Darrell Green 
founded the Youth Life Foundation and has an 
annual golf tournament that benefits Hope 
Springs Farm for underprivileged children 
Green, perhaps best known as the NFL's fast- 
est man, has testified at a Senate judiciary 
panel for drug prevention while working for 
several anti-drug campaigns. Linebacker Kurt 
Gouveia, a Honolulu native, pays for an annu- 
al scholarship for a student from his high 
school who attends college on the mainland. 
He also works for the Make-A-Wish Founda- 
tion and the “No Hope in Dope” campaign in 
Hawaii. Mark Rypien hosts a golf tournament 
every year for Cystic Fibrosis. 


NICK LOWERY 

During the last decade, no kicker has been 
more productive than Nick Lowery, the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs’ all-time leading scorer. For 
that matter, no one in NFL history can match 


Lowery for field-goal accuracy (79.3 percent) 
and 100-point seasons (nine). He's a long- 
running success story, as is his association 
with United Cerebral Palsy. 

In 1983, Lowery developed his “Kick with 
Nick" program, patterning it after a fund-rais- 
ing effort the Chargers’ Rolf Benirschke led for 
the San Diego Zoo, called “Kicks for Critters.” 
He made his choice based on the fact that his 
aunt, Margaret Lowery, suffered from cerebral 
palsy. Actually the idea to give something 
back to the community came to Lowery during 
the seven-week players strike of 1982 

“During the strike, it occurred to me that 
people had this impression that all we were 
worried about was money,” Lowery said 
“Benirschke had a program that was one of 
the first to combine what he was doing on the 
field with an off-the-field fund-raising effort.” 
For each point he scores, Lowery matches 
funds from contributors. "Kick With Nick" has 
raised more than $400,000. 

“It's easy to lose sight of how lucky we are," 
he said. "Working with the children at the cen- 
ter is very rewarding. | have found the more 
I've gotten involved, the more I've benefited 
from it. Letting them know that we care makes 
a big difference in their lives.” 

There are others who have tried to make a 
difference. New York Giants’ defensive end 
Leonard Marshall is the national co-chairman 
of the Leukemia Society and also dedicates 
his efforts to Cystic Fibrosis and the Special 
Olympics. Andre Waters, the hard-hitting 


Bijan Yablonsky Jim Harbaugh 
safety of the Philadelphia Eagles, has a softer 
touch off the field, where he devotes his atten- 
tion to the Special Olympics and to drug-pre- 
vention and rehabilitation among his area's 
youth. The NFL gave “Extra Effort” awards to 
Kansas City defensive end Bill Maas, who or- 
ganized a tribute to those who served in Oper- 
ation Desert Storm; to San Francisco corner- 
back Kevin Lewis for his work in behalf of 
Stanford University's Children’s Hospital; and 
to Chicago quarterback Jim Harbaugh, a fre- 
quent visitor and contributor to the Uhlich Chil- 
dren's Home for the neglected and abused. 
Here's to the Class of Football—to all of 
those who have made a difference. Qa 
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Pittsburgh, Cowher has to choose between 
Neil O'Donnell and Bubby Brister, both of 
whom started for a while in Noll's final season. 

There are even more unsettled situations 
among the AFC's featured runners. With Bo 
Jackson and Roger Craig gone and Marcus 
Allen now 32, the Raiders are backing and 
filling in their backfield. They made a draft-day 
deal to obtain the aging and unhappy Eric 
Dickerson from the Colts. Seattle still hasn't 
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(2) Is it time for some new team to take its 
dubious turn representing the American 
Football Conference in the Super Bowl? 


SUPER BOWL CONTENDERS 

How about the Houston Oilers, one of the few 
Super virgins left? The Oilers ‘are one of just 
four AFC teams (Cleveland, San Diego, and 
Seattle are the others) never to qualify for Su- 
per Sunday. The Oilers built the sort of de- 
fense that can beat NFC powers. They also 
have the motivation, since they are nearing 
the end of the Warren Moon era. Moon is 35 
now, and if Houston is going to do it, it will 
have to be soon. 

Ifnot the Oilers, the AFC champion will likely 
be a team of familiar faces, Denver or Buffalo, 
The Broncos are resurgent, having used a 
fifth-place schedule and a rebuilt defense to 
come within four points of their fifth Super 
Bowl appearance last January. Buffalo re- 
mains a team of great offensive talent with 
enough weapons to beat most opponents. 

All of the AFC contenders are seriously 
flawed, For instance, the Oilers seem to be 
chronic complainers, possibly an inheritance 
from Jerry Glanville’s term as coach. When 
Atlanta unexpectedly guaranteed an 
$800,000-a-year contract and signed 35- 
year-old wide receiver Drew Hill from the Oil- 
ers’ Plan B list, there was much grumbling 
from his former teammates, Meanwhile, pass 
rusher Lee Williams, who missed most of the 
season after Houston paid a high price to get 
him from San Diego, insisted that the left-end 
Position be returned to him. Never mind that 
incumbent William Fuller had the best year of 
his career, leading the AFC with 15 sacks. 
And Moon himself has had a running battle 
with the front office over money owed him. 

Denver's flaw is that its meal ticket, quarter- 
back John Elway, underwent offseason sur- 
gery on his passing shoulder. Without a 
healthy Elway, the Broncos are no more than 
interesting spoilers 

With Bruce Smith unable to play for most of 
the season because of a gimpy knee, the Bills’ 
Pass rush went south, the sack total dropping 
from 43 to 31. Overall, the Bills finished next to 
last in AFC defense. There is no assurance 
that Smith is fine. 
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Other dark-horse teams are flawed. Kansas 
City is aging, limited on offense, and playing a 
long shot, ex-Seahawk Dave Krieg, at quarter- 
back. The Raiders and the Jets have unset- 
tled quarterback situations, 


COACHING 

The rest of the AFC is still introducing itself to 
one another. There has been a 57 percent 
changeover in head coaches in the last two 
years. During that time the entire AFC Central 
tured over. This year alone there are five new 
coaches in the conference. 

The most convulsive changes are in Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati, and Seattle. The Chuck Noll 
era, which lasted for 23 seasons, is over in 
Pittsburgh. Bill Cowher, not a household name 
while serving as Kansas City's defensive co- 
ordinator, is his successor. As Noll was begin- 
ning his rookie year in Three Rivers Stadium, 
Cowher was beginning seventh grade. David 
Shula, even younger than Cowher, attempts to 
settle the turmoil left over from Sam Wyche's 
stressful last year with the Bengals. Many of 
the Seahawks never knew a pro head coach 
other than Chuck Knox, but at least his suc- 
cessor, ex-general manager Tom Flores, was 
on the scene. 

The tasks of Ted Marchibroda in Indianapo- 
lis and Bobby Ross in San Diego are less 
complex, Marchibroda simply has to lift the 
Colts out of their 1-15 pit. The Chargers have 
been down for so long, all Ross has to do is 
reach respectability—at least for now. 

Coaching isn't the only job in transition in 
the AFC. There are five teams whose quarter- 
back positions have changed or may undergo 
change by opening day. Kansas City 
dropped Steve DeBerg in favor of another 
veteran, Krieg. With Krieg 
gone via Plan B, Flores will 
start over, if not with pro. 


One thing the AFC needs desperately is an 
influx of impact players. There haven't been 
many in the last three years, Consider the 
field: defensive tackle Cortez Kennedy in Se- 
attle, linebacker Junior Seau in San Diego, 
tight end Eric Green in Pittsburgh, linebacker 
Mike Croel in Denver, running back Leonard 
Russell and offensive tackle Pat Harlow in 
New England, maybe safety Eric Turner in 
Cleveland, and, if there has been such a thing 
as any impact at all in Indianapolis, quarter- 
back Jeff George. 

This year's draft has potential, particularly 
with defensive lineman Steve Emtman in Indi- 
anapolis, safety Dale Carter in Kansas City's 
aging secondary, fullback Tommy Vardell in 
Cleveland, giant defensive lineman Chester 
McGlockton in the Raiders’ run-susceptible 
line, and cornerback Troy Vincent and pass 
rusher Marco Coleman, reinforcements for Mi- 
ami's woeful defense. 

Those on the spot in the AFC this season: 
Warren Moon—He is in charge of Houston's 
last chance. 

Bruce Smith—If he’s healthy, he has to 
make the difference in Buffalo's sagging de- 
fense. 

® Blair Thomas—The Jets need him to pro- 
duce 1,000 yards while they break in Brown- 
ing Nagle, the new quarterback. 

® Tom Olivadotti—Like Miami defensive coor- 
dinators of the recent unhappy past, he’s run- 
ning out of time. 

@ Eric Dickerson—The Raiders need him to 
reach back into his prime for a 1,000-yard 
season. 

© Dave Krieg—The Chiefs can't go far without 
viable quarterbacking. 
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COACH ALL THE REAL PRO TEAMS WITH 
THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 


You Make All the Coaching Decisions Yourself! 


It’s true! You can coach each of the 28 pro teams in your own home. You get 32 player cards per club——a total of 896 cards 
in all—and many more are available if you want to expand your rosters. 

As coach, you'll choose the starting lineups and make the sideline decisions a real pro coach makes. (In fact, you can be 
more than merely a coach. You can be a general manager, owner and commissioner as well. You can make trades. You can 
even create your own league and draft players from scratch!) 

On offense, you'll call the plays. You can select any one of seven scrimmage 
are included in APBA as well), and there is a variety of formations from which to run them. On 
call certain unorthodox plays, among them a halfback pass, end around and fake kick. At times, you may elect 
“audible” (a change in the play you originally sent in). 


plays (not counting kicking plays, all of which 
a limited basis, you may also 
t to call an 


On defense, you can set your unit primarily to stop eithe: 


substitutions can be important, too: you may insert a fifth (or 


juggle your linemen and linebackers, depending on the do 
ratings against a run than against a pass, or vice versa. 


in or a pass, whichever you antic! Defensive “situation” 
en a sixth) back when you expect a pass, and you'll want to 
wn and the distance to go, because many of them have better 
You can “key” on a particular ballcarrier or “double-cover” a 


you can stack up in a “goal line defense.” 


dangerous recelver. You can blitz and, in short yardage situations, 


PLACE KICK sow 


ALSO: APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL COMPUTER GAME! 


APBA Football is available in IBM format software, too! In fact, the computer version has even 
more features than the board game! Let us send you a full-color brochure on this game. Just check 
the second block on the coupon below, or ask for computer football information when you call. 


GET FREE SAMPLE CARD RIGHT AWAY! 


For a FREE sample of one of the 896 players’ cards in the 
current edition of APBA Football, along with a full-color 
brochure describing the game in detail, send us the coupon 
below, or call our toll-free APBA ORDER SERVICE number 
above the coupon. 


for toll-free Order Service ONLY, call 


1-800-334-APBA 


ask for extension 10F 
operators on duty Monday through Friday 
8 A.M. - 12 P.M. and 7 P.M. - 5 P.M. (Eastern Time) 


APBA GAME COMPANY, INC. 
1001-10F Millersville Road 

Post Office Box 4547 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 


Please rush me FREE sample player card and 17" x 12” full-color brochure 
describing the APBA Pro League Football board Game. 


(Send me a brochure on the APBA Pro League Football computer Game. 


TRUE-TO-LIFE STATISTICS 


APBA players will perform realistically in virtually every 
phase of play. They'll mirror their actual records in the follow- 
ing statistical categories: 

%* RUSHING 

%* PASSING 

%* PASS RECEIVING 
* INTERCEPTIONS 
* SACKS 


% PLACE KICKING 

* PUNTING 

%* PUNT RETURNS 

* KICKOFF RETURNS: 
* AND MORE! 


Officially Licensed Products 


©Copyright 1992 


APBA Game Company, Inc. 


1001-10F Millersville Road pais. 
Post Office Box 4547 Address 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 city State Zip 
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HOUSTON OILERS 
It's now or never for the Oilers, Judging quar- 
terback Warren Moon by his birth certificate is 
dangerous, but the fact is that he'll be 36 be- 
fore the playoffs. More vexing is his team- 
mates’ thinning resolve. 

The feeling around Houston, however, is 
that the Oilers are set this year for one last, 
grand shot at playing in a Super Bowl for the 
first time. They were in position to do it a year 
ago. They outplayed Washington right in RFK 
Stadium at midseason, losing only when their 
kicker missed an easy field goal. With two 
games to play, they clinched their first outright 
division championship since their AFL days. 
After that they had no finishing kick. A final- 
game loss to the underdog Giants cost them a 
vital home game in the playoffs. They nearly 
let the wild-card Jets off the hook in the open- 
ing round. Then they allowed John Elway and 
Denver to beat them with a last-minute drive in 
the semifinals. 

The talent is still there. The ability to “get it 
done" at last is arguable. The front office took 
a couple of major risks in the offseason. One 
was to trade Allen Pinkett, the leading rusher, 
to New Orleans for a fifth-round draft choice, 
The other was to expose veteran wide receiv- 
er Drew Hill to Plan B free agency. Atlanta 


CURTIS DUNCAN 


stunned the Oilers by guaranteeing about $1 
trillion to sign Hill. Those two moves subtract- 
ed more than 2,500 yards in total offense. 

The loss of Hill, especially, did not go down 
well with his teammates. “When you expect to 
win and go to the Super Bowl, you have to do 
what it takes to keep your best players,” ob- 


served receiver Haywood Jeffires. "Do you 
want to win it all? This tells me we're going 
backward." Moon commented that it was a 
“big, big loss." Jeff Query of Green Bay was 
signed as a Plan B replacement, but Query’s 
career reception total is 26 fewer than the 90 
balls Hill caught last year. 
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OILERS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING —Howfield, 64 points on 25 extra points and 13 field 


USING Pit, 720 yas on 171 caries, 42 avg, 9 
PSS 5 tees 40 yt 
Fis 100 receptions for 1,181 yards, 11.8 avg, 
INTERCEPTIONS —Dishman, 6 for 61 yards, 10.2 ave 
GH, 48 punts, 43:9 avg. longest 60 


yards 
PUNT ais Coleman, 22 for 138 yards, 6.3 aver- 
11h 


KICKOFF RETUANS—Pinkett, 26 for 508 yards, 19.5 av- 


erage 
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WARREN MOON 


In defense of those decisions, remember 
that every receiver in the run-and-shoot of- 
fense catches a lot of passes. The skill is in 
what each does after he makes the catch. 
Hill's average, 12.3 yards, was by far the low- 
est of his career. Besides, he’s now 35. On the 
other hand, that 12.3 was the second-best of 
the four starters. As for Pinkett, coach Jack 
Pardee decided that Lorenzo White, who ran 
efficiently in the playoffs, was the guy he want- 
ed in the starting -backfield. White had the 
same per-carry average as Pinkett, but Loren- 
20's longest run was 20 yards. 

Despite the controversial moves, the Oilers 
still have a great deal going for them, starting 
with Moon and including one of the better of- 
fensive lines and an outstanding defense. 
Moon led the NFL with 4,690 yards. He also 
threw for 23 touchdowns and a league lead- 
ing 21 interceptions. But interceptions are a 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL. 


given in the high-risk run-and-shoot. Moon's 
worth goes far beyond statistics. He is a su- 
perb leader whose hunger for a Super Bow! 
ting may be the team's foremost impetus. Jef- 
fires, a Pro Bowler, led the NFL with 100 
catches, including seven touchdowns, for 
1,181 yards. The negatives were the two 
passes he dropped late in the playoff loss to 
Denver. Ernest Givins just missed 1,000 
yards, gaining 996 on his 70 receptions. Cur- 
tis Duncan caught 55, Little-used Leonard 
Harris may battle Query for the fourth spot. 

The offensive line is big and experienced. 
Center Bruce Matthews was selected to his 
sixth Pro Bowl, left guard Mike Munchak to his 
seventh. They are surrounded by gritty right 
guard Doug Dawson, who battled back from 
an Achilles tendon injury after a four-season 
layoff, and tackles David Williams and Don 
Maggs. Versatile second-year pro John Flan- 
nery may force his way in somewhere. The 
depth is sound. 

White carried the ball 110 times for 465 
yards, but Pardee needs more dimension at 
running back. He may experiment with eighth- 
round draftee Bucky Richardson and Gary 
Brown, essentially good athletes without a po- 
sition. Brown played some as a rookie after 
playing safety and running back at Penn 
State. As Texas A&M's freshman quarterback, 
Richardson was the Most Valuable Player in 
the Cotton Bowl. As a senior last year, he was 
MVP in the Southwest Conference. He is an 
outstanding athlete whom the Oiler brass are 
dying to use somewhere. 

Houston had four defensive starters in the 
Pro Bowl: cornerback Cris Dishman, end Wil- 


RAY 
CHILDRESS 


liam Fuller, tackle Ray Childress, and middle 
linebacker Al Smith. Childress is the NFL's 
premier tackle in a four-man line and a leader 
on Moon's level. His absence due to injury in 
the playoff loss to Denver was traumatic. Dish- 
man, an erratic player who took bad penalties 
under former coach Jerry Glanville, became 
disciplined under Pardee. Fuller led the AFC 
with 15 sacks in a career year. Smith is an 
overachiever whose recognition was overdue. 

No AFC defense has a line as deep as 
Houston's. The Oilers had 45 sacks, with most 
of the push coming from up front. End Sean 
Jones had 10 and Childress seven. Reinforce- 
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ments are coming. Lee Williams, the ex- 
Charger who cost Houston a first-round draft 
choice, broke his arm after recording three 
sacks last year. Doug Smith, an enormous 
tackle, can be dominant when healthy. 
Outside linebacker Lamar Lathon should 
become a star in his third pro season. Johnny 
Meads, Lathon's partner, had a down year, 
but there is no one around to challenge him. 
Dishman may need a new partner, since cor- 
nerback Richard Johnson has off-the-field 
troubles which may take him out of uniform. 


MIKE MUNCHAK 


Pardee might try Mike Dumas, ordinarily a 
safety. Bo Orlando's play at free safety was 
one of the highlights of 1991. Bubba McDow- 
ellis a banger at strong safety. 

Al Del Greco arrived late in the year and 
upgraded the place-kicking with 10 of 13 field 
goals, but he may have cost Houston a shot at 
the Super Bowl by blowing a short field goal 
against the Broncos in the playoff game. Punt- 
er Greg Montgomery averaged 43.9 yards 
The Oilers need return men, but the coverage 
of both punts and kickoffs is good. 

Mysteriously, the Oilers used their top draft 
pick for a project, Alabama State linebacker 
Eddie Robinson. Wide receivers Corey Harris 
of Vanderbilt and Mario Bailey of Washington 
should enter into the contest for Drew Hill's 
job. The pick they got for Pinkett was used for 
Oklahoma linebacker Joe Bowden. Georgia 
Tech's Mike Mooney and Tennessee's Ber- 
nard Dafney are monster tackles. General 
manager Mike Holovak often finds gold in the 
late rounds, eg., Dishman and Smith. 
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FREE GIFT! 


Subscribe to Steelers Digest before Sept. 
15, 1992 and you'll receive a FREE 
copy of the official Pittsburgh Steelers 
1992 Media Guide. In it you'll find: 
@ Player profiles & photos. 
e Complete individual and team 
records. 
e Franchise history. 
@ 1991 season in review and a 
‘92 preview. 
e Player, team statistics and more! 


Follow the Steclerw... 


STRIDE FOR STRIDE! 


CATCH ALL THE ACTION! 


e Game Coverage eAction Photos eTop Columnists 
e Previews & Rosters e Player Features & Much More 
Plus, you'll get a weekly column from 
Myron Cope and Will McDonough. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-334-4005 


The Pittsburgh Steelers and new 
head coach Bill Cowher are 
excited about the ‘92 season 
and are determined to become a 
dominating team once again. 
And nobody covers the Black 
& Gold like the Steelers Digest, 
the official publication of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Published 
weekly August through the play- 
offs and four times during the 
offseason, you get 26 big issues 
in all for only $32.95. No Steel- 
ers fan should be without 
Steelers Digest! 


1 O Yes! Enter my subscription to Steelers Digest for the term indicated below. 
| have enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card) 
‘Check one: 
O 1-year (26 issues)—s32.95° 


HG 2-years(52 issues)—s54.95° Divisa Clue Damex Doiscoven 
fC 3-years(78issues|—s79.95° 


1 Fla. residents add 6%2%salestax. Exp. Date 
Ch checknereitarenewal Can gyg 


O Seng my subscription 1st Class Mail 
've enclosed an additional $35.00 per year. 


Check one: 
D tenciose payment with order 


| crvstareze 
| “Please add $2.00 per year for postage and handling of Media Guide. 
| ‘Send payment to: 
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Steelers Digest. P.O. Box 92, Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0082 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FrEE: 1-800-334-4005 » fj 


NOTE: Canadian & Mexican subscribers please add $6.00 & pay in U.S. funds 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

You don't want to be the coach who succeeds 
Chuck Noll, winner of four Super Bowls, archi- 
tect of the Pittsburgh's Steelers’ era of glory. 
You want to be the coach who succeeds the 
coach who succeeds Noll. Bill Cowher had no. 
choice. The Steelers offered the job to the ex- 
Kansas City defensive coordinator. Cowher is 
a Pittsburgh guy. He walks the walk, talks the 
talk. He is the man, after 23 years, who now 
occupies Noll's office. 

Cowher is not in an enviable position. The 
Steelers do not have a bellwether ball carrier. 
Merril Hoge, their admirable but limited utility 
man, has been the leading rusher for the last 
two seasons. There is no game-breaking re- 
ceiver. Louis Lipps, at 30, is coming off a 55- 
catch season, but he had the lowest yards- 
per-reception average of his career, The 
quarterback is either Bubby Brister or Neil 
O'Donnell, Does it make a difference? 

Not only that, but Cowher is in the middle of 
a philosophical U-turn. The Noll era ended 
amid coach/player conflicts and scouting de- 
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‘STEELERS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Anderson, 10 points.on 31 extra points and 28 fed 
goals... 7th 

RUSHING—Hoge, 610 yards on 165 caries, 3.7 avg, 2 
TOs... 16h 

PASSING—O'Donnel, 156 of 286 atlempls for 1,969 yards and 
4170s... 7th 

RECEIVING—Lipps, 55 rections for 671 yards, 122 avg, 2 
TDs... T15th 

INTERCEPTIONS —Everet, 4 for 53 aids, 18:3 average... Tath 
PUNTING—Stiyzinski, 74 punts, 40.5 avg,, longest 63 
yards. th 

PUNT RETURNS—Woodson, 28 for 320 yards, 11.4 av- 
erage... 181 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Woodson, 44 for 880 yards, 20.0 av- 
erage. th 

‘SACKS—Willams, 90 sacks... T6th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

‘August 8 PHILADELPHIA (N) 
47 ALNew Orleans (N) 
23 Ai Chicago (N) 
20 _NEW YORK GIANTS (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 

September 6 ALHouston 63 
43. NEW YORKJETS . 
20 ‘San Diego 26-20 
27 NGreen Bay . 

October 4 OPEN DATE a 
11 AtCleveland 1417 
49 CINCINNATI(N) ce TAD 
25 AtKansas City (N) 

November 1 HOUSTON 226-14 
8 AtButalo 34-52 
46. DETROIT ty 
22 INDIANAPOLIS Seaprus2US 
29 ACincinati 33-27 

December 6 SEATTLE ae 
43. AtChicago < 
20. MINNESOTA. ae 
27 CLEVELAND, 4740 


partment/coaching staff conflicts. Instead of 
adjusting to their material, the Steelers, for the 
last few years, tried to force square pegs into 
their round holes. The idea seemed to be 
“Here is the game plan, go find the most suit- 
able players to execute it and, for that matter, 
the opponents most vulnerable to it.” It 
doesn't work that way in the NFL. 

The restructuring of the Steelers is in the 
hands of team president Dan Rooney and 
Tom Donahoe, the personnel man who was 
promoted to director of football operations. 
“For whatever reason,” said Donahoe, "the 
last couple of years we've been out of sync. 
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The relationship between the coaching staff 
a and the personnel department was not what it 
& Needs to be in order to make this thing work.” 
= In this new era, Cowher, at 33 the youngest 
coach in the league after David Shula, the 
rookie at Cincinnati, may be the subject of an 
extended audition. He feels the Steelers must 
“refocus” rather than rebuild, “My philosophy 
is that if you have talent, you adapt a system 
that will best utilize that talent. If your system 
does not allow you to do that, what you must 
then do is broaden your system.” Translation 

No more square pegs in round holes. 
After two years of turmoil over the compli- 


Walton, the Steelers come under the more 
simplified rule of Ron Erhardt, to whom 
Cowher handed the offense as soon as he 
hired him. “| like that run-action," said Erhardt, 
who coached Bill Parcells's Super Bowl of- 
fense for the Giants, “that good play-action 
stuff. It's been successful over the years.” 

The question is, who runs the offense at 
quarterback? Brister struggled through the 
Walton years and last season was further hin- 
dered by a knee injury which required sur- 
gery. He also lost his job to O'Donnell. Brister 
may have a better arm and be more mobile, 
but he threatens to go through life making 
wrong decisions. O'Donnell had some good 
and bad moments. The Steelers look as if they 
need a quarterback of the future. 

Hoge is'a fine player who had almost 1,000 
yards in total offense. But he has no business 
being a feature back. Tim Worley's career is 
‘on hold, if not ended, as a result of another 
drug suspension. Barry Foster is a fullback- 
type who looks good at times, uninterested at 
other times. He averaged 5.1 yards in about a 
half-season of work. 

The Steelers have three-fifths of a good line. 
Dermontti Dawson is one of the better centers 
in the NFL. John Jackson, the big left tackle, is 
nearly as efficient. Carlton Haselrig, the wres- 
tler who was converted to pro football, arrived 
as the starting right guard in ‘91 and may stay 
there through the turn of the century. Three 
other guards were left unprotected in Plan B, 
which may tell you something. Tunch likin, 


once an _all-pro tackle, is 35 and Tom Rick- 
etts has been a flop. Top draft choice Leon 
Searcy of Miami should play for a football gen- 
eration. 

Pittsburgh used its second and third draft 
choices in '91 to select wide receivers Jeff 
Graham and Emie Mills. Between them they 
caught five passes. At least Mills led in spe- 
Cial-teams tackles. With the offense undergo- 
ing a simplification, Graham and Mills may 
have much wider roles. Dwight Stone had 32 
Catches for a 20.3-yard average and five 
touchdowns, but he drops too many passes. 
Fourth-round '92 draftee Charles Davenport is 
no burner but he is a big target (6-3, 206). 
Erhardt's affection for play-action should 
make Eric Green, the huge tight end, even 
more prominent if he can control his weight. 
Green caught 41 passes and led the team 


TIME OUT 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS FREE OFFER 


TIME OUT! Let’s take time to celebrate the first ever 
outright AFC CENTRAL DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP. What 
a great year it was, yet it ended a few games too soon. 

Oiler News, entering its second year, would like to celebrate 

by giving you this FREE offer. You can receive the Official 1992 
Oilers Media Guide along with your paid subscription to Oiler 
‘News. Imagine, you will be the most informed fan on your block. 
‘The Media Guide is 250-plus pages of every statistical fact ever 
recorded by the Oilers, and Oiler News... . well, just read on .. . 
our editors will be at each game, every practice and sometimes 
inside the huddle, delivering you the inside story on the players, 
coaches, the front office and the entire NFL... . plus, game 
previews, slats, standings and much, much more including predic- 
tions of the winners on the weekly schedule. 

Sign up for subscription TODA Y and we willsend you your 
FREE, 1992 Official Houston Oilers Media Guide before the 
regular season starts. We will enter your name as a subscriber for ; j 

26 issues, at the low, low price of $27.95. That's a savings of : 4 1 


Gosh! Moon and 
this ‘Run N Shoot’ 
is wearing me out! 


more than $35 off the regular newsstand price . . . plus a 
FREE Media Guide. Media Guides will be sent only with 
your paid-in-full subscription. Start enjoying the excite- 
ment by being the most informed Oilers fan around. 


An Official Houston Oilers Publication 
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with six touchdown receptions. Adrian Cop- 
per, Green's backup and sometime cohort in 
the double-tight-end attack, was voted the 
Steelers’ Rookie of the Year. 

Defensively, the Steelers fell from No.1 in 
the NFL in 1990 to 22nd. The pass defense 
that allowed only nine touchdowns in '90 al- 
lowed 21. Dom Capers, the secondary coach 
at New Orleans, was hired as the new defen- 
sive coordinator, but Cowher himself will have 
a hand in fashioning the new Steeler defense. 

The line was a major issue between the for- 
mer coaching staff and the personal depart- 
ment. In the previous four drafts, three defen- 
sive linemen (Aaron Jones, Ken Davidson, 


and Craig Veasey) were selected in the first 
two rounds. None is playing a prominent role 
yet. Huey Richardson, last year's No. 1, was 
drafted as a pass-rushing outside linebacker, 
so the coaches tried to switch him inside. In 
order to jump-start the pass rush, Cowher 
needs Richardson, Jones, and Davidson to 
produce. Gerald Williams is the best lineman 
and Donald Evans is a contributor. Nose tack- 


le Joel Steed of Colorado may have been a 
steal in the third round. 

The defensive studs are linebacker Greg 
Lloyd, voted the team's Most Valuable Player; 
linebacker Jerrold Williams, who led the team 
with nine sacks; corner Rod Woodson, who 
went to his third Pro Bowl; and Williams. Hardy 


‘ROD WOODSON 


Nickerson, who led the team in tackles, David 
Little, and outside man Bryan Hinkle are the 
other starting linebackers. Jerrol Williams and 
No. 2 pick Levon Kirkland of Clemson should 
push Hinkle, who was exposed to Plan B 
along with Little. All the backs , corner David 
Johnson, strong safety Camell Lake, and free 
safety Thomas Everett, as well as Woodson, 
had sub-par years. 

Gary Anderson had a normal season for 
him, with 23 of 33 field goals. The Steelers 
swapped punters with Tampa Bay, losing Dan 
Stryzinski and gaining Mark Royals. The Bucs 
seemed to get the better of the Plan B sign- 
ings. Woodson led the AFC in punt returns 
and finished high in kickoff returns 
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BERNIE KOSAR 


BROWNS 1991 ‘AFC RANKINGS: 
SCORING—Stover, 81 points on 23 extra points and 16 field 
goals. 10h 

RUSHING—Mack, 726 yards on 197 cartes, 37 avg, 8 
TOs... 11th 

Lad 907 of 494 atempls for 3.487 yards and 18 


TEENS 64 receptions for 906 yards, 142 avg, 3 


INTERCEPTIONS—Braggs, 3 for 15 yards, ,0 average, .. Th 
PUNTING= Hanson, 80 punts, 42.5 avg, longest 65 yards... 7th 
PUNT RETURNS—Siaughter, 17 for 112 yards, 6.6 av- 
erage unranked 

Rare _AETURNSMaal, 28 for 351 yrds, 183 a 


SAUNS—Pey BS sas, T7h 


‘SCHEDULE 

8 ATLANTA (N) 

45 At New York Giants (N) 
24 MINNESOTA (N) 

26 At Tampa Bay (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Seplember 6 Alndaepos 

4 MIAMI(N) .... 

20. Alls Angels Raiders” 
27 DENVER 

4 


‘August 
1991 SCORES 
80 


October OPEN OTE 
1 PITTSBURGH... 1744 
18 GREENBAY ... yi 
25 AUNeWEngland 120-0 


November ACincinnat .... oo 128 


6 CINCINNATI 

13° AtDetiot 
20 HOUSTON ¢ 
27 NPittsburgh 


December 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 

Browns’ loyalists are still trying to decide 
about Bill Belichick. Is he the reincarnation of 
Blanton Collier or merely another bloodless 
technocrat? He was Collier-like in the first half 
of his rookie season as head coach, compil- 
ing a 4-4 record with a team that required 
exhuming rather than rebuilding. In the sec- 
ond half, the Browns lost their way, winning 
just two games and losing six. Their typical 
victory was an exercise in reducing the mar- 
gin of error to the minimum. Quarterback Ber- 
nie Kosar had a nine-game streak in which he 
did not throw an interception. Along the way 
he broke the NFL record for consecutive 
passes without an interception, 

Technically, there is little to quibble about in 
assessing Belichick's work. But can he man- 
age Step 2? That is, the advancement beyond 
Xs and Os. Among the questions about the 
young coach are whether he can handle the 
stronger personalities on his team as well as 


the outside distractions that every NFL coach 
has to deal with. For instance, Belichick 
seemed to go out of his way to alienate the 
Cleveland press, which can only create an 
eventual and unnecessary problem. 

Then there are the expectations—always 
high—of owner Art Modell, who seemed con- 
vinced after the 4-4 start that the Browns were 
going to the playoffs. To Modell, there were 
times in September when Belichick looked 
more like Don Shula than Blanton Collier. The 
fact is the Browns could slip back in 1992, not 
to the 3-13 of two years ago, but back to 
worse than last year's 6-10. The Browns are 
still half-baked. They have some good young 
talent, yet they are old in vulnerable spots. 
They don't have the top-caliber tight end their 
conservative offense needs, nor do they have 
the feature ball carrier and the complete of- 
fensive line to protect Kosar, their meal ticket. 
Their defense is in transition 

Belichick is trying to buy some time. The 
evidence is James Brooks, the former Cincin- 
nati star who was signed as an expensive Plan 
B free agent. A few years ago, Brooks was 
one of the best all-round backs in the NFL. He 
has had a long (11 years), productive career, 
partly because he was used as a spot player 
by the San Diego Chargers in his early sea- 
sons. He hasn't been banged around as 
much as some other diminutive running 
backs. It could be that he'll provide the 
Browns with one more good year, But remem- 


ber that he operated behind a quality line and 
with a versatile attack in most of his years as a 
Bengal. Remember also that Brooks is 33. 
Cleveland finished with the third-lowest 
tushing yardage in the conference. The 
Browns didn't have a runner in the AFC's top 
10. For a team that should be controlling the 
ball more to protect Kosar, that’s ominous. Ke- 
vin Mack, still a strong power back, gained 
726 yards. What's lacking is dimension 
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Brooks, in a down year in Cincinnati, ran for 
571 yards, but his longest gain was just 25 
yards. He did catch 40 passes for 348 yards. 
His is the role originally designed for Eric Met- 
calf, now a symbol of what sank Cleveland in 
the first place. Belichick may be tired of look- 
ing at Metcalf, 

Throwing to backs does not produce happy 
players among some of the more tempera- 
mental Browns. Fullback Leroy Hoard sud- 
denly became a primary receiver last year 
and caught 48 passes, nine for touchdowns. 
Since Mack caught 40, that's 88 passes to a 
pair of backs. The wide receivers crabbed 
about that, especially Webster Slaughter, who 
had a team-leading 64 catches. There isn't 
much beyond him. Rookie Michael Jackson 
had the speed to avers 15.8 yards on his 17 
catches, but he dropped a number of balls. 

Kosar's non-interception string and his im- 
pressive 87.8 passer rating were not without 


its price. Bernie ate the ball a lot. He was 
sacked 41 times, more than any season in his 
career. He was decked at least that many 
times after he released his pass. He does not 
suffer that stuff gladly. There has to be some 
sort of improvement in the protection since 
Kosar has been known to volunteer as a 
coach, which might not go down well with Be- 
lichick. The draft didn't help. Cleveland didn't 
take an offensive lineman until the 12th round. 
‘And even though the Browns’ tight ends are 
nonentities, no draft choice was used to rein- 
force that position. The line will just have to 
improve. The best guys were Ed King, the 
right guard who made all-rookie, and tackles 
Tony Jones and Dan Fike. 

Touchdown Tommy Vardell of Stanford, a 
fullback in the classic sense, was the No. 1 
draft choice. With him, the Browns are now 
among the most formidable teams once they 
get close to the goal line, since Mack 
punched over eight touchdowns himself last 
year. The passing attack should be helped by 
the coming of San Diego State's Patrick Rowe, 
one of the fastest receivers in the draft. He is a 
kickoff-return man, too. 

If they get lucky in the draft, the Browns’ 
defensive line could benefit greatly. They 
used their third-round choice to take tackle 
Bill Johnson of Michigan State, a legitimate 
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first-round pick whose stock went down after 
he tore a ligament in his knee just two weeks. 
before the draft. He may have to play with a 
reinforced brace, then undergo postseason 
surgery. But this 308-pounder can play any- 
where in the line and has the potential to be a 
dominant pro. Down in the 10th round, the 
Browns took another possible bargain, Mar- 
cus Lowe, the 305-pound nose tackle from 
Baylor. If Lowe's knee holds up and Johnson 
recovers, they could team with Michael Dean 
Perry and James Jones in one of the better 
defensive lines of the '90s. 

Other than Clay Matthews, 36, who was re- 
juvenated last year in Belichick's system, re- 
cording 6% sacks and forcing three fumbles, 
there isn’t much of a linebacking corps. The 
Browns made do with backers such as Van 
Waiters and Plan B pickup David Brandon. 
The draft brings third-rounder Gerald Dixon of 
South Carolina, whom some scouts preferred 
to the more publicized Marco Coleman of 
Georgia Tech. 

The big guy in the secondary should be Eric 
Turner, who missed the first part of his rookie 
season with a stress fracture, then played like 
Ronnie Lott. Belichick will try to squeeze an- 
other year out of veteran corner Frank Minni- 


field. The best rookies are Selwyn Jones of 
Colorado State and Tim Hill of Kansas. 

Brian Hansen averaged 42.5 yards on 80 
punts, 20 of which he dropped inside the 20. 
Place-kicker Matt Stover was inconsistent as a 
rookie. There are openings for return men. 


BROWNS VETERAN ROSTER 
ti wt age college 
B Teas 
25. Mississippi 
3t 25 Michigan Ste 
64 26 Missour 
2 25. Oregon 
6 2 Teas 
58 27 Merphis Sate 
EF 24 West Virginia 
33 Aubum 
2 27 San Diego State 
90 Burnet, 25 Syracuse 
71 Burton, Leorad....0L 63 277 28 South Carolina 
77 Chiles, Freddie...T 6-4 330 26 Arkansas 
2% Claybom, Raymond..CB. 6-1 190 37 Teras 
98. Cooks, Johnie...0LB 6-4 251 34 Mississippi St 
72. Dah, BoD ievvnnunnOT 65 285 24 Note Dame 
27 Douglas, Derick....FB 5-10 222 24 Louisiana Tech 
7A Fate, Pabl saci IG 6-8 270 32 Boston U, 
53, Figao, Coie .nvniLB 6-3 255 25 Notre Dame 
9K, DAD enn G7 285. 31 Florida 
15 Foster, WR 5-11 185 25. Long Beach St. 
13 Frans, Jef.......0B 8-4 225 26 Tennessee 
81 Galbrah, Sot....1E 6-3) 260 25 Souther Cal 
B Greenfield Bian......P S11 227 23 Pitsburgh 
41. Hampton, Aloo... CB 5-10. 190 25. Pitsburgh 
$1 Hansen, Batons 64 220 32 Sioux alls 
41 Hardy dot ee 6B S10 185 24 Calta 
60 HaMON, Ere. 0G G1 280 25 Clemson 
23. Harper, Mak 59 185 31 Alcom Sale 
98 Haris, Ofienn....08 6-0 190 26 Sam Housion SL 
82 Haynes, Haynad....6 6:2 260 25 Florida State 
39) Hila, Randy......0B S11 160 25 Noctwestem Ste 
33. Hoard, efO/.vnnRB 5-11 230 24 Michigan 
48 Holland, Jamie.....WR 6-1 195 28 Ohio State 
89 Holohan, Pele......TE 6-4 247 33 Noire Dame 
2% Jackson, Alfed.....CB 6-0 180 25 San Diego State 
41 dlackson, Michael...WR 6-4 195 23. Southern Miss 
80. dames, Lyn. 49027 Arizona State 
‘59. Johnson, Mike 230, 30 Virginia Tech 
6. Jones, James. 294 23. Norther lowa 
(6 Jones, Tony 290 28 Westen Carolin 
48 Kinchen, Brian. 232 27 LSU 
68. King, Ed. 03.23 Auburn 
26 Kinnedrew, Lary 210 32 Tennessee State 
215 29 Miami 
271 24 East Carolina 
‘I 225 30 Clemson 
57 Matthews, Clay... 245.36 Souther Cal 
2 MeCardell,Keenan.WR 6-1 185 22 UNL. 
49 McSonnigal, Bruce..TE 6-4 230 24 Virginia 
2) Metcally tic. u.RB 5:10 190 24 Texas 
31 Minnifield:Frank....8 5-9 180 32 Louisville 
30 Moore, Stevo... 205 25 Mississippi 
20 Mortis, Joe 7 195 32. Syracuse: 
55. Moss, Anthony. 4 240 25 Florida Stale 
22 Newsome, Vinee 485 31 Washington 
4 Perkins, Bruce. 2 225 25 Arizona State 
2 Pory, Michael Dean.OT 6-1 285 27 Clemson 
1T Phlox, Todd,.....0B 6-4 225 25 Syracuse 
98 Pleasant Anthony..DE 6-5 268 24 Tennessee St 


TO -Rienstra, John 65 275 29 Temple 

44 Rouson, Lee......RB 6-1 222 29 Colorado 

75 Sagapolutele,Pio..0. 6-8 297 22 San Diego St 

4 Slaughter, Webster.WA 6-1. 170 27. San Diego St. 

3. SIOVEE, Malt canonsK Se11 178 24 Louisiana Tech 

87 Talley, Jobs TE 65 245 27 West Virginia 

85 Tilman, Lawyer....WA 6:5 290 25 Auburn 

2B TUM, EF encninnS G1 207 23 UCLA. 

50 Walls, VannnontB 6-4 250 27 Indiana 
DRAFTEES 

d_name pos ht wt college 

1 Vardell,Tommy.....FB 6-3 235. Stanford 

2 Rowe,Patick.....WA 6-1 200 San DiegaSt 

3 Johnson Bll.....DT 6-4 308 Michigan State 


3 Divon, Gerald.....B 63 252 South Carolina 


6 Smith, Ricd.......-NR 6-0 185 Colorado 

6 Willams, George....OT 6-2 303 Note Dame 

Tones, SAW. 068 6-0 184 Colorado St 

9 Hil, Tim. 0B 5-8 176 Kansas 

40 Lowe, Marous......0T 6-2 305 Baylor 

11 Olobia, Augustin... WR 5-11 194 Washington St 
42 MoCant, Keithen....08 6:2 206 Nebraska 

42 Simpsog, Tim......06 62 289. Minais 
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BENGALS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
CINCINNATI BENGALS 7 ‘SCORING—Breeth, 96 points on 27 entra points and 23 field 
Nothing foretold the coming of the David gals. Bh, 


Shula era in Cincinnati more than what hap- Hm eed 731 yards on 158 cartes, 46 avg, 2 
Pened on draft day. The Bengals, in need of pote . 

—Esiason, 233 of 413 alerts for 2883 yards and 13 
pass rushers, offensive linemen, and running __PASSINS- Estson 288 MERE Fa 
backs, selected University of Houston quar- RECEMING—Brown, 59 receptions for 827 yards. 140 avg. 2 
terback David Klingler. TOs... 713th 

Shula, who became the youngest coach in PROM Sea BCS pes 128 Spine 
the NFL when the Bengals hired him to re- 
place Sam Wyohe last winter, carries an un- 
wanted reputation as a man with a sledge- 


i) 

PUNTING—dJohinson, 64 punts, 43.7 avg., longest 62 
is. 4 

PUNT RETURNS—Price, 14 for 203 yards, 1$5 avg. 1 


hammer touch in his dealings with quarter- _fcxgiP ets ea tlea2yaue 2eeage un 
backs. There were reports of friction between raed 
him and Dan Marino when David was offen- SAOKS—Kremre, 40 ss. TH4th 
sive coordinator for his father in Miami. His PRESEASON 
relations with Troy Aikman and Steve Walsh Mex “Si Kaak oa 
eis Pest wey when he was Dallas's quarter- ie eats oy 
Shula did not want that reputation handi- eS 
capping him as he set off on his head-coach- {982 SCHEDULE Lapin 
ing career. Boomer Esiason, the quarterback 43. 10S ANGELES RAipeRS 5438 
during Wyche's most successful years, is 2 20 Green Bay 
powerful personality and the wisecracking pete By head 
leader of this team. A Shula-Boomer relation- 11 ROUSTON 70 
ship has “conflict” written all over it. Boomer 8 ApasH io 
also is in a two-year slump. He's 31. As Shula AtHouston 
marches the Bengals off in their new direction, pee Si ese ae Eat 
he wants the quiet, compliant, coachable 15. Aton Yok Jes 
Klingler alongside him. The Esiason era is 22 DETRON = 
about to end. se es 
Can Shula make it? He has a lot going for eee 
him, He is an Ivy Leaguer who turned to his 20 NEW ENGLAND a7 
dad's profession when it seemed he was 27 INDIANAPOLIS 


headed for law school. When he was 27, it 


appeared he would get the Philadelphia Ea- 
gles head job. At age 33, he has 10 years 
experience as an NFL assistant. If bloodlines 
mean anything, he is headed for success. 
Considering the Bengals’ current plight, he'll 
need plenty of time. But the Brown family, 
even after the death of patriarch Paul, is fa- 
mous for its patience. 

What the Bengals need most is for someone 
to heal their defense. They have been a poor 
defensive team for several years, but last sea- 
son the unit allowed 435 points, 55 more than 
the next most futile team, the Los Angeles 
Rams. In nine games, 30 points or more were 
scored against it. The Bengals were last in the 
league in yards allowed, average gain al- 
lowed, and passing yards. They were next to 


BENGALS FANS 


A New Coach... ANew Era... 


j ee the Bengals through the 1992 season with the only publication 
devoted exclusively to the Cincinnati Bengals - BENGAL REPORT! 


Also, as a special bonus, you will receive a FREE Official Cincinnati 
Bengals Media Guide (a $5.00 value) with a paid subscription 
to BENGAL REPORT. 


What more could a Bengals fan want? You get a full season's coverage 
(20 big issues, weekly during the season) PLUS your very own 
Cincinnati Bengals Media Guide, just like the one the broadcasters use 
during the game. All this for only $24.95! 


r---- 


! OYES! Please sign me up for 20 issues of Bengal Report ! 
and my FREE OFFICIAL BENGALS MEDIA GUIDE. | understand ! 
my free media guide will be sent in time for the regular season and that 1 
my subscription of $24.95 must be paid in full. To place your order by 1 
phone, call 513-941-8955 or fax your order to 513-941-9021. 


Check one: 0 Payment enclosed GMC OVISA Please bill me 
Card # Exp. Date. 
I Name 


I 
| Address. 


sore nnen = --5 


I ity State Zp. 
' Send to: BENGAL REPORT, 7644 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55423 


Published in Cincinnati, Ohio 


108 


and dow forget 


BENGAL REPORT HOTLINE 


1-900-860-1313 


* Roster Moves * Daily Updates 
* Interviews » Complete Coverage 
$2.00 first minute, $1.00 for each additional minute, 


must 18 years or older. 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


last in point differential and average gain per 
pass play. 

The only surprising part of their 3-13 season 
is that all three victories came in December in 
what may have been a Christmas present to 
the erratic Wyche, for whom the Cincinnati 
public as well as the players held a warm 
spot. That may be an intangible blockade for 
Shula. For all of Wyche’s tantrums, stunts, and 
tilting at windmills, there were many endear- 
ing qualities about the man. Shula puts on a 
public face that is entirely different. 

The philosophy of Rod Lynn, the new defen- 
sive coordinator, is attack!" The echo comes 
back: “With what?” For all of their defensive 


4 


problems—a lack of quality linemen and a 
sad pass rush that produced only 21 sacks 
(the fewest in the AFC)—the Bengals didn't 
address that in the draft. The first lineman 
drafted, Chris Burns of Middle Tennessee, 
came in the sixth round. He had one sack in 
his senior year. The only other lineman select- 
ed, Roosevelt Nix of Central State, barely 


VID KLINGLER 


played a college game. He was picked on 


speculation because of his physical attri- 
butes. Tim Krumrie, the nose tackle who 
hasn't been the same player since fracturing 
his leg in the Super Bowl five seasons ago, 
tied for the sack lead with Daniel Stubbs at 
four. David Grant, who suffered a knee injury 
in December, could be the best lineman if he 
recovers. Lamar Rogers didn’t show much. 


The draft did bring help for the secondary. 
Darryl Williams, the University of Miami safety 
who opted for the pros after his junior year, 
was Cinci's second first-round choice. He 
should walk into the free-safety job across 
from stellar strong safety David Fulcher. An- 
other draftee, Leonard Wheeler of Troy State, 
may not be ready to challenge veteran corner- 
backs Wayne Haddix and Eric Thomas. Shula 
will have to decide what to do with safety Rick- 
ey Dixon, a major bust. 

Now that the ill-advised move of James 
Francis to inside linebacker is over, Francis 
and Alfred Williams probably will develop the 


DAVID 
\oo) Futcuer 
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outside-linebacker positions into’ the stron- 
gest defensive area. All the inside backers 
went on Plan B and two of them signed else- 
where. Ray Bentley was added from Buffalo's 
list to fill one spot. Rookie Ricardo McDonald 
of Pitt could fit in somewhere. 

With long-time running back James Brooks 
gone to Cleveland, Harold Green becomes 
the undisputed feature back. He had a 731- 
yard season and a 4.6-yard average. Craig 
Taylor, the blocking back, carried only 33 
times. Three linemen, including future Hall of 
Famer Anthony Munoz, ended up on the in- 
jured list last year, thus the Bengals finished 
with a bunch of strangers. Line coach Mouse 
McNally is charged with rebuilding one of the 
team’s perennial strengths. 
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The Bengals still move the ball efficient 
through the air. Esiason threw for 2,883 yarc 
and 13 touchdowns. He was intercepted 1 
times and was the victim of many more drop 
Neither of the starting wide receivers, Edd 
Brown and Tim McGee, had a good yee 
Brown caught 59 passes and McGee 51 wi 
four touchdowns. Tight end Rodney Holme 
caught 31. Tennessee's formidable Carl Pict 
ens was worthy of being taken in the first 1 
selections, but every team red-flagged him < 
a bad-attitude guy and the Bengals got a po: 
sible bargain in the second round. 

There is nothing wrong with the kickin 
game. Punter Lee Johnson averaged 43. 
yards and kicker Jim Breech was true on 23 « 
29 field goals. 


BENGALS VETERAN ROSTER 
o_name 
65 Arthur, Mile. 
42 Bal Ere. 
86. Barber, Mik 
53 Barker, Leo 33. New Meio St 
35" Bennett, Arti 2% ‘Florida A&M 
90 Bente, Ray. 32 Cental Michigan 
3. Breech, Jim, 3%. Calforia 
Bt Brown, Eddie 30 Miami 
27 Bussey, Bamey 30 South Carolina St 
38 Dingle, Mite. 23 South Carolina 
28. Dixon, Rickey. 2% Okizhoma 
7. Esiason, Boomer. 31 Maryland 
26 Fenner, Derick... 63 228 25 North Carolina 
50 Francs fames.....LB 65 252 24 Baylor 
33 Fulcher, David......8 6:3 238 28 Arizona Sale 
89 Garft, Shane......WR 5-11 185 25 Teas ARM 
58 Go1dOH, AEkevennilB 65 245 28 Cincimali 
98. Git David anew NT 6-8 278 27 West Virginia 
28 Green, Hatod......RB 6-2 222 24 South Carolina 
5. Had, Wayne...n.CB 6-1 205 29 Liberty 
12 Holls,Dorald......08 63 215 25 Rice 
‘82 Holman, Rodney.....1E 63 238 32 Tulane 
11 Johnson, Lee. .PK 6-2 200 31 BYU 
25 Jones, ROd...-nnnns-CB 6-0 185 28 SMU 
BA Kats, Efi ueoneTE 65 251 29 Michigan 
55 KK Randy nnnnnctB 62 231 28 San Diego St 
64 Kozersk, Brg... 6-4 287 30 Holy Cross 
Cc . 62 274 32 Wis-Matison 
7 (avin, im... T 63 282 24 Georgia Tech 
85 McBee, Tim.n..n...WR 5-10. 183 28 Tennessee 
62 Melende,. T 67 280 26 Minnesola 
99 Mit, NORD nnn DE 6-4 278 29 Florida 
73 Moye, Ken G 67 27 2 Toledo 
78 Munoz, Anthony... 6-8 284 34 Souther Cal 
32 Price, Mithell....CB 59 181 25 Tulane 
88 ember, Repge....WR 6-5 200 26 West Virginia 
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63. Wall, JOP canna T 6-7 282 29 Texas Tech 
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4 Wilhelm, Eth nn.0B 63 217 27 Oregon Sate 
94 Wiliams, Alted......LB 66 240 24 Colorado 
60 Witycombe, Mile... 65 310 28 Fresno Sate 
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BILLS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING Norwood, 110 points on 56 extra points and 16 field 


is. Tat 
ASHI Tams 1.407 yards on 288 carries, 49 avg, 7 
rest, 304 of 474 attempts for 3844 yards and 33 
ti ‘81 receptions for 1113 yards, 137 avg. 10. 

ath 

INTERCEPTIONS —Odomes, 5 for 120 yards, 240 average, 1 
1O...T31d 
PUNTING—Mohr, 54 punts, 38.6 average, longest 58 
yards. 14th 
Hunt RETURNS —Edwards, 13 for 69 yards, 63 average, u- 
‘anh 
KICKOFE RETURNS —Edwards, 31 for 623 yards, 20:1 avg. 1 
1D...7h 
SACKS —Bennett, 9.0 sacks TEIN 


‘SCHEDULE 
August 8 AtMinnesota (N)_ 
A tans UFFALO 
a fn ie he Bill pane Bi f the ‘90s? 
re the Bills the Denver Broncos of the '90s? 
Slee ore eying ‘Are they merely a good AFC team handi- 
43. AlSan Francisco . capped by fundamental flaws, especially on 
2 NDANAPOUS defense, that surface when they play the bet- 
Peeks ter NFC teams? 
Ociober 4 MIAMI a : 
11 AlLos Angeles alder soar “To be a better football team,” said star de- 
18 OPEN DATE ory fensive end Bruce Smith minutes after the 
Haat ANew Yor) a Washington Redskins had demolished Bufta- 
4 lo in Super Bowl XXVI, "We have to get our 
16 defensive house in order.” 
2 Al True, but Smith is part of the problem, or at 
eae least his gimpy knee is. The dominating AFC 
2 defensive player in 1990, Smith played only a 
2 handful of games last season because of lin- 
a gering knee problems. The Bills need him to 


show up every week this season because 
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they don't get much outside push without 
blitzing their linebackers. Nose tackle Jeff 
Wright missed about half the season due to 
injury, so Buffalo's next-to-last ranking in AFC 
team defense is somewhat deceptive. Never- 
theless, even with Smith and Wright in the line- 
up, the Bills are less than formidable. A strong 
pass rush is vital to compensate for the weak- 
nesses in the secondary. Only cornerback 
Nate Odomes would be likely to start on other 
NFL powers. 

Defense isn't the only worry for a team that 
has won 30 games in the last two seasons. 
First Denver, in the conference championship 
game, then the Redskins, in the Super Bowl, 
demonstrated that Buffalo's rapid-scoring no- 
huddle offense can be dealt with. The Bron- 
cos did it by successfully matching their de- 
fensive quickness against the Bills, which al- 
lowed them to free up a blitzer at all times. 
Washington cleverly timed its substitutions to 
insert the players it wanted in the game in 
desired situations. 

Is the no-huddle doomed? That's a touchy 
subject, especially since Jim Kelly, the strong- 
willed quarterback, is so committed to it. Kelly 
is in personal command of the game with the 
no-huddle and he would be reluctant to give it 
up. Besides, the no-huddle guru, Ted Marchi- 
broda, is now head coach of the Colts. In his 
place are Tom Bresnahan, rookie offensive 


coordinator, and Jim Shofner, the new quar- 
terback coach. In Kelly's perspective, they will 
be on probation. 

The Bills’ ego factor, which disrupted them 
during Super Bowl week, is an intangible 
which coach Marv Levy must grapple with. 
Yet, despite the problems, the Bills have too 
many good players to fall flat in the AFC. They 
may not qualify for their third consecutive Su- 
per Bowl, but they should be among the elite 
involved in the final weeks of the tournament. 
No team with Kelly, Smith, Thurman Thomas, 
Cornelius Bennett, and five other Pro Bowl 
players should do less. Buffalo will play a 
schedule far more challenging than it faced in 
1991. This year they travel to Houston, San 
Francisco, New Orleans, and Los Angeles 


1 


LI 
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(Raiders). The non-divisional home games in- 
clude meetings with Atlanta and Kansas City, 
The schedule could provide a January bonus: 
The Bills will be battled-tested, 

At 32, Kelly is in his prime and remains the 
balance wheel of the offense. His pass-effi- 
ciency rating, 97.6, was 10 points higher than 
any other AFC quarterback. His 33 touch- 
down passes were eight more than the run- 
ner-up. No one was close to his average gain 
per passing attempt: 8.11 yards, The only 
question about Kelly doesn't concern num- 
bers, but bullheadedness. He calls his own 
plays and he can design which route the Bills 
will take in a big game. In both Super Bow! 
defeats, Kelly tried to do too much himself. 
The Giants offered him a two-man defensive 
line, but he didn't use his running game 
enough. Against Washington he was no 
match for Richie Petitbon and the rest of the 
Redskins’ defensive strategists. 

The Bills seldom lined up with a two-back 
Set in '91. The fullback virtually became for- 
gotten. Part of that was due to the nerve injury 
which kept Jamie Mueller out of football for the 
year. The no-huddle may not be rendered ob- 
solete, but it cries out for diversity. In the one- 
back set, Thurman Thomas can be removed 
from the passing game if the defense chooses 
to blitz most of the time. Kelly needs more 


input from the coaches along the sidelines, 
even though he resents it. Bresnahan and 
Shofner will have to be diplomats to pull it off. 

The Bills’ offensive line is physically 
equipped to play a power running game. Will 
Wolford and Howard Ballard are among the 
top tackles in the league and Kent Hull is one 
of the premier centers, Left guard Jim Ritcher 
is 34, but he went to the Pro Bow! for the first 
time in his career. Glenn Parker, whose play in 
the Super Bowl was hindered by a knee injury, 
inherits right guard since John Davis suffered 
a midseason knee injury that will keep him out 
of action until at least November. 

Maybe Thomas isn't the Michael Jordan of 
this team, but the Bills will settle for him being 
Thurman Thomas. He led the AFC in rushing, 
with 1,407 yards, and added 631 more yards 
on 0 pass receptions. He scored 12 touch- 
downs and remains the man to stop if anyone 
hopes to defeat Buffalo. Kenneth Davis 
gained 624 yards in a backup role. His 4,8- 
yard average was topped only by Thomas 
among the AFC’s first 15 rushers. 

Charley Joiner, the new receivers coach, 
may have inherited a problem. Andre Reed 
was the AFC's No. 2 man, with 1,113 receiving 
yards, and James Lofton No. 5, with 1,072, but 
there are worries. Lofton was a physical mar- 
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vel, catching 57 passes and scoring eight 
touchdowns. But at this point in his career, the 
only thing sure about 1992 is that he will be 
36. Don Beebe was on the field most of the 
time in the favored one-man set and he 
caught 32 passes and six touchdowns. Yet 
Beebe has concentration problems, e.g., his 
miserable Super Bowl. The Bills need more 
production from tight end Keith McKeller, who 
caught 44 passes but drops too many balls in 
critical situations. 

The most important Plan B signing was 
Steve Christie, the Tampa Bay kicker. He may 
provide a double improvement over incum- 
bent kicker Scott Norwood: more accurate 
field-goaling and the saving of a roster spot, 
since a kickoff specialist was carried last year. 

Linebacking remains the strongest defen- 
sive area, especially with the maturing of Cor- 
nelius Bennett. With Smith and Wright out of 
the lineup for long periods, defensive coordi- 
nator Walt Corey played Bennett in a variety of 
positions, including middle linebacker, Ben- 
nett provided most of what turned out to be a 
relatively flabby pass rush, providing nine of 
the 31 sacks. Darry! Talley, the other outside 
linebacker, went to the Pro Bowl again. Shane 
Conlan, the veteran inside linebacker, suf- 
fered a knee injury in the Super Bowl and 
there is some worry about his recovery, Carl- 
ton Bailey, whose interception of John Elway 
produced Buffalo's only touchdown in the 
AFC championship game, is the other insider. 

It's essential that the 1990 and '91 first- 
round draftees, J.D. Williams and Henry 
Jones, disappointments so far, make a contri- 


bution in the secondary. Since only one safe- 
ty, Mark Kelso, was protected in Plan B, Jones 
gets the first shot at strong safety, with Kelso 
at free. Williams will battle with Kirby Jackson 
at left cornerback, 

The Bills used their top '92 draft pick for an 
offensive lineman, John Fina of Arizona, to re- 
juvenate an area threatened by age and inju- 
ty. After that, the concentration was on de- 
fense. Tackles James Patton of Texas and 
Frank Kmet of Purdue should provide some 
depth and dimension. Matt Darby of UCLA 
could find work as a combination safety/line- 
backer in the nickel defense. Keith Goganious 
is another Penn State linebacker, a species 
admired by the Buffalo brass. 

Levy emphasizes special teams, and the 
Bills improved dramatically in both punt re- 


turns and coverage. Clifford Hicks assumed 
the return job late in the season and averaged 
16.9 yards. The coverage was the best in the 
NFL, a miserly 3.5 yards. Steve Tasker went to. 
the Pro Bowl again as the AFC's top special- 
teams performer. Darrick Brownlow was 
signed from Dallas's Plan B list. 
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‘i NEW YORK JETS 


The Jets are a playoff paradox. It isn’t just their 

@ won-lost record, a modest 8-8. Teams with 

ix) 500 records made the playoffs before. What 

set the Jets apart was that they did it in sucha 
contradictory manner. 

They were in the midst of attempting to re- 
place their starting quarterback, Ken O'Brien, 
and the running back who is supposed to be 
the centerpiece of their offense, Blair Thomas, 
was a major disappointment. Nonetheless, 
they scored 24 more points than they had the 
previous season and improved their total-of- 
fense average by almost 27 yards and their 
passing offense by almost 25. They also con- 
trolled the ball, leading the AFC in average 
possession time (33 minutes, 25 seconds). 

The most important thing for the Jets this 
season is not to delude themselves. They are 
an improving team, but right now they are just 
good enough to be interesting. None of their 
eight victories came at the expense of a win- 
ning team. When they didn't start well, they 
rarely won, Yet they twice beat the team they 
had to get by to make the playoffs: Miami, 
They play Buffalo, the AFC champion, tough 
In fact, they play everyone tough, losing just 
17—10 to Houston in the playoffs, 

“We don't have any glaring weaknesses,” 
said coach Bruce Coslet, “but we don't have 
any glaring strengths, either.” 


So it might be necessary for the Jets to take 
a step backward in order to advance far in the 
future. With O'Brien at quarterback, they re- 
main in a holding pattern. Troy Taylor has 
some experience, but Coslet may have to play 
Browning Nagle, last year's top draft choice. 
Nagle has a much better arm than Taylor and 
he is projected as a better leader than O'Bri- 
en, who has lost the confidence of his team- 
mates. His moment of truth may have come 
two seasons ago when he pulled up short 
rather than challenge Miami safety Louis Oli- 
ver on the Dolphins’ goal line. 

“O'Brien was the best quarterback for us 
last year,” said Coslet, “but that's history now. 
It's wide open.” Coslet hired Walt Harris, the 
ex-Pacific University head coach, to tutor the 
quarterbacks, and it seems obvious that Na- 
gle will be his special project. 
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JETS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS: 
‘SCORING—Loahy, 108 points on 30 extra points and 26 field 


goals... th 
RUSHING—Thomas, 728 yards on 189 carries, 39 avy, 9 
10h 


TDs. 

PASSING O'Brien, 267 of 489 atempls for 3,300 yards and 10 

TOs... th 

RECEIVING—Toon, 74 receptions for 963 yards, 180 ave 
Sth 


BLAIR THOMAS 


erage 
INTERCEPTIONS Brim, 4 for 2 yards, 13.0 average... T4lh 
PUNTING—Aguiar, 64 punis, 99.4 avg., longest 61 
yards... 43th 

PUNT RETURNS—Mathis, 23 fr 157 yards, 6.8 average... th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Mathis, 29 for 509 yards, 207 av- 
erage. 6h 

‘SACKS—Lageman, 10.0 sacks. Th 


KEN O'BRIEN 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 1. Philadelphia at Canton, OH 
8 WASHINGTON (N), 
16 Green Bay at Madison, WI (N) 
22 NEW YORK GIANTS (N) 
27 _A Philadelphia (N) 


43 ALPtisburgh 
20 SAN FRANCISCO 
27 AlLos Angeles Rams 

October 4 NEW ENGLAND (N) 
11 Allndiznapois 


Novernber 


CINCINNATI ©2200. 
At New England .. 2B 21 


December 
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Coslet also has to show more confidence in 
Thomas. After he cornmitted a grievous fum- 
ble in a close, Monday night loss to Chicago, 
Thomas seemed to lose his own confidence 
and Coslet didn't show much faith in him. 
Thomas led the team with 728 yards, but when 
they made him the No. 1 pickin the 1990 draft, 
the Jets had visions of 1,200-yard seasons. 
Johnny Hector and Freeman McNeil are de- 
pendable spot players at this stage of their 
careers. Each averaged more than five yards 
per carry last year. But Hector is 32 and 
McNeil 33. Sooner rather than later, Thomas 
has to be the man. Fullback Brad Baxter is a 
good blocker and dependable short-yardage 
thumper. He scored 11 touchdowns. 

The development of Thomas is doubly im- 
portant if Coslet elects to go with Nagle at 
quarterback. Al Toon (74 catches and 963 
yards) and Rob Moore (70 and 987) are su- 
perb receivers, yet Nagle can't be expected 
to direct a wide-open passing offense as soon 
as he gets into the lineup. He needs protec- 
tion from a running game and also from the 
acquisition of a quality tight end to give him a 
short-passing escape device. The Jets dem- 
‘onstrated with their impressive time of pos- 
session that they can operate a ball-control 
offense. Once he's trusted to operate a more 
daring offense, Nagle will have the necessary 
big-play tools: Toon, Moore, Chris Burkett, 
and now Rob Carpenter, Moore's old Syra- 
cuse running mate, a Plan B addition. 

The Jets got a good year from veteran of- 
fensive right tackle Irv Eatman and Dave Ca- 
digan developed at left guard to improve the 
line. Jim Sweeney is dependable at center 
and Dwayne White is an underrated right 
guard. Jeff Criswell has to be challenged at 

left tackle and depth could be a problem 


Sentiment got in the way of business in the 
last few years as place-kicker Pat Leahy 
stayed a bit beyond his time. Raul Allegre, the 
ex-Giant, replaced him late last season and 
was successful on four of his five field-goal 
attempts. New York might have won one or 
two more games had Allegre been around all 
year. Strong place-kicking is important to a 
téam in offensive transition. 

Defensively, the Jets are a much better 
team. They allowed 52 fewer points, 29 fewer 
yards per game, and forced nine more fum- 
bles, The most significant improvement was in 
defending against the run. They cut their yield 
by 36 yards a game, from 126.1 to 90.1, the 
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second-best figure in the AFC. The defense 
also combined with the special teams for 37 
take-aways, which resulted in 66 points. 

The strength of the defense is the line, 
where the right side, end Jeff Lageman and 
tackle Dennis Byrd, produced 17 sacks, 10 by 
Lageman. Marvin Washington is emerging as 
one of the better young ends on the left side. 
Scott Mersereau is a tough, stay-home tackle, 
but the Jets could use some better backups. 
Mo Lewis ranked behind Mike Croel of Denver 
as the AFC's brightest rookie linebacker, de- 
livering ahead of the scouts’ expectations. 
Middle backer Kyle Clifton was easily the 
leading tackler, with 138—including 84 solos. 
They need a high-level linebacker on the right 
to replace journeyman Joe Kelly, and there 
isn't much reserve strengh 

There was an interesting development in 
the secondary, which said something for team 
cohesion. Veteran Lonnie Young, picked up 
cheaply in a trade with Phoenix, beat out ex- 
Pro Bowl free safety Erik McMillan and had a 
fine season. Yet the fiery McMillan continued 
to contribute heavily, leading the special 
teams in tackles and the defense in forced 
fumbles. The big need this year is for Tony 
Stargell to rebound from the sophomore jinx 
and reclaim his left-corner job from Mike Brim. 
James Hasty is aggressively effective on the 
right side. Strong safety Brian Washington fin- 
ished second in tackles. 

Burkett was named the Jets’ Most Valuable 
Player for his work on the special teams. The 
overall coverage was superb, but the return 
game needs improvement. 


KYLE CLIFTON 


The draft brings Johnny Mitchell, a potential 
super tight end who played only two years at 
Nebraska. He and Nagle could grow up to- 
gether. The next three picks should help, 
eventually. Southern Cal's Kurt Barber may 
need rehabilitation time for his knee injury, but 
Keo Coleman of Mississippi State, another 
linebacker, may be a useful run stopper on the 
goal line. Washington offensive tackle Siupeli 
Malamala might push Criswell now. 
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AFCeast 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 

At the NFL's winter meetings, Dick MacPher- 
son, the Patriots coach, made an observation 
about the Miami Dolphins. “They'll either go 
up or they'll go down," predicted Mac. “They 
won't stay the same. 

The Dolphins pushed the “up” button at the 
college draft in the spring, using their two first- 
round selections to acquire cornerback Troy 
Vincent of Wisconsin, the best cover man 
available, and Marco Coleman, who they 
hope will expand their pass-rushing horizons. 
In fact, six of the first seven picks were defen- 
sive players. 

Small wonder. Miami allowed 349 points 
last year. Only punching bags like Indianapo- 
lis and Cincinnati allowed more. The Bills, 
whom Dolphin coach Don Shula annually tabs 
as “the team to beat,” scored 76 on Miami in 
two games. San Diego, of all teams, scored 28 
points in the last quarter to beat the Dolphins. 
In the showdown game for the last AFC playoff 
spot, the Dolphins allowed the Jets to drive 44 
yards for the tying field goal, then 65 more for 
the winning field goal in overtime. 


‘DOLPHINS 1991 AND AFC 
‘SCORING—Stoyanovich, 121 points on 28 extra points and 31 
field goals... t3t 

RUSHING—Higgs, 905 yards on 231 carries, 39 avg, 4 
TDs....5th 


PASSING—Mrino, 318 of 549 atm for 3.970 yards and 25 
TOs... 3rd 

RECEIVING —-Duper, 70 receptions for 1.085 yards, 15.5 avg., 5 
‘TDs... 17th 


—Clayton, 70 receptions for 1,053 yards, 15.0avg., 
4270s... T7th 

INTERCEPTIONS—Oliver, 5 for 80 yards, 16.0 average... Tord 
PUNTING—Roby, 54 punts, 45.7 avg, longést 64 yards... 1st 
ile, 28 for 248 yards, 8.9 average... Sth 
raver, 32 for 615 yards, 192 av- 


erage... 11th 
‘SACKS—Cross, 7.0 sacks... 19th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 1 Washington at Orlando (N) 


7 DALLAS (N) 

15 Denver at Berlin, Germany 

22 TAMPABAY(\) 

27 _ New Orleans at Baltimore, MD (N) 
11992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
‘September 30-20 
October 
November 

1347 

December 6 ALSan Francisco 


6 

44 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (N) 3 
20 NEWYORK JETS (N) .. 20-28 
27 ALNewEngland 2.2... 2-10 


At 6-foot-3 and 259 pounds, Coleman is 
supposed to be too small to be a full-time 
defensive end and too bulky for all the duties 
Of a linebacker. But Shula doesn't care. What 
concerns him is Coleman's specialty: rushing 
the passer. He had 23 sacks in his last two 
years at Georgia Tech and his 28 overall 
broke Pat Swilling’s school record. Coleman, 
also had 50 tackles for losses. Vincent might 
be the premier player to come out of the draft. 
Shula could use him to take the opposition’s 
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TIME TO TAKE CHARGE! 
The Miami Dolphins were 
again one of the NFL’s most 
exciting teams last season and 
are primed for a return to the 
playoffs in 1992! Follow the 
Dolphins back to the top in the 
Dolphin Digest, the publication 
Dolphin fans have turned to for 
the inside story on their team 
for over 20 years. Published 
weekly August through January 
plus five special offseason 
issues, Dolphin Digest offers 
the most comprehensive 
coverage available on the 
Miami Dolphins. 
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best receiver out of the game. He also excels 
as a punt returner, having scored a touch- 
‘down on that specialty in each of last three 
college seasons. 

The Dolphins didn't stop there in an attempt 
to stanch the defensive bleeding that has 
gone on for half a decade. Their third pick, 
321-pound Auburn guard Eddie Blake, will be 
tried as a defensive lineman. “We needed a 
tun defender," explained defensive coordina- 
tor Tom Olivadotti, whose guys finished next 
to last against the run in the NFL. “You can't 
win in this league if you don't stop the run.” 
Blake, who has a defensive personality, has 
been used on defense before. 


If the defense is improved significantly 
through the draft, the Dolphins obviously have 
enough offense to make the playoffs. Only 
Buffalo and Houston scored more points. In 
one five-game stretch late in the season, dur- 
ing which they won four times, the Dolphins 
averaged nearly 29 points. 

The offense begins and ends with quarter- 
back Dan Marino, who had another outstand- 
ing year with 3,970 yards—high in the NFL for 
@ non run-and-shoot passer—and 25 touch- 
downs. Last December, Marino had a 307- 
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yard day in a victory over Tampa Bay that 
pushed him over 3,000 yards and set an NFL 
record with eight such seasons. The previous 
week may have been more significant when 
Miami squeaked by Chicago in overtime, 16- 
13. It was the only game all year in which the 
Dolphins beat a winning team. They need Ma- 
fino at his best to advance beyound .500. 

There is some worry about his chief collabo- 
rators, Mark Clayton and Mark Duper. Clayton 
had his best season since 1988, catching 70 
passes for 1,053 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
Duper was even more remarkable, enjoying 
his best season by far since 1986. Duper had 
70 catches for 1,085 yards. Each averaged 
more than 15 yards a catch. Which leads to a 
natural question: How long can they keep it 
up? Duper is 33, Clayton 31. There isn't much 
behind them. The defensive emphasis in the 
draft postponed the acquisition of a big-time 
receiver. Shula took a late-round shot at Bay- 
lor's tiny Lee Miles, who transmits blinding 
speed. Tight end Ferrel) Edmunds, who 
Caught just 11 passes after a long holdout, 
must contribute more. 

The Dolphins finally gave up on tailback 
Sammie Smith, who was supposed to rescue 
their running game. They traded him to Den- 
ver in late May for the Broncos’ unhappy Bob- 
by Humphrey, a 1,000-yard rusher in 1989 
and 1990. The Dolphins got a 905-yard sea- 
son from Mark Higgs, a Plan B free agent, but 
just 450 yards from other sources. There is a 
Potential for more over the left side alone, 
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where Pro Bowl tackle Richmond Webb and 
guard Keith Sims are stationed. Fullback Tony 
Paige's blocking also figures. 

Much of the Dolphins’ scoring comes from 
Pete Stoyanovich, who produced 121 points, 
kicking 31 of 37 field goals, three of them over 
50 yards. 

The draft also brings Maryland defensive 
end Larry Webster, who could push starters 
T.J. Tuer and Jeff Cross. Cross had a disap- 
pointing season despite his seven sacks. 
Blake will be aimed at Alfred Oglesby’s nose- 
tackle job. If Miami is to make defensive prog- 
fess, good health is essential for both the in- 
side linebackers, John Offerdahl and Cliff 
Odom. The cheeriest development last year 
was the surprise contributions of rookie out- 
side linebacker Bryan Cox. The other outside 
man, David Griggs, had 4% sacks. The draft 
brings two other linebackers, run-plugger 


Dwight Hollier of North Carolina and Roose- 
velt Collins, who was a pass-rushing down 
lineman at Texas Christian. 

Incumbent corners J.B. Brown and Vestee 
Jackson will fight it out for whichever spot Vin- 
cent doesn't take. Louis Oliver is still a good 
strong safety, with Bobby Harden and Jarvis 
Williams taking care of free safety. 


DOLPHINS VETERAN ROSTER 
no name posh _wt age college 
‘Neande, Brve....CB 59 169 27 Sephen F. Austin 
86 Barks Fed... WR 5-10 185 30 Liberty 
& Bay, Greg ATE 65 240 28 Sarid 
53 Bole, Ned... LB B41 235 25 Note Dame 
37 BOW J.B CB 60 192 25 
88 Clayton, Mark.....WR 59 185. 31. Lovisvile 
50 Cooper Lous......1B 62 238 29. Westem Carolina 
51 Cox Bryn. LB 63 235 24 Westen linos 
34 Craver, Aston... RB S:11 215 23 Fresno Stale 
91 Cros, Jet DE 64272 26 Missour 
‘5 Oelenbach del.....0L 646 285 23. Wisconsin 
74. Dennis, Mask T 66 295 27 iinois 
Doweing, TM wun DE 5 280° 25. Washington St 
85 Duper, Mat n..WR 59 192 33. Norwest La, 
80 Edmunds, Ferll...TE 68 254 27 Maryland 
{2 Gabreah, Hary......G 6-1 275 27 Tennessee 
79 Garchet, Donnie... DE 6:3 260 24 Kentucky 
35, Gln, Kery........08 59 178 30 Minnesota 
42 Green, Cis. CB 5-11 188. 24 ino 
$5 Gren, HUGH nol 62 230 33 Pitsburg 
82 Griggs, David. LB 63 248 25. Virginia 
59, Grimsey John.....LB 6-2 238.30. Kentucky 
45 arden, BOdDY nS 60 192 25 Mian 
2) Higgs Math RB 5-7 195-26. Kentucky 
29 Holey for onn$ 60 202 30 LSU 
Huphvey, Bobby...B 6-1 201 26 Alama 
48 laquaniclo, Mile... 63 208 24 Michigan Sale 
24 eckson, Veste....CB 60 186 29 Washingon 
1 Seren, JM asssns WR 64 224 34. Boston Univesity 
54 Junior EJ. 1B 63 202 33 
99 Kiingbe, ruck....NT. 64 260 27 No, Michigan 
44 Lankord,Paul.....CB 6-1 191 31. Peon Sate 
98 Lee, Sha ow NT 62 285.26 N, Alabama 
Limerick, Garet...fB 6-2 240 27 Otishoma St. 
20 Logan MACs neFB SI) 222 27 Kentucky 
13: Mat, DaN ncn 0B G4 224 31 Pitsburgh 
89. Matin, TONY nn WR 0 180 27 Mesa 
28 MoGrwer, Michael..CB 5-1 190 28 Kent Stale 
82 Mil Sct ...-WR 5:10 179 24 UCLA 
19) Michel Scot....08 66 236 24 Ut 
27, Moore, Se an. 5:11 204 25 Mississoph 
Nichols, Gerald....NT 6:2 267 28 Florida St. 
3 Odom, Cit 1B 62 243 34° Texas Angin 
56 OMlecahl Jotn....0B 83.238. 28 W. Michigan 
96 Oglesby, Alted,.....NT 63 278 25 Houston 
25, Olver, Louis S 62 226 26 Florida 
49 Paige, Tony wns nFB S10 235. 30 Virginia Tech 
90 Pic Tety snnninDE 8-4 272 24 Tors ARM 
52 Reichenbach, Mike...(8 62 240 31. East Sroudsburg 
4 Roby, PEND ones 6-2 246 31 lowa 
S700 JEM. fB S11 234 26 San dose St 
9 Secues Soot.....08. 63 220 28 Virginia 
69, Sims, Keith G62 305 25 lova Sate 
30, Smit, Don nn B 5-11 200 29° Misisipp St 
10 Soyanovieh, Ple......K 5-10 185 25 Indiana 
67 Swoopes, NT 63 277 28 Mississippi St 
95 ToT VeenionDL 6-4 280 29 Houston 
63 Unlentake, Jef... 6:3 284 28 Ohio State 
7B Webb, Richmond......T 68 298 25 Teas A&M 
80 Welder, Bet....0L 63 284 25 Kent Stale 
51 Willams, Gene... 6-2 308 24 lova Site 
2 Willams, JANS...8 511 200 27 Flic 
87 Willams, Mia.....WR 5-10 177 26 Norheastem 
DRAFTEES 
‘dame pos hi_wt_college 
1 Vinoit, Toy......8 6-0 191 Wisconsin 
4 Coleman, Marea ...LB 63 259 Georgia Tech 
2 Bide, Eddie NT 63 321 Autumn 
3 Webster Lary... DE 6-5 285 Marland 
4 Holi, Owigh....LB 6-2 242 North Carona 
5 Pee, Chis... OT 6-5 265 Kansas 
8 Colins Roosevt....B 64 235 TCU 
7 Moore, Dave.....TE 62 247 Pitsbugh 
\B 61 228 Pam Sate 
wo GB 59.175. Youngstown St 
FB 60 240 Scuttem Ca 
WR 56 154 Baylor 
8 64 201 Fresno St 
TE 62 265. W, Kentity 
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NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 

The joy of football. That was a contradiction in 
terms for the Patriots until Dick MacPherson, a 
61-year-old good humor man, showed up. 
The public view of MacPherson is that he is a 
gray-haired wild man, wrestling his quarter- 
back, assistant coaches, and anyone in the 
vicinity to the ground in celebration after 
something good happened to the Pats. 

‘A number of good things happened to the 
Pats when Mac took over. He is a lot more 
than a senior cheerleader. He hired a quality 
coaching staff, let his assistants do their jobs, 
and went about the business of restoring the 
team's self-respect during a time when the 
ownership was bouncing from one rock to the 
next. When Irving Fryar announced after the 
last game that “I wish we were starting again 
tomorrow,” you know this team has a future. 

The Pats improved from 1-15 to 6-10, and 
they could be better this season. To begin 
with, their talent was a lot better than 1-15, 
especially defensively. MacPherson hired his 
old friend Joe Collier to coach the defense. 
Collier, who spent a year in idle disgrace after 
being bounced by Denver coach Dan 
Reeves, redeemed himself. In 10 games, the 
Patriots allowed 20 or fewer points. 

To coach the offense, MacPherson hired 
another solid old pro, Dick Coury, from the Los 
Angeles Rams. Since the Pats were in desper- 
ate need of a quarterback, Coury recom- 
mended signing Hugh Millen, a backup with 
the Rams, as a Plan B free agent. “All he 
needs is to play,” argued Coury. Millen broke 
into the starting lineup in the fourth game of 
the season and played well enough to keep 
the Pats competitive. Millen did not have star- 
tling numbers. He passed for 3,073 yards and 
completed 60 percent of his passes, but he 
had twice as many interceptions as touch- 


PATRIOTS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Staurovsky, 49 points on 10 extra points and 13 field 
‘goals .17th 

RUSHING—Russoll, 959 yards on 266 carries, 36 avg, 4 


TDs... th 
PASSING—Millen, 246 of 409 attempts for 3.073 yards and 9 


TOs... 12th 
RECEIVING—Cook, 82 receptions for 808 yards, 99 avg, 3 
TDs. ..31d 

INTERGEPTIONS—Husst, 3 for 21 yards, 7.0 average... TIN 
PUNTING—McCarthy, 66 punts, 40.2 avg., longest 93 


yards... 42th 

PUNT RETURNS—Henderson, 27 for 201 yards, 7.4 avera- 
ge,..6h 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Vavghn, 34 for 717 yards, 21.1 avg., 1 
T 


6th 
‘SACKS—Tippet, 8.5 sacks... 7th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August’ —_B_AtIndianapolis (N) 
44. SANDIEGO (N) 
22 ADetrot(N) 
29. Green Bay at Milwaukee, WI (N) 


1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
September 6 AL Miami Q +2030 
43. ALLos Angeles Rams 


20 SEATTLE coc. A 
27 BUFFALO os. csecsesseese see ABH 
(October 4_ALNew York Jets (N) 63 
11 SAN FRANCISCO... bts 
48 OPEN DATE As: 
2 CLEVELAND. ‘ beer 020 
November 1 ALBuffalo 2.2.2... eo APD 
‘8 NEWORLEANS 
45. Allngianapolis ........+-20.0-ss2..18-7 
2 NEWYORKJETS «0.265. 2-c00., 21-28 
2B (At Atatla, civ resasseseesrgesesesen 
December 6 INDIANAPOLIS 2-17 
At Kansas ily “ 
20. At Cincinnati 18 
27 MIAMI 40-20 
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down passes (18/9). Yet he’s only 28, sturdy, 
and smart. Most important, he gave the Pats 
respectability. The expectation is that he'll im- 
prove markedly. He could be an updated ver- 
sion of Steve DeBerg. 

No one in the Patriot hierarchy is going to let 
his giddiness get out of hand. The Patriots are 
a couple of drafts away from being a contend- 
er. They are operating with just two-fifths of an 
NFL offensive line and no more than half of a 
respected secondary. They also seem to 
need a receiver to pair with Fryar and some 
zip to their return game. 

Ifthe Pats continue to draft as wisely as they 
did a year ago, more than respectability 
should be relatively near. They possessed the 
No. 1 pick in the draft after the 1990 season. 
After assessing the field of prospects, they 
decided it wasn't all that great an honor. The 
pick was traded to Dallas for two first-round- 
ers which were converted into running back 
Leonard Russell and offensive tackle Pat Har- 
low. Russell became the most productive of- 
fensive rookie in the NFL, with 959 yards. Har- 
low became an instant starter, teaming with 
veteran Bruce Armstrong to give New En- 
gland one of the most formidable tackle tan- 
dems in the league. 

Fryar, charmed by Mac, enjoyed his first 
1,000-yard season since turning pro eight 
years ago. He caught a personal-best 68 


passes for 1,014 yards, a 14,9-yard average, 
and three touchdowns. Maybe Mac can con- 
vince Hart Lee Dykes to emulate his buddy 
Fryar. Dykes, hurt again last year, has been a 
disappointment since the Pats made him a 
No. 1 pick. Greg McMurtry contributed 42 
Catches and a 15-yard average. Millen’s se- 
curity blanket is Pro Bow! tight end Marv Cook, 
who caught 82 balls at 10 yards a catch. Mi- 
chael Timpson has some possibilities as a 
deep receiver. None of the backs were that 
involved in the passing game. 

There will be more change. Four starters, 
including both guards, are gone via Plan B. 
Top draftee Eugene Chung of Virginia Tech is 
expected to step into a starting job at guard. If 
Harlow doesn’t recover from offseason sur- 
gery in time, Chung may begin by serving as a 
temporary stand-in at tackle. The other guard 
could be Calvin Stephens, who missed last 
season due to injury. 

The Patriots used five of their first seven 
draft picks in '92 for defensive backs and line- 
backers. Rodney Smith of Notre Dame and 
Dion Lambert of UCLA have a shot at starting 
in an aging secondary. Randy Robbins, an- 
other Plan B signee, who played for Collier in 
Denver, will be the strong safety. Tim Gordon, 
who won his job at midseason, is the incum- 
bent free safety. Veterans Maurice Hurst, the 
best cover man, and Ronnie Lippett are expe- 
rienced corners. 

If the Pats are to improve their front seven, 
end Ray Agnew and linebacker Chris Single- 
ton will have to stay healthy and increase their 
productivity. The best man up front is inside 
linebacker Vincent Brown, the team leader 
with 116 tackles, including 96 solos. Outside 
linebacker Andre Tippett, 32, returned from 


two injury-plagued years to lead in sacks, with 
814. The most promising rookie linebacker is 
Todd Collins of Carson-Newman. Two line 
starters, end Brent Williams and Tim Goad, 
are coming off sub-par years. End Garin Veris 
is still an effective pass rusher. 

The kicking game benefits from change. 
Charlie Baumann took over at midseason and 
succeeded on seven of nine field goals, in- 
cluding four from beyond 40 yards. Shawn 
McCarthy, aided by a team-record 93-yarder, 
averaged 40.2 yards a punt. The kickoff cov- 
erage was second in the league and Jon 
Vaughn's kickoff returns are dangerous. 


PATRIOTS VETERAN 

no. name ft _wt age college 
‘anew, ay. 63 72 2 NCS 

39 Alen, Main... RB SA0 208 27 ‘Tulane 

78: Amnstong, Bee, 84 284 27 Louisvile 
usin, Pandy 62 245 25 UCLA 

8 Baumann, Chat Bt 203 25 West Viinia 
Bowes, Sct. 65 280 25 Nort Teas Sale 

59. Brown, Vines. 62 245 27 Miss. Valey 

63 Chilton, Gene. 68 286 28 Teas 

53 Clark, Reggie. 62 226 25 Noth Carina 

87 Coates, Ben 64 245 23. Livingsone 

85 Cook Mav. 64 234 26 love 

88 Dykes, Hat Lee, 64 218 26 Okiehoma State 

2 Fryar, ving 60 200 30 Nebrasta 

1 Gannon, Chris. 65 260 25 SW Louisiana 

72 Goat, Tn, 63 280 25 North Carolina 

41 Gordon, Tin 60 188 27 Tulse 

77 Helou, Pat 66 20 23 Sohn Ca 

36 Henderson, Jerome...CB 5-10 189 23. Clemson 

60 Hobby, Marion. 64 27 26 Tennessee 

13 Hodson Tom... 63 195 25 tsu 

98. Howard, David. BY 220 31 Long Beach St 

45 Horr, hy soe 6-1 288 26 Kentucky 

37 Hurst Merce. 5-10 185 25 Souttem 

5D. acs, Mia, 63 245 28 New Hampshire 
Johnson, Alex 59167 24 Miami 

26: Key, Dad S10 198. 24 Michigan 

42 Uppat, Ronnie. 51 180 2 Mani 

51 Leck, Eugene. 62 233. 31 Houston 

31. Maton, Fed. 62 191 23 Miami 

11 Motarty, Shawn 66 27 24 Pure 

‘58. MoGover, Rb, 62 234 26. Holy Cross 

28 Malu, Greg 62 207 25 Michigan 

7 Mile, Hugh. 65 216 23. Washingon 

10. Murphy, Mik... 58 168) 25 SWToas 

21 Peo), Dai... 5-9 182 25 Carson-Newman 

71 Raho, Gregg. 65 20 27 Miami 

70. Redding, Reggie. 64 305 24 Cabfuleton 

52 Reber Johny. 63 234 31 Clemson 

48 Robbins, Randy. 62 189 30 Atzora 

‘2 Fassel, Leonard... RB 62 235 23 Aviona Sale 

55 Singldon, Chis... 62 247 25. Arona 

76 Sretas Fed 6-4 291 25 Bosln College 

8. Stephens, Calvin 62 285 25 South Calin 

44 Sephens, John. 6-1 215 28. NW Loisiona 

$3 Tats, Retard, 62 235 27 Gena 

83 Timpson, Micheel..WR 5-10 175 25. Penn Suie 

56 Tipe, Ande 63 241 33. love 

24 Vash, Jon. 59 203 22 Michigan 

90 Vals, Gatn.. 84 255 29 Sanlord 

21 Washington, Micey..CB 53.187 24 Texas ABM 

9% Willams, Bret. 84 215 28 Toledo 
Wiliams, Lary. 85 294 29 Note Dane 

16, Zoak, Soot, 65 222 25 Mayland 

DRAFTEES 

td, name pos M_wt_college 

1 Chung, Eogene.....OL 6-4 285 Virginia Tech 

2 Smith Rodney .....DB 6-11 187" Note Dame 

3 Cofins, Tood.. IB &2 242 

3 Tuer, Kevin... AB 60 224 Alabama 

4 Lambert Dion......0B 6-0 185 UCLA 

4 Anderson. Daren ...0B 5.10 173. Toledo 

5 Sabb, Drayne.... LB 64 248) New Hany 

8 Boyd. Tray.....0G 6-4 295 Eliabeth Ciy St 

7 Hawkins. Way... WR 5-10 176 SW Mimesota 

7 Gf, Manson DT 62 265. West Virginia 

8 Lockwood, Scot....RB 5-10 195 Soahem Cal 

8 Gash, Sam... RB 5-11 224 Peon Ste 

9 Dion, David... OT 64 335 Arizona State 

10 Ba, Tuner... TE 64 247 Serio 

10 Gordon, Sie. BS 279 California 

11 Peto, Mite. LB 62 232 

12 Baysnger, Freevan..WA 58 164 Humboldt St 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

Ted Marchibroda can't say he didn't know 
what he was getting into. Like Grover Cleve- 
land, Marchibroda is serving his second term, 
non-consecutive, as head coach of the Colts, 
with owner Robert Irsay still the man to whom 
he must answer. This is Irsay's 20th anniver- 
sary as the Colts owner. Maybe Marchibroda 
‘senses a mellowing. 

Marchibroda brought forth a football mir- 
acle when he took over the Colts, then in Balti- 
more, in 1975. He inherited a last-place team 
and led it to the championship of the AFC East 
for three straight seasons. Those were the 
days of quarterback Bert Jones and an awe- 
some offense. During those three champion- 
ship seasons, the Colts scored 30 or more 
points in 18 of 42 games. 

Now Marchibroda has a Bert Jones wanna- 
be, Jeff George, at quarterback, but the of- 
fense is measured by a micrometer. In 11 
games last year, the Colts failed to score in 
double figures. They were shut out or held to 
three points five times. So Indy, which be- 
came the first NFL team ever to hold the first 
two picks in the college draft, used them to 
select defensive players, then took another 
defender with the first pick in the second 
round. It isn't difficult to figure why. The Colts 
were equally horrible on defense, allowing 
381 points. And this draft was noted for its 
defensive quality. 

There was no question that.the premium 
pick would be used on University of Washing- 
ton tackle Steve Emtman, who most NFL talent 
appraisers feel will be a dominant pro. “When 
| watch films of Steve,” said Marchibroda, in- 
voking the name of a Hall of Fame immortal, “! 
think of a young Merlin Olsen.” The second 
selection, Texas A&M's Quentin Coryatt, was 
widely conceded to be the best linebacker 
available, a player strong enough to jam the 


COLTS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Biasucci, 59 points on 14 extra points and 15 field 


(goals... 15th 

RUSHING—Dickerson, 536 yards on 167 cartes, 32 avg,, 2 
TDs 

PASSING—George, 292 of 485 attempts for 2,910 yards and 10 
TDs... 10h 

RECEIVING™—Brooks, 72 receptions for 888 yards, 123 avg. 4 


TDs...6h 
INTERCEPTIONS —Baylor, 4 for 50 yards, 125 average... T4th 
PUNTING—Stark, 82 punts, 42.6 average, longest 65 


yards... h 
PUNT RETURNS—Verdin, 25 for 165 yards, 6.6 average... 10% 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Verdin, 36 for 689 yards, 19:1 avg, 1 


1D...12h 
‘SACKS—Bickat, 50 sacks. 113th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 8 NEWENGLAND (N) 


45. SEATTLE(N) 
2 AtCincinati (N) 
28 AtKansas City (N) 
1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
Sepiember 6 CLEVELAND 031 
43 HOUSTON s 
20 ALBuifalo (N) 642 
27 OPEN DATE 5 
October 4 AL Tampa Bay 347 
11 NEWYORK JETS Rees 
18 SANDIEGO 
2 AMami 617 
November 1. At San Diego 
8 MIAMI... 610 
45. NEW ENGLAND 716 
22_AXPitsburgh 321 
23 BUFFALO... 7-35 
December 6 ALNew England 228 
43. ALNew York Jets 2827 
20 PHOENK 
2 MCincinnali .... 


121 


E 
$ 
a 


run yet athletic enough to stay in coverage. 
Nevertheless, there was second-guessing, 
since the Southwest Conference Player of the 
Year is crude and requires polishing, Some 
scouts thought the Colts should have taken 
Pittsburgh pass rusher Sean Gilbert, who 
went to the Rams with the third selection. Still, 
Coryatt is virtually sure to start, especially 
since the Colts finished last in the NFL against 
the run and he can play a role in quick im- 
provement. Indy used the second-round pick 
for another instant starter, cornerback Ashley 
Ambrose, a skilled cover man from Mississip- 
pi Valley State. 

Where does that leave George and the of- 
fense? Hoping, mostly. Indy finally unloaded 
Eric Dickerson, who had become a talented 
pain in their locker room, but they received a 
mere fourth-round draft choice in return. That 
was used to take Tony McCoy, a long-shot 
defensive tackle from Florida. 

In Buffalo, Marchibroda, Marv Levy's offen- 
sive coordinator, was considered the father of 
the Bills’ explosive no-huddle attack. With In- 
dianapolis he may end up with the no-quarter- 
back offense. George was sacked 56 times 
last year, and Marchibroda is going to have to 
do something about that or risk losing his 
young passing star spiritually as well ds physi- 
cally. Despite the battering, George passed 
for 2,910 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

George is in the hands of Indy's healers. 
Last year, the Colts had so many injuries on 
their offensive that they used 10 different com- 
binations with 15 different starters. If every- 
thing goes well, center Ray Donaldson, tack- 
les Irv Pankey and Zefross Moss, and guards 
Pat Tomberlin, Randy Dixon, and William 


Schultz can regain their health to join holdover 
tackle Kevin Call and Ron Solt, the veteran 
guard reacquired via Plan B, to give George 
some viable protection. 

The running game doesn't figure to offer 
much help. Ordinarily, Albert Bentley would 
become the featured back with Dickerson 
gone, but he underwent reconstructive knee 
surgery. Fullback Anthony Johnson missed 
the second half of the season due to an eye 
injury. The draft brings Notre Dame's Rodney 
Culver, a lunch-bucket runner, but he's basi- 
cally a specialty ball carrier. 

Since defenders converge on him with 
fangs bared, George doesn't have much time 
to wait for deep pass patterns to develop. Bill 
Brooks's 72 catches averaged just 12.3 yards 
and Jessie Hester's 60 yielded 12.6. Besides, 
the Colts haven't had a legitimate deep threat 
since Andre Rison was traded to Atlanta in the 
deal that produced George. Marchibroda 
hopes Reggie Langhorne, a Plan B acquisi- 
tion from Cleveland, can help. It's likely that 


Brooks, the Colts' most prolific receiver since 
Hall of Famer Raymond Berry, and Hester, 
who has at least two catches in each of the 
last 25 games, will carry the load again 

If Emtman, Coryatt, and Ambrose all come 
through as contributing starters, there is a 
chance that George will get the ball in favor- 
able field position more often. The Colts have 
the bones of a defense that could turn re- 
spectable. Emtman is expected to take the left 
end vacated by Donnell Thompson's retire- 
ment. Jon Hand, the right end, had five sacks. 
Tony Siragusa is a tough nose tackle. The line- 


backing would be the strength with Coryatt 
joining Jeff Herrod inside and Duane Bickett, 
still among the NFL's elite, and Chip Banks on 
the outside. Herrod led the busy defenders 
with 160 tackles and Bickett had 125. Scott 
Radecic, also a special-teams commando, 
can fill in at any linebacker spot. If Ambrose is 
stationed at left corner, Chris Goode, who led 
the secondary in tackles, could move to free 
safety. Eugene Daniel started every game at 
right corer. Strong safety is wide open. 

A sign of the troubled offensive times was 
that place-kicker Dean Biasucci attempted 16 
field goals of at least 40 yards. He made six. 
He was 9 of 10 from in close, Punter Rohn 
Stark averaged 42.6 yards. One of the rookies 
may nudge Clarence Verdin, slipping as a re- 
turn man and receiver. 


COLTS VETERAN ROSTER 
0. name os _ht_Wt_age college 
90 Agee Mel DE 65 290 24 Winois 
31 Bal, Mictael.....08 60 220, 28. Souter U 
51 Bank, Chip.nn4B G4 254 33 Souther Ca 
8 BV, tM on. DB_ 60 208 27 Southem Miss 
20 Boney, Aet...RB BAN 217 32. Miami 
4 vk 60 190 30, Westen Carona 
(8 65 251 30 Soubem 
Wa 60 189 28 Boston, 
TE 63 282 25 Missoui 
OT 67 308 31 Colomdo Se 
TE 64 247 23 Tos 
DE 67 300.34 Piishuigh 
RB 59 204 28 Nebrasa 
38. Danio Evgene....0B S11 188 81. LSU 
95 Vi, TAS eon NT 62 263. 26 Michignn Sta 
9 iron, Randy.....06 6:3 30227 Pitsbugh 
$53. Donaldson, Ray.n...€ 633 300 34. Georgia 
4 Carley Math. DL 66 281. 28. Westen Michigan 
11 George deh OB G4 221 25 iis 
47 Goode, Chis. o...08 60 198 20, Aabara 
25 Grant, Aen DB 5-10 187 26. Sanlot 
78 Hand, Jon, DE G7 30 29 Alara 
9 Hermann, Mark....08 64 200 33. Purdve 
5A He0d. Jen B60. 248 26 Mississipi 
Hest lesion. WR S11 172.29. Floda Sale 
% Holloway, Comel..08 6-11 182 26. Pitsouh 
1 Hutian, Davel... WR 58 188 25 Boston U 
23 Johnson, Arbony...FB 60 222 25 Note Dame 
85 Langhome Reggi..WR 6-2 205 29. luabed Cy 
44 Manoa, Tiss RB 61 245 28. Peo Sate 
6 Matin, aM WR S175. 27 LSU 
63 Malh Trevor.../0L 644 207 SY BYU 
42 MeCiougitn, Dav..08 64 180 26 Colaado 
96 MeDorald uintus..LB 63 263 26. Penn Ste 
73 Moss, Ze ....0T 6-6 338 25 Alabama Slaw 
49. Mio, BOD ou TE 65 260 27 Peon Sie 
75 PAOKY Ison OT 65 295 34 Penn Sate 
39 Prog Mieic.ui08 60 210 20) Wiis See 
7 Rade, Stn. 63 236 30. Pom Sala 
74 Schult, Willa...OT 65 905.25 Southern Cal 
5 Should, Dain...0T 63 288 24 Tulane 
98 Siagust, Tonys.n...NF 63 209. 25 Pitsbunh 
5. Sol Ron, 6 63 200 30 Maryland 
3 Sh, on 63 203 33. Florida Salo 
68 Tombein, Pal... 62 310 26 Floida Sale 
40 Tay dk. 08 63. 219 30 Minois 
7 Tupa, Tom 08 64 225 25 Ohio Sae 
72 Vander Pool, Mark... OT 6-7 303.24 Coad 
5B Vanderbeck Nat..1B 6-3. 258 25 Michigan Sale 
& Vern, Croce... WR 5-8 162 29 SWla 
82 Wales, Tn ocdB 63 295 24 SEMo. SL 
89. Zand, Cat asutB 2 235. 29. Tenmesson 
‘name pos Wt colege 
1 Erman, S26 DE 64 280 Washington 
1 Cova Ouein...8 63. 237 Teras ABM 
2 Ambrose Asla....0B 5-10 177. Mis. ally St 
4 Cor, Roohey....RB 5:9 221 Note Dame 
4 Motoy,Antion)....NT 6-0. 279. Fla 
5 Toy, Mat .no- RB 6-0 231 UCLA 
6 Habersham Shoun..WA. 5-10. 180. UT-Chatanoop, 
7 Ste, Oeteh.....n-DE 63 265 Marfand 
B Baer Jason.....08 59 187 Okhona 
8 Humphrey, Ronald... 8. 5-10 201. Mis. Valley 9 
9 Mile Eddie .au.WR Bet 181. Sout Cara 
10 Grant Seven B60 227 West Vina 
12 Brandon, Miceel...0E 4 290. Flrida 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL, 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


BRONCOS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Treadwel, 112 points on 31 extra points and 27 field 


gas...3d 

PUSHING—Green, 1,037 yards on 261 caries, 40 avg, 4 
Ts....2nd 

PASSING—Elway, 242 of 451 attemots for 3.253 yards and 13 
‘TDs. ..9ih 

ECEVING—Young, 44 receptions for 629 yas, 143 avg, 2 
‘TDs: .. T22nd 

INTERCEPTIONS—Atwater, 5 for 104 yards, 20.8 avera~ 


@.. 
PUNTING—Horan, 72 puns, 41.8 avg. longest 71 yards... 8th 
PUNT RETURNS—Johnson, 24 for 174 yards, 7.3 average 7th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Morigomery, 26 for 488 yards, 18.8 av- 
erage... 4th 

‘SACKS—Fletcher, 135 sacks ...T2nd 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August. 3 AtSan Francisco (N) 
8 TAMPA BAY 
48 Miami at Brin, Gemany 
2 NDatas (N) 
28 PHOENDK(N) 
1992 SCHEDULE 


1991 
Septemter 6 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (N) 
43. SANDIEGO E 
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DENVER BRONCOS 
Ask football fans for their own mental picture 
of the Denver Broncos, and odds are that it 
have something to do with the indomitable 
John Elway. The most recent Elway heroics 
came in the playoffs against Houston last 
year. Confronted by fourth-down plays and 
defeat leering in his face, he found a way. 

That image of the Broncos is only partially 
accurate. Denver is a defensive team now. 
That is what landed them just a whisker away 
from their fifth Super Bowl appearance last 
January. It is what makes them one of the 
three most serious Super Bowl aspirants in the 
AFC this year. Consider the defensive catego- 
ties in which the Broncos finished No. 1 in the 
conference a year ago: points allowed (235), 
touchdowns (20), touchdown passes (12), 
sacks (52), interceptions (23), first downs 
(242), rushing first downs (81), passing first 
downs (147), passing yards (2,755), third- 
down conversion percentage (31.1), oppos- 
ing passers rating (60.6). The consistency 
was even more impressive. Denver allowed 
17 points or fewer 12 times, 10 points or fewer 
five times. Opponents were held to one touch- 
down or less in 10 games. 

There are skeptics who say Denver's re- 
markable turnaround, 5-11 in 1990 to 12-4 in 
1991, was due to the last-place schedule it 
played. There might have been some point in 
that at first, but the true value of the schedule 
might have been the buying of some develop- 
ment time. The Broncos, beaten by Houston 
42-14 in early October, knocked the Oilers 
out of the playoffs in January. In the AFC’s 
toughest division (overall won-lost record of 
42-38), Denver did win its fourth West title in 
six years. Three AFC West teams made the 
playoffs. This season the Broncos will be test- 
ed heavily, even at home, where they were 
two points from a perfect season in '91. Five of 
eight home games are against playoff teams, 
while the Super Bowl contestants, Washington 
and Buffalo, will be met on the road. 

Elway, of course, is the big guy offensively. 
He passed for 3,253 yards, but with him it is 
more his resourcefulness than his numbers. 
He ran for 258 yards and six touchdowns. It 
was the seventh straight season in which he 
passed for more than 3,000 yards and ran for 
more than 200. No NFL quarterback ever had 
more than three such consecutive seasons. 
And here is the most significant number of all 
for Elway: 77 victories in the last eight regular 
seasons, the most in the league. 

The Denver running game is a puzzle, but 
not a nagging one. All sorts of dire predictions 
were made when Bobby Humphrey, a 1,000- 
yard rusher in the two previous seasons, held 
out beyond opening day. Gaston Green, ac- 
quired from the Los Angeles Rams after a 
couple of disappointing years, ran for 1,037 
yards and made the Pro Bowl. He had five 
100-yard games, specializing in the big play 
with six runs of 40 yards or more. Greg Lewis 
rushed for 376 yards as a rookie. Humphrey 
was traded to Miami for Sammie Smith. 
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The receiving was a mixed bag and proba- 
bly will continue to be. Michael Young, previ- 
ously a spot guy, led the team with 44 catches 
for 629 yards, Mark Jackson caught 33 for 
436. Vance Johnson, who coach Dan Reeves 
said "played as well as I've ever seen him play 
late in the season,” added 21 for 208. Derek 
Russell caught 21 for 317 yards as a rookie 
and could play a larger role in '92. Reeves is 
trying to replace tight end Clarence Kay, and 
Reggie Johnson, a huge second-year player, 
may be his man, Shannon Sharpe, who 
caught 22 passes, is mostly an H-back. 

The offensive line doesn't overwhelm any- 
one, but it satisfies Reeves. Center Keith 
Kartz, guards Sean Farrell and Doug Widell, 
and tackles Ken Lanier, Harvey Salem, and 
Jeff Davidson are experienced. 

The Broncos’ great safeties, Steve Atwater 
and Dennis Smith, both went to the Pro Bowl, 
along with inside linebacker Karl Mecklen- 
burg, but individual performance isn't the 
thing with this unit, Wade Phillips, the coordi- 
nator, stresses team defense. Ten different 


Broncos had at least one sack and six had at 
least one interception. Outside linebacker Si- 
mon Fletcher tied the team record with 13% 
sacks, including a 10-game sack streak. 
Mecklenburg, a fast-finishing old pro, had six 
sacks in the last month. Outside linebacker 
Mike Croel, the AFC Defensive Rookie of the 
Year, had 10 sacks. 

Atwater's 150 tackles and 83 solos were 
second only to inside linebacker Michael 
Brooks's 153 and 96. Atwater and Smith tied 
for the interception lead, with five. At 33, Smith 
is the oldest Bronco, but he played so well last 
season that he was named the unit's MVP. The 
Broncos got good mileage from the comers, 
Tyrone Braxton, Wymon Henderson, and 
Charles Dimry. Alton Montgomery can fill in at 
safety or corner, 

Greg Kragen, the starting nose tackle for 
seven years, is the major defensive lineman. 
End Ron Holmes made a nice comeback after 
a down year, When he is interested and moti- 
vated, Holmes is a good two-way player. End 
Warren Powers, entering his fourth pro sea- 
son, should be about to blossom as a heavy 
contributor. The only experienced line sub is 
Brian Sochia, who can be erratic, as the Dol- 
phins learned. Kenny Walker showed, as a 
rookie, that he had some possibilities. Texas 
tough guy Shane Dronett was drafted in the 
second round, but the scouting reports said 
he needs a year of polishing and discipline 


The kicking game is at least consistent. Da- 
vid Treadwell seldom is used on field-goal at- 
tempts of more than 50 yards, but he is deadly 
‘on the close ones. He had a 27-for-36 season 
Mike Horan averaged 41.8 yards on his 71 
punts, The return game is nothing special. 

The college draft was a puzzle, It was as if 
Reeves forgot that his team came so close to 
another Super Bow! last January. The first pick 
was UCLA's Tommy Maddox, who played 
only two years of college football. Maddox, 
20, is the youngest quarterback ever selected 
in the NFL draft. Three or four years down the 
line, he may be the ideal heir apparent to El- 
way, but he doesn't figure to be much help 
now, Dronett is a project, and the next pick, 
his Longhorn teammate Chuck Johnson, an 
offensive lineman, didn't even play football 
last year, 


BRONCOS VETERAN 
ft. ame pos ht_wt age_college 
2 Atal, SIE oo. 63 207 26 Arkansas 
All Rabe .TE 65 238 28 San Diego St 
34 Branton, Tyne... 0B 5-11 185 2B. N. Dakota St 
86 Books, Micael..LB 6:1 235 28 LSU 
Crawford Eet...0L 63 260 26 Aransas 
51 Coch MiG .o.n.l G3 231 29. Nebraska 
{82 Dinidsondel....6 65 $09 25. Ohio Sate 
29. Diny, Chas... 68 6-0 175.26 UNL. 
TEWAY OAM on-O8 63 21 32 Stanford 
68 Fare, $e2h....08 63 260 32. Pom Ste 
73. tees, SIMON LB 6-5. 240 30 Houston 
28 Green, G3SK0N nn. RB 5-11 192 26 UCLA 
93 Halibut, Romie..\B 64 230 24 LSU 
24 ‘Henderson, Wymon,..08 5-9 186 31 UNL 
90 HolMeS, ROR. DE 6-4 265.29 
2 Horan MikEoussnsP S11 190 33 Long Beach St 
80 okson, Mark.......WR 5-10 180. 29 Purdue 
86 Johnson, Bary... WR 6-2 197 24 Matyland 
89. Jotnson, Reggie...TE 6:2 258 24 Florida State 
82 Johnson, Vance....WA 5-1 185. 29 Arizona 
66 Juriga. dim, T 66 275 28 ilinois 
72 Katt, Kai, © 64 270 29 Calimia 
88 Kay, Clanot.....TE 62 237 31 Georgia 
88 Ke, CAMOID wisi 63 285 30 Florida 
7) Kragen, 09.0 NT 63 265 30 Uh State 
21 Lang, LeLo. CB 5-11 185. 25 Washi 
76. Lane, Ken T 63 290 33. Flaids Sale 
1 Leni, Grog. FB §-40 214 23 Washingon 
$9 Lucas, Tim, LB 63 230 31 Calfonia 
77 Mecklenburg, Kal.,L8 6-3. 235 32 Minnesota 
82 Mls, Jet LB 6:3 238 24 Nebraska 
22 Montgomery, Alon... 6-0 195 24 Houston 
12 Moore ShaWn.....08 6-2 214 24 Virgina 
87 Muay, Makino LB 2 240 25. Florida 
Plo, S68. OB 644 212 30 Washington 
98 Pemyman, Rober... RB 6-2 233.28 Michigan 
Polath Fah 645 285.25. N, Arona 
91 Powers, Waren.....DE 66 287 27 Maryland 
8, ves, Regd. RB 6-1 215. 24 SWTeas St 
85 fussel Derek... WA 60 179 23. Atanas 
i vonunnT 66 289 31 Calta 
63 210 29. Otfahoma 
TE 62 230 24 Savanah St 
S 6:3 200 33 Soutien Ca 
RB 6-2 226 25 Floica St. 
70. Soot, Bria......DL 6-3 278 31 NW Oklahoma St 
60 Subs, NOK OL 6-4 278 25 San Dego SL 
54 Tayt KelthwsokB 6-2 260 23. Cental OKaboma 
9 Treadwell, David....K 61 180. 25. Clemson 
96 Walker Menny......DL 63 260 25. Nebraska 
79. Wicell, ave T 65 292 27 Bosion Colne 
87 Wie, Doug S64 287 2 Calpe 
83, Young, Micadl....WR 6-1 183 30 UCLA 
DRAFTEES 
ta name posh wt college 
1 Maddox, Tormy....08 63 199 UCLA’ 
2 Drone, Shan 65 273. Tors 
4 Johnson, Chuck 200 Te 
5. Robinson, Frank 176 Boise Sate 
7 Grater, Ron 22 lowe 
7. dotnson, Jim 301 Michigan Stale 
7. Bosick, Jon. 19), Nebrasta 
8 Lockridge, Ditih... 325 Jackson Site 
9 Over, Muhammad. 470. Oregon 
286 Aubum, 
204 Acom Sle 
198. Viginia Tech 
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LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Irony of ironies, Al Davis finally was elected to 
the Hall of Fame, yet his Raiders drift from 
crisis to crisis, success in Los Angeles elud- 
ing them as immortality in Canton eluded Da- 
vis for so long. It's been years since Davis 
operated as efficiently as he did in those days 
when he was compiling his Hall of Fame bro- 
chure. Lately he’s been reduced to playing a 
George Steinbrenner role, grasping unsuc- 
cessfully for the quick fix to bring the Raiders 
another championship. 

First, there was the Bo Jackson compro- 
mise, in which the Raiders had to wait until 
after the baseball season to make use of Bo's 
generous skills. Last year, it was the signing of 
former 49er star Roger Craig. Jackson's foot- 
ball days ended when his mortality was re- 
vealed two years ago. Craig was not an elixir 
for the Silver and Black, and he went to Minne- 
sota in Plan B last spring. The latest quick fix is 
once-great running back Eric Dickerson, who 
lost his zest for the game in Indianapolis. Dick- 
erson played mind games with the Colts in 
1990, then last year, when he tried to get his 
talent together, he forgot where he put it 

Since the Raiders have a major crisis at 
quarterback, they must get something out of 
their ground attack. Craig may have been 
over the hill but he was the busiest and by far 
the most productive L.A. running back in 
1991, with 590 yards on 162 carries, which 
ranked 17th in the AFC. Davis knows it was a 
reach, since he surrendered a mere fourth- 
round draft choice for Dickerson and then ne- 
gotiated a pay cut with him. Unless Dickerson 
can relocate his zeal as well as his accelera- 
tion, the running attack will be a matter of 
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committee work again. The committee would 
consist of two 32-year-olds, Dickerson and 
Marcus Allen, plus Nick Bell, the huge sec- 
ond-year player who gained 390 yards and 
averaged 3.9 per carry. 

The quarterback crisis revolves around 
Todd Marinovich, the freckle-faced lefty who 
was embarrassed in the Raiders’ playoff loss 
to Kansas City. The decision to start Marino- 
vich against the Chiefs was considered a Da- 
vis production. Marinovich received his first 
pro start the previous week against the same 
Chiefs in the final game of the regular season 
He looked pretty good, but once they got a 
book on the kid, the Chiefs ate him alive, inter- 
cepting him four times and forcing a crucial 
fumble in the playoff game, The Raiders still 
have Jay Schroeder, who at least has experi- 
ence. Not only does Marinovich need more 


RAIDERS VETERAN ROSTER 


name pos. ht_wt age college 

45 Adams, Stefon 5:10 185 29 Eas\ Carolina 

80. Alexander, Mie 63 195 27 Pom State 

32 Alen, Mars 62 210 32 Souter Cal 

33. Anderson Etie 61 210 20 FortValey Site 

59) Bel Anthony... 63 235 28) Michigan Site 

38. Bel, No 62 255 24 ova 

54 Benson, Tom. 62 240 31, Ollahoma 

97 Srovghton Wille 65 280 28 Mami 

24 Brown, Ron... 5.11 185. 31, Arzona Ste 

1 Brown, Tim... 60 195 26 NoteDane 

56 Bucs, Aunday......1B 6-5 250 26 Adbum 

70. Dvis, Sco... 87 275 27 ihinois 
Dickerson, Ei... 63 224.32 SMU 

8 Diveg, Anthony. 63 200 27 Duke 

46. Dom, Trin 60 195 24 Noh Colina 

21. lison, Bema 6-0 190 25. Nevade 

50. Bison, Riki 62 205 32 Scuthem Ca 

11 Evans, Vin. 62 210 37 Southem Cal 


Femandez, Mengn..WA 63 200 33 
FiPatck, dames... 
Freeman, Kye 

Gaines, Derick... 
Gault, Wile. 

lover, Andrew... 
Gli, BOB, an 
Goss, ef... 

Graddy, Sam... 
Graves, Rory 

Hat, G9 
Harrison, Nolan. 
Hincholf, Wiliam. 
Horton, Ean, 


% San Jose St. 
13 67 320 28 Souther Cal 
8 6-1 230 27. Angelo State 
7 5-11, 240 26. Florida ABM 
88 6-1 175 32. Tennessee 
a 66 240 25 Grambling 
a 62 275 35 Note Dane 
7 62 195 35 Ease linis 
5 51017527. Tennessee 
C7 66 29 29 Ohio Sate 
3 64 26 30 Mayland 

74 65 285 23. Inna 

5 60 1% 23 Awad instute 
8 64 240 30 Noth Catlna 
8 511 185 28 Washington 
58 vous DE 63 285 24 Novfok Site 
29 sJotnson,Denns..CB 6-1 200 25 Winston-Salem 
82 Joris Daid.......WR 62 215 24 Delaware State 
52, Jones Mit nanuutB 1 225 23 Missouri 

25. Land, Dan (CB 6-0 195 27 Albany Sate 
7 Long, Howie........DE 65 270 32 Vilanova 
42 Loft Ronn... 6-0 205 33 Soutien Cal 
¥2 Warinoveh Toud...0B 64 215 23. Southem Ca 
41 MeCalium, Napoleon: RB 6-2 225 29 Naval Academy, 
36 
u 
65 
2 
9 
31 
53 
7 
8 
a 
57 
% 
2 
98 
94 
35 
% 
er 
51 
8 
44 
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Meanie. Tey... 0B 510 180 27 Tennessee 
MeEiroy Reggie... 65 290 32 West Teas St 


Montoya, Max.......8 65 290-36 UCLA 
Mosebay, DOM vnwn-C@ 6-8 266 31 Souther Cal 
Mass, Winston... 63 240 27 Miami 
Moeller, Vance... B 6-0 200 28 Occidental 
‘Noga, Niko.. LB 61 2% 30) Havaii 
Palen 0h sn. G7 290 34 Duke 
Paterson, Bis... S11. 195 32 Kansas 
Peat Todd annex 62 325 28. Norther linois. 
Robinson, Jeny...tB 62 225 36 UCLA 
Sohroede, Jay... 6-4 215 31 UCLA 
Seale, SAMvnco-n-6B 5-9. 185. 30 Westem SL (CO) 
‘Showell, Maicolm.... OT 6-6 260 24 Delaware SL 
Smith, Antiony......08 63 265 25 Arzona 
Smith, Stee, RB 6-1 240 28) Penn Sate 
TAOOGI OST eonne 66 315 24, Florida 
Townsend, Gre.....E 63 270 31 TCU 
Tuk Dan 2G 6-4 210 30 Wisconsin 
Wallace, AOA nnkB 63 235 25 Teas ABM 
Washington, Lonel..0B8 6-0 185 92. Tulane 
Wayme, DAVE... 6-1 190 34 Note Dame 

68 Wikerson, Brue.....T 65 295 28 Tennessee 

76 Wisniewski Seve... 6-4 285 25 Penn Sate 

66 Wight SIeVE an annncT 66 280 33. Noth iowa 

DRAFTEES 

(d_ name pos ht wt college 

T MeGiockon, ChesteDT 6-4 G85. Clemson, 

2 Skrepenak Greg......0T 6-6 315 Michigan 

5 Hoskins, Derick.....DB 6:2 200 Southam Miss 

6 Roel, Toy. © 64 25 Florida 

7 Colon, Cutis ......0B 6-0 205 Nebraska 

7 Smith, Kein RB 6-4 260 UCLA 

10 White, AEtO..-bB 63 245 Texas Souhem 

42 Rath, Tom. G 65 285 SouthemIlindis 


polish, but his undisciplined lifestyle puts a 
shadow over his availability. He’s on proba- 
tion as the result of a drug rap. Still, it's Davis's 
call, rather than coach Art Shell's, whether 
Schroeder or Marinovich starts. Schroeder 
threw for 2,562 yards and 15 touchdowns, al- 
though he was intercepted 16 times and had 
the highest interception ratio in the AFC. 

it's essential that the Raiders resolve these 
crises, since they have trouble enough beat- 
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RAIDERS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Jaeger, 116 points on 29 extra points and 29 fila 
‘goals... 2nd 

RUSHING—Craig, 590 yards on 162 carries, 36 avg, 1 
TO... 17th 


PASSING—Schroeder, 189 of $57 attempts for 2.562 yards and 

1570s. 13th 

RECEIVING —Horion, 53 receptions for 650 yards, 123 avg, 5 

TDs... 16h 

INTERCEPTIONS—Lott, B for 52 yards, 65 average... 1st 

PUNTING—Gossett, 67 punts, 44.2 avg., fongest 61 

yards .. 2nd 

PUNT RETURNS—Brown, 29 for 330 yards, 11.4 avg, 1 
2 


1D..2nd 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Holland, 22 for 421 yards, 19.1 av- 
erape... 13th 

SACKS—Townsend, 130 sacks... 3d 


PRESEASON 
August 8 AtSan Francisco (N) 
35. AtLos Angeles Rams (N) 


22 WASHINGTON 
‘29 HOUSTON 
1992 SCHEDULE =~ 1991 SCORES 
‘ = September 6 AL Denver (N) 17-46 
. : 13 At Cincinnati 3844 
ing the good teams in the best of times. After Ne Onis ren 
Pushing into the playoffs with a four-game October 4 NEW YORK GIANTS. 
winning streak, compiled miostly at the ex- 11 BUFFALO .....-.... 27-30 
pense of losers, they lost to Buffalo, New Or- ene (ee 
leans, and then twice to K.C. November 1 OPEN DATE. 
Whoever plays quarterback will have sub- 8 At Philadelphia 
stantial targets. Ethan Horton, the tight end, pepe at 
became one of eight Raiders selected for the Asan Diego (i) ed 
Pro Bowl after his best season: 53 catches December 6 KANSAS CITY peer 
and five touchdowns. Mervyn Fernandez av- 14° ALMiami(N) —.. 
eraged 15.1 yards on his 46 receptions, al- enee ie 


though he scored only once. The big lift came 
from Tim Brown, whose 36 catches included 


five touchdowns and an average of 15.4 
yards. Willie Gault remains a puzzle. He 
caught just seven passes in the final nine 
games after a 50-catch season in '90. 

Despite the offensive troubles, there isn't 
much fault to find with the Raiders’ line. Center 
Don Mosebar and left guard Steve Wisniewski 
went to the Pro Bowl and right guard Max 
Montoya seems to have something left at age 
36. The draft brings a Himalaya of a tackle, 6- 
6, 315-pound Greg Skrepenak of Michigan, 
who could be more dominant as a pro. The 
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coach fantasizes about putting Skrepenak at 
left tackle alongside Wisniewski and produc- 
ing something similar to those halcyon days 
when Shell himself and guard Gene Upshaw, 
both Hall of Famers, used to terrify the NFL. 
The Raiders went back to their roots in the 
draft, selecting Clemson's 335-pound Ches- 
ter McGlockton. They needed someone to 
stop the run and McGlockton is it, assuming 
he stays interested, There were times at Clem- 
son when he would dominate for a series, then 
loaf for two series, The Raiders could stay in 
contention with their defense alone. The pass 
tush is robust. End Greg Townsend had 13 
sacks, young Anthony Smith 10, and Scott 
Davis 61 of the team's total of 42, Nolan Harri- 
son, who started as a rookie, is another poten- 
tial sack artist. If McGlockton comes through 


big, then the 32-year-old Howie Long can be 
rested and used in spots. 

One quick fix that worked was the Plan B 
signing of strong safety Ronnie Lott, who went 
to the Pro Bowl after making the vital plays that 
led to at least three Raider victories. Lott's 


performance obscured an outstanding sea- 
son by free safety Eddie Anderson, The cor- 
ners, Terry McDaniel and Lionel Washington, 
can play with anyone. Backup Elvis Patterson 
was a terror on special teams. 

The defensive problem is the linebacking. 
Davis made another quick-fix attempt by pick- 
ing up Atlanta's disappointment, Aundray 


Bruce, via Plan B. The incumbent linebacking 
trio has Riki Ellison in the middle with Tom 
Benson and Winston Moss on the outside. 
They need Aaron Wallace to step forward. 

There would have been no playoffs for L.A 
without its special teams. Punter Jeff Gossett, 
kicker Jeff Jaeger, and return ace Brown all 
went to the Pro Bowl. Not only did Gossett 
average 44.2 yards on his 67 punts, but he 
dropped 26 inside the 20-yard line. Jaeger 
gave the Raiders their best place-kicking 
ever, converting 29 of 34 field goals, including 
two that won games. Brown averaged 11.4 
yards per punt return. 
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CHARGERS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC | 
Scone Tan 88 points on 31 extra points and field 
is... Mh 


RUSHING—Butls, 834 yards on 193 caries, 43 avg. 6 
TDs 6th 


PASSING Fs, 282 o 487 atts fot 288 yrs and 12 
eth 

RECEIVING—Harmon, 59 receptions for S55 yards, 94 avg. 1 
1D... T13th 

INTERCEPTIONS —yd, 6 for 48 yards, 8.0 average... T2nd 
PUNTING—Kidd, 76 punts, 40:3 avg., longest 60 yards .. 11th 
PUNT RETURNS Taylor, 28 for 268 yards, 9.6 average, 3d 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Lenis, 23 for 578 yards, 25.1 avg, 1 


1D... 4st 
SAOKS—O Neal, 9.0 sacks... Téth 


August 8 A Phoenix (N) 
14 AL New England (N) 
21 SAN FRANCISCO (N) 
27 LOS ANGELES RAMS (N) 
1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
September 6 KANSAS CiTY 13-14 
13 At Denver 19-27 
20 PITTSBURGH 20-26 
27 AtHouston oH 
October «4 SEATTLE q44 
11 OPEN DATE 
18 At Indianapolis ace 
25 DENVER GT 
November 7 INDIANAPOLIS. 
8 
5 
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SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 

Some sort of football curse must have been 
cast on Alex Spanos when he purchased the 
Chargers in 1984. “I'm on cloud nine,” he said 


at the time. “This is the culmination of a 
dream, a lifetime dream.” 

Some dream. In Spanos's eight seasons, 
the Chargers have finished above fourth only 
once, compiled a winning record only once 
That was in 1987, the strike year, when they 
won all three ersatz games with replacement 
players. During that nightmare stretch, he has 
gone through four head coaches, three gen- 
eral managers, and five starting quarter- 
backs. Last season, they finished by losing 
four of their last five games. 

To bring order out of chaos, Spanos, who 
hired the esteemed Bobby Beathard as gen- 
eral manager last year, welcomes Bobby 
Ross as his new coach. As a college coach, 
Ross brought Maryland its best era since the 


days of the late Jim Tatum in the ‘50s, and 
then he directed Georgia Tech to its best sea- 
sons since the revered Bobby Dodd was 
coach more than 30 years earlier. Ross is not 
a neophyte.in pro football. He was an assis- 
tant at Kansas City before he took the Mary- 
land job. Ross's biggest ally in his first year 
will be the Chargers’ fifth-place schedule: 
Other than their usual division opponents, 
Houston is the only winning team they'll meet. 
The schedule is full of teams such as Tampa 
Bay, Cincinnati, and Phoenix. They play India- 
napolis home and away. 

Just how much San Diego is able to take 
advantage of the friendly schedule may be up 
to John Friesz, the young quarterback Ross 
inherited. Friesz started all 16 games under 
Dan Henning, the departed coach. He 
Passed for a total of 627 yards in consecutive 
games against Cleveland and the Rams. He 
also had a number of down days, including 
the season finale when he was intercepted 
three times in Denver's three-point victory. 

Life would be simpler for Friesz if Anthony 
Miller returned to Pro Bow! form after an injury 
pocked season. Miller had a four-game 
stretch in the middle of the season when he 
averaged seven catches, but overall it was a 
down year. He led the team with 44 catches, 
his lowest total since his rookie season 
Beathard got lucky in the seventh round of the 


"91 draft when he landed Nate Lewis, who 
contributed 42 catches. Ross may not be hap- 
py with his squad of tight ends, who contribut- 
ed little to the passing game. 

Ross is expected to take the Chargers out 
of the one-back offense, which would give him 
an opportunity to play both of his studs, Mar- 
ion Butts and Rod Bernstine. Between them 
they gained more than 1,600 yards. Butts fin- 
ished sixth in the AFC with 834 yards and a 
4.3-yard average. Bernstine finished seventh, 
with 766 yards, a 4.8 average, and eight 
touchdowns. Voted Most Valuable Player, 
however, was Ronnie Harmon, who combined 
for more than 1,000 total yards, leading the 
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team with 59 catches for 55 yards. He aver- 
aged 6.1 yards on his 89 carries. If Ross 
wants a change of pace, he has quick Eric 
Bieniemy, who was seldom used as a rookie. 

The offensive line has possibilities. Court- 
ney Hall was switched back to his normal cen- 
ter position from guard. Broderick Thompson 
and David Richards, the right tackle and 
guard, respectively, are experienced and du- 
rable. Eric Moten started 11 games at left 
guard as a rookie despite a neck injury. Leo 
Goeas is the right tackle. 

Ross made a startling decision on defense, 
hiring Bill Arnsparger, considered a football 
antique, as his coordinator. Arns has been out 
of the NFL a long time, first as a college coach 
and most recently as athletic director at the 
University of Florida. His first move was to 
switch from the 3-4 alignment to a four-man 
line. The major personnel switch involves 
moving linebacker Junior Seau to the outside, 
Where he should be more of a force as a pass 
rusher. As a pro sophomore, Seau recorded 
seven sacks from his inside position. Putting 
Leslie O'Neal, the sack leader, with nine, out 
wider should benefit him, too. 

Gary Plummer, an underrated inside back- 
er, may get the assignment as Amsparger's 
first middle linebacker. Plummer is a premier 
run plugger. In a game against San Francisco 
early last year, he had 15 tackles. He finished 
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the season with 112. Henry Rolling, the other 
inside linebacker in the 3-4, began showing a 
knack for the big play. There is no skill prob- 
lem with Burt Grossman, who could become 
one of the better pass rushers, but Amsparger 
will have to heal the rift between Grossman 
and the temperamental O'Neal. 

The expectation is that Chris Mims of Ten- 
nessee, the top draft choice, will claim the 
other starting end. He could be a big-time 
quarterback assaulter if he learns to discipline 
himself. The inside line positions should go to 
Joe Phillips, who made a remarkable come- 
back from a beating he absorbed from a cou- 
ple of thugs, and George Thornton, a promis- 
ing youngster who also can play outside. Phil- 
lips is a natural nose tackle, but he should be 
able to convert to tackle in a four-man line. 

The drafting of Fresno State's Marquez 
Pope gives Amsparger flexibility in the sec- 
ondary. Since Gill Byrd, who made the Pro 


Bow! for the first time last year, is entering his 
10th season, he may be more help if he moves 
to the vacant strong safety. Pope has the 
speed and hitting ability to play either safety 
or corner. Stanley Richard won the free-safety 
job as a rookie last year 

John Carney kicked the longest field goal in 
Charger history, a game-winning 54-yarder. 
He also hit a 53-yarder and finished 19-for-29. 
Punter John Kidd had a sparkling finish to av- 
erage 40.3 yards with 22 kicks inside the 20. 
Lewis led the AFC in kickoff returns with a 
25.1-yard average, including a 95-yarder for a 
touchdown. Kitrick Taylor's 9.6-yard punt-re- 
turn average was third in the AFC. 


CHARGERS VETERAN ROSTER 
0, name pos ht wt age college 
‘Athol, Erk......WR 610 187 26 Southem Cal 
5 Andres Rich......K 5:10 160. 23, Florida State 
$2. ANN, SAM. LB 83 240° 27 Southem Cal 
74 BeaulordTeny.......6 6-1 296 24 Florida ASM 
% Berson, Mitchall...OT &4 $00 25 TCU 
82 Bemsting, Rod... TE-RB 6-3 238 27 Texas AGM 
2 Bienieny. Bic... 8B $7 210 23 Colorado 
37 Blaylock Tony........B 510 190 27 Winston-Salem St 
35. Bulls Marion.......RB 6-1 248 26 Flovida State 
2 Byrd, il... DB 5-11 198 31 San Jose Stale 
Came, JOHN n.-nnoK 5:11 170 28, Notre Dame 
29 Carington,Darren....$ 6:2 200 26 Northern arizona 
59 Clark, Greg........1B 6-0 226 27 Azona Stale 
2B Elder, Dome... CB 59 178 29 Memphis Site 
8B Faison, Derick... WR 6-4 200 25. Howard 
26 Fields, Floyd......$S 6-0 208 23 Arizona Stale 
27 Frank, Donald......08 6-0 192 27 Winslon-Salem 
YT Fes, tM nw O8 64 218 25. Idaho. 
16 Gagliano, BoD.....08 63 205 34 Uah Stale 
(87 GOW, LEO sen Ok G4 292 26 Hava 
7 Graham, Jef... 0B 6-6 210 26 Long Beach St 
LB 63 233 28 Fresno State 
DE 6-4 265 25 Pittsburgh 
53 OL 61 281 24 Rice 
Ed vo 8$_ 6-1 211 27 Clemson 
33. Harmon, Ronnie.....RB 5-11 207 28 lowe 
34 Hendrickson, Steve.HB 6:0 258 26 California 
39 Jackson, Cedric...08 60 235 24 TCU 
80 Jeerson, Sawn... WR 5-11. 172 23 Central Florida 
66 Jenkins, Danyl.....1 6-4 310 25 Georgia Tech 
98. Joalson, Breg.......DE 6-3 270 26. Aizona Stale 
68 Johnson, Jarod... 6:1 280 23 Lehigh 
48. Jones, Kenneth....CB 6-1 205 24 Tennessee St 
SF Kato, ANY. 0nueLB 6:2 238 27 So, Orogon St 
21 Kelson, Derick...,.DB 6-0 187 24 Purdue 
10 Kid, Joh) nnn. 63 208 31 Northwesiem 
78 Laster, Jimmy... OL 6-6 305 23 Oregon Tech 
BY LEWIS, N&LEoneWR 5-11 198 26 Oregon Tech 
47 Mick, Ceti. 0B 5-11 190 32 Baylor 
99 Marve, Eugene......LB 6-2 240 32 Saginaw Vale St. 
31 McEwen, Calg... HB 6-1 226 27 Utah 
83 Mille, Anthony... WR 5-11 189 27 Tennessee 
TT Molen, Eric G 62 306 24 Michigan State 
4 O'fiara, Pat 08 6-3 205 24 Souther Cal 
91 O'Neal, Leslie... 6-4 259 28 Oklahoma State 
38 Oldham, Chvis......CB 59 183 24 Oregon 
69 Parrish, James,...u.T 6-5 292 24 Temple 
75, Philips, JO8.-..nwNT 65 318 29 SMU 
50 Plummer, Gary.,....lB 6-2 244 32 California 
90 Price, Teyana DE 6-4 272 24 Tonas ASM 
24 Richard, Stanley.....FS 6-2 197 25 Texas 
‘65 Richards, David....OL 6-4 310 26 UCLA 
SST Rolling, Henry.....UB 6:2 225 27 Nevada 
Ruhland, Mat... 64 273 25. lova 
20 Samuels, Chris... $10 202 23 Texas 
79 Savage, Tony... NT 6:3 300 25 Washington St 
55 Seau, Jutiot.nnunnLB 63 250 23 Southern Cal 
23 Shelton, arthony....FS 6-1 195 25 Tennessee State 
54 Smith, Bly Ray.....LB 6:3 236 31 Arkansas 
72 Swayne, Hat. ono..T 6-5 290. 27) Rutgers 
56 Thavton, Galand....LB 6-1 240 28 Wyoming 
‘84 Thigpen, Yancey... WR 6-0 208 28 Winston-Salem 
76 Thompson, BroderickOL 6-4 295 32 Kansas 
%3 Thornton, George...0T 63 300 24 Alabama 
25 Vanborse,Sean.....CB 5-10 180 24 Howard 
8 Verbuls, Chis......HB 63 245 26 Chico State 
89. Walker, Detick......1E 60 250. 25 Michigan 
73 Walter, Jeff.o.uun OL 6-4 286 29° Memphis State 
87 Young, vane......TE 6-1 276 24 Michigan State 
70 Zandolsty, Mike... 6-2 305.27 Washington 
DRAFTEES 
rd, name pos ht wt college 
1 Mims. Ohis:......DE 65 270 Tennessee 
2 Pope, Marquez......0B 5-10 180. Fresno St 
3 Ethridge, Ray.......WR 5-10 180 Pasadena City 
5 Whitey, Curis... 6-1. 288. Clemson 
5 Lie, KeViMoe wn AB 6-2 251 NC.ABT 
5 Jonassen Bic.......0T 65-310 Bloomsburg St. 
6 White Reggie... 64 231 North Carolina AST 
7 May,Deems........7 6-4 280 North Carolina 
8 Full, James........DB 5-11 208 Portiand St 
9 Bames, Johnnie... G1. 173. Hampton 
10 Paul, Arthur, DT 6-6 207 Arizona State 
11 Medes, Keith... RB 6-0 214 Teas AaM 
42 Huerta, Catlos......PK 5-7 172 Miami 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 

Think of the Kansas City Chiefs as a sleek 
} racing car. The design is on the cutting edge. 
The aerodynamics are top of the line. The 
gadgetry is futuristic. There is one catch: Un- 
der the hood is a rebuilt engine. The old, re- 
built engine was Steve DeBerg, but he wore 
‘out once again. The new, rebuilt engine is 
Dave Krieg. The Chiefs hope he provides bet- 
ter mileage with a longer warranty. 

In short, the Chiefs are a championship-cal- 
iber team with a quarterback problem. De- 
Berg gave them the season of his career in 
1990 and they still were eliminated from the 
playoffs in the first round. Last year, the rest of 
the team grew and improved, yet DeBerg 
staggered through the season. They were 
blown out of the playoffs in the first round. 
Now it's the same formula with a different 
quarterback, Krieg, who spent the first 12 sea- 
sons of his pro career with Seattle. 

The signing of Krieg as a Plan B free agent 
is something of a long shot. He will be 34 in 
October and his body bears cleat marks from 
a legion of pass rushers. For the last three 
years, he was the most intercepted quarter- 
back in the AFC. Nevertheless, he has a track 
record of winning games when everyone else 
was hysterical, and that's all Kansas City 
asks, Their praise for young quarterback Mark 
Vlasic sounds suspiciously like whistling past 
the graveyard 


KEVIN ROSS & e a 


CHIEFS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORINGLowery, 110 points on 35 extra points and 26 field 
(goals... Tah 

ae a 1,031 yards on 225 carries, 46 avg, 9 


PSS, 256 of 434 yards for 2,985 yards and 17 
‘th 
FENG ona 43 receptions for 495 yards, 11.5 avg, 1 


ITEROEPTIONS Chery, 4 for 31 yards, 7.8 average... Tah 
PUNTING—Barkr, 57 punts, 404 avg, longest 57 yards... 10th 
A RETURNS—Stradlord, 22 for 180. yards, 6.8 avora- 


9th 
ROKOrF RETURNS—Willams, 24 for 524 yards, 21.8 ave 
erage. th 
SAOKS—Thomas, 13. sacks... 2nd 


Even if Krieg gives the Chiefs a miracle 
year, they need to expand their offensive hori- 
zons. There has been too much "Here we 
come with our power backs, right up the mid- 
dle—try to stop us." The power backs were 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 8 AL Green Bay (N) 
15. AtMinnesota(N) 


24 BUFFALO (N) stopped too often in the big games. Last sea- 
28 INDIANAPOLIS (N) son, in a Monday night game against Buffalo, 
1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES the Chiefs unveiled young running back Har- 
Senet“ §sSan Gap sectoral yey Williams and he provided the balance that 
eats yeaa ees helped them embarrass the Bills. Coach 
2. LOSANGELES RAIDERS (N) <1 aah Marty Schottenheimer has to figure out a way 
October 4 AtDenver or ABD, to get Williams more involved in the offense. 
avatars Christian Okoye finished third among AFC 
25. PITTSBURGH (i) rushers, with 1,031 yards. He scored nine 
November 1 OPEN DATE... , touchdowns. He still hurts people when they 
Pa ESC aes 20-17 tackle him. Barry Word, an Okoye clone,, 
2D NSabe No mia gained 684 yards. Williams added 447. Both 
2 AiNew York Jets Okoye and Word broke longer runs than Wil- 
December 6 AlLos Angeles Raiders .... 21-2 liams, whose best was 25 yards, but Williams 
IRAE a. < can get outside and he catches the ball well, 
Pi DENVER tear ac Oe eae NL assets that Okoye and Word don't have. 
With Stephone Paige injured for all but two 
games, the Chiefs didn't place a receiver 
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among the AFC's top 30. Krieg is accustomed 
to better. What he needs is a Paige comeback 
and the rapid development of pro sophomore 
Tim Barnett, who averaged 13.8 yards and 
had five touchdowns among his 41 recep- 
tions. A tight end who can bail out Krieg also 
must be found, 

The Chiefs’ offensive line, usually a given 
when discussing the team’s assets, is out of 
balance. John Altis among the better left tack- 
les in the NFL and left guard Dave Szott and 
center Tim Grunhard are young studs. But 
there is worry on the right side, where guard 
David Lutz is showing his age and tackle Der- 
tick Graham still hasn't proved himself. Tight 
end Jonathon Hayes is more valued as a 
blocker than as a receiver. 

Defensively, the Chiefs put plenty of heat on 
the passers when blitzing linebacker Derrick 
Thomas is at the top of his game. He had 13% 
of Kansas City's 39 sacks, Thomas has be- 
come a more complete linebacker, playing 
the run with authority. The line is formidable, 
with Pro Bowler Neil Smith (eight sacks) on 
one side of star nose tackle Dan Saleaumua 
and veteran tough guy Bill Maas on the other. 
The linebacker corps needs a strong come- 
back by inside backer Percy Snow, who suf- 
fered a broken ankle in a non-football situa- 
tion, Dino Hackett is still a load inside and 
there were strong contributions by Lonnie 
Marts and ex-Tampa Bay Buc Ervin Randle. 

Alarmingly, the major defensive worry for 
the Chiefs is the secondary, long a strong 
point. The problem is age. Free safety Deron 
Cherry had the best year with four intercep- 
tions and a team-leading 116 tackles, but he's 
33. Corner Albert Lewis will be 32 and he gets 
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hurt often these days. The other corner, Kevin 
Ross, is 30. The strong safety, Kevin Porter, 
26, is the only sub-30 starter. Jayice Pearson, 
who played for Lewis most of last season, is 
29. The age factor showed in '91. It's difficult 
to score on K.C. from within the 20, but it's 
possible to beat them with big pass plays. 
That's what Buffalo did in the playoffs. Dale 
Carter of Tennessee, the top draft choice, 
could have an immediate effect whether he is 
stationed at cornerback or safety. Carter is the 
sort of big-play guy who can give the Chiefs 
an extra defensive dimension. He goes to the 
bail and can do it quickly. The bonus is that he 
led the nation in kickoff returns as a Vol junior, 
averaging almost 30 yards. He also is an ac- 
complished punt returner. 

The Chiefs really wanted Houston quarter- 
back David Klinger, but when Cincinnati 
tabbed him, they settled on Virginia quarter- 
back Matt Blundin in the second round. The 
irony is that if Krieg falters, Blundin is better 
equipped than Kiingler to play now, even 
though Blundin, an ex-basketball player, start- 
ed only one year. Virginia's offense is more 
akin to Kansas City's, while Houston is a run- 
and-shoot team and Klingler's high school 
team used an option offense. 

Other useful rookies include Michigan's 
Mike Evans, who could be an extra pass rush- 
er, and receiver Tony Smith, whose potential 
was never fully explored at Notre Dame. 


On the surface, Nick Lowery, the great field- 
goal kicker, still has it. He was successful on 
25 of 30 attempts, yet Schottenheimer doesn't 
ask him to kick the long ones much any more. 
Bryan Barker did an adequate punting job. 
Williams's 21.8-yard kickoff-return average 
was fourth in the AFC. 
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98 Grin, Leonard....DE 

BY Guna, TiMnnu 6-2 290 
56 Hackett Dino......18 63 230 
22 Hagy, John. S 60 190 
7 Hargain, Tony. WR 6-0 188 
86 Harry Eile......WA 5-11 186 
85 Hayes, Jonathan....TE 6:5 248, 
32 Hemingway, Geowe.AB 6-0. 238 
87 Hodson, Caig....TE 63 245 
43. Jone, Bil masRB SAV 227 
8) Jones, Fred......WA 5-9 182 
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Wisconsin 
SW Texas State 
Grambling 
Mion 
Grambling 
Nebraska 
Dartmotth 
Georgia Teh 


a 
4 
B 
8 
6 
5 
a 
6 
% 
3 
90 
Pa] 
2B 
2 
% 
a 
0 
4 
% 
% 
% 
Keg, DAVE nn OB G1 192 34 
Lows; Alber CB 6-2 195. 32 
Cons, Taunan......CB 5:10 175 24 
Lowery, Nick K 6-4 205 34 
Luv, David. G 66 305 33 
Maas, Bil DE 65 275 30 Pitsbuigh 
Malone, Oarrell.....8 S10 7 25 Jacksorvile Sle 
Martin, Chin. LB 6-2 241 32 Auburn 
Marts, Lonnie....\B 6-1 243 24 Tulane 
MoNair, Todo... 61 191 27 Temple 
Mincy, Chale... 5-11 187 23 Washington 
Mitchell, Sump... 5-9. 200 33 The Citadel 
COkoye, Chistian ...RB 6-1 260 31 Azusa Pacific 
Paige, Sephone.... WA 6-2 188 31. Fresno Site 
Pearson, Jayce...B 5-11 186. 29. Washington 
Porter, Kevin 26 Auburn 
Randle, Ervin......LB 6-1 250 30 Baylor 
Rogers, Tray.....(B 6-2 241 25 Fresno Stale 
31 Hoss, Kevin........CB 5-9 182 30. Temple 
97 Saleaumua,Dan....NT 6-0 295 28 Arizona State 
2% TCU 
2% Pitsburgh 
2% Nebraska 
25 Michigan State 
28 Boston College 
25 Penn Stale 
25. Michigan Stale 
30, Fresno State 
25 Alabama 
26. Oregon Stale 
29 Grambling 
26 Okiahoma 
23 Pennsyvania 
2 
a 
Fs] 
2 
ES 


Sitlen; Tye LB 8-1. 245 
Sims, Tom NT 6:2 285 
Smith, Nei. DE 6-4 275 
Snow, Petcy.....\B 6-2 250 
Strand, Troy.....AB 5-9 194 


Thomas, Robb. 
Thompson, Bennie...§. 6-0. 200 
Thompson, Kevin... 5-10. 190 
Valerio, Joe. T 65 293 


Willams, Harvey...R8 6-2. 202 
Word, Gaiy.......AB 6-2 242 
Young, Todd.......TE 


Virginia 


54 
% 
0 
sa 
% 
7] 
3 
9 
58 Thomas, Derick 
8 
8 
o 
73 
13 
2 
4 
P2] 
3 Penn State 


1d name. pos ft wt college 
7 Carte, Date. DB 6-1 181 Tesnésses 
2 Blundin, Matl.......0B 6-6 228 Virgnia 

4 Evans, Mike DL 63 267 Michigan 

6 Smith, Tony......WA 6-2 185° Notre Dame 
7 Anderson, Erick.....LB 6-1 241 Michigan 
B Jennings, Jim .......6 64 235 San Diego St 
9 Leeuvenbug, day..6 6-2 267 Colorado 
10 Osirosh. Gerry... DE 6:3 310, Tulsa 

11) Rigby, Doug... DE 6-6 276. Wyoming 
12 Williams. Corey.....DB 6-2 190 Okishoma’St 
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‘= SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
The Chuck Knox era officially ended in Seattle 
last December, but it actually ended when 
Ken Behring purchased the team three years 

ago. Knox was never Behring’s kind of coach 

"My philosophy is that you play to win," said 

the owner. "Chuck's philosophy is a little more 

to play not to lose.” 

Behring will have his philosophy tested this 
season. Tom Flores, who added the title of 
coach to his title of Seahawks president, was 
a more daring coach when he won two Super 
Bowls with the Raiders. The problem with the 
current Seahawks is that they are missing 
some vital parts, such as a viable quarter- 
back, After Dave Krieg was banished (to Kan- 
sas City) via plan B free agency, Flores’ 
choice became either of two untested kids, 
Dan McGwire and Kelly Stouffer. McGwire got 
to throw only seven passes, completing three, 
after Seattle made him its No. 1 draft pick. 
Stouffer, who cost the Seahawks three draft 
picks in 1988, has played in just two games in 
the last two years. 

Flores may be perplexed about where to 
turn, He can't even fall back on Knox's old 
ploy, "Ground Chuck." Seattle's rushing yard- 
age was 11th in the AFC. The top runner, full- 


back John Williams, could manage only 741 
yards. The starting tailback, Derrick Fenner, 
was another Plan B defector. 

The best thing Flores has going for him is 
defense. Tom Catlin, Knox's defensive guru 
since Chuck became a head coach 19 years 
ago, elected to stay in Seattle, where he built 
the No. 2 defense in the AFC. If the opposition 
hadn't been held to 20 or fewer points in 11 
games, the Seahawks wouldn't have ap- 
proached their 7-9 record 

Don't expect the new coach to pay much 
respect to the status quo. The Seahawks lost 

* five of their seven games in November and 
December. It seems to be a good time for the 
introduction of new faces. McGwire would 
seem the most likely fresh face. At 6-foot-8 
and 243 pounds, he could be a tree in the 
passing pocket, both in the sense of sturdi- 
ness and lack of mobility. The optimists like to 
think of the 27 touchdown passes he threw for 
San Diego State in his senior year. 
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JOHN L, WILLIAMS 


CORTEZ 
\" KENNEDY 


Williams, one of the better NFL fullbacks for 
the last six years, gained 1,240 total yards in 
1991. But he is supposed to fill the supporting 
role. The Seahawks would like someone to 
impersonate Curt Warner, their long-departed 
funning star. Could be that they'll have to 
compromise and play two fullbacks, lining up 
James Jones alongside Williams 


‘SEAHAWKS 1991 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 

SCORING—Kasay, 102 points on 27 extra poinls and 25 field 

goals... 6th 

RUSHING—Willams, 741 yards on 188 caries, 39 avg, 4 
ath 


TDs 
PASSING—Krleg, 187 of 285 attempts for 2080 yards and 11 
TDs. Ath 


RECEIVING ~Blades, 70 receptions for 1,008 yards, 14:3 avg, 2 
TOs...17th 


INTERCEPTIONS—Robinson, 5 for 56 yards, 11.2 av- 

rage... Tard 

PUNTING—Tuien, 49 punts, 43,0 avg, longest 60 yards... Sih 

PUNT RETURNS—Warren, 32 for 208 yards, 92 avg, 1 

10... dt 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Warren, 35 for 792 yards, 226. av- 
ad 


erage 
‘SACKS Porter, 10.0 sacks... TSth 
PRESEASON SCHEDULE 


August 6 LOS ANGELES RAMS (N) 
45 AVindianapolis (N) 
22. PHOENIX (N) 
26 ALSan Fanciseo (N) 
1992 SCHEDULE 1991 SCORES 
September 6 CINCINNATI 187 
43. Kansas City 13-20 
20. ALNew England 
27 MIAMI 
October 4. AL San Diego 1447 
11 ALDallas 
18 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 20-28 
25 ALNew York Gianls 
November 1 OPEN DATE 
8 WASHINGTON... 
15. AtLos Angeles Raiders... 731 
22 KANSAS CITY (N), 6-19 
80 DENVER 1840 
December 6 AL Pitsburgh a 
{3° PHILADELPHIA 
20 AtDemver 10-16 
27 SAN DIEGO 20-9 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


The most impressive receiver is Brian 
Blades, who caught 70 passes for a 14.3-yard 
average. Tommy Kane caught 50 for a 15.3- 
yard average. Each scored just two touch- 
downs. Considering that the quarterback will 
be inexperienced and the offensive line under 
repair, the Seahawks need a big year from 
tight end Travis McNeal, who caught only 17 
passes in 1991. Williams, always a reliable 
receiver, caught 61 for 499 yards, 

The only stable veterans in the line are 
guard Bryan Millard, who went to the Pro Bowl 
again, and emerging tackle Andy Heck 4ine 
Bill Hitchcock is a comer =* iach 2. F wes 
needs Joe Tofflemire to come up big at Center 
after a year of inactivity due to sis back injury. 

No one criticized Knox when he traded two 
first-round draft choices for the opportunity to 
pick Cortez Kennedy in 1990, and last season 
the 293-pound tackle became one of the 
dominant players in the NFL. He led the line- 
men in sacks, with 6’, had 72 tackles, and 
made a dozen tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage. At 35, end Jacob Green keeps 
doing it by memory. Jeff Bryant is no kid at 32, 
either. Tony Woods gained 25 pounds to 
make the switch from linebacker to right end. 
He recovered four fumbles but otherwise his 
debut was nothing special. 


‘RUFUS PORTER 
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Rufus Porter developed into one of the bet- 
ter outside linebackers, leading the team in 
sacks, with 10, and in tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage, with 15. Terry Wooden recov- 
ered from an injury to lead the team in tackles, 
with 100. Dave Wyman tries to return from an 
injury to reclaim his middle-linebacker job. 

The strength of the secondary is at safety, 
where Eugene Robinson finished either first or 
second in tackles the last four years and led in 
interceptions with five in '91. Strong safety 
Robert Blackmon has a bright future, Dwayne 
arper and Patrick Hunter are the corners. 

Flores is going to need every edge he can 
find, and special teams, which remain under 
the direction of Rusty Tillman, are a plus. 
Place-kicker John Kasay had a spectacular 
rookie year. His 25 field goals were a club 
record, as were his 80-plus percentage and 
his 13 consecutive field goals. He had two 
successful kicks of more than 50 yards in one 
game against San Diego. Rick Tuten, a Bills’ 
reject, chipped in with a 42.9-yard punting 
average, best ever for a Seahawk. Chris War- 
ren finished third in the AFC with his 22.6-yard 
kickoff-return average and fourth on his 9.3- 
yard punt-return work. 

The Seahawks made a couple of draft-day 
deals that smacked of panic. in the first, they 
traded a fourth-round pick to New Orleans for 
veteran running back Rueben Mayes, who 
had been in retirement for a year as a result of 
knee miseries. In the second, they sent two 
second-round draft choices to Minnesota for 
defensive tackle Keith Millard, Once among 


the leading NFL terrorists, Millard missed 
most of the last two years with serious knee 
trouble. If the Millard deal works out, the Sea- 
hawks will have a formidable front with him 
and Kennedy. If Mayes can make a come- 
back, it will help the rushing game. 

The draft brought Virginia's Ray Roberts, 
who could be the other book-end offensive 
tackle across from Heck, and Bobby Spitulski 
of Central Florida, possibly the eventual mid- 
die linebacker. 


SEAHAWKS VETERAN ROSTER 
fname bos nwt age college 
5 Bailey, Edun. G 64 284 23 South Carolina S. 
2% Blackmon, Rober.....$ 6:0 197 25. Bayior 
29) Blades, Brian...WR Sell 169. 27° Miami 
75, Blados, Bian... OL 65 296 30, North Carolina 
8 Brever, Dawn... WR 58 165 24 Middle Tenn. St 
64 Brit, Darick......@ 63 267 26 Oregon St 
TH Bryan Jef, OP 65 261 32 Clemson 
58) Cain, Joe (B61 283. 27 Oregon Teth 
3 Clak Louss..,....WR 6-0 198. 28 Mississippi St 
53 Comeauy, Daren....\B 6-1 259 32. Arizona St 
51 Cofton, MAUS ...LB 6:3 233 26 Souther Cal 
88 Daniels, David... WA 6-1 190 23 Penn State 
% Dans, Bren CB 62 187 29. Nebrasa 
B Oavs.Haton.......CB 6-0 191 25 Tennessee 
33 Dodge, Dehick........8 6:2 184 25. Florida S 
54 Fease, Gran. © 6-7 283. 32 Abilene Chistian 
Gebaugh Stan......08 63 207 30 Marland 
22 Glasgow, Nesby.......8 510 187 35 Washington 
79, Ge, $2000. nun DE 6-3 263. 95 Texas ARM 
29 Harper, Deayne......08 511 174 26 SC Sate 
78 Hayes, Eric, OT 6-3 288 25 Florida Sate 
8 Heck Andy oT 68 289 25 Notre Dame 
82 Heller, Ron TE 63 242 29 Oregon Site 
16 Hilger, Rus... 0B 6-4 209 30 Otiahoma Stale 
76 Hichood Bil......T 66 21 27 Purdue 
38 Hot, Leroy. FB 5-10 224 25 Scuthem Cal 
27 Haste, Pach......0B 5:11 188 28 Nevada 
26 elles, ames....0B 6-1 199 29 Teras AB! 
43 Johnson Tracy)... FB 60 230 26 Clomson 
30 Jones, James.....FB, 6:3 282 31 Florida 
3 dunkin, Ty TE 6-2 237 31 Louisana Teoh 
81 Kane, Tommy.......WA_ 5-11 181 28 Syracuse 
4 Kasay, Jo K 5-10 189 23. Georgia 
9% Kennedy, Cone... DT 63. 298 24 Miami 
BB Le AONME nT 653 296. 36 Baylor 
62 Leggett Bad © 64 270 26 Southem Cal 
ayes, Rueben... RB S11 200 29. Washinglon St 
34 Mei, Yann «.......8 62 199 32 
10 MeGwie, Day......08 6B 243 25 SanDiego Sie 
86 McNeal Taws.......TE 6:3 244 25 UT-Chatanooga 
71 Mild, BYAD owe G5 277 32 Toras 
Milard,Keith.....DT 6-5 288 30 Washingion St 
72. Nash, Joe DT 63 278 32 Boston College 
58 Newoil Richard....AB 6-1 240 24 Mam 
24 Oliphant Mike .....R8 59171 29 Puget Sound 
97 Port, ulus. (B B41 227 27 Southern 
41 Robinson, Eugene... § 6-0 191 29 Colgale 
70 Sins Michael... DE 64 255 24. E. New Mexico 
73. Singet, Out G 65 281 31 Tenessee 
94 Stephens. Pod. .o..uLB 6-1 237 26 Georgia Tech 
41 Stout, Kelly.....-08 63 214 28 Colorado Stale 
85 Thomas, Doug ....,.WR 5-10 178 23 Clemson 
56 Toler Joe......0 63 273 27 Araona 
14. Tien ick P G2 218. 27 Florida Site 
42 Wairen. Chis... PB 6:2 225, 25) Ferrum: 
74 Wheat Warten. 8 6-68 286 25 BYU 
32 Wiliams, Jotn FB 5:11 231 28. Florida 
9 Wooden, Teny.......B 63 236 25 Syracuse 
57 Woods, Tony... DE 6-4 269 27. Pittsburgh 
92 Wyman, David... AB 62 248. 28 Stanlord 
DRAFTEES 
1d. name pos ht wt college 
1 Roberts ay. OF 66 404 Vigna 
3 Splish Bob....LB 63 235 Cantal Horida 
5 Dandridge. Gary... $ 6-0. 213. Appalachian Ste 
& Bates, Michael... WR 5-10 189. Arizona 
7 Fer, Mie DE 65 200 Appalachian Stale 
8 Sternsd-Deen, MAB S-11 200 UT-Chatanooga 
9 Sayre taty.,......TE 6-5 241 Boise Sate 
40 Hamlet, Anthony... DE &3 260 Miami 


G65 284 Washington 
42 Fraley Chico ....LB 6-1 210. Washington 
DE 6-4 260 Michigan Site 
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by RICK MATSUMOTO 


TORONTO STAR 


@ The Canadian Football League has had 
more commissioners in the last five years 
than Elizabeth Taylor has had husbands. 
While Liz made only two trips to the altar dur. 
ing that span, the CFL went through three 
commissioners. 

For boss No. 4 they've turned to one of their 
own, former Montreal Alouette fullback Larry 
Smith. Hired in February after a lengthy 
search, Smith replaces Donald Crump, who 
served just two years of his three-year con- 
tract before fleeing back to Maple Leaf Gar- 
dens, where some semblance of sanity has 
taken over since the death of the irascible 
Harold Ballard 

When he left the Gardens to join the CFL, 
Crump brought along a bullwhip to his intro. 
ductory press conference. However, there 
was never any indication that he uncoiled it to 
keep the league's governors and general 
managers in line. In the end, they turned on 
him, blaming him for everything from a short- 
fall in television revenue to the delay in locat- 
ing new owners for the Ottawa Rough Riders. 
last summer after the club's previous owner 
abandoned it in midseason. Finally, Crump 
tired of having to keep his back to the wall and 
resigned following a highly successful Grey 
Cup game. 

It doesn't appear that Smith, at age 40 the 
youngest commissioner of the nine who have 
served the league, will need a whip or any 
other form of intimidation to bring law and or- 
der to the league. While he had a reputation 
during his eight-year career with the Alouettes 
as a locker room jokester, Smith gives every 
indication that he’s a no-nonsense business- 
man and a sound leader. Within hours of be- 
ing named commissioner, Smith, who re- 
signed as president of the frozen food division 
of Ogilvie Mills Ltd. in Montreal to become 
head of the CFL, rendered a quick and deci- 
sive judgment involving disputes over draft 
choices. The decisions brought applause 
even from those teams he,had ruled against 

Buffalo Bills head coach Marv Levy, who 
Coached him in Montreal, recalled Smith as “a 
young man who you knew was going places. 
He was a very bright guy,” added Levy. "He 
was a person of the highest character and 
displayed excellent leadership.” 
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Smith takes over the helm at a time when 
the owners and directors of all eight teams fi- 
nally seem prepared to sail in the same direo- 
tion. The new approach started last year with 
the purchase of the Toronto Argonauts, the 
league's flagship franchise, by the Los Ange- 
les-based troika of Bruce McNall, owner of the 
Los Angeles Kings of the National Hockey 
League; Kings’ superstar Wayne Gretzky; and 
actor/comedian John Candy, a Toronto native. 


The McNall group breathed new life into the 
dying league when it shelled out an unprece- 
dented $18 million to Notre Dame star Raghib 
(Rocket) Ismail to pluck the swift wide receiver 
and kick returner from NFL hands. The sign- 
ing of Ismail proved an immediate hit. Not only 
did it improve the Argos’ attendance at the 
SkyDome to an average of more than 35,000 
from 21,000, but Ismail’s appearance resulted 
in capacity or near-capacity crowds almost 
everywhere the Argos played. With their home 
attendance improving by more than 140,000 
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last season, the Argos realized in excess of $7 
million in revenue just on the increase. That 
alone satisfied McNall that he had made the 
right decision in going after Ismail. 

“He got people excited about the Argo- 
nauts and the CFL at a time when there was 
concern for the team and the league," said 
McNall. “On the field, considering he was a 
rookie trying to learn a different game, | think 
he did all we asked him to do as well, Then, of 
course, he gave us that storybook ending.” 

McNall was refering to the Grey Cup game 
against the Calgary Stampeders at icy Winni- 
peg Stadium, where Ismail's 87-yard kickoff 
return in the third quarter sent the Argos to 
their first league championship in 11 years. 

The exposure which Ismail brought to the 
CFL resulted in a much improved sale of mer- 
chandising and increased revenue from tele- 
vision with the league signing an estimated 
$4.5 million contract with the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corporation. |t also attracted new 
owners for the Calgary and Ottawa franchises 
and carried over to the expected sale of the 
struggling Hamilton Tiger-Cats this year. 

The Stampeders, which had been a public- 
ly owned team for 50 years, were purchased 
by local businessman Larry Ryckman, who 
‘set about to follow the example of the Argos’ 
signing of Ismail by attracting a marquee 
player of his own. Heisman Trophy winner 
Desmond Howard of the University of Michi- 
gan was Ryckman's initial quarry, but when 
quarterback Doug Flutie became available af- 
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ter refusing to re-sign with the B.C. Lions, 
Ryckman quickly signed the talented passer 
before he could flee back south of the border. 

Meanwhile, the Rough Riders, which cost 
the league $2.2 million to stay afloat when the 
Previous owners walked away from the team 
after the fourth game of the season, found new 
owners and a fresh start in Detroit-area multi- 
millionaire Bernard Glieberman. While he was 
originally interested in putting a CFL expan- 
sion team in Detroit, Glieberman opted to buy 
the Ottawa club and agreed to keep it in the 
capital, With training camp approaching, Glie- 
berman's new general manager, Dan Rambo, 
was dickering with former NFL stars Dexter 
Manley and Tony Dorsett as possible gate at- 
tractions for Lansdowne Park. 

Expansion remains a hot topic in CFL cir- 
cles, although it won't happen this season, as 
some had hoped. In fact, it's been pushed to 


1991 CFL FINAL STANDINGS 


EASTERN DIVISION w 
Toronto 13 


83 
s 
g 


14 522 
6 400 


= 
3 
é 
5 


t 
0 
Oo 18 
oO 
i} 


; 


Hamilton 3 
WESTERN DIVISION 
Edmonton 12 6 
Calgary 1 7 
British Columbia 11.7 
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DIVISION SEMIFINALS 
Winnipeg 26 @ Ottawa 8 
Calgary 43 © British Columbia 41 
DIVISION FINALS 
Toronto 42 © Winnipeg 3 
Calgary 38 ® Edmonton 36 
GREY CUP 
Toronto 36 ® Calgary 21 


the back burner while the league takes a thor- 
‘ough look at its feasibility. Portland had been 
the U.S. city showing the most interest in 
bringing the Canadian game south of the bor- 
der, although cities from Syracuse to Fargo 
have come up from time to time in discus- 
sions. A group headed by Paul Allen, owner of 
the NBA's Portland Trail Blazers, was behind 
an exhibition game in Portland in June be- 
tween the Argos and the Stampeders. 

Smith, however, showed his leadership by 
Putting expansion talk in its proper perspec- 
tive. Without putting thumbs down on plans to 
put teams in the U.S., he talked of "putting the 
CFL house in order first.” That's a task which 
his three immediate predecessors struggled 
with during the past five years. It's also the 
biggest job facing Smith. But it's difficult to 
come away after meeting Larry Smith without 
feeling that if anyone can do it, he can. 


TORONTO ARGONAUTS 

‘As King Kong probably said to Fay Wray as he 
teetered precariously on top of the Empire 
State Building, fighter planes buzzing around 
his head: “It's a lot easier getting to the top 
than staying here.” 


But then, King Kong didn't have a Rocket on 
his side. The only rockets he saw were being 
fired at him. 

The Argos face the same dilemma as they 
attempt to repeat as Grey Cup champions. 
The other teams will be looking to bring the 
Boatmen down to earth. Mind you, the fact 
that they have their own Rocket, Raghib Isma- 
il, at their disposal will make things easier, In 
his rookie season, the former Notre Dame star 
returned a sizable portion of his $18 million 
contract by not only leading the league with 
2,959 total yards, but by scoring the winning 
touchdown in the Grey Cup game on an 87- 
yard kickoff return. He can be expected to be 
even better after learning how to use the larg- 
er Canadian field to his advantage. 

Adam Rita, who took his team to a Grey Cup. 
triumph in his rookie season and won coach of 
the year honors as well, faces the monumental 
task of trying to hang onto Earl Grey's goblet 
without star quarterback Matt Dunigan. In a 
move that caught everyone—especially Argo 
general manager Mike McCarthy—off guard, 
Dunigan jumped ship a month before training 
camp when he signed with the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers. Dunigan, whom the Argos had ob- 
tained from the B.C. Lions two years ago, had 
become a free agent after engineering the 
Grey Cup victory over Calgary while playing 
with a broken collarbone. After months of ne- 
gotiations, during which time Dunigan stead- 
fastly refused to sign a deal that did not 
guarantee his contract, he accepted a three- 
year pact with the Bombers for a reported 
$400,000 a season—all guaranteed. 

Dunigan's sudden departure didn't leave 
the Argos completely in the lurch, however, as 
McCarthy had managed to re-sign backup 
quarterback Rickey Foggie (Minnesota), who 
had also played out his option, Foggie, who 
started the 10 games Dunigan missed last 
year due to injuries, will step up into the start- 
er's role. McCarthy was also expected to 
make a pitch for free agents Tom Burgess 
(Colgate), who lost his job to Dunigan in Win- 
nipeg and Mike Kerrigan. He was negotiating 
with collegians Danny Woodson (Alabama) 
and Darian Hagan (Colorado), although the 
latter was chosen in the ninth round of the NFL 
draft by San Francisco. 

Quarterback wasn't the only position where 
Rita was facing changes. The Argos lost mid- 
die linebacker Chris Gaines (Vanderbilt), out- 
side linebacker Darryl Ford (New Mexico 
State), center lan Beckstead (Richmond), and 
wide receiver Jeff Boyd (Chapman). 

Beckstead and Boyd retired after long, pro- 
ductive careers. Gaines was forced to quit 
after just three seasons because of an ankle 
injury and Ford signed with the NFL's Detroit 
Lions. The Argos had already brought in the 
experienced but unpredictable Jeff Braswell 
(lowa State) at the end of last season to re- 
place the ailing Gaines. Boyd had not seen 
much action last year after the Argos obtained 
David Williams (Illinois), and several young- 
sters are waiting to step into Beckstead’s 
shoes. But replacing Ford will be another mat- 
ter. In just his second full season with the Ar- 
gos, Ford led the league in tackles and was 
the team's nominee for outstanding defensive 
player honors. Ford was the ideal CFL strong- 
side linebacker as he had the speed to scam- 
per from sideline to sideline to play the run 
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and the quickness to cover receivers down- 
field, Rookie Nelson Walker (Pittsburgh) leads 
@ group of new Imports who will battle for 
Ford's spot, but if none of the Americans can 
supply the answer, Rita said he’s prepared to 
go with Canadian Keith Castello, who is enter- 
ing his fourth CFL season. 

The Argos' receiving corps is as good as 
any in the league with Ismail and Williams as 
the wideouts and Darryl Smith (Central State) 
and Canadian Paul Masotti inside. Running 
back Mike (Pinball) Clemons was hampered 
by a series of injuries last year and played the 
Grey Cup game with a painful turf toe medi- 
cally frozen, But he's healthy and that should 
restore him to the stature of his MVP season of 
two years ago, 


WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS 

Cal Murphy has turned back the clack, After 
five seasons in the front office as the Bombers 
general manager, Murphy has returned to the 
sidelines, appointing himself to fill the vacant 
head-coaching job! During his previous stint 
as head coach from 1983-86, Murphy com= 
piled an impressive 44 victories, 21 losses, 
and one tie and guided the team to the Grey 
Cup in 1984. Murphy found himself hunting for 
acoach for the second time in as many years 
when Darryl Rogers, the former head coach of 
the Detroit Lions, resigned after just one sea- 
son at the post. 

Murphy, the general manager, made the 
job of Murphy, the coach, a lot easier when he 
snatched quarterback Matt Dunigan away 
from the archrival Toronto Argonauts. When 
negotiations between Dunigan and the Argos 
broke down, Murphy jumped in to sign the 
veteran to a three-year pact belleved to be 
worth $400,000 per season, the most the 
Bombers have ever paid a player. Dunigan's 
arrival adds the main ingredient Murphy 
needed to restore the Blue Bombers to the 
level which took them to the Grey Cup title in 
1990. Last year, the team dropped to 9-9 and 
@ second-place finish and was ousted by the 
Argos in the Easter final, The dropoff in per- 
formance also brought about—or could have 
been the result of—turmoil in the dressing 
foom as some players charged the club with 
prejudice towards blacks and others com- 
plained about everything from dressing-room 
toilet conditions to poor meals on the road, 

Linebacker Tyrone Jones (Southern), who 
was the most vociferous among the dissi- 
dents, got his wish when he was traded in the 
offseason. But it was to Saskatchewan and 
Not to an Eastern Division team as he had 
hoped. Jones's departure still leaves the 
Bombers with a strong linebacking corps, led 
by Greg Battle (Arizona State), who was 
named the CFL's outstanding defensive play- 
er for the second straight year; James West 
(Texas Southern), and Paul Randolph (Ten- 
Nessee Martin). Holdover Elfrid Payton (Gram- 
bling) will battle a group of newcomers, in- 
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cluding Craig Callahan (Holy Cross), Brian 
Johnson (Mesa College), and Kellan Mat- 
thews (Sacramento State), for Jones's old spot 

Besides restoring harmony in the locker 
room, the biggest task facing Murphy will be 
to add some punch to the Bombers’ attack. 
“We've got to get better on offense," he said. 
"We've been bringing up the rear of the 
league in that department the last couple of 
seasons," After the woeful Ticats, the Bomb- 
ers scored the fewest points last season—an 
average Of just 28.5 per game. 

Dunigan's arrival signaled the departure of 
Tom Burgess (Colgate), who just two years 
earlier was the hero of the Bombers’ Grey Cup 
triumph. That left John Fourcade (Mississip- 
pi), who had a moment in the limelight with the 
New Orlean Saints in 1990, Danny McManus 
(Florida State), and Sammy Garza (Texas-El 
Paso) to battle for the backup job. 

Murphy is intent on giving his quarterback a 
‘strong supporting cast. With that in mind he 
recruited a number of receivers, including 
Tom Owen (Eastern Washington), Bobby 
Slaughter (Louisiana Tech), Tim Stallworth 
(Washington State), and Frank Pillow (Tennes- 
see State) to battle veteran holdovers Larry 
Willis (Fresno State), Perry Tuttle (Clemson), 
and Eric Streater (North Carolina). Even run- 
ning back Robert Mimbs (Kansas), the 
league's leading rusher the past two seasons, 
isn't safe. Veteran Tim Jessie (Auburn) is still 
on hand, along with rookies Wayne Williams 
(Florida), Mike Richardson (Lousiana Tech), 
and John Harvey (Texas-E! Paso), 

Place-kicker Trevor Kennerd won't be 
around for the first time in 13 seasons as he 
has lost his job to Troy Westwood (Augus- 
tana), bul Bob Cameron, another 13-year vet- 
eran, will continue to do the punting 


OTTAWA ROUGH RIDERS 

They eventually decided to stick with the 
Rough Riders monicker, but new father-and- 
son owners Bernard and Lonie Glieberman 
looked into a change in the team's nickname 
after buying the embattled franchise late last 
season. And while Beavers, in honor of Cana- 
da's national symbol, came under serious 
consideration, the Gliebermans might have 
considered the Phoenix. After all, the Riders 
have risen from the ashes of mismanagement 
to play again, 

Two weeks into the 1991 season, the six- 
man board which ran the Riders resigned en 
masse after they were unable to come to a 
consensus on the operation of the club. With 
no immediate buyer available, the league was 
forced to take over the franchise, a decision 
that made commissioner Don Crump the tem- 
Porary prasident of the club and wound up 
costing the league more than $2 million. To 
compound the problem, the team got off on a 
four-game losing streak, forcing Crump to fire 
head coach and director of football opera- 
tions Steve Goldman and bring in former Sas- 


katchewan and Edmonton field boss Joe Far- 
agalli, who was in semi-retirement. The team 
responded immediately to Faragalli and won 
four straight, eventually finishing 7-7 under the 
man affectionately known as Papa Joe. 

Finding a buyer, however, was another mat- 
ter. It wasn't until the final week of the regular 
season that the Gliebermans, wealthy devel- 
pers from the Detroit area, stepped forward 
to buy the club. With popular general manag- 
er Jo-Anne Polak deciding to step down, the 
Glieberman's hired Dan Rambo, former per- 
sonnel director with Saskatchewan, to fill that 
vacancy and gave him the titles of vice presi- 
dent and director of football operations 
Rambo decided against rehiring Faragalli and 
eventually opted for former B.C. and Edmon- 
ton assistant Ron Smeltzer as coach. 

Rambo wasted no time in tackling the 
team's inflated payroll, releasing high-priced 
veterans Jim Roper, Scott Flagel, and Bryan 
lllerbrun. He also requested several other 
veterans already under contract to take pay 
cuts as he set out to reduce the payroll by 
$800,000. The pay-reduction effort cost 
Rambo quarterback Damon Allen (Cal State- 
Fullerton), whose $225,000 pact made him 
one of the top-paid players in the league. 
When negotiations finally reached a stale- 
mate, Allen, who joined the Riders from Ed- 
monton three years ago, signed with the Ham- 
ilton Tiger-Cats, That left former Pittsburgh 
Steeler and Atlanta Falcon Scott Campbell 
and Terrence Jones (Tulane), who has never 
been a starter in the league, to battle for the 
No. 1 job. 

The biggest recruiting task facing Rambo 
was to find receivers to upgrade a unit that 
didn't place anyone among the league's top 
20. Stephen Jones (Central Michigan), who 
missed a good portion of the season with inju- 
ries, and Canadian Jock Climie are expected 
to be the wideouts, but the slotback spots are 
up for grabs. 

With Illebrun and Roper gone and the 
chance that Rob Smith and Kari Yli-Renko 
might balk at pay reductions, the offensive 
line could also be a large problem for 
Smeltzer as he enters his rookie year as a 
head coach. 

Defense is the Riders’ strength, and with an 
excess of solid linebackers led by Greg Stu- 
mon (Southern Arkansas), Brian Bonner (Min- 
nesota), Angelo Snipes (West Georgia), and 
Patrick Wayne (Simon Fraser) at his disposal, 
Smelizer will switch to a 30 alignment. 

John Kropke (Illinois State) re-signed after 
becoming a free agent, but Loyd Lewis (Tex- 
as A&l) was stalling on taking a cut. His de- 
parture would leave a large gap in the line. 
The secondary with Anthony Drawhorn 
(UNLV), Ken Haley (San Franciso State), 
Charles Gordon (Eastern Michigan), and Tra- 
cy Gravely (Concord), along with the still un- 
signed Dan Hunter (Henderson State) and 
Charles Wright (Tulsa), is strong. 
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HAMILTON TIGER-CATS 

A reluctant owner, dwindling crowds, and a 
dilapidated stadium. The once mighty Tiger- 
Cats have fallen on hard times. In fact, they 
have become the main headache for new 
commissioner Larry Smith, 

David Braley, who purchased the team 
three years ago from the late Harold Ballard of 
hockey's Toronto Maple Leafs fame, spent the 
winter desperately trying to unload the team 
after claiming to have incurred losses in ex- 
cess of $5 million. But Braley's asking price of 
$3 million to anyone willing to keep the team in 
Hamilton and another $2 million if the team is 
moved after the 1992 season didn't bring a 
host of prospective buyers to his front door. A 
consortium of civic-minded businessmen did 
spend the early part of the year attempting to 
swing a deal, but Braley's asking price was 
simply too rich for them. 

Coach John Gregory was undoubtedly 
wishing secretly that the ownership situation 
would be solved sooner than later so that he 
and general manager Joe Zuger could get 
down to the task of filling the obvious holes in 
the Tical roster, Not knowing who would be 
signing the checks or even how much could 
be spent on new players was obviously keep- 
ing Gregory and Zuger from entering the 
chase for free agents and name players from 
U.S. colleges. 

The Ticats’ most pressing need was to im- 
prove their offensive production. They were 
the lowest-scoring team in the league last 
year, with 400 points, 116 fewer than the next 
team. "That improvement has to come 
through structure as well as’ from improved 
play," said Gregory, who admitted any im- 
provement had to start with better perfor- 
mances from the quarterback. Those hopes 
received a large boost when the Ticats were 
able to sign free agent quarterback Damon 
Allen, who had failed to reach a new accord 
with Ottawa. Todd Dillon (Long Beach State) 
and Don McPherson (Syracuse) will compete 
for the backup role. Unsigned veteran Mike 
Kerrigan (Northwestern) will likely move on. 

Gregory, who replaced David Beckman 
midway through the season, will also use his 
first Ticat training camp to get a solid look at 
his running backs: Herman Heard (Southern 
Colorado), the former Kansas City Chief; 
Ricky Martin (Middle Tennessee), Derrick Mc- 
Adoo (Baylor), and Jamie Morris (Michigan) 
as well as newcomer Brian Brown (UCLA). 

Veteran Canadian slotback Rocky DiPietro, 
the league's all-time pass-reception leader, fi- 
nally retired after 14 seasons, all with the Ti- 
cats, That left Gregory with the choice of go- 
ing to another import at that spot or staying 
with a homebrew, Earl Winfield (North Caroli- 
na) was the club's top receiver last year and 
the emergence of Canadian Nick Mazzoli (Si- 
mon Fraser), who joined the team after an un- 
successful tryout with the Seattle Seahawks, 
gives the Ticats two swift targets, Veteran 
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Tony Champion (Tennessee-Martin) could 
find himself getting strong competition from 
Ricardo Cartwright (Florida A&M), Steve 
Brown (Wake Forest), Marvin Logan (Nevada- 
Reno), Scott Walker (Lenoir Rhyne), and Ca- 
nadian Richard Nurse (Canisius). 

The Ticats were much better defensively, 
but unless Bobby Dawson (Illinois) and Gary 
Wilkerson (Penn State), who became free 
agents, are re-signed, the secondary could 
become a trouble spot, Romel Andrews (Ten- 
nessee-Martin), David Bailey (Oklahoma 
State), and Michael Campbell (Auburn) an- 
chor a strong line. Peter Giftopoulos (Penn 
State), a Canadian, is solid at linebacker. 


WESTERN DIVISION 


CALGARY STAMPEDERS 

New Stampeders owner Larry Ryckman is 
gambling that quarterback Doug Flutie will do 
for his team what Raghib (Rocket) Ismail did 
for the Toronto Argonauts last year. In fact, 
he's betting $4 million on it. That's how much 
Ryckman will pay the former Heisman Trophy 
winner and NFL quarterback over the next 
four years to pitch footballs in Calgary instead 
of Vancouver, 

Ryckman, who bought the team last Octo- 
ber and thus ended the 50-year history of the 
Calgary franchise as a community-owned 
club, went after Flutie with an open check- 
book after the diminutive quarterback an- 
nounced he wouldn't re-sign with the Lions, 
While he may have been alittle overexuberant 
when he described Flutie as "the Wayne 
Gretzky of football” (What does that make 
Mark Rypien?), Ryckman is generally being 
applauded for at least being willing to spend 
money to make money. That’s a departure 
from the old-time, spend-as-little-as-possible 
thinking in the CFL—a theory that chased fans 
away in droves. 

Even before Flutie became available, Ryck- 
man had made up his mind that he had to 
bring in a marquee player to put the Stamps 
‘on the road to financial stability, He set his 
sights on '91 Heisman Trophy winner Des- 
mond Howard of Michigan, but when Flutie, 
who set several CFL passing records last sea- 
son with the Lions, became availabie, Ryck- 
man switched targets. Ryckman's energetic, 
go-for-broke approach did, however, cost him 
the services of respected general manager 
Norm Kwong. Concerned that he wasn't being 
consulted on such matters as pursuing How- 
ard or Flutie, Kwong, a CFL Hall of Famer, 
resigned in March, severing an association 
with the league that dated back to 1948, when 
he was a rookie fullback with his hometown 
Stampeders, Head coach Wally Buono added 
the GM position to his portfolio, 

The acquisition of Flutie also ended quarter- 
back Danny Barrett's tenure as a Stampeder. 
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Barrett (Cincinnati), who might have chal- 
tenged Flutie for MVP honors last fall had he 
not suffered a broken thumb, was dealt to the 
Lions after considerable dickering in a trade 
that involved guard Rocco Romano, draft pick 
Jamie Crysdale (Cincinnati), money, and the 
rights to the proposed exhibition game in Port- 
land, Oregon against the Toronto Argonauts. 
Steve Taylor (Nebraska) is the No. 2 quarter- 
back, and the Stamps were negotiating with 
Jeff Blake (East Carolina) to come in and chal- 
lenge for the third job. 

While the Stampeders came within three 
plays of possibly upsetting the Argos In the 
Grey Cup game, it was evident that age was 
catching up to the club at several positions. 
With that in mind, Buono persuaded offensive 
tackle Lloyd Fairbanks (BYU) and linebacker 
Marshall Toner to retire and waived guard Leo 
Blanchard. As well the futures of running 
backs Derrick Crawford (Memphis State), who 
broke an ankle last year, and Keyvan Jenkins 
(UNLY) along with defensive back Ron Hop- 
kins (Murray State) were clearly in doubt. 

Kevin Simien, who replaced Crawford, and 
Jenkins will likely battle it out for the starting 
funning-back spot. Fairbanks's spot is open’ 
for Bruce Covernton (Weber State), the No. 1 
overall pick inthis year's CFL draft, to take. 
Larry Clarkson (Montana), who was picked up 
on waivers from B.C. late last season, has a 
chance to regain his form in new surroundings 
and could be Blanchard's replacement. Karl 
Anthony (Southwest Missouri State) is a threat 
to take a job away from veteran defensive 
back Ron Hopkins (Murray State). 


EDMONTON ESKIMOS 

After 11 years in the broadcast booth, it wasn't 
surprising that it took Ron Lancaster the entire 
1991 season to brush away the cobwebs that 
had accumulated on his coaching tech- 
niques. Now with that reacquaintance year 
behind him and a better grip on the hows and 
whys of coaching In the ‘90s, both Lancaster, 
the former Hall of Fame quarterback with the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders, and the Eskimos 
should reap the benefits this term. 

To begin with, Lancaster and quarterback 
Tracy Ham (Georgia Southern) should be op- 
erating on the same wavelength. Most Eskimo 
observers believed they were tuned into dif- 
ferent frequencies at times last season, al- 
though Lancaster denies the allegation. As 
well, the three main cogs of the coaching 
staff—Lancaster, offensive coordinator Bill 
Diedrick, and defensive coordinator Rich 
Stubler—have had a full season and the win- 
ter together to work out their game plan, 

“No doubt the year under our belts will 
help,” said Lancaster. "| didn't say a whole:lot 
last year. | sort of stood back to see just how 
much the game had changed." 

Despite whatever first-year jitters Lancaster 
and his staff may have felt last season, the 
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Eskimos still managed to finish on top of the 
Western Division, But then they watched in 
horror as their Grey Cup aspirations evaporat- 
ed in the final seconds of the division final 
when Calgary's Pee Wee Smith beat corer- 
back Roy Bennett (Jackson State) to haul in 
the touchdown which sent the Stampeders to 
the championship game. 

The main task facing Lancaster this season 
Will be finding a plug to fill the huge hole creat- 
ed at one inside linebacker spot with the re- 
tirement of perennial all-star Dan Bass (Michi- 
gan State). A 12-year CFL veteran, Bass was 
all-CFL six times and was named the league’s 
outstanding defensive player in 1989. The Es- 
kimos, who have been in the playoffs for 20 
consecutive seasons, prepared for Bass's de- 
parture by bringing in Dwayne Odom (Califor- 
nia) late last year. But Lancaster has decided 
to switch Veteran Canadian Larry Wruck in- 
side and allow Odom to play on the outside. 

The Eskimos will also have to find a replace- 
Ment for running back Reggie Taylor, who 
was released after refusing to take a salary 
cut. Taylor badmouthed Lancaster on his de- 
Parture, but the coach wisely refused to get 
into a mudslinging war and, in fact, said he'd 
welcome the three-year veteran back if he 
Couldn't find work elsewhere and was willing 
to accept the club's terms. It wouldn't be sur- 
prising if Lancaster replaced Taylor with a Ca- 
nadian running back to team with hard-run- 
ning Canadian fullback Blake Marshall. 

Lancaster would like to get speedy punt 
and kickoff returner Henry (Gizmo) Williams 
(East Carolina) on the field more often and will 
give him an opportunity to win a wide-receiver 
spot, Veteran Jim Sandusky (San Diego State) 
will be the other wideout, while Craig Ellis (San 
Diego State) and Chris Armstrong (Fayette- 
Ville State) handle the slotback chores. 

Defensively, Brett Williams (Austin Peay) 
was looking at NFL options after becoming a 
free agent, but he could be back. Outside 
linebacker Willie Pless (Kansas) picks up the 
leadership role that Bass held for so long. 

Bennett was released, leaving Doug Parrish 
(San Francisco State) to battle Damion Lyons 
(UCLA) for one comer while Eddie Thomas 
(San Jose) handles the other side. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA LIONS 
Danny Barrett (Cincinnati) was arguably the 
second-best quarterback in the CFL last sea- 
son, behind Doug Flutie (Boston College). So 
when he was finally able to swing a deal with 
the Calgary Stampeders to acquire Barrett as 
the replacement for Flutie, Lions head coach 
and director of football operations Bob O'Bil- 
lovich undoubtedly breathed a sigh of relief. 
Losing Flutie was a devastating blow to 
O'Billovich's plans to bring the Grey Cup back 
to the west coast. Flutie jumped to the Stamps 
after he fell he'd been slighted by the Lions 
shoot-from-the-mouth owner Murray Pezim, 
who ridiculed suggestions by the quarter- 


back's agent Bob Woof that the former Chica- 
go Bears' and New England Patriots’ quarter- 
back might take another shot at the NFL. 

Before he finally swung the deal for Barrett, 
which cost him starting guard Rocco Romano, 
OBillovich was looking at Tony Kimbrough 
(Western Michigan), who backed up Damon 
Allen in Ottawa before joining B.C. last sea- 
son, as his No. 1 quarterback with Canadian 
Giulio Caravatta (Simon Fraser) No. 2. 

Barrett, as solid a quarterback as he's be- 
come, has one drawback that even his best 
on-field effort might not enable him to over- 
come. That is, he doesn't possess the magne- 
tism of Flutie to draw fans to B.C. Place Stadi- 
um. That, however, could change if Barrett 
can lead the Lions to a successful season. 
Even with Flutie flinging footballs in record- 
setting fashion last season, the Lions finished 
third in the West and were quickly eliminated 
in the playoffs by Calgary. 

Barrett gives O'Billovich the front-line pass- 
er he needs to complement one of the most 
talented receiving corps in the league. Ray 
Alexander. (Florida A&M) and Matt Clark 
(Montana) ranked 2-3 in receiving, behind 
Calgary's Allen Pitts last year. Alexander had 
104 catches for 1,605 yards and Clark 79 for 
1,530 yards. Added to that twosome were 
Darren Flutie (Boston College), Doug's broth- 
er, who picked up 860 yards in only 10 
games, Mike Trevathan (Montana), and Cana- 
dian Jay Christensen. 

The Lions are set at running back after they 
unearthed a rare gem last year in 5-foot-7 Jon 
Volpe (Stanford), who beat out Ismail for 
Rookie of the Year honors after gaining 1,395 
yards and scoring 16 touchdowns. 

O'Billovich must upgrade his defense, 
which had the third-worst points-against total 
last season. He's looking for a stronger perfor- 
mance from Stewart Hill (Washington), whom 
the Lions lured away from Edmonton last year. 
Once viewed as the league's top rush end, Hill 
managed only eight sacks last season. 

The emergence of O.J. Brigance (Rice) and 
the late-season acquisition of Bruce Holmes 
(Minnesota) along with the maturation of Ca- 
Nadians Paul Wetmore and Doug Hocking 
give the Lions some strength at linebacker. 
It's the secondary that causes O'Billovich 
most of the concern. "With all the offense in 
this league, you have to have a strong sec- 
ondary,” he said. The possible loss of corner- 
back Norm Jefferson (Louisiana State) to the 
NFL could further add to O'Billovich's woes, 
but he's also contemplating using an import at 
the rover spot to improve the pass coverage. 

Lui Passaglia returns for his 17th year to 
handle the punting and place-kicking chores. 
But at age 38, he's turned the kickoff duties 
over to Caravatta. 


SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS 
Before he became a head honcho, Don Mat- 
thews had concentrated his coaching talents 


on the defensive side of the ball. So it goes 
without saying that he'll be targeting the 
Roughrider defense for a major overhaul this 
season after it set a CFL record for most 
Points surrendered (710) last year. 

Matthews’ renovation project could affect 
several veterans, such as 31-year-old defen- 
sive back Richie Hall (Colorado State) and 32- 
year-old linebacker Eddie Lowe (Alabama). 
Canadian nose tackles Wayne Drinkwalter 
(North Dakota) and Glenn Scrivener (Simon 
Fraser) could also be in trouble if Malthews 
decides to go with an import at that spot. Initial 
indications were that the former B.C. Lions 
and Toronto Argonaut head coach, who re- 
placed John Gregory as the Riders coach 
midway through last season after spending 
the spring in the World League, will go with 
two Canadians on defense. It appeared that 
linebacker Dan Rashovich (Simon Fraser) and 
rover Glen Suitor (Simon Fraser) would be the 
two homebrews, 

One new, old face who could help the Rider 
defense is the much-traveled, much-troubled 
linebacker Tank Landry, who is an outstand- 
ing player. Landry, who had a stint with the 
New Orleans Saints before coming to Canada 
five years ago, missed last season after being 
convicted of assaulting his common-law wife 
and spending three months in a Regina jail. 
Bobby Jurasin (Northern Michigan) will again 
anchor the defensive line, while 38-year-old 
Roger Aldag returns for his 17th season on the 
offensive line. 

Newcomers seeking jobs on defense in- 
clude lineman Marlin Williams (Western Illi- 
nois) and backs George Wynn (Georgia), 
Zephrini Lee (Southern Cal), and Tyreese 
Herds (Kansas State). 

Offensively, Matthews has stabilized his 
quarterbacking situation by picking up War- 
ren Jones (Hawaii) in a draft-day trade with 
the Edmonton Eskimos, Jones will back up 
veteran starter Kent Austin (Mississippi), 
whose injury in the opening game of the '91 
season was a major factor in the team's 1-6 
start, which led to the firing of John Gregory 
and the hiring of Matthews. The Riders must 
also get slotback Ray Elgaard (Utah), a 10- 
year veteran and the team's all-time leading 
receiver, who played out his option, back into 
the fold. Teamed with fellow slotback Jeff Fair- 
holm (Arizona), wideout Don Narcisse (Texas 
Southern), and running back Lucius Floyd, an 
excellent receiver out of the backfield, El- 
gaard gives Austin a solid set of targets. Willis 
Jacox (North Dakota), who finished second to 
Rocket Ismail in all-purpose yardage, with 
2,779, will be restricted to special-teams du- 
ties this season. 

The club's all-time scoring leader, Place- 
kicker Dave Ridgway (Toledo), will be back to 
add to his ever-rising totals. but punter Mike 
Lazecki could be in trouble if fifth-round draft 
Pick Klaus Wilmsmeyer (Louisville) shows he 
can do a better job. a 
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RECORDS SCORING 
Points: 176, Paul Hornung, Green Bay (1960) 
Touchdowns: 24, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 
Field goals: 35, Ali Haji-Sheikh, New York (1983) 
Extra points: 62, Mark Moseley, Washington (1983) 

1 TOR Tor TOM xP PA FG FGA SAF POINTS 
Washington. 56 rai 30 5 56 56 31 43 0 485 
San Francisco “50198 2 © 5 4 2 1 393 
‘lanl... 6 80 6 4 2 2 8 3 361 
Dall. 5 6 6) ar or ar. ae 1 32 
Now Orleans... 5 (0 ak eek Se 0 3M 
Dati. 9 «16 5 0 0 9 2 1-89 
Minnesota 18 16 2 34 36 7 4 0 301 
Chicago... 8 16 i ee a 0 209 
Philadelphia. 8 Ww 4 7 29 28 33 0 285 
NY, Bias... 16 13 1 29 30 24 31 0 281 
Green Bay 12 7 2 31 31 18 4 1 273 
LA. Rams.... W 13 2 a) 26 7 7 1 234 
Tampa Bay. te wk ee ae Maes ome 0 19 
Phoenix 6 10 Be ML Sah 0 196 
SS 
KICKERS NON-KICKERS 

XP XPA FG FGA PTS TO TOR TOP TOM PTS 

Lohmitler, Chip, Wash. 56 56 31 43 149 | Sanders, Barry, Det ate tt’ 16r 1) O10 
‘Willis, Ken, Dall. v 37 37 «27 39118 | Rice, Jerry, S.F. 4 0 4 0 84 
Andersen, Morten, NO, .uanne8 38 25 32 113 | Smith, Emmitt, Dall... OS Se eas a 
Ruzek, Roger, Phil... wu 2? 29 28 33111 Rison, Andre, Atl .. 2 0 2 «0 7 
Murray, Eddie, Det. ww 40 40 19 28 97 | Haynes, Michael, At. wi no oof 0 66 
Johnson, Norm, Atl 98 39 19 23 95 | Riggs, Gerald, WASH. nnn IW 0 0 66 
Cofer, Mike, S.F. 49 50 14 28 91 | Workman, Vinc8, G.B nnn 1 7 4 0 66 
Bahr, Mal, Giants 24 25 22 29 90 | Clark, Gary, Wash void 0 10 0 60 
Butler, Kevin, Chi "3234 19. 29 89 | Delpino, Robert Rams un. 10 9 1 O 60 
Jacke, Chis, 6.8. 31 31 18 24 85 | Hampton, Rodney, Giants .....10 10 0 0 60 
Reveiz, Fuad, Minn, 34 35 «17 «24 = 85 | Walker, Herschel, Minn. .... 10 10 0 0 60 
Davis, Greg, Phoe. 19 19 21 30 82 | Anderson, Neal, Chi. .. a Cs 8) OO SM 
Tendejas, Tony, Rams wnve 2 26 17 1776. | Taylor, JOHN, SUF. oss 9 0 9 0 & 
Chrisie, S0V0, TB. wvccssne22 22 18 20 67 | Inin, Michael, Dall aon 8 0 8 0 4B 
Daluiso, Brad, Al m2 2 2 8 8 | Monk, Art, Wash 80 8 0 WB 


Tumer, Floyd, NO. 
Cobb, Reggie, 1.8. 
Green, Willie, Dt... 
Muster, Brad, Chi 
Sydney, Hary, S.F 
Carter, Anthony, Minn 
Clark, Robert, Det 
Davis, Wendell, Ci 


Johnson, Johnny, Phoe 9... 


Rathman, Tom, SEF... 
Sanders, Ricky, Wash 
Broussard, Steve, A 
Byner, Earnest, Wash 
Carter, Cris, Minn. 
Fenerty, Gil, N.0. 
Heyward, Craig, 0. 
Hilliard, Dalton, NO. 
Jackson, Keith, Pil. 
Meggett, Dave, Giants 
Baker, Stephen, Giants 
Barnett, Fred, Phil 
Byars, Keith, Phil. 
Carte, Dexter, SF. 
Dawsey, Lawrence, 7.8. 
Evins, Ricky, Wash... 
Jones, Eine, Pho. 
Mattin, Eric, NO... 
Novacek, Jay, Dall... 
Orr, Tery, Wash, 
Sharpe, Sterling, 6.8, 
Young, Steve, SF. 
Alen, Terry, Minn. 
Ellard, Henry, Rams 
Green, Mark, Chi 
Harris, dackle, 6.8. 
Ingram, Mark, Giant .. 
Jordan, Buford, NO. . 
Joseph, James, Phil 
Waddle, Tom, Chi... 
West, £4, GB... 


Wiliams, Calvin, Ph. ws. 


Anderson, Jesse, 7B. 
Carrier, Mark, 7.8. 
Carter, Pat, Rams 
Cross, Howard, Giants 
Drewrey, Willie, TB, 


Drummond, Robert, Pi... 


Early, Quinn, M.0. 
Gannon, Rich, Minn. 
Harbaugh, Jim, Chi. 
Henderson, Keith, SF 
Hil, Bruce, 7.8 
Horton, Ray, Dal! 


Hostel, Jf, Giants... 


Johnson, Damone, Rann 
Johnson, Jimmie, Wash. 
Johnson, Maurice, Phil. 
Jones, Mike, Minn. .. 
Jordan, Steve, Minn 
Joyner, Seth, Phil 
Kemp, Perty, 6.8. 
Majkowski, Don, 6.8. 
McAfee, Fred, V.0. 


Mitchell, Brian, Wash... 


Morgan, Anthony, Chi 
Nelson, Dartin, Minn. 
Peele, Rodney, Def. 


Price, dim, RAMS... 


Pritchard, Mike, At. . 
Proehl, Ricky, Phoe. 


Sanders, Deion, Atl. ..... 
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Cliff Charpentier’s 
1992 FANTASY 


THE FIRST, 
THE BEST, 
THE ONLY 
WINNING EDGE 


FOR EVERY 
FANTASY FOOTBALL PLAYER! 


Whether a novice or a crusty veteran, Cliff Charpentier's Fantasy Football 
Digest is a must for every Fantasy Football player. Statistics on every pro 
— including 1992's rookies — based on every Fantasy Football scoring 
method. Analysis by the Number One Fantasy Football expert. And much 
more! 


And don't forget Cliff Charpentier’s Fantasy Football Preseason 
Newsletters — a weekly up-to-the-minute guide to player moves, injury 


reports and continuing analysis. 
ol 


FANTASY DRAFT 
CHEATSHEET 


Cliff's Cheatsheet drew rave 
reviews in its trial last 
season. The Cheatsheet lists 
Cliff's top picks by position 
for both the Basic and Per- 
formance Point Scoring 
Methods. An excellent tool 
for your Fantasy Draft. 


(Top 40-WR,RB) (Top 20-QB,TE,K) 


Get the winning edge 
in your league's draft 
— with Cliff 
Charpentier’s Ninth 
Annual Fantasy 
Football Digest and 
Newsletters! 


FROM FANTASY 
SPORTS, INC — 
BECAUSE 
WINNING SHOULD BE 
NO FANTASY! 

To order or for more information 
call 1-800-233-9809. 

(In Minnesota, 1-612-774-8955) 


FANT 
SPORTS INC NO C.O.D. 
1992 Digest ........... .$12.95 ORDER FORM 


—— Pre-Season Newsletters ...17.95 TOTAL.. 
—— 1992 Fantasy Draft CheatSheet 5.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING 


—— 1992 NFL Team Rosters ...... 1.50 MINN. SALES TAX .. 


Our helpful organizers TOTALORDER... 
Commissioner Organizer 
___ Player Organizer... . Name 

‘And Much More Address 

Info ‘on Additional Products City State. Zip. 

SHIPPING/HANDLING 
UPTO$30.00 ..... $250, Telephone (—__), 
FROM $30.01 TO $40.00 | "$450 CiGheck enclosed (i Money Order [Visa CiMastercard 
FROM $40.01 TO $50.00 - 135.50 exp date. 
FROM $50.01 TO $75.00 “$6.00 
EBOM Seen ANG Aone $6.50 Mail to: Fantasy Sports inc. 
Manasotaleebonie nid dhe bu 674 E. 6th St, St. Paul, MN 85106 
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NF Cstatistics 


Sherrard, Mike, SF... 
Thomas, George, Al 
Wilson, Charles, 6.B 
‘Wilson, Robert, 7.8. 
‘Agee, Tommie, Dail. ..... 
Aikman, Troy, Dall. 
Anderson, Alfred, Minn. 
Anderson, Gary, [B... 
Anderson, Otis, Giants... 
Anderson, Willie, Rams. 
Bailey, Johnny, Chi... 
Barnett, Oliver, Atl. 

Blake, Richy, Dal. 
Carroll, Wesley, NO... 
Chatty, Pal, Al 


Collins, Andre, Wash, 
rocket, Ray, Det 

Dixon, Floyd, At 
Dupree, Marcus, Rams 
Edwards, Dixon, Dall. 
Fart, Mike, Deb... 
Fishback, Joe, Al 

Gary, Cleveland, Rams 
Gray, Jer, Rams... 
Gray, Mel, Det. 

Grifin, Don, SF 

Harper, Alvin, Dal. 
Hayworth, Tracy, De. 

Hl Eric, PROB sn 
Hil, Rana, PHOE, ss 
Johnston, Daryl, Dai 

Jones, Hassan, Minn, 
Kramer, Erik, Det... 

Lynch, Lorenzo, Phoe. 
Marshall, Wilber, Wash. 
Mattn, Kelvin, Dal son 
Maxie, Brett, MO. ssn 
Mayhew, Martin, Wash. 
McMahon, Jim, Pit... 
Merriweather, Mike, Minn. 
Mowatt, Zeke, Giants 
Newman, Anthony, Rams 
Noble, Brian, 6.8... 
Pegram, Eri, Al 
Perriman, Brel, Det. 
Roberts, Alfredo, Dal 
Rutland, Reggie, Minn, 
Fypien, Mark, Wash, 
Saddler, Rod, Phe... 
Sanders, Thomas, Phil 
Simmons, Clyde, Phil 
Simms, Phil, Giants 
Smith, Otis, Phil. 
Stinson, Lemuel, Chi 
Swiling, Pat, NO... . 
Thompson, Anthony, Phoe.. 
Thompson, Darrell, GB... 
Thompson, Emie, Rams... 
Thomnton, James, Chi 
Tillman, Lewis, Giants... 
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RECORDS PASSING 
Completions: 353, Don Majkowski, Green Bay (1989) 
‘Touchdowns: 36, Y.A. Tittle, New York (1963) 
Yards: 4,614, Neil Lomax, St. Louis (1984) 
Longest for TD: 99 yards, Frank Filchock to Andy Farkas, Washington (1939) 

99 yards, George Iz0 to Bobby Mitchell, Washington (1963) 

99 yards, Karl Sweetan to Pat Studstill, Detroit (1966) 

99 yards, Sonny Jurgensen to Gerry Allen, Washington (1968) 

99 yards, Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia (1985) 


NT COMP PCT YDS AVG © TDPCTID LONG INT POTINT SACK YDSLOST RATING 
Young, SUeVE, S.A. raennnn279 180 645 2517 902 17 G61 197 8 29 13 79 101.8 
Rypien, Matk, Wash, 421 249 591 3564 847 28 67 182 11 26 7 59 97.9 
Bono, Steve, SF, 237 141 595 1617 682 11 46 78 4 17 1 1 885 
Aikman, Troy, Dall. snosinniw863 237 653 2754 7.59 11 30 61 10 28 32 224 867 
Hostetler, Jeff, Giants ....un285 179 628 2082 7.13 5 18 55 4 14 20 100 841 


Gannon, Rich, MINN, wwn854 21 596 2166 612 12 34 50 6 17 19 1 815 
Miller, Chris, All. 413 220 533 3103 751 26 63 180 18 44 23 145 806 
McMahon, Jim, Phil. aww! 187 601 2239 720 12 39 75 11 35 21 128 803 
Walsh, Steve, N.O.... 255 141 553 1638 642 11 43 41 6 24 3 % 795 
Hebert, Bobby, NO.nnmn248 149 601 1676 676 9 36 165 8 32 16 134 790 
Harbaugh, Jim, Clie nnvoon478 275 575 3121 653 15 31 184 16 33 24 163 737 
Tomozak, Mike, 6.8, 238 128 538 1490 626 11 46 175 9 38 13 105 726 
Kramet, Ef, Deb ucnwewnn265 136 513 163 617 11 42 173 8 30 14 4 718 
Everett, Jim, RAMS cnownn490 277 565 3498 702 11 22 78 20 41 30 200 689 


Tupa, Tom, Phos... 315 165 524 2053 652 6 19 (62 13 41 24 197 620 
Majkowski, DON, G.B, .n226 115 509 1362 603 3 
Testaverde, Vinny, TBcnnn826 166 509 1994 612 8 25 87 15 46 35 234 590 
Kemp, Jeff, Sea-Phil .n.n295 151 51.2 1753 594 9 


NON-QUALIFIERS (10 or more attempts) 
2 11 50. 


Rutledge, Jett, Wash. 500 189 «859 «1 «45 «WO 0 OO 2 2 47 
Willis, Peter Tom, Chi... it 950 1 56 42 1 56 2 9 880 
‘Simms, Phil, Giants 93 704 8 57 3B 4 28 14 79 87.0 
Pagel, Mike, Rams. 190 556 2 74 3 0 OO 0 0 839 
Kiel, Blair, 6.8. 31722 «3 «60 3 2 40 2 13 838 
Beverlein, Steve, Dall 909 664 «5 436 6 2 215 6 | A 772 
Tolliver, Billy Joe, At 516484 49 5 AT 78B 
Peete, Rodney, Del 1339 «690 5 26 IB 9 46 11 42 699 
Wilson, Wade, Minn ‘ 0-825 «676 «63 (25 (MG 10 82 BD 585 
Chandler, Chris, ZB-Phoe,...154 78 506 846 549 5 32 5 10 65 17 134 509 
Gelbaugh, Stan, PAO, new I1B 61 517 674 571 3 25 4 10 85 10 94 421 
Carlson, Jeff, 7.8. 65-31 477 404 «622115 88783 
Goede, Brad, PN nnenminnS 30 536 267 477 0 00 2% 6 107 6 37 (27.0 
Ryan, Pal, Phi... % 1035 8 377 0 00 32 4 164 4 2 103 
— 


RECORDS 

Number: 114, Bob Parsons, Chicago (1981) 

Average: 51.4 yards, Sammy Baugh, Washington (1940) 
Longest: 94 yards, Joe Lintzenich, Chicago (1931) 


PUNTING 


NO YARDS LONG © AVG-«“TB BLK OPPRET © RETYOS «N20 NET AVG. 
Newsome, Harty, Minn, 68 «3095-65 45S 10 42 600 7363 
Camarillo, RiCh, PHOE. cionnnne 26 3445 GO 5B TN 48 33019389 
Bamhardt, TOMMY, NOvnsninoeB6 3743 143.510 50 470-20 35.3 
Landeta, Sean, Giants 2768 61 43308 0 KJ 350 16 35.3 
Futhage, Scott, Al..nsnnon 34700428 45 38721386 
Saxon, Mike, Dall... 24260644265 2B 231 16-368 
Feagles, Jeff, Phil, 3607? a 431 2 (340 
‘Arnold, Jim, Del. 3268 4125 35 340 oT 35.4 
Buford, Maury, Chi 2144 BT B 25 «13 35.0 
Medulien, Paul, 6.8. 3473—=—iR AT 6 3758 
Royals, Mark, -B... 3389««56 HS 49 55922 82.8 
Goodbum, Kelly, Wash. . 2070 6 308 «3 a a 190 16 33.4 
Prokop, Joe, SF... 154158 385 tO a 138 8 346 
Hatcher, Dale, Rams... 2302=«S2 B15 23 231 16 329 


NON-QUALIFIERS 


Mojsiejenko, Ralf, SFI 656 5510 4 9 101 0 27 
Helton, Batty, RAMS. nrcnocwnin tT = 5B 4B 4 61 2 293 
Johnson, Norm, Al... eal Oe sl 27 Ce 0 0 1 240 


Leader based on average, minimum 40 punts 


Tippins, Kenny, All, 1 Be Go 6 — Williams, Willie, Phoe. RS a 6 
Tomezak, Mike, 6.8. $a gid! 0G 6 — Woodside, Keith, 6.8. 1 fo 8 6 
Tuggle, Jessie, Atl Tmie BD oy 6 — Wright, Alexander, Dal eal! Bs OTF 6 
Tupa, Tom, Phoe. +!) Uae 0 6 Jordan, Brian, Atl 0 0 0 0 %4 
Tumer, Vernon, Rams ...... A) ct. by 2: 6 Ball, Jerry, Det. AO Ee PR TS 
Warren, Frank, NO. + 0 0 1 6 Greene, Kevin, Rams 0 0 0 0 2 
‘White, Sheldon, Det. ..... eh BE te eX) 6 — Hendrix, Manuel, Dail. .. 0 0 0 0 % 
White, William, Def, of, (eR FD 6 Jordan, Darin, S.F. Be AD Ge 
Wilkins, Gar TP dis 6 — Paup, Bryce, G.B. sracccwedl AMS “Bn 10) bet 
Willams, Jami, Sonne = 0-1-0 6 tay (dra, Bian, al 2 salts) 4 

Williams, Robert, Dall. owwmnet O O 1 6 continued: 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


pcompur ef) 
3 IN 1 


FOOTBALL 


IBM * APPLE Il + C-64 


THE MOST REALISTIC 


STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER 
GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


3 IN 1 FOOTBALL 
Unmatched statistical accuracy 
© Stats compiler * Full team and 
player statistical breakdown ¢ You call 
the plays and timeouts ¢ Compare 
scouting reports * Use the two-minute 
rule ¢ Over 500 teams included, pro 
and college, from 1948 to present! 


OTHER GAMES AVAILABLE 
FULL COUNT BASEBALL 
You manage all 26 most recent teams 
and 52 great past teams 


TKO PROFESSIONAL BOXING 
You manage over 600 fighters at 
various stages of their career 


HAT TRICK PRO HOCKEY «1em, c-64) 
Up to 26 skaters per team rated 
individually in a dozen categories 


BASKETBALL - THE PRO GAME 
27 current teams and over 200 
great teams from the past included 


COURT-SIDE COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
Included are 286 teams from the most 
recent season and 70 alltime greats 


BREAK POINT - PRO TENNIS «em, c-64) 
Play singles or doubles matches with 
over 200 of the top men and women players 
from present to the past 


WORLD CLASS - TRACK & FIELD iam, c-64) 
Includes 600 athletes from over 
40 countries compete in 20 events. 


MANY PAST SEASON'S 
DISCS AVAILABLE 


ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each 
for Apple Il and C-64 or $49.95 for IBM. 
‘You may call in and order with 
VISA or Master Card. 

Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling, 


For more information, 
call or write for a free brochure, 


P.O, BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
615/366-8088 


CDP SPORTS 
61841 Dobbin Rd. 
Bend, Oregon 97702 
(503)388-0662 or 389-6941 


phone /FAX. 


Draft and manage your favorite football 
stars. All for only $35 a season. The best 
and most affordable system available. 


® Customized point systems. 


© Trading and unlimited roster movement at 
NO CHARGE. 


* Timely weekly standings and reports. 


Draft packets supplied for easy 
comparison. 


® Injury replacements done automatically 
from back up selections, 


® No totalling or calculating anything. 


© Playoff systems. 


Attention 
Transplanted 


NFL Fans! 


A satellite dish can receive 
a full lineup of NFL games 
each week plus 15 regional 
sports channels. We have 
installers nationwide and 
financing available. Send 
$3.00 for brochure. 


Official NFL Items available: 
1990 Team Video Highlights 
$19.95. 1991 Team Video High- 
lights $14.95. 


Select team—___ 


NFL Team 3x5 Nylon Flags 
$60.00. 


Select-Team—__ 
1992 Match Box Trucks $9.95. 
Select Team 


ADD $5.00 postage and hand- 
ling. Send Check, Money order 


= = to Championship Banner-Dino 
FORFREE BROCHURE | | Vision M6. Box 11080 Green 

ch, or call 1- - 
AND SAMPLE REPORTS 5607. 


USA TODAY STATS ARE SECOND TO NONE! 


Connect to the USA TODAY Sports Center this season and get: «NFL stats 
for all players and teams updated weekly Scores, schedules and injury 
reports for all NFL teams updated daily *Scores and recaps of college 
teams Rosters, odds, late-breaking news and more ¢Plus, USA TODAY 
Sports Center's Fantasy Football Competition, 


For as little as 10 cents a minute, connect to the USA TODAY Sports 
Center this football season. Computer and modem required, 


No Modem? - Ask about our diskette service. IBM compatible only. 


Call today! F ports 


1-800-826-9688 ext. 58 


itomizing) Custom work meets. specificat 
eather sleeves, team logo left chest, 
— from $195. Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
Woo! body/contrasting woo! sleeves, team logo left chest & 
back — $149 Sizes (S-XX) 
DeLong Official Black Leather Jackets — Genuine leather, team logo left chest, 
team name back — from $299 Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
DeLong NFL Throwbacks Jackets — Wool fog aalwrsed leather sleeves, team logo left chest & 
back — $199 Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
NFL Sized Caps by New Era — $17.50 Sizes (6-3/4 ~ 7-3/4) 
Starter NFL Satin Jackets — $89,99 Starter NFL Parkas — $129.00 
Apex One NFL Jackets — 3 Styles $54.99, $79.99, $99.99 
Official NFL Warm-Ups by DeLong —3 Styles — $129 or $149 Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
CALL For Catalog Exclusive Pro Sports 815-226-5656 
Sorry, returns cannot be accepted on customized items. + VISA/MasterCard, Check, Money Order 
Store Hours: Weekdays SPM-10PM Saturdays 8AM-5PM CST 
Exclusive Pro Sports - 1941 Highridge Road + Rockford, IL 61108 
bl 


NF Cstatistics 


RUSHING 
RECORDS 


Carries: 407, James Wilder, Tampa Bay (1984) 
Yards; 2,105, Eric Dickerson, Los Angeles (1984) 
TDs: 24, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 


ATT YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Minnesot... 464 2201 47 71 18 
NY. Giants svc 4B 2084 42 7 16 
Washington... 540 2049 38 165 21 
Chicago, somsnses 502 1949 39 142 18 
Detroit... 454 1990 43. 169 19 
San Francisco 440. 1861 42 15319 
Dallas. 4331711 40 175 18 
New Orleans. 483 1709 35 165 15 
‘Alana 410 1684 41 96 6 
Tampa Bay... 371 1429 39 164 9 
Philadelphia 4461396 31 28 
Green Bay swvos 381 1389 36 48 12 
Phoenix, 391 1295 33 22 6 
UA Rams 388 1285 33° 36 11 
1 or more yards ATT YARDS AVG LONG 1D. 
Smith, Emmi, Dall 365 1563 43 175 12 
Sanders, Bary, Det 342 1548 45 169 16 
Hampton, Rodney, Gianls......256 1069 41 44 10 
Byner, Earnest, Wash, 274 1048 38 32 5 
Walker, Herschel, Minn... 198 825 42 171 10 
Cobb, Reggie, 1.8. 196 752 38 169 7 
‘Anderson, Neal, Chi 210 747 36 M2 6 
Delpino, Robert, Rams 24 688 32 36 9 
Erving, Rickey, WASH. soon 145 680 47 165 3 
Johnson, Johnny, PHOB....... 196 666 34 21 4 
Alen, Tery, Minn 120 563 47 15 2 
Henderson, Keith, S.F 137 561 41 25 2 
MoAlee, Fred, MOronnnin 109 494 45 34 2 
Feet, Gil, NO. 139 477 34 54 3 
Thompson, Darel, 6.8. suru 41 471 33 MOT 
Broussard, Steve, At 9 449 45 35 4 
Joseph, James, Phil 135 440 33 24 3 
Young, Steve, $F 66 415 63 21 4 
Muster, Brad, Chi 9 412 46 2 6 
Byars, Keith, Phil vw 94 383-41 2B 1 
Carter, Dexter, SF. 85 379 45 153 2 
Thompson, Anthony, Phoe.....126 376 30 22 1 
Rozier, Mike, Al... % 361 38 19 0 
Pegram, Eric, Al, 101 349 35 34 1 
Harbaugh, Jim, Chi 70 338 48 20 2 
Woodside, Keith, 6.8.84 326 39 29 1 
Tillman, Leis, GANS, nnn 65 287 44 17 4 
Sherman, Heath, Phil 106 279 26 12 0 
Hostetler, Jett, Giants 42 273 «65 M7 2 
Andets0M, Gal, TB.sowesnonT2 263 37 164 1 
Heyward, Craig, MO. 7% 260 34 15 4 
Hilliard, Dalton, M0. 79 252 32 65 4 
Riggs, Gerald, Wash 7 248 32 32 11 
Gary, Cleveland, Rams. 68 245 36 14 4 
Sydney, Hany, $.F $7 245 43 325 
Workman, Vince, 6.8, 1 27 33 80 7 
Gannon, Rich, Minn w 43 236 55 42 2 
Mille, Chis, AU von B2 229 72 20 0 
Green, Mark, Chi 6 217 36 18 3 
Nelson, Dati, MIAN, onion 28 210 7.5 29-2 
Rathman, TOM, Sesriem 63 183 29 16 6 
Dupree, Marcus, Rams, 49179 37 24 1 
Kemp, Jett, Sea Phil 38 179 47 18 0 
Wilson, RODEF, EB rnsnnnn 42 179 43° 20 0 
Megoet, Dave, Giant... 2 153 53 130 1 
Jordan, Bulord, N.0. 47 150 32 25 2 
Anderson, Ottis, Gianls 83 141 27 9 4 
Challey, Pal, All acinomae 29 V7 44 27 1 
Jones, Keith, Al. 3 126 36 4 0 
Peete, Rodney, Det 2% 125 50 2 2 
Sanders, Thomas, Phil 84 122 23 16 4 
Anderson, Allted, Mit uovuin28 118 45 19 4 
Carter, AnthONY, Miffh sani. 13 7 90 32 4 
Chandler, Chris, 7B-Phoe......26 111 43 12 0 
Carthon, Maurice, Gians.......32 109 34 10 0 
Malkowski, Don, GB, . 108 43 15 2 
Testaverde, Vin ior 32 19 0 
Rice, Allen, 6.8... 100 33 21 0 
Fenney, Rick, Minn, 9 43 7 0 
Tupa, Tom, Phe... 7 35 7 1 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Tomezak, Mike, 6.8, 7 8 55 4 7 
Blake, Ricky, Dail, 16 «80 53 80 1 
Rouse, James, Chi. wv2l TA 27 10 0 
McGee, Buford, Rams..... 19 6 34 9 0 
Overton, Don, Det. 4 «469 42 9 0 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi. 9 58 64 7 0 
Hebert, Bobby, W.0. 18 456 31 16 0 
dackson, Cedric, Det v7 #55 32 10 0 
McMahon, Jim, Phil... 2 Be 28. 1 1 
Johnston, Daryl, Dall. 7 54 32 10 0 
Dozier, D.J,, Det. 9 4 53 29 0 
Sanders, Ricky, Wash. a, (i a) eS 
Bono, Steve, S.F. wu? 46 27 18 0 
Kiel, Blair, 6.8. 4 46115 2% 0 
Centers, Larry, Phoe, 4 44 31 8 0 
Everett, Jim, Rams a 44°16 «10 «0 
Turner, Vernon, Rams: 7 4 63 11 0 
Bailey, Johnny, Chi... 5% #43 29 1~«71 
Amold, Jim, Det... 2 42210 2 0 
Simms, Phil, Giants... 9 42 47 19 1 
Tillman, Spence, $F 3 40 31 8 0 
Lewis, Darren, Chi, 16 36 24 9 0 
Wilson, Wade, Minn, 1333: «25 «15 «0 
Drummond, Robert, Phil. 5 me! om Wy ae 
Johnson, Tracy, All 8 2 33 6 0 
Kramer, Erik, Det. 3 «26 O07 612 «1 
Carlson, Jeff, T.B. 5 2 60 1 0 
Jones, Ernie, Phoe. 5 2 48 9 0 
Gelbaugh, Stan, Phoe. 9 2 26 13 0 
Highsmith, Alonzo, 7.8. 65 2 42 0 0 
Proehl, Ricky, Phoe. 3 2170 17 «0 
Agee, Tommie, Dall ssn = 20-22 -B 4 
Monk, Art, Wash. 9 9 21 4 «0 
Jackson, Kanny, Phil... 1 18 180 18 0 
‘Morgan, Anthony, Chi, 3 18 60 13 0 
Mitchell, Brian, Wash, 3 447 8 0 
Early, Quinn, 4.0. 3 13°43 «6 «0 
Brown, Ron, Rams 2 1 55 1 0 
Gray, Mel, Det. 2 1 55 6 O 
Pertiman, Brett, Det. 4 1 25 6 0 
Dawsey, Lawrence, 7.8, 1 9 90 9 4 
Thompson, Ernie, Rams. 2 945 9 0 
Flagler, Terrence, Phoe. 1 770 7 0 
Morse, Bobby, M0 3.7 23 8 0 
Rypien, Mark, Wash. a} 6041 7 
Tolliver, Billy Joe, Atl 9 6 07 7 0 
Ware, Andre, Det. 4 6 15 10 0 
Willis, Peter Tom, Chi, 2 6 30 8 0 
Aikman, Troy, Dall. 16 § 03 9 1 
Kupp, Craig, Phoe, it § 50 5 0 
Richards, Curvin, Dall. 2 420 3 0 
‘Sharpe, Sterling, 6.B. 4 4°10 1 0 
Wilson, Charles, G.B, a 310 65 0 
Goebel, Brad, Phil. 1 220 2 0 
Rice, Jerry, S.F. 1 220 2 0 
Harris, Jackie, 6.8, 1 v0 7 0 
Touatdown 

PASS RECEIVING 
RECORDS 


Receptions: 106, Art Monk, Washington (1984) 
: 1,570, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1986) 
TDs: 22, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1987) 


2 or more receptions NO YARDS AVG LONG TO 
Irvin, Michael, Dal. 93 1523 164 166 8 
Rison, Andre, Atl 81 976 120 139 12 
Rice, Jerry, SF. 80 1206 151 173 14 
Carter, Cris, Minn 72 962 134 50 5 
Monk, Art, Wash... 7) 1049 148 (64 8 
Clatk, Gary, Wash. suonen (0 1340 19.4 182 10 
Sharpe, Sterling, 6.8. 69 961 139 158 4 
Martin, Eric, NO. 66 803 122 30 4 
Ellard, Henry, Rams. 64 1052 164 38 3 
Taylor, John, S.F 64 1011 158 197 9 
Turner, Floyd, W.0. 64 927 145 165 8B 
Barnet, Fred, Phil 62 948 153 175 4 
Byars, Keith, Phil 62 564 91 37 3 
‘Jones, Emie, Phoe. 61 957 157 53 4 
Davis, Wendell, Chi 61 945 155 175 6 
Novacek, Jay’ all... 59 664 113 49 4 
jordan, Steve, Minn... 57 638 112 25 2 
Dawsey, Lawrence, 7.B. 55 818 149 165 3 

continued 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


@ Weekly 


Trading 
Scores 2 


Players 


@ Use our scoring 
system or customize 
your own 


Fantasy City, Inc. 


League Stats Service 


For Fantasy Football Leagues 
“7 Years Of Satisfied Customers Can't Be Wrong" 


“FANTASY. CITY COUPON SPECIA! 


league fee for: : 


24-Hr Transaction Phone For: 
@ Entering 


Customization Available: 
@ Use our team 


schedules or 
supply your own 


call 1-800-842-6002 


ATTENTION: Please DO NOT CALL IF you're under 18 OR if you're looking to 
be matched up ina league, We service only adulte and full leagues. 


P.O, Box 109 


@ Telepho 


ne 
Lineups Reports 


@ Report delivery options: 
Pall, FAX i 
Computer Download 


For A Free Brochure 
about the "Best 
‘Service in the Nation* 


Le Sueur MN 56058 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 
TUE ULTIMATE IM SPORTS SOFTWARE! 


‘A Software package which allows you the power 
‘and flexibility to maintain your league on your own 
personal computer! The latest stats, linoups, stand- 
ings and game matchups are at your fingertips! 
Track individual passing, rushing, receiving, spe- 
cial teams and team defensive performance! 


Features 


‘Menu Driven ‘*League Standings 
Upto 16 teams Transactions & trades 
*Flexible roster» * Easy dala entry 
+Flexible scoring * Updates stats instantly 
*Scheduler Online help 
Reports 
‘Team roster ‘*Pre-game report 
*Team stats *Post-game report 
‘Players reports * League schedule 
*Position reports. _* Transaction reports 


League standings —*Financial reports 


GSoftware for PC/XT/AT's and compatibles 


2 
is 

pr 
+ Send check or money order to: 


y Magic Software™ 


$59.95 Complete Package 


Add $3,00 Shipping and Handling 
PA. Residents add 6% sales tax 


Suite 13 
Philadelphia, PA. 19102 


WHY SHOULD YOU INVEST IN B2 SPORTS 


FANTASY FOOTBALL PUBLICATIONS? 


‘= Now in our 5th year, 8 Sports has the information you 
‘need before and during the season to help you build and 


‘manage a winning team. 
1m Saves you time preparing forthe draft and tracking play- 
ers during the season 


‘As seen in Fantasy Football ‘91 magazine, expert analysis 
and the most curren, detailed information available 
1s Toll-free ordering, credit card convenience, and fast 
shipments. Call (800) 688-7812 to order or for FREE 
details. Our 1992 publication line-up: 

HOW TO WIN AT FANTASY FOOTBALL/1992 


Tips to rate players, draft, and manage a winning team plus 
exclusive scouting reports for over 390 players including 
why a player will or wont perform and much more! m A FREE 
update of preseason player status included 4.75 
FOUR-YEAR FANTASY STATS PACKAGE 
Four-year leaders and cumulative stats for 475 offensive 
players m Game-by-game yardage and scoring breakdowns 
t= Payer stats versus each NFL team m Schedule Analysis 
‘and more! $11.75 


NEWSLETTERS. 


Five issues during the season which give emerging trends, 
players to watch, ips. > $9.95 
DEFENSIVE PLAYER FANTASY STATS. 


‘Total tackles, sacks and more for 300 defensive players by 
positon... $975 


MAKE YOUR FIRST PICK TODAY! 


For FREE details or to order any publication please send @ 
ccheckimo to B? Sports or call tol-free: 


800-688-7812 


VISAMC ACCEPTED, Prices include First Class postage. 
Discount packages available! Orders sent within 24-48 
hours. Thank you! 


a se 


‘Analytical Services 


P.O. Box 10156-1508 
Silver Spring, MD 20914 
(301) 989-2398 
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BUYING 


We buy pre-1974 baseball yearbooks, World Series, All-Star, Super 
Bow! and college bowl programs, NBA Finals and Final Four programs! 
Also, ticket stubs! Plus, STREET & SMITH's annuals, guides, autographed 
baseballs & footballs, statues and pennants! Send your list today! 

Don't forget to ask about our large selection of sports publications & 
programs in stock—available for sale! 


LOU MADDEN 
4545 E. SHEA BLVD. #210 
PHOENIX, AZ 85028 


1-800-345-7474 
FANTASY PLAYERS 
From Touchtone Phones Only, Dial 


900-680-GAME 


(1-900-680-4263) Ext. 123 


~ Only 89¢ Per Minute ~ 
Must Be 18 Years Of Age Or Over To Call 


The Quickest And The Best 


e Rapid, Complete Scoring Summaries Of Every NFL Game 
e Pre-Game Injury Reports Provided During The Week 


Cardiff Communications, P.O. Box 582, Yardley, PA 19067 
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NF Cstatistics 


Proehl, Ricky, Aho. 
Delpino, Robert, Rams, 
Waddle, Tom, Chi 
Perriman, Brett, Det. 
Ingram, Mark, Giants. 
Carter, Anthony, Minn. 
Haynes, Michael, At 
Pritchard, Mike, At 
Meggett, Dave, Giants 
Smith, Emmitt, Dal... 
Jackson, Keith, Pil 
Catrier, Mark, 7.8 
Clark, Rober, Det 
Anderson, Neal, Chi 
Workman, Vince, 6.8 
Sanders, Ricky, Wash. 
Hil, Randal, Phoe 
Hampton, Rodney, Giants 
Kemp, Perry, 6.8. 

Fart, Mike, De. 
Sanders, Barry, Det 
Green, Willi, De. 
Price, Jim, Rams: 
Muster, Brad, Ci. 
Byner, Earnest, Wash 
Rathman, Tom, S.F 
Wiliams, Calvin, Phil 
Walker, Herschel, Minn. 
Early, Quinn, MO. 
Anderson, Wille, Rams. 
Jones, Hassan, Minn, 
Johnson, Damone, Rams, 
Hall, Ron, 7.8 

Baker, Stephen, Giants 
Henderson, Keith, SF 
Green, Roy, Phil. 
Johnson, Johnny, Poe 
Thomas, George, Al 
Johnston, Dary, Dal 
Jones, Brent, .F 
Drewrey, Willi, 1.8 
Fonerty, Gill, NO. 
‘Anderson, Gary, 7. 
Sherrard, Mike, S.F 
Harris, Jackie, 6.8 
Carter, Dexter, SF 
Williams, Jamie, $F 
Tice, Jobn, N, 
Woodside, Keith, 6.8. 
Tuimer, Odessa, Giants 
Hiliard, Dalton, 7.0 
Harper, Alvin, Dail, 
Cross, Howard, Giants 
MoGee, Butord, Rams 
Wilson, Robert, 1.8 
Wilson, Charles, 6.8, 
Centers, Lary, Pho. 
Nelson, Darrin, Minn 
Carroll, Wesley, N.0 
Thorton, James, Chi, 
Hil, Bruce, 7.8. 
Martin, Kelvin, Dail. 
Evins, Ricky, Wash. 
Brenner, Hoby, M0, 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi 
McCarey, Ed, Giants 
Roberts, Alfredo, Dai, 
Cox, Aaron, Rams 
West, Ed, GB. 

Jorden, Tim, Phe 
Cobb, Reggie, 7.8. 
Rouse, James, Chi 
Jordan, Buford, .0. 
Sherman, Heath, Phil 
Morgan, Anthony, Ch 
Gary, Cleveland, Rams. 
Sydney, Harry, SF 
Weathers, Clarence, 6.8. 
Dixon, Floyd, At 
Broussard, Steve, At, 
Moore, Heiman, De. 


‘Anderson, Otis, Giants... 


Orr, Terry, Wash, 
Wright, Alexander, Dail 


55 
55. 
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Rice, Allen, G.8. 
Bunch, Jarrod, Giants. 
Jones; Mike, Minn. 
Tillman, Spencer, SF, 


Joseph, James, Phil 0 64 64 18 0 
Mortis, Ron, Chi suns B 147 184 330 
Jennings, Keith, Ch... 8 109 136 19 0 
sackson, John, Ph. 8 108 135 30 0 
Flagler, Terrence, Phoe. 8 8 106 17 0 
Carter, Pal, Rams 8 69 86 18 2 
Sanders, Thomas, Phil 8 62 78 14 0 
Reeves, Walter, Phos. 8 4 56 13 0 
Query, Jef, 6.8 7 94 134 2 0 
Thompson, Dartell, 6.8. 7 7 104 18 0 
Attholte, EMH, BB nsisnnne? 68 97 20 0 
Thompson, Anthony, PHOB.....? 52 74 14 0 
‘Agee, Tommie, Dal 7 4 61 9 0 
Canton, Maurice, Gants... ? 39 66 9 0 
Shuler, Mickey, Phil, 6 9 152 21 0 
Anderson, Jesse, 7... 6 73 122 34 2 
Philips, Jason, All 6 73 122 24 0 
Johnson, Maurice, Philvsnnne6 70 147 131 2 
Jones, Keith, Al... 6 58 97 15 0 
Green, Mark, Chi 6 8 90 15 0 
Allen, Tery, Minn. 6 49 82 21 
Dupree, Marcus, Rams, 6 4 77 2 0 
Mowall, Zeke, Glants 5 78 156 33 1 
Awall, Robert, Dal. 5 57 114 2 0 
Warren, Don, Wash, 5 s1 102 17 0 
Tillman, Lewis, Giants. 5 90 60 12 0 
Thomas, Ed, 7B... 4 55 138 19 0 
Anthony, Terry, 1.8. 4 51 128 14 «0 
Beach, Sanjay, S.F 4 8 108 20 0 
Tennell, Derek, Det sn 43 10.8 18 0 
Overton, DOM, Del sonininnn4 98 95 14 0 
Les, Leo, Minn. 4 3 90 11 0 
Heyward, Crag, NO... 4 34 BS 4 
‘aokson, Kenny, Pil. 4 9 73 9 0 
Novoselsky, Brent, Minn. 4 2 68 8 0 
Brown, Ron, Rams 3 82 173 21 0 
Gray, Mel, Det. veined 42 140-31 0 
Tuimet, VEFHON, RAMS vivir AY TBP ND 1 
Collins, Shawn, At 3 37 123 21 0 
B0S0, C4), Cliraininnininned 36 120 2 0 
Newman, Pal, N.0 33 10 14 0 
<Jhnson, Tracy, At 3.27 90 13 0 
Middleton, Ron, Wash. 3% 83 1 0 
Hobbs, Stephen, Was, 32% 80 10 0 
Scales, Greg, N.0. 3.8 WW 4 0 
Wikins, Gary, Atl 3 2 23 Ad 
Matthews, Aubrey, Det 3 2 70 1 0 
Johnson, Jimmie, Wash BT hth ease a2 
Campbell, Jet, Det. 2 49 245 2% 0 
Thompson, Emia, RAMS nso 2 35 175 2 4 
Harri, Rod, Phil 2 2B 140 2 0 
Walls, Wesley, SF... 2 M 120 21 0 
Kozlowski, Glen, Ci... 2 1 80 1 0 
Rozier, Mike, Al % 16) fd 0 
Fenney, Rick, Minn, Bs At) 5s: 0 

2 0 

2 0 

2 2 

2 0 


INTERCEPTIONS 
RECORDS 


Number: 14, Dick Lane, Los Angeles (1952) 
Yards: 301, Don Doll, Detroit (1949) 
Longest return: 102 yards, 
Bob Smith, Datroit (1949) 
Erich Barnes, New York (1961) 
‘TDs: 3, Dick Lynch, New York (1963) 
3, Herb Adderley, Green Bay (1965) 
3, Monte Jackson, Los Angeles (1976) 
3, Rod Perry, Los Angeles (1976) 
3, Ronnie Lott, San Francisco (1981) 
3, Wayne Haddix, Tampa Bay (1990) 


2or more NO YARDS AVG LONG TD. 
Crockett, Ray, Det 6 141 235 196 
Sanders, Deion, All 6 
Williams, Aeneas, Phoe, 6 
Mekyer, Tim, At 6 
ANKINS, GEN. NOoiirsnimonS 198 396 79 
5 
5 
5 


Browner, Joey, Minn... 
‘Marshall, Wilber, Wash... 
Green, Darrell, Wash, 

McDonald, Tim, Phoe,. 5 3 72 13 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Hopkins, Wes Phil 
Allen, Eric, Phil 
Buck, Vinee, NO, ns 
Collins, Mark, Giant... 
Waymer, Dave, SF 
Stinson, Lemuel, Ch 
Ecards, Brad, Wash, 
Glenn, Vencie, MA... 4 
TaylOF,TeMty, Debs wsnnesenson 
Walls, Even, Gian sc. 4 
MoMilian, Audrey, Minh so. 4 
Halt, 18a, Dal...nsnsnn 
Rutland, Reggie, Minn 3 
Gray, deny, Rams. 3 
Cecil, Chuck, 6.8 3 
Jones, Reggie, NO... 3 
Lynch, Lorenzo, Poe 3 
Cook, Tol, 0 3 
Jamison, George, Det. 3 
sloyner, Seth, Pit. 3 
Maxie, Brett, NO 3 
Mayhew, Martin, Wash 3 
Miano, Rich, Pit. 3 
Murphy, Mark, 6.8. 3 
Henly, Daryl, Rams 3 
Covington, Tony, 7.8 3 
Paul, Mathus, Chi. 3 
Butler, LeRoy, GB... 3 6 20 6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Smith, Otis, Phi 
Cartier, Mark, Chi. 
Evans, ByF0N, Phil. 
Clark, Vinnie, 6.8... 
Tate, David, Chi 

White, Wiliam, Det 
Collin, Andre, Wash 
Brown, Lary, Dall... 
Case, Scot, Al 
Woolford, Donnell, Chi, 
Lewis, Kevin, SF. 
Fullington, Darsell, 7.8. 
Mills, Sam, 4.0. 
Washington, James, Dall, 
Stewart, Michael, Rams... 
Reynolds, Ricky, 7.8 
Smith, Ben, Phil, 
Johnson, Pepper, Giants 
Johnson, Sidney, Wash. 
Jordan, Brian, At 
Wright Felix, Minn 


cocccosccoccoso-oscos+scocceo++ccs+cessecosccc4cesco 


PUNT RETURNS 


2, Tampa Bay 1979) 
Washington (1976) 


RECORDS 
Number: 70, Danny Re 
dl 


Longest for TD: 98 yards, 
Gill Letebvre, Cincinnati (1933) 
Charlie Wost, Minnesola (1968) 
Dennis Morgan, Dallas (1974) 


NO FO YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Gary, Mel, Det oh 14 385 15.4 1 
Mitchell, Brian, Wash... 21 600 133 169 2 
Martin, Kelvin, Dalfnn.21 8 244 116 185 1 
Meggett, Dave, Giants......28 9 287 103 170 1 
Drowrey, Wille, TB.nw3B 18 360 95 33 0 
Sikahema, Vai, 6.8, ......28 4 239 92 62 0 
Tumer, Vernon, Rams......23 4 201 87 2 0 
Taylor, JOHN, SFcciwnsd! 14 267 86 24 0 
Buck, Vince, NO.,..nnnd) 13 260 84 62 0 
Sanders, Deion, Atl ....u21 9 170 B1 23 0 
Jackson, John, Phoe....31 3 244 79 19 0 
Harris, Rod, Phil 53 9 46 78 40 0 
Bailey, Johnny, Chi...u.98 11 281 78 37 0 
Lewis, Leo, Mina... 30 16 225 75 44 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or more) 
DENY, JE G.Bianannwtd 9 157 112 2 0 
Jordan, Brian, Al 4 9 116 83 13 0 
Henley, Daryl, Rams......18 4 110 85 16 0 
Fenerty, Gil, NO. unt? 6 55 46 13 0 
Beach, Sanjay, S.F. 10 0 53 53 15 0 
Ingram, Mark, Giants.......8 1 49 61 13 0 
Shepard, Derrick, Da/l.....6 3 57 95 14 0 
Waddle, TOM, Chi. oS 3 31 62 1 O 
continued 


FANTASY 
FOOTBALL 
FANS 


BE AN ALL PRO—ALL YEAR! 


Now in our seventh year, ALL PRO will 
ill season! 


ALL PRO YEARBOOK—1992. This magazine wil 
save yOu hous of preparation time by talloring player/team 
stats to the fantasy f ‘xtensive player comparisons by 
position, scoring-by-cistance reports of all TDs and FGs, 
scoring and yardage by game ofall layers (noting games 
missed due to injuries), key teamstats, schedule analysis, and 
more. Plus, analysis ofeach team by “antasy” position, our 
"eafss Feast” for 982 and mol gy og 
(Not available on newsstands) . md 


ALL PRO UPDATE. Don't go to your FL draft without 
this “primer"~Scouting reports on all 28 NFL teams thru three. 
Weeks of preseason pla; current rosters/depth chars ofall 
"fantasy" positions; updated predictions, and mare, Mailed 
between the 3d & th wooks of preseason, g og 
(Overnight mailing available) .... 39 


ALL PRO WEEKLY. The only weekly fantasy news- 
Ietr, ths report will keep you current wth important NFL 
activity. Each issue will include curent “antasy"rostes/ 
depth charts, key player and team stats, recommended 
adds /drops, reviews of the week's games and other facts 
and stats that will help you play your best weekly lineup 
and upgrade your FL. roster 

416 sues, mailed on Mondays ........944 95" 
ALL PRO PACKAGE. Save $10 by ordering the 
Yearbook, Update, & Woelios at the 

same timel ($6985 VALUE)... °5 995" 


ALL PRO BI-WEEKLY. if you preter, you can receive 
every other issue of ALL PRO WEEKLY. 

Eight issues , $2295" 
*California residents ea 8.25% sales tax. 


TO PLACE AN ORDER, send 
check or money order or 
use your MasterCard/Visa. 
(Include name on card, account number, 
‘expiration date, and authorized signature.) 


TELEPHONE ORDERS accepted Monday 
through Friday, 2-6 p.m. (Pacific Time). 


ALL PRO FANTASY HOTLINE 
Don’t lose this number... 


1-900-740-ALLPRO 


(1-900-740-2557) 
$1.49 first minute, 99¢ each additional 
minute. Touchtone phones only. 


INJURY /ROSTER/LINEUP/MATCHUP REPORTS 
‘Thursdays through Sundays. 


DETAILED SCORING RECAPS 
Two hours atler the games are over. 
Fora FREE BROCHURE on the 
publications and/or the hotline, 
write or call (at any hour), 


14359 NORDHOFF ST., UNIT B 
PANORAMA CITY, CALIFORNIA 91402 
(818) 893-5055 
ALL PRO—The One That Your Competition 
Doesn't Want You to Know About! 


BY THE NUMBERS 


3o COMPLETE FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE SERVICE FOR 
ONLY $28 
PER TEAM 


What’s new in ‘92? 


The ASSISTANT COACH 
is designed for you, the Team 
Owner. It knows the NFL 
schedule and what over 300 
offensive players and 
defensive teams have 

done versus each 

upcoming opponent, 

how they perform on 
turf/grass and home/ 

away situations. It will 

even advise you who to 
start each week! Now you 
can have all this informa- 
tion at your fingertips! 


UPDATED: 1) The best 

software for managing 

the data and producing 

reports for your fantasy 

league. Over 1400 

commissioners use CFS, 

including many play-by-mail operators. 
2) Our fantasy football drafter, which 
includes statistics for over 400 players 
and teams, manages a draft and can fill 
in for those who can't make it in an 
emergency. 


Nn: To Order Call: 
9606 800-537-9228 


POTATO 748 Whalers Way, E-202, 
Fort Colins, CO 80525, 
1) 229-9606 
LEAGUE 155 2 e505 
SPORTS SS: 


OK, 
‘add $3 S&H, overnighvand 
day shipping available 


NF Cstatistics 


Centers, Lary, PAO nS 2 30 60 12 0 
Proghl, RICKEY, PROC nnnd O 26 65 14 0 
Morgan, Anthony, Chi..w.3 O 19 63 11 0 
GreeN, Mak, Cinnmend 1 9 30 8 0 

KICKOFF RETURNS 


RECORDS 
Numbers: 60, Drew Hill, Los Angeles (1981) 
Yards: 1,345, Buster Rhymes, Minnesota (1985) 
Longest: 106 yards, 

Al Carmichael, Green Bay (1956) 

Roy Green, St. Louis (1979) 
TDs: 4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967) 

4, Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 


NO YARDS AVG LONG TO 
Gray, Mel, Det woven 96 929 258 71 0 
Wright, Alexander, Osi 2 514 245 1102 1 
Wilson, Charles, 6.8 23 522 227 182 4 
Carter, Dexter, SF... 37-839 227 198 4 
Sanders, Deion, At, 26 576 22.2 100 1 
Nelson, Darrin, Minn, 31 682-220 50 0 
Meggett, Dave, Giants. 2 814 206 42 0 
Mitchell, Brian, Wash. ..cunm29 583 20.1 35 0 
Tumer, Vernon, Rams 24 457 190 3 0 
Anderson, Gary, 1.8... 34-643 189 «99 0 
Atkins, Gene, N10 20 368 184 27 0 
Harris, Rod, Pil 2 473 169 3B 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or more) 
Dixon, James, Dall 18 398 221 39 0 
Centers, Larry, Phe, 16 330 206 39 0 
Bailey, Johnny, Chi 6 317 194 31 0 
Pegram, Erric, At 16 260 163 30 0 
Sikahema, Vai, 6.6. 18 325 217 5 0 
Edwards, Anthony, Pioe.........18 261 20.1 36 0 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi. 13 227 175 2 0 
Brown, Ron, Rams. 12 256 213 39 0 
Drewrey, Willie, TBneroninnn 12 246 205 43 0 
Jennings, Stanford, NO. 2 213 178 24 0 
Flagler, Terrence, Phoe, 12 208 173 32 0 
Lang, David, Rams... 12 194 162 34 0 
Ervins, Ricky, WASM. concn 11 232 21.1 48 0 
Hampton, Rodney, Giants.......10 204 204 51 0 
‘Sanders, Thomas, Ph... 10 160 160 31 0 
Early, Quinn, N.0. 9 168 187 34 0 
Hill, Randal, Mia-Phoe, 9 146 162 33 0 
Tillman, Spencer, S.F. 9 132 147 27 0 
Campbell, Jef, Det... 9 8 94 18 0 
Workman, Vince, 6.8. 8 139 174 26 0 
Morgan, Anthony, Chi 8 133 166 29 0 
Ingram, Mark, Giants 8 125 156 2 0 
Hardy, RObEM, TB.ecinownm 8 119 149 26 0 
Thompson, Darrell, 6.8. 7 127 181 30 0 
Gant, Kenneth, Dall 6 114 190 26 0 
Jordan, Brian, Al ~-§ 100 200 2 0 
Eilers, Pat, Min, nn 5 9 198 26 0 
Johnson, Joe, Wash. 5 83 166 25 0 
Walker, Herschel, Minn, 5 83 166 21 0 
Green, Roy, Phil 5 70 140 21 0 
Overton, Don, Det 4 71 178 2 0 
Green, Mark, Chi 4 69 173 29 0 
‘Sherman, Heath, Phil 4 61 153 20 0 
Dozier, D.J., Det 4 60 150 38 0 
Delpino, Robert, Rams. 4 54 135 19 0 
Motse, Bobby, N.0. 3 60 200 21 0 
Shepard, Derrick, Dail, 3 54 180 21 0 
Martin, Kelvin, Dall 3 4? 157 25 0 
Rice, Allen, 6.8... 3 36 120 15 0 
Smith, Joey, Giants, 3 34 113 18 0 
McDonald, Mike, Rams. 3 32 107 16 0 
Fishback, Joe, All wn 29 97 19 0 
Gouveia, Kurt, Wash. 3 12 40 9 0 
Raye, Jimmy, Rams. 2 57 285 48 0 
Jackson, John, Phoe. 2 4 25 2 0 
Webb, Chuck, 6.8... 2 40 20 23 0 
Beach, Sanjay, S.F. 2 37 185 23 0 
Tillman, Lewis, Giants, 2 9 45 19 0 
Fenerty, Gill, N.0.... 2 2B 140 14 «0 
Wilson, Robert, 7B. 2 199 95 10 
Jordan, Buford, W.0.... 2 1 90 18 0 
Cobb, Reggie, 7.8... 215 8S) 48 00, 
Lewis, Darren, Chi 2 1 65 2B 0 
Rouse, James, Chi 2 10 50 10 0 


Fair Catch 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL, 


STATISTICS 


Clayton, Mark, Mia 
Thomas, Thurman, Butt 
Baxter, Brad, Jets 
Hoard, Leroy, Clev. 
Mack, Kevin, Cle... 
Pinkett, Allen, Hou. 
Reed, Andre, Buf... 
Okoye, Christian, K.C. 
Bernstine, Rod, S.D. 
Lofton, James, Buff 
Butts, Marion, S.D. 
Jeffires, Haywood, Hou. 
Beebe, Don, Buff. 
Brown, Tim, Raiders 
Elway, John, Den. 
Green, Eri, Pit. 
Barnett, Tim, K.C. 
Burkett, Chris, Jets 
Davis, Kenneth, Butt. 
Duper, Mark, Mia. ~ 
Givins, Ernest, Hou. ..... 


‘STREET AND SMITHS PRO FOOTBALL 


AuasnaounarseocS-no 


eoo4cco+ccc oC oo eccCeS 


SSSSSSSSSRSSESLSSSIBAIN 


SCORING 
RECORDS 
Points: 155, Gino Cappellti, Boston (1964) 
Touchdowns: 23, 0.J. Simpson, Buftalo (1975) 
Field goals: 34, Jim Turner, New York (1968) 
34, Nick Lowery, Kansas City (1990) 
Extra points: 66, Uwe von Schamann, Miami (1984) 
TOR ‘TOP TOM xP xPA FG FGA ‘SAF POINTS: 
16 39 3 56 58 8 2 0 458 
16 24 6 a 6 2B ci 0 386 
8 26 1 4 6 B c:] 0 M3 
14 19 2 K KS B Ki) 1 322 
7 12 3 2 32 Ki) 43 0 314 
16 13 3 ci 32 a 36 0 304 
LA Raiders 8 20 2 a 30 2 4 1 298 
Cleveland eae 4. Ete ets Sage Fede er Go 
Pittsburgh. 8 2 4 31 n B 3B 0 292 
Seattle. u 15 3 a 2 a Fi 0 276 
‘San Diego fs 16 13 2 on 3 19 ya] 0 274 
Cincinmat.....o.. 7 1" 4 2 a a7 24 32 k! 263 
‘New England... sles 9 W 2 19 a 20 y) 0 an 
indianapolis z 14 3 10 1 14 4 5 26 0 143 
DN ae 
KICKERS Hester, Jessie, In 5 0 5 0 # 
XP XPA FG FGA PTS | Horton, Ethan, Raiders 5 0 5 0 
‘Stoyanovich, Pete, Mia. iB 2 31 124 ‘Moore, Rob, Jets 5k 8 -8- B 
Jaeger, Jeff, Raiders 30 29 34 116 | Stone, Dwight, Pitt § 05 0 @ 
Treadwell, David, Den. 32 27 36 112 | Williams, John L., Sea Ee it Ed eet. 
Lowery, Nick, KC. 35 25 30 110 | Brooks, Bll in... “400 4 0 2 
Norwood, Scott, Butt. 58 18 29 110 Brooks, James, Cin. oh, 2s OC ae 
Leahy, Pat, Jets 30 26 37 «108 Duncan, Curtis, Hou. 4 0 4 0 24 
Kasay, John, Sea. ....«... 2% 2 31 102 Fenner, Derrick, Sea. ye es Se 
Anderson, Gary, Pitt. ..... 31 23 33 100 | Gardner, Carwell, Buff, 4 4 0 0 4 
Breech, Jim, Cin. 7B oO 6 Gault, Willie, Raiders 4 04 0 @ 
31619 2988 Green, Gaston, Den. w4 4 0 0 2 
4 16 «22 «8B Higgs, Mark, Mia. 4 40 0 24 
2 13 «18 «64 . 
Biasucci, Dean, Ind. 4°15 26 
‘Staurovsky, Jason, NE. 1 13:«19~«CO49 
De! Greco, Al, Hou. . 16 10 13° (46 
Baumann, Charlie, Mia-ME....15 16 9 12 42 
Allegre, Raul, Giants-Jets 71 #5) -@ “22: 
Aguiar, Louie Jets CUS ay: 3 
Johnson, Lee, Cin. UU tea 3 
NON-KICKERS 
TD TOR TOP TOM PIS 


Hill, Drew, Hou. 
Lewis, Greg, Den, 
Lewis, Nate, SD. 
McGee, Tim, Cin 
Russell, Leonard, ME... 
Sewell, Steve, Den. 
Thomas, Blair, Jets 
Tice, Mike, Sea 
White, Lorenzo, Hou. 
Wiliams, Warren, Pit 
Woods, Icey, Cin. 
Word, Barry, KC. 

Ball, Nick, Raiders 
Chadwick, Jef, Sea. 
Cook, Marv, WE... 
Dickerson, Eric, Ind. 
Fryar, Iving, NE... 
Glover, Andrew, Raiders 
Hany, Emile, KC. 
Hoge, Merril, Pitt 
Johnson, Vance, Den 
Jones, ames, Sea 
McEwen, Craig, SO. 
MoKller, Keith, Butt 
Miller, Anthony, S.0. 
Slaughter, Webster, Clev 
Vaughn, Jon, ME. 
Williams, Harvey, K.C. 
Allen, Marcus, Raiders 
Birden, JW, KC. 
Blades, Brian, Sea 
Brown, Eddie, Gin 
Clark, Louis, Sea 
Cooper, Adrian, Pitt 
Edmunds, Ferrell, Ma 
Edwards, Al, Buf. 
Foster, Barry, Pitt 
Green, Harold, Cin. 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL 


A Glimpse <7 
of the Future... & moccenss 


AF Csiatistics 


2 
2 
2 
Holohan, Pete, &C. 2 
es Jackson, Michael, Cev. 2 
Why compromise with your fantasy league, when the most powerful system ‘Jensen, Jim, Mia 2 
just took a major step forward to bring you a glimpse of the future? Sure, Jones, Tony, Hou. 2 
there are “computer programs” available, and there’s always your spread- potbes a oe ; 
sheet, but using them would be like settling for a Field Goal when =. Lipps, Louis, Pit. . 2 
you're inside the ten... “3 Martin, Tony, Mia 2 
a P MeMiillan, Erik, Jets 2 
Why do we say that? Because there is only ONE complete Fantasy Management System McMurty, Greg, WE 2 
available today. One system that refuses to compromise - the Commissioner and the McNeil, Freeman, Jets 2 
Fantasy Bulletin Board. Loaded with features you want most: prsagsced - Butt : 
YY The most efficient and affordable stats downloading Moon, Waren, Hou 2 
system on the market Morris, Joe, Ciev. 2 
As Natl, Ricky, Den, 2 
VA fully integrated sofware package with its own Rolle, Butch, Buf. 2 
builtin communications for FAST and EASY Smith, Steve, Raiders 2 
downloading Stephens, John, NE 2 
2 eye Taylor, Craig, Cin 2 
V Incredible flexibility in League and Scoring options Timpson, Michael, NE 2 
ie Young, Mike, Den. 2 
YY 24 hour BBS for additional support and file transfer pis greedy ol 
‘V Menu driven, graphical interface with mouse control Ball, Eric, Gin 1 
Banks, Fed, Mia. i 
SS Barber, Mike, Cin 1 
Commissioner 5.0 
Coming...MAC and WINDOWS versions Bey. Greg, Miz : 
For Ordering Information, 800-422-6628 1 
1 
Brennan, Bran, Cle } 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
} 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
t 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


SpertsWare Boom AB Js 


P.O. Box 11337, Boulder CO 80301 Demo Brown, Gary, Hou. 
Calloway, Chris, Pitt 
Cash, Keith, Pitt. 
Childress, Freddie, ALE. 
Coates, Ben, NE. 
Coleman, Patrick, Hou. 
Craig, Roger, Raiders 
Craver, Aaron, Mia. 


Davis, Brian, Sea. 
Dim, Charles, Den. 
Dingle, Mike, Cin. 


Dishman, Cris, Hou. 
ue ” A O Mike, He 
Sell the “bible” of sports in your store! Fara: Marg Ras 
Join the STREET & SMITH’S retailers Been te 
who carry THE annuals to trust for Graddy, Sam, Raiders 
Hinkle, Bryan, Pit 


1992 Stats Service Bennett, Cornelius, Buf. 


Brandon, David, Clev. 
Braxton, Tyrone, Den, 


pre-season facts, statistics and predictions. 
Jackson, Mark, Den. 
Baseball ¢ Pro Foothall ° College Football lanes ym Cn 
Pro Basketball + College Basketball seo ee De 
lohnson, Reoge, 
Jones, Bill, K.C. 


Put Street & Smith's to work for you: Kingbal Geka 


Hunter, Patrick, Sea 


® 30% profit on each copy sold Lathon, Lamar, Hou. 
f - c Lewis, Darryll, Hou 

® No inventory investment—consignment only Manoa, Tim, ind. 

© Return unsold covers for full credit eehiatl bizs 


i — i i is, Terance, 
®@ No freight charge—orders shipped prepaid UPS Has ents 


© Guaranteed on-time delivery McCallum, Napoleon, Raiders 
4 - McDowell, Bubba, Hou. 
® Ship to one or several addresses, MoNair, Todd. KC. 
one or all titles McNeal, Travis, Se2 
5 Millen, Hugh, NE. 
a: Newsome, Vince, Clev. 
O'Donnell Neil, Pt 
Or Special Bonus yf Odomes, Nate, But 
der now and receive a handsome y, Paige, Tony, Mia 
lucite display rack free with your first order. Patterson, Elvis, Raiders 
To place an order, or for more Powers, Warten, Den. 
information, call 1-800-435-5003. Price, Mitchell, Cin 
Rembert, Reggie, Cin. 
Russell, Derek, Den. 
Secules, Scott, Mia 
Sharpe, Shannon, Den 


STREET & SMITH'S, P.O. BOX 397 ROCHESTER, VT. 05767 
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‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


RECORDS 

Completions: 404, Warren Moon, Houston (1991) 
‘Touchdowns: 48, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 
Yards: 5,084, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 


Longest for TD: 99 yards, Jim Plunkett to Cliff Branch, Los Angeles (1983) 


AIT COMP PCT YDS AVG 


Kelly, Jim, Buf wi AT4 904 641 3844 811 
Kosar, Bemie, Clev........494 307 624 3487 7.06 
Marino, Daf, Mia. .unnn549 318 57.9 3970 7.23 
Krieg, Dave, S€.ennonn285 187 65.6 2080 7.30 


Moon, Warten, Hou. .....655 404 61.7 4690 7.16 
DeBerg, Steve, K.C..n-434 256 59.0 2965 683 
O'Donnell, Neil, Pit.......286 156 545 1963 6.86 


O'Brien, Ken, Jets 287 587 675 
Elway, John, Der... 242 53.7 3253 7.21 
George, Jeff, Ind... 292 602 2910 6.00 


Esiason, Boomer, Gin...413 233 564 2883 698 
Millen, Hugh, ME........409 246 60.1 3073 7.51 
Schroeder, day, Raiders...357 189 529 2562 7.18 


WT PCTINT SACK YOSLOST RATING 
3 70 7 7 36 3 O76 
18 36 i 9 18 41 232 878 
2% 46 54 13 24 2 182 858 
i 39 «60 12 «442 32 26 825 
2B 35 tt 21 32 2 (174 B17 
7 39 6&8 4 32 19 161 793 
eo 7 «24 3 2t4 788 
0 20 8 1 22 38 273 766 
1 29 71 12 «27 «445 «= 305 754 


Fries2, JON, SDevwnnw-487 262 538 2096 595 12 25 58 18 31 32 24 671 
NON-QUALIFIERS (10 or more attempts) 

Carlson, Cody, Hou. wwl2 7 583 114 950 1 83 168 0 OO 1 9 1181 
Reich, Frank, Buff. 27 659 305 744 «6 146 2 2 49 4 42 1072 
Matinovich, Todd, Raiders. 23575 243 608 3 75 2 0 00 0 0 1003 
Vlasic, Mark, K.C... 23636 316 718 2 45 3 0 OO 2 16 102 
Secules, Scott, Mia. B65 0 68 177 7 1 77 1 758 
Brister, Bubby, Pitt... 103 542 1300 711 9 47 15 9 47 15 145 729 
Taylor, Troy, Jets. 5 500 7 760 1 100 Si 1 100 0 0 692 
Evans, Vince, Raiders... 6429 127 907 1 71 OO 2 143 2 2 598 
Wilhelm, Erik, Cin... 24571 27 517 0 00 2 2 48 1 8 514 
Hollas, Donald, Cin, 32582 310 564 1 18 3 4 #73 7 87 498 
Hodson, Tom, NE 36529 45 507 1 15 32 4 «+59 9 8 ATT 
Herrmann, Matk, Id.nwont 11 579 137 721 0 00 2% 3 158 0 0 408 
Gagliano, Bob, 5.0. ‘3 9301 7% 33 0 00 7 1 43 3 2 M3 
Stouffer, Kelly, Sea. 1 6400 57 38 0 00 19 1 67 2 9 235 


re aS 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


RECORDS PUNTIN( 
Number: 105, Bob Scarpitto, Denver (1967) ie 
Average: 46.2 yards, Dave Lewis, Cincinnati (1970) 
Longest: 98 yards, Steve O'Neal, New York (1969) 
NO © YARDS = LONG AVG «TB BLK OPPRET RET YDS 20) NETAVG 
Roby, Reggie, Mia... 542i C71 MHA 
Gosset, Jet, Raiders. met 422 BH 
Montgomery, Greg, Hou. 705 «(9 CCH 6B 
Johnson, Lee, Cin. 295 «27 GK KCNA 
Tuten, Rick, Sea. 2038 
Stark, Rohn, Ind. ms 26 GCC (GG AB 
Hansen, Brian, Clev.. 307525 GC BBC BT 
Horan, Mike, Den m2 71 4B 8 1 BBB 
Stryznski, Dan, Pit. FS ae 2) 
Barker, Bryan, KC... m3 oo 44 6 OF 2 10 i 350 
Kidd, John, $0 304i) 403 KB 
50293 «402 8 HOC HT 
rn 
Mohr, Chris, Buf... ee rn 5312361 
NON-QUALIFIERS 
Wagner, Bryan, NE... 4 58 
Waits, Alex, Sea. 4 474 BDO 5 4 2 38 
Donnelly, Rick, Sea 130 «505 iT B8BCCTCO 6 7 at ee 
Sullivan, Kent, Hou. 3 16 «7 53 0 OO i 9 1 33 
SIoyanovich, Pele, Mid vavnnnnn2 85 AQ 2H 1 Bs. ht Bas 
Bre2Ch, JIM, Cif. nevnnnnt «3s B_sBD.s 7 SOO o 0 130 
i ea a a 0 0 140 
‘Leader based on average, minimum 40 punts 
‘Shelton, Richard, Pit tO Hit 6 RUSHING 
‘Smith, Al, Hou. . A100 0) a ug) RECORDG 3 
Smith, Sammie, Mia | 3 0 0 | Satries: 388, Erie Dickerson, indianapolis (1988) 
Tate, Sine Bult 010 6 | Yards: 2,003, 0.4. Simpson, Buffalo (1973) 
Thomas: Dettick, KC. + 0 0 1 6 | TDs:19, Earl Campbell, Houston (1979) 
Thomas, Robb, KC RO adhe AO LB 19, Chuck Muncie, San Diego (1981) 
Tumer, Eric, Clew +007 6 ATT YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Verdin, Clarence, Ind. 1 0 0 4 61 Bufalo........ 505 2381 47 78 16 
Warten, Chis, Sea 14 0 0 1 6] SanDiego se MBA 2248 48 163 16 
Williams, Jero, Pitt 1 0 0 1 6] Kansas City... 521 227 43 48 14 
Dorn, Totn, Raiders 0 0 0 0 *2) NY. Jets 523 2160 4158 17 
Gordon, Alex, Cin 0 0 0 0 *2 | Denver vn BO? 205 40 163 16 
Saleaumua, Dan, KC. 0 0 0 0 2) Cincinna. “M49 1811 40 175 11 
“Sately continued 


SALE! 
CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


Imagine getting 100 condoms in a single 
package by maill Adam & Eve, one of the most 
respected retailers of birth control products, 
offers you a large selection of men’s contracep- 
tives. Including TROJANS, RAMSES, LIFESTYLES, 
SKINLESS SKINS, plus PRIME with nonoxynol-9 
spermicidal lubrication and TEXTURE PLUS, 
featuring hundreds of “pleasure dots.” We also 
offer your choice of the best Japanese brands 
— the most finely engineered condoms in the 
world! Our famous condom sampler packages 
let you try top quality brands and choose for 
yourself. Or for fantastic savings why not try the 
“Super 100” sampler of 100 leading con- 
doms — 16 brands (a $50 value). Here is our 
guarantee: If you do not agree that Adam & Eve's 
sampler packages and overall service are the best 
available anywhere, we will refund your money 
in full, no questions asked. 
‘Send check or money order to: 


PO Box 900, Dept. $52 
Adam & Eve® carboro, Nc 27510 
Please rush in plain package under your money-back 
fuarantee 


#1232 21 Condom Sampler Seer $3.00 
cal 38 Condom Sampler Sas $495 
1 26403 Super 100 Sampler Seas 59.95 


1 #FREE Adult Catalog FREE 


Fantasy Football 


*For the serious fantasy football fan’, D+V 
Sports has prepared its 1992 Draft Guide. 
The Guide includes: 


« Individual player analysis at 
each position 
Players ranked based upon 
predicted 1992 performance. 
+ Six year scoring totals for each 
player 
Enables you to spot trends. 
+1991 week-by-week scoring 
summary 
Easy to read chart, great 
drafting aid, handy reference. 
+ Draft strategies 
+ Plan B, rookies, sleepers, and 
more... 
Here's what past subscribers have to say! 
R.M., “The D+V Sports Guide was the main 
factor in my winning our fantasy football tiie. 
Thanks!" 
G.H.,"I subscribe to 5 FFL publications. 
D#V Sports is by far the best I" 


Sond Check or Money Order 


or call/write for more information 
D+ ye ptr rises 
.O. Box 0661! 
$12.99 chicago, i_esos-osis $12.99 
[708)655-9389 
Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
Money Back Guarantee if Not Satisfied 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL STATS 
CUSTOMIZED 
TO YOUR LEAGUE SCORING! 


Winning Edge will create a personalized 
drafting packet designed exclusively for 
you, according to your specifications. You 

le your scoring system, and we'll do 
the rest, We can customize to most methods 
of league scoring, including basic, perform- 
ance, distance, and mixed-scoring leagues. 


1-YEAR CUSTOM DRAFT PACK 

This 30-page packet will provide you with 
rankings of the top scorers by Position i in 
vot Ioana ad wall ake conaploe al list 
of the top 200-500 picks according to your 


league’s scoring. Also includes team sched- 
ule analysis, updated offseason roster 
moves, grate day worksheets, and much 


more, 


2: YEAR CUSTOM DRAFT PACK 

All of our L-year package's features, plus 
customized 1990 statistics that help you 
avoid the “fluke factor.” 2 years of statistics 
will assist you in comparing player per- 
formances in order to field a more consistent 
fantasy team. $15" 


= 


- TO ORDER - 
Have VISA or Mastercard ready and a copy of 


your league scoring and call. 
1-800-728-9088 .. 


‘Send check or money order and a copy of your 


Colorado Springs, CO 80936 
for a free brochure call: (719) 591-9088 


AS.C. 
“CONTACT” 


FOOTBALL 


CAMP 
June & July one week or more Boys 8-18 
In Pennsylvania, illinois, Texas & Canada 


Individually 
and as a team 


OUR 16TH GREAT YEAR 
CALLED BEST IN USA 


“LIVE” S$ 
se SONTACT 3. 


‘Also separate “kick-punt’ cam 
with ek ee . 


STAR SONEL Pros, 
pro coaches 


80 college Coaches 


LIVE WITH 

THE PROS  sincsn 

college coaches will ‘Cowboys 
look you over! 


Purdue 
W. Virginia 
Minos: N. Carolina 
Michigan ‘Syracuse 
Sie PLUS MANY MORE 
For Brochure & Information 
Maynard Turow-Dept. SSP 
14000 N, Gate Dr., 
Silver Spring, Md. 20906 
Regskne Call Toll Free 1-800-272-7017 “acsiers” 


Iso Pro Tryout camp with NFL Scouts 
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LA Raiders % 8 
Pittsburgh... 156 8 
NOW ENGLAND... nsonnnnn 34 24 9 
Seattle 394 145 36 42 11 
HOUSLON nonnmmnnn 381 1366 41 139 16 
Cleveland... swine 989 1360 35 52 12 
Miami sun 379 1352-36 24 B 
Indianapolis... wwe 354 1169 33 44 3 
1 or more yards: ATT YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Thomas, Thurman, Buf nun 288 1407 49° 33 7 
Green, Gaston, Den senn.261 1087 40 163 4 
Okoye, Christan, KC 225 1031 46 48 9 
Russell, Leonard, NE. 266 959 36 24 4 
Higgs, Mark, Mia, vw 231 905 39 24 4 
Butts, MatiON, SD. wnnwnon 193 834 43° 44 «6 
Bemstine, BOO, SD. .onomm 159 766 48 163 8 
Williams, John L., Sea. 188 741 39 42 4 
Green, HAO, Ci. eennsnn 168 731 46 175 2 
Thomas, Bait, Jes... 189 728 39 25 3 
Mack, Kevin, Clev 197 726 37 181 8 
Pinkett, Allen, HOU. woioononn 171 720 42 32 9 
Word, Barty, KC. comin 180 684 «43 37 4 
Bates, Brad, UALS a neannen 184 665-36 31 Tt 
Davis, Kenneth, Bul 129 624 48 178 4 
Hoge, Meri, Pit 165 610 37 24 2 
Craig, Roger, Raiders ann 162 $90 36 15 1 
Brooks, lames, Ci. sive 152 STL 38 25 2 
Harmon, Ronnie, S.0. 9 544 61 331 
Dickerson, Etc, In. 167 536 32 28 2 
Foster, Bary, Pit... % 488 51 16 1 
White, Lorenzo, Hou. 10 485 42 20 4 
Wiliams, Harvey, K.C. 7 447 46 21 1 
Lewis, 629, 067. nonin 99 376 38 27 4 
Clark, Ken, in. 114 366 32 25 0 
Hector, JORNMY, UALS one 62 345 56 47 
Bell, NICK, RAIOELS snvavseon 78 307 39 15 3 
MeNell, Freeman, JIS vwn5t 900 59 5B 2 
Smith, Sammie, Mia 83 297 36 18 1 
Mortis, Joe, Cv... 98 789 31 15 2 
Allen, Marcus, RaiOerS nun63 287 AB 26 2 
Fenner, Derick, Sea 27 29 15 4 
Smith, Seve, Raiders... %5 43 19 1 
Wiliams, Warten, Pit... 2 46 21 4 
Elway, John, Den, 25 46 117 6 
Sewell, Steve, Den. M1 42 26 2 
Stephens, Jot, ME... 13 26 13 2 
Hoard, Leroy, Clev 37 154 42 52 2 
Jones, James, Sea. 4 154 34 22 3 
Taylor, Craig, Cin 33 153 46 134 2 
Gardner, Carell, Bu 42 146 35 18 4 
Vaughn, Jon, NE. 31146 47 23 2 
Manoa, Tim, In. 7 144 53 44 1 
Reed, Andre, Buf. 12 136-113 46 0 
Worley, Tim, Pit. 2 17 53 16 0 
McCallum, Napoleon, Raiders 31 110 35 9 4 
Metcalf, Eric, lev 30 107 36 15 0 
Woods, Icke, Cin. BM 27 2 4 
Johnson, Anthony, In, 2 94 43 15 0 
Millen, Hugh, NE: . 3 2 30 4 4 
Dingle, Mike, Cin. 2% 9 43 2 0 
Brown, Gary, HOU, oncnenncinn 8 — 85 106 139 1 
O'Donnell, Neil, Pitt. 18 82 46 2 1 
Schroeder, Jay, Raiders ......28 76 27 18 O 
Kosar, Berni, Clev. % 74 28 14 0 
Lovile, Derek, Sea 2 6 31 2 0 
Moon, Warren, Hou 3 68 21 12 2 
Esiason, BOOMEF, Ci. mein 24 2B 160 
Hollas, Donald, Cin 2 6 55 27 0 
O'Brien, Ken, Jets 2 80 26 13 0 
Thompson, Leroy, Pit. 2 60 30 14 0 
Kfieg, Dave, $88. snrninonn 8 59 45 24 0 
raver, Aaron, Miz. 0 58 29 7 1 
Hunter, Ivy Joz, ALE 1 53 29 9 0 
MoNait, Todd, KC... 1 8 51 1 oO 
Allen, Marvin, NE, 13450 38 11 O 
Kelly, Jim, But ven 20 4523121 
Perryman, Bob, Den. 4 4 21 6 0 
Ge0r96, Wet, IN. once 16 36-23 13-0 
Humphey, Bobby, Den........ 11 33 30 7 0 
Marino, Dan, Mia. snes eh te 2 ANY 
Givins, Emest, Hou. 0 75 2B 0 
Secules, Scot, Mia. 30 75 12 4 
Jetierson, Shawn, $. 770 7 0 


Paige, TONY, Mid. niwcininin 10 25 25 6 O 
Taylor, Troy, Jets... wont (28 33 13, 0 
Ball, EFC, CAM sovevsniniininn 1 21 24 101 
Wilson, Marcus, Raiders 6 235 8 0 
Evans, Vince, Raiders 8 2 25 11 0 
Gagliano, Bob, S.D. 3 19 63 16 0 
Mathis, Terance, Jets: 1 19190 19 0 
Aguiar, Loule, Jets 1 18 180 18 0 
Fries2, JOHN, S.D. nnisnonnn 10 18 18 11 0 
Jackson, Mark, Den. ...... 2 8 90 2 0 
Bieniemy, Eric, S.D. wd A ST 15. 0 
Blades, Brian, Sea ny Mae em 
Brister, Bubby, Pitt, oN 17 15 8 0 
Edwards, Al, Burt, wt 7170 17 0 
Brown, Tim, Raiders 6 16 32 9 0 
‘Sharpe, Shannon, Den. 1 15 150 15 0 
Marinovich, Todd, Raiders .....8 14 47 11 0 
Rouson, Lee, Cley. wud 14 47 9 0 
‘Saxon, James, K.C, «Br 13: 22) BD 
‘Warren, Chris, Sea... fT tl A) Fron 
Fryar, living, NE. 2 1 55 9 0 
Kubiak, Gary, Den, 3° 37 12 «0 
Perkins, Bruce, Ind. 4 1 28 4 0 
Lewis, Nate, S.D. 3 10 33 9 0 
Samuels, Chris, S.D. 2 10 50 6 0 
Horan, Mike, Den. .. 2 945 9 0 
‘Wilhelm, Erik, Cin. aif 990 9 0 
Brown, Eddie, Cin aut 8 80 8 0 
Stradiord, Troy, K.C. 1 770 7 °0 
Reich, Frank, BU .enemrnnene 19 605 8 0 
Logan, Marc, Mia... $ G13! 2 
Rivers, Reggie, Den. 2 5 25 3 0 
Brown, AB., Jels 4 AAS 24 
Verdin, Clarence, ind. amt 4 40 4 0 
‘Adams, George, ME. yore BPR BPD 
Hendrickson, Stevé, SD. oom 1 3 30 1 
Stone, Dwight, Pitt... oa | 220 2 0 
Hill, Drew, How. 4 1140 4 0 
Touchown 

PASS RECEIVING 
RECORDS 


Receptions: 101, Charlie Hennigan, Houston (1964) 
Yards: 1,746, Charlie Hennigan, Houston (1961) 
‘TDs: 18, Mark Clayton, Miami (1984) 


2 or more receptions NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Jeffires, Haywood, Hot... 100 1181 11.8 44 7 
Hill, Drew, Hou. ..... ~90 1109 123 161 4 
Cook, Marv, ALE. we 82 808 99 49 3 
Reed, Andre, Buf... 81 1113 137 55 10 
TOON, Al, BLS ..onenmsn 74 963 130 32 0 
Brooks, Bill, /nd....... 72 888 123 46 4 
Duper, Mark, Mia TO 1085 155 43 5. 
Clayton, Mark, Mia. 70 1053 150 143 12 
Blades, Brian, Sea... 70 1003 143° 52 2 
Givins, Emest, Hou. 70 996 142 49 5 
Moore, Rob, Jels...... 70 987 141 53 5 
Fryar, Irving, N.E.... 68 1014 149 156 3 
‘Slaughter, Webster, Clev. 64 906 142 (62 3 
‘Thomas, Thurman, Buff, 62 631 102 60 5 
Williams, John L., Sea... 2035 «1 
Hester, Jessi, Id... go 5 
Brown, Eddie, Cin. 53 2 
Harmon, Ronnie, 5.0. 3601 
Lofton, James, Buff. 7 8 
Paige, Tony, Mia... % 1 
Lipps, Louis, Pitt. 3 2 
Duncan, Curtis, How. .. 424 
Horton, Ethan, Raiders 525 
McGee, Tim, Cin..... 62 4 
Kane, Tommy, Sea... 60 2 
Hoge, Merril Pit 251 
Hoard, Leroy, Clev. és m9 
Femandez, Mervyn, Raiders.......46 694 15.1 59 1 
Miller, Anthony, S.D. 44 649 148 «458 3 
Young, Mike, Den. ... re 629 143 152 2 
‘Mckeller, Keith, Buff... 434-99 29 3 
Thomas, Robb, K.C..... 495 115 39 1 
Lewis, Nate, S.D. a“ 554 132 49 3 
Johnson, AMHONY, IND. ..nnwnn42 344 82 24 0 
McMurtry, Greg, ME... 614 150 40 2 
Green, Ere, Pit 582 142 49 6 
Barnet, Tim, KC. 564 138 63 5 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


AF Cstatistics 


DicketsOn, Eric, INd..nvennne Al 269 
Brooks, James, Cin. 40 348 
Mack, Kevin, Cle. 40 255 
Langhorne, Reggie, Cle, .......89 505 
Seweli, Steve, Den. 38 436 
MoEwen, Craig, S.. 37 399 
MoNair, Todd, KC... 37-342 
Brown, Tim, Raiders... 36 554 
Hany, EMilG, KC. sosrcinine 85 431 
Jackson, Matk, DEN. nine 83 603 
Clask, Ken, ind. 33 245, 
Stone, Dwight, Pit 32 649 
Beebe, DON, Buf sssnnsnn82 ANA 
Holman, Rodney, Cin 31445 
Brennan, Bian, Clev. 31 325 
Thomas, Bla, JIS asnsnannne 30 195 
Metcal, Ec, CIE. nominnn 29 294 
Pinket, Allen, Hou... 29 228 
Mathis, Terance, Jets 2B 329 
Birden, JJ, KC. OT 485 
Matti, TONY, Mifs.nnnnnne 7 434 
Galbraith, Scot, Clev 2 308 
White, Lorenzo, Ho. . 7 2 
Timpson, Michael, ME. 25474 
Taylor, Kick, SD 4 218 
Burkett, Chris, Jets, ow 23 327 
Barber, Mike, Cin 23 255 
Sharpe, Shannon, Den 2 322 
Chadwick, det, Sea. 2 255 
Edwards, Al, Buf 2 28 
Russel, Dek, De nsnsnine 21, 317 
Clark, Louis, Sea 2 28 
Verdin, Clarence, Ind. 2 214 
Johnson, Vance, Den 2 208 
Jensen, Jim, Mia, 21 183 
Taylor, Craig, Cin... 1 122 
Gault, Willie, Raiders 20 346 
Baly, Greg, Mia. 20 269 
Walker, Derick, SD. 20 134 
Davis, Kenneth, But 20 118 
shoes, Tony, HOU, 19 251 
Hayes, Jonathan, K.C. 19 208 
Russel, Leonard, NE. 8 8 
dacksOn, Michael, CI@V. aise 1? 268 
McNeal, Travis, Sea 17 208 
Perryman, Bob, Den. wom 
Craig, Roger, RAIS sous 1? 136 
Dressel, Chis, vets. W122 
Nate, Ricky, Den, 16 288 
Boyer, Mark, vets 16 153 
Wiliams, Harvey, KC. 16 147 
Green, Harold, Cin. sun 1 136 
Stephens, JOhN, ME sci 1B 119 
Calloway, Chis, Pllc 15 254 
Willams, Warten, Pit 15 139 
Allen, Marcus, RAIERS. oon 15 134 
Smith, Steve, Raiders 15. 130 
Thompson, Leroy, Pitt 4 18 
snes, Bil, KC. cma OT 
Smith, Sammi, Mid sao 1495 
Holohan, Pete, K.C. 1313 
Geen, GAStON, DeM oninanns 1B 7B 
Morris, Joe, Clev 3 76 
Kattus, Eric, Cin 12 136 
detferson, Shawn, SD. 12 125 
Baxter, Brad, vets sn 12 124 
Cooper, AdtiaN, Pit ssannne 11 147 
Kay, Clarence, Den. 1 139 
Coleman, Pattck, HOU. nee 11 138 
Berstne, ROW, S.D.sssninon 11 124 
Edmunds, Ferell, Mia. n ne 
Hunter, wy Joe, ME. "9 
Higgs, Mark, Mia. a) 
Fenner, Derrick, Sea n 7 
Jones, James, Sea 10 103 
Coates, Ben, NE 0 5 
Butts, Marion, 5.0. 10 OF 
Tice, Mike, Sea 10 70 
Banks, Fed, Mi... 9 119 
Foster, Barry, Pitt 9 17 
Rembert, REGGIE, CIN ssc 117 
Paige, Slephone, K.C. 9 
Shans}, PAU, SEB aascornnnn 9 9B 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 
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0 
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1 
93 29 0 
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1 
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0 
0 
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2 
0 
0 
0 
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1 
1 
0 
0 
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continues 


At Last! 


Fantasy Football Made Easy 
COMMISSIONER'S COMPANION is what 
makes it SIMPLE. Designed by a fantasy 
commissioner to make league management 
a breeze! 


Look at some of the features you get in 
this EASY TO LEARN software package: 


©& Online help & FASTSTART 
Owner info & unlimited rosters 
Preloaded, yet unlimited player file 
League trade information 
Scoring summaries/division standings 
[© Pop up note pad 
Full reporting & mailing labels 
{© Back up utility for data protection 
(© order now and get DRAFT NIGHT 
COMPANION absolutely free! 


$39.95+$5 S&H is about $4.50 per owner 
Don't worry they'll pay...why? 
Because no one wants your job! 


Companion Software  (601)-649-5080! 


ATTENTION OWNERS 
INTRODUCING THE 1992 
FANTASY FOOTBALL 
POCKET DRAFTER 


‘The POCKET DRAFTER Is the handiest, 
most organized draft kit you can use to 
analyze players and track selections. No 
more fumbling through stacks of notes! 
‘With In-Depth Stats on the top 375 
players you'll see how each one stacks 
up In your choice of the three most 
popular scoring methods used today. 
Your 1992 POCKET DRAFTER Includes: 

3 YEAR Statistics & Rankings 

+ Quarterbacks = Tighe Ends 

Running Backs ~ Kikars 

- Wide Recelvers - Defense 
1992 Top Rookie Rankings 
§ 1992 Team Schedules 
Draft Tracking Sheet for up to 10 Teams 


ONLY $4.95 EACH 


TO ORDER COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND 
‘SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


EJB INC. 
P.O. Box 5853 
Somerset, NJ 08875-5853 


SCORING METHOD 
Basle (Points Scored) 
ys 


Rt2, Box 1AB - Collins, MS 39428 
Name: 

Address: 

City: ST. Zip. 

Disk Type: O35 05.25 


Ocheck/money order $39.95+$5 S&H 


fardage (Performance) 
Distance Scoring (Newspaper) 
Total x $4.95 = 


IBM PC compatibles, portables, laptops 


New Computer Football Game for 1992! 


ACTION! PC FOOTBALL 


SAL ACCURACY FOR Tr 


It's 3rd down and | to go from your own 
40-yard-line...You have a one-point lead 
with 2 minutes to play...Do you go for the 
first down and eat up the clock...Or do you 
throw deep and try to put the final nail in 
the coffin: 


With the ACTION! PC FOOTBALL game, 
you make all the calls for more than 1,200 
professional players. Each player performs 
as he did in real life with amazing statistical 
accuracy. Don't miss the premier edition 
of this exciting computer football game! 


You set the alignment, call the plays and 
choose your ballcarriers and receivers. 
Hundreds of options are available! Offen- 
sive players are rated using every available 


cx 
aver) 


Dave Kocs Sports 


Dept.SM 
mm P.O. Box 656 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
(715) 344-0610 
System Requirements: IBM compat- 
ible computer with hard drive and at least 
cone 720K floppy disk drive. 
5 1/4" inch format 
03 1/2" inch format 


» Mort: Thad D Phayec 
official statistic: passing efficiency, rushing 
and receiving ability and even blocking 
ability for linemen. 
DEFENSE 
You set the alignment, call theplays, key on 
runners and double cover receivers. De- 
fensive players are rated using every avail- 
able statistic: Pass rush ability, sacks, pass 
defense, interceptions, run defense, fumble 
recoveries and much more! 
sl MS 

Choose your kickers, punters and return 
men. You can kick off deep, at an angle or 
onside. Punt toward the sideline or straight 
on. Kickers, punters and returnersarealso 
rated on return average, breakaway ability, 
fair-catch frequency, fumble frequency and 
all facets of the punting and kicking game. 


Please send the current edition of 
ACTION! PC FOOTBALL based on the com- 
plete official statistics of the 199] season 
at the special price of $39.95 (Reg. $49.95). 
Free Shipping! 

( Please send more information. 
Name. 


Address. 


City 
State. 


Zip 
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Stralord, Toy, K.C. 9 91 11 17 0 
Vaughn, Jon, NE... 9 89 99 32 0 
Haris, Leonard, Hou. 8 101 126 2 0 
Mrosko, Bob Id... 8 9 113 20 0 
Jones, Fred, K.C. 8 8 106 23 0 
Craver, Aaron, Mia. 8 8 BA 2 0 
dames, Lynn, Gin 7 103 147 22 4 
Cash, Keith, Pitt 7 0 129 20 4 
MeNeil, Freeman, Jets... 7 5 80 13:0 
Hector, Johnny, Jets... 7 5 73 «16 0 
Bentley, Albert, Ind... 7 #2 60 1 O 
Graddy, Sam, Raiders 6 195 325 180 1 
shnson, Reggie, Deh nosnonne6 73 122 31 4 
Mularkey, Mike, Pitt... 6 67 1.2 21 °0 
Ball Nick, Rai 6 62 103 2% 0 
Saxon, dames, KC 6 55 92 2 0 
Woods, key, Cin... 6 3% 60 16 0 
Martin, Sammy, /nd. 5 79 158 2 0 
Beach, Pat, Ind. wee § 56 11.2 26 0 
Metzelaars, Pete, Butt, 5 54 108 1 2 
Cox, Artur, .0, cwin  53 106 19 0 
Glover, Andrew, Raiders... 5 4 90 8 3 
Dingle, Mike, Cir..... 5 2 46 12 4 
Mille, SCO, Mid oscienonansd 49 128 15 0 
Daniels, David, Sea... 4% 95 19 0 
Hendrickson, Steve, $0. 4% 90 2 4 
Whisenbunt, Ken, Jats. 4 6 85 16 0 
Riggs, sim, Cin 4 4 35 70 
Mills, Ernie, Pitt. 3° 79 263 85 1 
Carpenter, ROD, ME sevscisoin 3 45 150 23 0 
Dawkins, Dale, Jets... 3 38 127 24 0 
Okoye, CHISHAN KC d 34 19 130 
Garrett, Shane, Cin, 3. 2 WW? 13 0 
Thomas, Doug, Sea. 37 90 11 0 
Matich, Trevor, Jets... 3 28 77 14 4, 
Gardner, Carwall, But 30 67 1 O 
Ball, Eric, Cin. witinoioned OT iF (9) 10 
Huffman, Darvell, /ad...... 3°04 47 ~=«70 
Rolle, Butch, Buft, 3 1 33 5 2 
Perkins, Bruce, Ind. 302-07 30 
Tasker, Steve, Bu 2 39 195 120 1 
Samuels, Chis, 6.0. 2 33 165 29 0 
Anders, Kimble, K.C. 2 3% 150 23 0 
i 2 30 150 24 0 
2 21 105 15 0 
Hen, Charles, Mia 2 7 8 90 
Word, Bary, KC 2 1 65 8 0 
Young, Duane, $.0, 2 2 60 6 0 
Lei, rg, 209 45 70 
2 9 45 60 
2 9 45 12 0 
‘Manoa, Tim, ind. 2 5 25 5 0 
Brown, Gary, Hou, 2 1065 40 
INTERCEPTIONS 
layes, Oakland (1980) 
Yards: 349, hale Medel San Diago (1961) 
Longest return: 103 yards, 
Vencie Glenn, San Diego (1987) 
TDs: 4, Ken Houston, Houston (1971) 
4, Jim Keamey, Kansas City (1972) 
2ormore NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Lott, Ronnie, Raiders, 8 §2 65 27 0 
Distiman, Gis, Hou. 6 6 102 4 0 
Byrd, Gill, S.D..... 6 4 80 2 0 
Odomes, Nate, Buff. 5 120 240 48 1 
5 10 28 49 0 
Oliver, Louis, Mia 5 8 160 37 0 
Smith, Dennis, Den, 5 60 120 39 0 
Robinson, Eugene, Sea. 5 56 112 27 0 
Talley, Datryl, Buf. 6 45 90 13 0 
Washington, Lionel, Raiders.......§ 22 44 16 0 
Harper, Dwayne, Sea...... 4 84 210 4 0 
Braxton, Tyrone, Den, 4 55 138 62 1 
Everett, Thomas, Pitt... 4 $3 133 27 0 
Brim, Michael, Jets. 4 $2 130 24 0 
Fulcher, David, Cin... 4 51 128 (27 1 
Baylor, John, ind. 4 50 125 32 0 
Cherry, Deron, K. 4 3 78 16 0 
sackson, Kirby, But 43 78 15 0 
MeDowell, Bubba, Hou. 4 31 78 BO 
Oitlando, Bo, Hou 4°18 45 18 0 
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MeNMilan, Erk, Jes. 3 168 560 183 2 
Lathon; Lamar, Hou! 377 27 162 4 
Woodson, Rod, Pit... 372 240 41 0 
Blackmon, RODE, $E2.civnnnd 59 197 29 0 
Shelton, Richard, Pit 357 190 67 1 
ir, Mi 3 50 167 37 0 

3 43 143 43 0 
Hasty, James, Jets 3 39 130 39 0 
Dimry, Charles, en. 3035 117 26 4 
Carrington, Darren, $0. 3 390 100 19 0 
Daniel, Eugene, In. 32 73 120 
Smith, Leonard, Buf 3 2 73 20 
HUIst, MaUFiC®, NE nonin d 21 70 21 0 
Lovis, Albert, KC. 304 70 20 
Brags, Stephen, Clev 3 15 50 15 0 
Thomas, Ero, Ci, 3 0 00 00 
Brandon, David, Cle. 2 1 30 40 1 
Hinkle, Bryan, Pit... 2 68 340 17 1 
Dixon, Rickey, Cin, 2 62 310 47 0 
Rolling, Henry, $0. 2 54 270 47 0 
Henderson, Wymon, Den, 2 53 265 53 0 
Vincent, Shawn, Pit 2 62 20 27 0 
Turner, Eric, Cv... 2 42 210 M2 4 
Harden, Bobby, Mia, 2 9 195 2 0 
Mation, Fed, ME. 2 33 165 33 0 


Goode, Chis, Id... 2 7 35 27 0 
Lippett, Ronnie, NE, wud 27 5 27 0. 
Bussey, Barney, Cin. 2 18 90 8 0 
AndersOn, Ede, RaIdES.osn. <7. 14 0 
Brooks, Michael, Den. 2 7 36 9 0 
Kelly, doe, ets. 2 6 30 60 
Fichard Slnely, SD.svevwcnnnm2 8 25 3 0 
Henderson, Jerome, NE. he bd hay 
Kelso, Mark, But 2 0 0 00 
Mersereau, Scott, Jets. toe 0 00 00 
Smith, Billy Ray, §.. m2 0 00 0 0 
Washington, MIGK@Y,ME un 2 =O 00 0 0 

PUNT RETURNS 


RECORDS 
Number: 62, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 
Yards: 692, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 
Longest for TD: 98 yards, 

Terance Mathis, New York (1990) 


NO FC YARDS AVG LONG TI 
Woodson, Rod, Pilt......28 12 320 11,4 40 
Brown, Tim, Raides....0.29 10 
Taylor, Kitfok, $.D. nn 28 
Warten, Chris, $22 .rcin32 19 
Miller, Scot, Mia. 2 10 
Henderson, Jerome, NE..27 10 
sohinson, Vance, Dén...n..24 14 174 7.3 20 
Mathis, Terance, Jels....23 10 
SHradford, TOY, KC. nn22 4 
Verdin, Clarence, ind ...25 10 
Coleman, Patrick, How.....22 8 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or mor) 


Slaughter, Webster, Clev..17 3 112 66 17 0 
Price, Mitchell, Cin... 14 6 203 145 (78 1 
Barber, Mik@, CifoiwtS 5 70 $4 15 0 
Edwards, Al, BUfo.wI8 9 69 53 21 0 


Hicks, Clif, Buf 12 7 203 169 59 0 
AOMES, FED, KC, wnnnewet2 2 108 90 25 0 
Metoalt, Ec, CIV nuont2 1 100 83 30 0 
Givins, Emest, HOU... O 107 97 29 0 
Nattel, Ricky, Den, 2 43 43 «17 0 
Graham, Jet, Pit 2 4 58 13 0 
Clark, Kevin, Den, 1 67 96 18 0 
Lewis, Nate, .D, 5 69 18 26 0 
Loville, Derek, Sea. 1 16 53 18 0 
Brennan, Brian, Clev 6 55 10 
Fiyat VIN, NEw 4 10 50 10 0 
Grant, AlaN, Id. sn 2 6 30 60 

KICKOFF RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Numbers: 86, Bruce Harper, Now York (1978, 1979) 
55, David Turner, Cincinnati (1979) 
Yards: 1,817, Bobby Jancik, Houston (1963) 
Longest: 106 yards, 
Nolan Smith, Kansas Gity (1967) 
‘TDs: 3, Ray Clayborn, New England (1977) 


NO YARDS AVG LONG To 
Lewis, Nate, S.0. von ®3 578 25.1 195 1 
Martin, Sammy, N.E.-Ind. 20 483 242 «38 0 
Warren, Chris, Sea. 35 792 226 55 0 
Williams, Harvey, K.C. 24 524 218 76 0 
Vaughn, Jon, ME... ok 
Mathis, Terance, Als onnnns29 599 20.7 50 0 
Edwards, Al, Buf... 31 623 20.1 191 4 
Woodson, Rod, Pitt. wu 44 880 200 47 0 
Elder, Donnie, 5.0. 27) $35 198 42 0 
Pinkett, Alle, HO. .sonisnnnn 26 508 195 41 0 
Craver, AarON, Missin d2 615 192 49 0 
Verdin, Clarence, Ind. wv B6 689-191 (BB 
Holland, Jamie, Raiders .ounnw22 421 191 27 0. 
Montgomery, AltA, DéN......26 488 188 §5 0 
Grady, Sam, Raiders... 22 373 «170 «37 0 
Metcalf, Eric, Clev. wun 951 15.3 24 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or more) 
Loville, Derek, Sea....... 18 412 229 50 0 
Mortis, J0@, CIV... 18 310 172 36 0 
Stradtord, Troy, K.C. 14 292 209 38 0 
Ball, EFC, Ci ienuuomnnnvnw IS 262 20.2 24 0 
Coleman, Pattick, HOW wuss 13 256 19.7 31 0 
Garrett, Shane, Cin, ww 13 214 165 24 0 
Logan, Mato, Mia. t2 191 159 31 0 
Mills, Ernie, Pitt. 1 284 25.8 «54 0 
dames, Lynn, Cn-CleVu 1 192 175 26 0 
Brooks, James, Cit.onnnnonfl) 190 173 35 0 
BFOWN, A.B, JES... 10 100 100 31 0 
Hector, JOHNNY, JEIS nnn 172 215 53 0 
Allen, Matvin, ME. suo 8 161 20.1 31 0 
Peebles, Danny, Clev. 8 149 186 32 0 
Fuller, Eddie, Burt 8 125 156 22 0 
Dingle, Mike, Cin...... 7 176 251 63 0 
Beebe, Don, Butt 7 121 173 24 0 
Russell, Derek, Dern... wet 120 171 30 0 
Odegard, Don Boyd, Jels.......6 106 17.7 32 0 
Stone, Dwight, Pit on 75 ALE 6th 
‘McCallum, Napoleon, Raiders...5 105 21.0 25 0 
Price, Mitchell, Ci... 5 9 182 22 0 
Davis, Kenneth, Butt... 4 73 183 23 0 
Green, Harold, Cin... 4 66 165 20 0 
MoNair, Todd, K.C.... 4 66 165 18 0 
SaKON, JAMES, K.C. erro 4 56 140 2 0 
MeNieal, Travis, Sea 4 30 75 15 0 
Graham, Jet, Pit... 3 48 160 23 0 
Tice, Mike, Sea. wed 46 153 20 0 
King, Joe, Cin. ww3 34-18-17: 0 
Brown, Gary, Hou, 3 30 100 16 Oo 
Gran, Alan, Ind. 3 20 67 10 0 
Clark, Kevin, Den... w2 45 225 29 0 
Jones, Fred, K. 2 40 200 26 0 
Timpson, Michael, ME... 2 87 185 21 0 
McCloughan, Dave, Ind.....u.2 35 175 19 0 
Harris, Leonard, Hou... 2 34 170 19 0 
Paige, Tony, Mia w2 31 155 16 0 
Riggs, Jim, Cin. 2 2 140 15 0 
Harmon, Ronnie, $.0. wok 25 125 14 0 
Dawkins, Dale, Jes... 2 2 11.0 12 0 
Galbraith, Scott, eV, wnnnee2 13 65 8 0 
Hobby, Marion, ME. 2 0 00 00 


1 Fair Catch 
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Cl Enclosed iis $27.50. Send me 20 iss 
at 53% off ver price, Plus, send 
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plus my FREE 1992 FN Football Guide when | pay 


my first invoice. 
ORDER BY PHONE — CALL: 
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|| News 


PLETE WEEKLY COVERAGE: NFL AND COLLEGE 
NEWS, SCHEDULES, SCORES AND MUCH MORE! 


The most complete coverage available! Subscribe 
today! You get 20 issues of FN and not only save 53% 
.. off the newsstand price, but get a FREE copy of the 
1992 FN Preseason Football Guide worth $3.95! 
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INTHE 
UNITED STATES 


‘| _ a 
Z | ie B ir 
ll the NFL excitement this season with The Sporting News. Then get the 
inside story on your favorite team with TSN’s new Insider Report™ team newsletters. 
|] Start my subscription to The Sporting YES! Start my subscription to Insider Report for the team 
= News, I'll receive 31 issues for just $1.29 |= indicated below. I'l receive 25 issues including special 
each — 40% off the regular price. off-season issues via first-class mail for just $49.95, 
Hf you already subscribe to The Sporting News and wish to receive Insider Report, you MUST check one of the following: 


C |am a current Sporting News subscriber, but my subscription expires earlier than December 1992* In 
addition to my order for Insider Report, extend my Sporting News subscription for six additional months, 
I'll receive 31 issues for just $1.29 per issue. 

0 | ama current Sporting News subscriber and my 
subscription is valid through December 1992. wre 

0 Check enclosed paybieinus aes. C) Bill me Buffalo Bills Atlanta Falcons 


O Cincinnati Bengals — C) New Orleans Saints 
O Cleveland Browns + Ci Chicago Bears 


Name ie Denver Broncos New York Giants 
Houston Oilers Dallas Cowboys 

across indianapolis Cots Philadelphia Eagles 
Okansas City Chiefs Detroit Lions 

GayiSae/p (Los Angeles Raiders) Phoenix Cardinals 
Miami Dolphins Green Bay Packers 

Team™ A New ra land Patriots aa Francisco 49ers 

For fastest service, call 1-800-285-9421 Neo) ates Peroeeenamns 
a daacapayianieuraiosss mene exe vaais extent cata ram cr etemedae Pittsburgh Steelers) Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


San Diego Chargers (1) Minnesota Vikings 
tase, Fis duals Nowsrow oan you am aeoaiae Somes able 

eco ter Repo slow pica, 1 nemeravo Sponng Newssbscieboniobeetobiele eee Seahawks ClWashington Redskins. 
eet cage avr 2 wars 

USratoeeny Catacan ars oe eet upn ues 


Do what a 310-ib. nose tackle, 
an inside linebacker, and 
three defensive backs can’t do. 
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Get your hands on Emmitt Smith. 


Pro Set makes it easy to get a hold of Emmitt Smith 
and all your favorite NFL players. Just ask for Pro Set, 
the official trading card of the NFL. 
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© 1992 Pro Set Inc. 


It’s not whether you win or lose, 
it’s what you drink after the game that counts. 


